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T: ME 
HE kind Reception The Pleaſing 
Inſtructor has met with in general, 
nce its firſt Publication, merits the Editor's 
moſt fincere and bearty Thanks. In this 
Edition many Additions and Amendments 
are made, which, tis hoped, will meet with 
Approbation. Several original Eſ/ays, by 
a Friend, are inſerted, which, in the Tas, : 
ble of Contents, are marked Ax oN. Eng- 
lich Mottos are prefixed to the Eſſays; and. 
Care has been taken to inſert ſuch only as 
are conciſe, appoſite, and ſtriking, that 


they may have the better __ on the 
Mind of Youth. | 


THE Teoder will be find ens: 17h to - 
ferve, ti ai The Flesfing Inſtruct⸗ or Wa. at 
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i The PREFACE. 


firſt chiefly undertaken, and ſince continued, 
with a View to exhibit 'a connected Plan of 
Morality for the Inſtruction of the Youth of 
bath Sexes, and free from that incoherent 
Fumble fo remarkable in all Collections of 
this Kind which have hitherto been publith- 
ed.—The Utile Dulci has been conſulted, 
and Morality here appears ſmiling, and free 
rom that unpleaſing Formality wwith which 
rs too often diſguiſed by partial, or miſta- 
Len Pedants.— I he ſeveral Relations, Eaſt- 
ern Stories, Dreams, &c. will, it is t be 
* boped, recommend it to young Minds, whoſe 
Attentions are thereby particularly engaged, 
and by the Aſſiſtance of which, Morality 
Heals inſenſibly into their good Graces, and 
makes the more laſting Impreſſion : The moſt 
elegant Writers have been conſulted by the 
Editor; ſo that the young Reader, by being 
eonverſant with the foltowing Eſſays, will, 
at the ſame Time, acquire a true Taſte to an 
Eaſe and Elegance in his Native Tongue; 

| an 
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an Accompliſhment too much neglected by 
the T eachers of Youth, who ſeldom look on 
it as an Improvement. Jo abjolutely neceſſary 
as it really is. And tho the Entertainment 
and Inflruftion of Youth, at an Engliſh 
School, were principally conſidered in the firſt 
Publication of this Book, yet the Editor has 
had the Pleaſure to find it fince honoured with 
the Attention and Approbation of thoſe mare 
advanced in Years, and ſelected by the Polite 
and Judicious throughout the Kingdom, in- 


fomuch that it has now acquired a Place in 
almoſt every Parlour Window : To render it 
the more worthy of which Honour, the Pro- 


prietors in this Eaition have been at the Ex- 
pence of four elegant Copper-plate Cuts, re- 

ferring to the particular Intidents of which 
they are deſcriptive, and by which the Pub- 
lie may diſtinguiſh this Book fron a Piracy 
ef it now abroad, 


* 
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Juft Publiſhed, and fold by T. SLAck, in Newcaſtle, 
and G. Robiaſon, in Pater - noſter-Row, London, Price 2s, bound, 
A new and improved Edition of 


ISHER's SPELLING DICTIONARY and 
EXPOSITOR of the ENGLISH LANGUAGE; on a Plan 
peculiar to itſelf : Containing as great a Collection of primitive 
Converſation Words as any larger Dictionary whatever, and con- 
ſcquently fewer obſolete and inclegant Ones, (which only embar- 
raſs a young Scholar) than the leaſt extant. —The Words (with 
their moſt accepted Significations) are accented in a new and 
practical Manner, fo that any Child may pronounce them with 
Propriety ; which is by no Means the Caſe where the Accent falls 
upon the Vowel only, and that inciſcriminately whether long or 
ſhort, while the, Parts of Speech towhich cach Word reſpeCtive- 
ly belongs, are denoted by Engliſh Terms, viz. Names, Qualities, 
Relative Names, &c. as in the beit practical Engliſh Grammars, 
and thereby moſt intelligible to all Engliſh Scholars. Moreover, 
tho' the Tand 7, and alſo the U and , (four diſtinct and dif- 
ferent Letters both in Name, Shape, and Sound) have been al- 
ways blended and confounded in Dictionaries, to the great En- 
tanglement of Youth, they are in this Bock clafſed in ſeparate 
aud diſtinct Tables under each reſpective Letter, occuring in al- 
phabetical Order. 5 
To which is prefixed, A practical Abſtract of GRAMMAR; 
containing a new and curious Chapter of Accent and Quantity, 
not in former Editions. | 
To which is annexed, The moſt complete PAN THEON, or 
DICTIONARY of the Heathen Gods, Goddeſſes, illuſtrious Hes 
roes, &c. extant ; exhibiting their Deſcent and Exploits, expla- 
natory of the Similics, Alluſions and Flights of our modern 
Authors, AL $0, 


Price 1s. bound, embelliſhed with an emblematical Frontiſpiece, 


and ſeveral new and curious Cuts, repreſenting ſuch Vices as 
Children are moſt addicted to, and ſuch Virtues as ſhould be 
farſt ine rated, b 
N improved Edition of the NEW ENGLISH 
TUTOR ; or MODERN PRECEPTOR.—A SPELLING- 
Boox, wherein Orthography, or the Art of Spelling and Reading 
(as gradually collected in former Editions of this Book, out of 
that Chaos it had long been involved in) is digeſted into a trite 
and regular Syſtem, quite eaſy and practicable to the meaneſt Ca- 
pacity, and not liable to any future Alterations ; particularly as 
the Author has now ſelected into the different Tables, &c. all 
the modern original Words in the Language, fiom our beſt 
Dictionaries, claſied under their reſpective Modes of Pronun- 
ciation, as Explained in the Preface; to which the doubtful are 
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Thoughts on E ducation, 


BY WAY OF 


INTRODUCTION, 


Hough EpucaTIon be a Subject that almoſt 
all authors, of all ages, have written upon; yet 
zany have attempted it who were ſtrangers perhaps 
the moſt extenſive definition of the WorD: 
hers have laid down very plauſible rules and ſyſtems 
dr it, which, upon experience, have been found 
npracticable; while others have obliged the world 
ith ſuch valuable and plain plans, that any thinking 
an muſt be apt to wonder how they ſhould have 
zen miſled or neglected ; yet theſe able writers have, 
ignorant and undiſcerning pretenders, planned and 
lanned in vain; from which it may plainly be in- 
rrred, that different paſſions and diſpoſitions require 
ferent management and application, to ſo endleſs a 
ariety, that it is merely impoſſible to enumerate 
ethods for the proper correction of every enormity 
every human mind, or to lay down rules for the 
| incitements to, and encouragement of virtue and 
rence : So that the main point, after all their preſcrip- 
ons, muſt neceſſarily center in the tutors or gover- 
efſes of ſchools and ſeminaries. Much learning and 
eat abilities, (though material articles) are not the 
ly eſſentials ; he who has. the moſt learning does 
dt always convey it in the beſt and cleareſt manner 
others; ſome cannot or will not be at the pains to 
d out particular — (where general ones far) 


to 


oy 
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to render what they would communicate intelligib 
to the various capacities of their pupils; nor do lear; 
ing and knowledge always center in the ſame perfor 
Uſeful knowledge, or what I would have compr, 
hended by the word politeneſs *, is the grand mar 
or ſummit of education we ſhould aim at; learnins 
as a famous author has expreſſed himſelf, “ is but th 


vehicle that carries us to it.“ 


An auſtere or learned pedant has ſometimes whiaiM'© 
ped Latin, Greek, &c. into a lad, whoſe very diſgu 8 
to it increafed, perhaps, with the acquiſition ther 160 


of; but it is a manifeſt abſurdity to maintain or im- 
gine that any one can be awed into a Love of lear 
ing and virtue. A boy is not at all cured of a fau 
who only avazd; it for fear of puniſhment ; he muſt b 
gn by a love for honour and credit, and with 
faudable ambition to purſue them: Any maſter, whi 
is himfelf a G600D and DISCERNING man, will not b 
much at a toſs how to confirm and ratify him in hi 
choice, being capacitated as a good man, to commu 
nicate to him the ſecret impulſes, the benign re 
flections of his own honeſt, and, therefore, happ 
mind; as a diſcerning man to obſerve and remark t 
him what wild havock and varied deſolation, vic 
and folly never fail to bring on their votaries, whicl 
may be clearly demonſtrated either by /zving exam 
ples, among their acquaintances, ar from books b 


{imilar relations, allegories, or effays, (ſuch as ar@ hi 

inſerted in this collection) applied at proper timeFer 
on proper occaſions, judiciouſiy explained and wiſe 

| in As 

* To definepoliteneſs, we may ſay, it is all moral vir fab. 


tues in epitome: It is a combination of diſcretion, civility”; 
complaiſance and cireumſpection, to pay every one the r«fWub: 
ſpect they have a right to demand of us; beſides, an exac 
knowledge of decorum, and of what every one owes to hi 
reſpective quality, duly to maintain his character as be 
comes him: And all this muſt be dreſſed and ſet off wit\_g* *t 
an agreeable and infinuating air diffuſed through all ou ich 
arords and actions.“ 


O EDUCATION. 1¹¹ 


J. 

eulcated : But an 1L L Man, though ever fo learn- 
ligib l, can never be a good 2 it being im- 
lea hmble he ſhould, with a due ſenſibility, deſcribe os 
perſoiWitforce impulſes of goodneſs he does not feel, or de- 
ompr onſtrate to others with clearneſs and impartiality the 


es of thoſe vices and follies to which he himſelf 
arningyl ſo particularly biaſſed and attached; nay, even the 
ry beſt precepts and documents (could a maſter ot 
lis ſtamp be capable of ſuch) would fail of their due 
rce and influence from the mouth of one whoſe own 
anners and diſpoſitions are contradictions to them : 
herefore a bad man in the point of edification , 
iſcarry ; and even a good man may; for as no man 
ght to be well bred (if a man can be well bred) at. 
e expence of religion and virtue; ſo neither ought 
y man to practiſe them in ſo moroſe or ſurly a man- 
er as to deter others from imitation. I ſhall endea- 
dur to explain myſelf yet more clearly by the two 
lowing Characters, which J ſhall repreſent by the 
mes of CAN DI Ds and DENUNCIUS, 


"MMUY CAanDIDUsS is a man of extenſive learning, has an 
Sn 1024 knowledge of human nature, a great experience 
happſ the world, and of thofe differences which reſult 
nark om conſtitution, age, received opinions, external for- 
1, Mepne, education, cuſtom, and &onverſation ; ma- 


ages the tempers of his pupils with indeſcribable art- 
Ineſs, ſo conſequently can adapt or addreſs his ad- 
nitions or inſtructions to the moſt ſalutary ends, 


as al his ſcholas ever ſo numerous*, or their diſpoſitions 
time er ſo various. 
Wet 
in As to the qualities of his mind, he is mild, humane, 


ral vin able, affectionate, and even invitingly acceſſable, en- 
bivilitcgh ing his pupils in the diſplay of all their little 
thei pubts, queries, and divided opinions; teaching them 
; to bil f b 2 we 

By numerous is not meant here many Scholars at once, 


as be 
dat various times; as perhaps no man can, to perſection, 


ff wit | 
all ouch more than twelve or fourteen at a time. 
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| | at the ſame time, not to perſiſt in an opinion, &. 
| becauſe they had once avowed it; but to come frankjf 
. into conviction, and would frequently with a cn. 


q | deſcending bow, ſmile, &c. thank a ſcholar for lit. ca 
tle officious ſervices or intended obligations; nay lin 


trequently apologize, or alk pardon, for any omiſ4 

| iron, miſtake, miſapprehenſion, or ſimilar modes 0 

behaviour; ſuch as frequently occur among the bel 

bred and polite ; and thus by being treated as men} 

they become emulous of being ſuch. Familiaritie: 

ina 2 are obſerved to beget contempt, in hin 

reſpect and gratitude; for as he has not even 

| #bought that is ambitious, wrong or malicious, h 

never was or can be ſeen by them in a little, mean, o 

ridiculous light; but his whole conduct is the livin 

| object of their imitation. Thus as his character! 

\ | uniform, bis temper ſerene and /teady, the influence 

acquired in his ſchool is unlimited : He applaud 

with ſo much pleaſure, and reproves with ſo much 

1 tender concern and affection, that they love him a 

| a parent. So con/tantly devout, and fervent in thy 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— ę³: vY 
— _ - 


duties of religion and morality, that they reverenc 
him as a ſaint, and conſider him as a Adentor : They art 
awed by his virtues, not by his ſeverities ; and by: 
conſtant attention to his doctrine, exemplified in his 
own life, his pupils frequently acquire ©* ſuch a con 
©« viction of the conſciouſneſs of a deity to all thei 
« thoughts, that every inordinate wiſh becomes ſe 
« cretly ſuppreſſed by the moſt ſcrupulous circum 
« ſpections.“ 


Such is the amiable Candidus, and ſuch the enga 
ging and ſucceſsful methods he makes uſe of \ 


m— Jo rear the tender thought, 

« To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, 

To pour the freſh inſtructions o'er the mind, 

&« To breathe th' enliv'ning ſpirit, and to fix 

„The gen'rous purpole in the glowing . 
enun⸗ 
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Denuncius too is a man of learning, but not ſo 
otarious for his learning as the o/fentation of it: 
Therefore knowledge he cannot have much of, be- 
or lit cauſe if he had, he would ſee ſo much weakneſs even 
3 nayWin the perfection of human Keaſon, that he would 
omiſ Hin conſequence deſpiſe, not be proud of, his own miſe- 
des Hrable pittance: Watching and aſſiſting the openings 
ne be! ot little minds, enlarging their ideas, ſowing the 
men ſceds of goodneſs, or weeding out enormities, though 
ariticfWvery cflential points, are yet ſuch as he is equally ig- 
in hinWnorant and unconcerned about, wanting that nece/- 
ven ry diſcernment to deduce the actions of men to their 
us, he minuteſt ſources, or to infer conſequences from their 
an, Of manners or actions; but his incapacity in this is not 
livinſſſſ tne leaſt obſtruction to his general acceptation, which 
Cer ii my wwije/ readers will, on fir thoughts, wonder at; 


luencW but tuen let them confider, that there are hundreds 
plaudWof parents who can judge of a lad's advancement in 
| muci_ ſounds, ſyllables, words, or languages, who are ut- 
him ai 


ter:y incapable of diſcerning the enlargement of his 
mental faculties, and their wonder will ceaſe. I have 
verenaſſſ obſerved before, that he is vain and oftentatious : I 
1ey ara ſhou!d have added paſſionate, pedantic, arrogant, mo- 
d by af roſe, and ill-natured, the natural produce of a narrew 
in hi and ignorant mind. As paſſionate, be frequently op- 
a can poſes commotion with commotion : So that his ſcho- 
/ thei lars le upon his ſeverities as revenge, or the gatifi- 
es ſelf cation of his own contefling humour, not the neceſſa- 
rcumy 7y correction of their faults. His paſſion too drives 
bim to ſuch lengths, as often ſubjects im to undue con- 
engalceſſions, ſo that he deitroys the authority and order 
of „is ſchool by his very endeavours to preferve them; 

in ſhort, as 51s behaviour in ſchool is ex the re- 
verſe to that of Candidus, fo are its effects, for De- 
nuntius is as heartily ridiculed and deſpiſed, as the 


in the 


nd, other is reverenced and beloved. While their boys, 
. though perhaps with the equal approbation of their 
ſt. | b 3 e 


Denun- . 
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ſeveral parents, leave their reſpective ſchools with this We! 
difference, i. e. The inſtructions and example of Can- We 
didus having diſpelled from before his pupils the miſt 
ji of ignorance, and enabled them to fee clearly and 
l | Judge infallibly of the merits and demerits of good 
} | and evil, and of the natural conſequences thereof, his 
| 


S— 


young men are thereby enabled to guard againſt a,. 
ineitements to the viſianary pleaſure of guilty life, du 
and to ſteer their courſe with ſecurity and credit 


| through the world: Whereas thoſe of Denuncius, not Wai 
having had their ſenſes and reaſoning faculties exer- fr. 
| ciſed, or their judgments cultivated, but tyrannized 
| into implicit obedience, and perhaps into an ſrrepa- E 


rable meanneſs, abjectneſs, and flaviſhneſs of /p:rit, Mp x 
ſally forth into action and the wide world at random, i ne 
ignorant of the roads that lead to true honour and hap- 
pineſs, and unapprized of the latent dangers of Vice 1: 
| and Error, till they are perhaps ſurprized, ſwallowed 

1p, or otherwiſe andone by their conſequences. 


| | Notwithſtanding the reverſeneſs of theſe two cha- ti 
1 racters, they are almoſt always miſerably confounded 
| by the undiſcer ning world, who are ever liable to be 
: deceived by falſe appearances, Narrow reſerve and t: 
1 pedantic moroſeneſs have paſſed for ſound wiſdom and 
| profound diſcretion : Inſtructors of youth have dg. 
nerated into the corrupters and depravers of it, autho- 
rity into tyranny, and ſubmiſſion into ſlavery : Hence 
1 it is that the moſt deſpicable and worthleſs pretender; 
"y have put up for that veneration and efteem, only du 
to men of ability and worth; and oftencr men of #- 
| bility and worth have been obliged to Hare the cor- 
| tempt due to knaves and dunces : By this means the 
| moſt laudable and honsrary profeſſion in the world, 
4 i. e. the in/irufing of youth, is eſteemed mean, de- 
pendent, and ſervile ; and thus in far more inſtance 
than immediately relate to my purpoſe, a nice obſer 
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er may diſcern That the boundaries of diſtinction 
detween good and evil, are almoſt loſt in the world.“ 


Grammatical learning is at preſent, perhaps, 106 
much out of faſhion, eſpccia/ly among the ladies. Moſt 
of our Exglih Grammars being ſo dependent upon the 
Latin, that they appear only tranſlations of them, intro- 
ducing many neealeſs perplexities; as ſuperfluous Caſes, 
genders, moods, tenſes, &c, peculiarities which our 
tanguage 4s exempt from: Therefore it muſt proceed 
from ignerance or parade in any ſchool- maſter to 
teach or pretend much advantage thereſiom, to a mere 
Engliſh ſcholar ; and, it is owing to this ignorance or 
1 pretence, that Engliſßs Grammar is /o much 
neglected, or ſo lightly efteemed as it is, even amongſt 
men of learning; though it is generally allowed that 
none can ſpeak or write properly who are ignorantof 
Grammar; therefore it becomes neceſſary that a 
practical Engliſb Grammar“ ſhould be conſiſtent with 
itſelf, and independent of the Latin, except in ſuch ar- 
ticles as are common to both. : 


None can ever diſplay their talents to much advan- 
tage, either in writing or converſation, unleſs they 
have a taſte for the beauty and propriety of their 
mother tongue; and which they can never have, with- 
out learning it, /o as to know the nature and Kinds of 
words, with their connections and dependencies upon 
one another. That many women read much, and yet 
not to edification, is chiefly becauſe they are igno- 
rant of theſe connections and dependencies, and there- 
by apply relatives to wrong antecedents, verbs to 
wrong names, particularly where there is a genitive 
caſe between a nominati ve Word and the verb, make 
things for perſons, and perſons for things, and are 

| there- 


* Sce FiSHER's Engliſh GRAM NAR. 
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thereby miſled in the ſenſe of what they are about to 
trace, eſpecially in circum/tantial authors, or ſuch a; m. 
the generality call dark and obſcure writers, meaning Hof 
thoſe who, by tranſpoſition, Sc. deviate from the ge- di 
neral order of the language: They feel an entangle- Wl pe 
ment, though they 4new not what or where, and are MIt 
equally bing to the beauties and idioms of language, ar 
I could eaſily exemplify this; but it would be tedious 
to demonſtrate it to thoſe who know nothing of go. 
vernment or conſtruction, and ncedleſs to thoſe who 
do, and have ever experienced the want of it in others, 


Women being thus left lame in their learning, are 
in a great meaſure incapable of further improving 
themſelves, in ſpite of all the pains that writers hav | 
taken, or may take, till the obſtacle be removed: 
And ſlill to aggravate the caſe, they are moſtly put to 
ſerving or ſimilar articles, under the care of ſome mi- 
ſtreſs, who is perhaps either utterly incapable of aſ- 
liſting them in the purſuit of knowledge, or who, | 
from a crudity of ſcholars, wants time to point out | 
or explain to them ſuch places or ſubjects in books as 
are be/t adapted to their ſeveral wants, or even to di- 
rect them in their choice of books. Others there are 
who have not a book in their ſchools, or ſuch only 
as are 20 way ſuitable for youth. Theſe impediments 
are very lamentable, eſpectally as they occur in the very 
nick of time a young lady ſhould be taught to think, 
reflect, and form a fate of life in. 


I do not mean to recommend READING at the ex- 
pence of SEWING, but would only make a principle of 
the former. There are ſeveral governeſſes, doubtleſs 
who are very capable of infirudting young ladies in 
both, which would form an agreeable variety, by re- 
laxing or relieving them from one by the other. 
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Thoſe who have no taſte for intellectual amuſe- 
ments will ſeize upon the next thing at hand, be it 
of ever ſo light or fantaſtical a kind. A love for 
diverſions. where it has once got ſooting, Heals upon 
perſons inſenſibly, till it engroſſes their whole time : 
It therefore becomes neceſſary to get the ſtart of it, 
and prepoſleſs them early with a love of books.” 
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The Practice of VIRTUE recommended, 


If Happineſs be your Purſuit, | 
Plant Virtue—and Content“ the Fruit. Gar. 


& HEN Hercules, ſays the divine Prodicus, was 
Aw in that Part of his Youth, in which it was 
natural for him to conſider what Courſe of 
WE Life he ought to purſue, he one Day re- 
tired into a Deſart, where the Silence and 

dolitude .of the Place very much favoured his Medi- 
atigns. As he was muſing on his preſent Condi- 
ion, and very much perplexed in himſelf on the 
dtate of Life he ſhould chuſe, he ſaw two Wo- 
ven, of a larger Stature than ordinary, approaching 
owards him. One of them had a very notable Air 
nd graceful Deportment ; her Beauty was natural 
nd eaſy z her Perſon clean and unſpotted; her Eyes 
t towards the Ground, with an agreeable Reſerve 
er Motion and Behaviour full of Modeſty; and her 
Laiment as white as Snow. — The other had a great 
leal of Health and Floridneſs in her Countenance, 
hich ſhe had helped with: an artificial White and 
led, and endeavoured to appear more graceful than 
or- 
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ordinary in her Mein, by a Mixure of AﬀeRation i 
all her Geſtures. She had a wonderful Confidenc 
and Aſſurance in her Looks, and all the Variety d 
Colours in her Dreſs, that ſhe thought were the mo 
proper to ſhew her Complexion to an Advantage 
She caſt her Eyes on herſelf, then turned them d 
thoſe that were preſent, to ſee how they liked her 
and often looked on the Figure ſhe made in her ow 
Shadow. Upon her nearer Approach to Hercules, ſhe 
Ngpped before the other Lady, (who came forwarl 
With a regular compoſed Carriage) and running up t 
him, accoſted him in the following Manner, 

My dear Hercules, (ſays ſhe) I find you are ver 
much divided in your own Thoughts upon the Way 
of Life that you ought to chuſe : Be my Friend, ant 
follow me; I will lead you into the Polleſſion o 
Pleaſure, and out of the Reach of Pain, and remor: 

ou from all the Noiſe and Diſquietude of Buſineſs 
The Affairs of either War or Peace ſhall have no 
Power to diſturb you. Your whole Employment ſhal 
be to make your Life eaſy, and to entertain every 
Senſe with its proper Gratifications. -Sumptuous 
Tables, Beds of Roſes, Clouds of Perfumes, Con- 
certs of Muſic, Crouds of Beauties, are all in Readi- 
neſs to receive you. Come along with me into this 
Region of Delights, this World of Pleaſure, and bid 
farewell for ever to Care, to Pain, and to Buſineſs. 

Hercules, hearing the Lady talk after this Manner, 
deſired to know her Name; to which ſhe anſwered, 
my Friends, and thoſe who are well acquainted with 
me, call me Happineſs; but my Enemies, and thoſe 
who would injure my Reputation, have given me the 
Name of Pleaſure. 

By this Time the other Lady was come up, who 
addreſſed herſelf to the young Hero in a very different 
Manner. 
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on 1 plication to the Studies proper for your Age. This 
len nakes me hope you will gain both for yourſelf and 
e an immortal Reputation. But before I invite 
moFou into my Society and Friendſhip, I will be open 
2nd finccre with you; and muſt lay down this as an 
n o8ftabliſhed Truth, that there is nothing truly valuable 
hich can be purchaſed without Pains and Labour. 


0 he Gods have ſet a Price upon every real and ncble 
7 : leaſure. If you would gain the Favour of the Deity,, 
Wat 


ou muſt be at the Pains of worſhipping him; if the 
riend{hip of good Men, you mult ſtudy to oblige 
hem; if you would be honoured by your Country, 
ou muſt take Care to ſerve it. In ſhort, if yeu 
ould be eminent in War or Peace, you muſt become 
laſter of all the Qualifications that can make you 
1 08o. Theſe are the only Terms and Conditions upon 
nor hich I can propoſe Happineſs. The Goddeſs of 
els. leaſure here broke in upon her Diſcourſe : You ſee, 
- NO ſaid ſhe) Hercules, by her own Confeſſion, the Way 
ſhall her Pleaſure is long and difficult, whereas that 
Ver\ Which I propoſe is ſhort and eaſy. Alas! (faid the 
doupcher Lady, whoſe Viſage glowed with a Paſſion made 
Op of Scorn and Pity) what are the Pleaſures you pro- 
adi poſe? To eat before you are hungry, drink before 
thißß ou are thirſty, ſleep before you are tired, to gratify 
bid \ppetites before they are raiſed, and raiſe ſuch Appa- 
tes as Nature never planted. You never heard the 
ner, Wnoſt delicious Mutic, which is the Praiſe of one's ſelf; 
red, or ſaw the moſt beautiful Object, which is the Work 
vith Bf onc's own Hands. Your Vctarics paſs away their 
hole hr outh in a Dream of miſtaken Pleaſures, while they 
the hoarding up Anguiſh, "Torment, and Remorſe for 
id Age. 
who As for me, 1 am a Friend of the Gods and of good 
ent len, an agreeable Companion to the Artiſan, a 
ouſhold Guardian to the Fathers cf Families, a Pa- 
ſe '0n and Protector of Servants, and an Allociate in all 
rue and generous Friendips. The Banquets of my 
and W'otatics are never coſtly, but always delicious; for 
\p- A 2 none 
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none eat or drink at them, who are not invited by 
Hunger and Thirſt, Their Slumbers are ſound, and 
their Wakings are chearful. My young Men have 
the Pleaſure of hearing themſelves praited by thoſe MW —— 
who are in Years; and thoſe who are in Years, of be- 

mg honoured by thoſe who are young. Jn a Word, 

my Followers are favoured by the Gods, beloved by He 
their Acquaintances, efteemed by their Country, and 
(after the Cloſe of their Labours) honoured by 7 
Poſterity. 


We know by the Life of this memorable Hero, to D 
which of theſe two Ladies he gave up his Heart; and, 5 2 
{ velieve, every one who reads this, will do him the 5 7 
juſtice to approve his Choice. woes 

1 very much admire the Speeches of theſe Ladies, 2s a. 5 
containing in them the chief Arguments for a Life of have 


Virtue, or a Life of Pleaſure, that could enter into the 5 
Thoughts of an Heathen ; bur am particularly pleaſed 
with the different Figures he gives the two Goddeſſes. 
Hur modern Authors have repreſented Pleaſure and i. 
Vice with an alluring Face, but ending in Snakes and no 
Honſters: Here ſhe appears in all the Charms of M_ - 
Beauty, though they are all falſe and borrowed ; and 
by that means compoſes a Viſion entirely natural and 
pleaſing, 

I have tranſlated this Allegory for the Benefit of 
the Youth of Great-Britain; and particularly of "oh 
thoſe who are ſtill in the deplorable State of Non- 
exiſtence, and whom I moſt earneſtly entreat to come W Uf 
into the World, Let my Embrios ſhew the leaſt In- 
clingtion to any ſingle Virtue, and I ſhall allow it to 
be a Struzgling towards Birth. I do not expect of his / 
them, that, like the Hero in the foregoing Story, they 
thould go about as ſoon as they are born, with a Club We. 
in their Hands, and a Lion's Skin on their Shoulders, 
to root out Monſters, and deſtroy Tyrants; but as the N , | 
hneſt Author of all Antiquity has faid upon this very 
Occafion, though a Man has not the Abilities to 
diitioguſh himſelf in the moſt ſhining Parts of 2 be g 

great 
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great Character, he has certainly the Capacity of be- 
ing juſt, faithful, modeſt, and temperate. 


— — 


On ID LENSRDES 8 


He who defers his Work from Day to Day, 

Does on a River's Brink expetting ſtay, 

Till the whole Stream auhich flop'd him ſhauld be gone, 
Which, as it runs, for ever cuill run on. ANON. 


DLENESS is ſo general a Diſtemper, that I can- 


not but imagine a Speculation on this Subject will 
be of univerſal Uſe. 'I here is hardly any one Per- 


ſon without ſome Allay of it; and Thouſands beſides 
myſclf ſpend . more Time in an idle Uncertainty, 
whether. of two Affairs to begin firſt, than would 
have been ſufficient to have ended them both. The 
Occaſion of this ſeems to be the Want of ſome ne- 
cellary. Employment, to put the Spirits in Motion, 
and to awaken them out of their Lethargy. If I had 


leſs Leiſure, I ſhould have more; for | thould then 


find Time diſtinguiſhed into Portions, ſome for Buſi- 
nels, and others for the indulging of Pleaſures : But 


now one Face of Indolence overſpreads the whole, 


and ] have no Land- mark to direct myſelf by. Were 


one's Time a little ſtraitened by Buſineſs, like Water 


encluſed in its Banks, it would have ſome determined 


Courſe; but unleſs it be put into ſome Channel, it 


has no Current, but becomes a Deluge without either 
Uſe or Motion. 


When Scanderberg, Prince of Epirus, was dead, 
the Turks, who had but too often felt the Force of 


his Arm in the Battles he had won from them, ima- 
gined that by wearing a Piece of his Bones near. their 
Hearts, they ſnould be animated with a Vigour.and 


Force like to that which inſpired him when living. 


As I am like to be but of little Uſe while 1 live, 1 


am re ſolved to do what Good I can after my De- 


ceaſe; and have accordingly ordered my Bones to 
be diſpoſed of in this Manner for the Good of my 
| A 3 | Coun» - 
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Countrymen, who are troubled with too exorbitant 
a Degree of Fire. All Fox-hunters, upon wearing 
me, would in a ſhort Time be brought to endure 
their Beds in a Morning, and perhaps even quit then 
with Regret at Ten: Inſtead of hurrying away to 
teaze a poor Animal, and run away from their own 
Thoughts, a Chair or a Chariot would be thought 
the moſt defireable Means of performing a Remove 
from one Place to another. I ſhould be a Cure for 
the unnatural Deſire of Fohn Trott for Dancing, and a 
Specific to leſſen the Inclination Mrs F:dget has to 
Motion, and cauſe her always to give her Approba- 
tion to the preſent Place ſhe is in. In fine, no Egyp- 
tian Mummy was ever half ſo uſeful in Phyſic, as! 
mould be to thoſe feveriſh Conſtitutions, to repreſs the 
violent Sallies of Youth, and to give cach Action it 
proper Weight and Repoſe. 

I can ſtifle any violent Inclination, and oppoſe 4 
Torrent of Anger, or the Solicitations of Revenge, 
with Succeſs, But Indolence is a Stream which flow: 
ſtowly on, but yet undermines the Foundation of eve1y 
Virtue. A Vice of a more lively Nature were a more 
defirable Tyrant than this Ruſt of the Mind, which 
gives a Tincture of its Nature to every Action d 
one's Life. It were as little Hazard to be toſt in: 
Storm, as to lie thus perpetually becalmed : And it is 
to no Purpoſe to have within one the Seeds of a 
Thouſand good Qualities, if we want the Vigour and 
Reſolution neceſſary for the exerting them. Death 
brings all Perſons back to an Equality ; and this 
Image of it, this Slumber of the Mind, leaves no 
Difference between the greateſt Genius and the mean- 
eſt Underſtanding : A Faculty of doing Things re- 
markably Praiſe-worthy thus concealed, is of no more 
Ule to the Owner, than a Heap of Gold to a Man who 
dares not uſe it. 

'To-morrow is ſtill the fatal Time when all is to be 
rectiſied: "T'o-morrow comes, it goes, and ſtill I pleaſe 
mylclf with the Shadow, whilſt I loſe the Reality; 


* 


Un- 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR, 7 


an unmindful that the preſent Time alone is ours, the 
28 future it yet unborn, and the paſt is dead, and can 
ure only live (as Parents in their Children) in the Actions 
jeu it has produced. 
' to The Time we live ought not to be computed by 
wil the Number of Years, but by the Uſe which has been 
ZN made of it; thus it is not the Extent of Ground, 
Oreßßz but the yearly Rent which gives the Value to the 
tool Eſtate. Wreiched and thoughtleſs Creatures, in the 
d only Place where Covetouſneſs were a Virtue, we 
(ON turn Prodigals! Nothing lies upon our Hands with 
ba · I ſuch Uncaſineſs, nor has there been ſo many Devices 
. for any one Thing, as to make it flide away imper- 
as | ceptibly and to no Purpoſe, A Shilling ſhall be hoard- 
theſß ed up with Care, whilſt that which is above the Price 
wit of an Eſtate, is flung away with Diſregard and Con- 
tempt. There is nothing now-a-days ſo much avoid- 
fe ed, as a ſolicitous Improvement of every Part of Time; 
ige it is a Report that muſt be ſhunned as one tenders the 
oui Name of a Wit and fine Genius, and as one fears the 
reiß dreadful Character of a laborious Plodder: But not- 
rel withſtanding this, the greateſt Wits any Age has pro- 
zieh duced thought far otherwiſe; for who can think either 
i Socrates or Demoſthenes loſt any Reputation, by their 
in i continual Pains both in overcoming the Defects and 
it u improving the Gifts of Nature. All are acquainted 
f al with the Labour and Aſſiduity with which Tally ac- 
andi quired his Eloquence. Seneca, in his Letters to Luct- 
call Lins, aſſures him, there was not a Day in which be did 
thuß not either write ſomething, or read and epitomiſe ſome 
| nol good Author; and I remember Pliny, in one of his 
an- Letters, where he gives an Account of the various 
re-W Methods he uſed to fill up every Vacancy of Time, | 
note after ſeveral Employments which he enumoerates; 1 
who ſometimes, ſays he, I hunt; but even then 1 carry | 
with me a Pocket-book, that whilſt my Servants are. | | 
| 


> bel buſir'd in diſpoſing of the Nets and other Matters, 
eaſe L may be employed in ſomething that may be uſeful 
ty; to „ 
un- | 
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to me in my Studies; and that if I miſs of my Game, 
I may at the leaſt bring Home ſome of my own 
Thoughts with me, and not have the Mortification of 
having caught nothing all Day. 

Thus, dir, you fee how many Examples I recal 
to mind, and what Arguments I uſe with myſelf, to 
regain my Liberty: But as | am afraid it is no ordi- 
nary Perſuaſion that will be of Service, I ſhall expect 
your Thoughts on this Subject, with the greateſt Im- 
patience, eſpecially ſince the Good will not be con- 
hned to me alone, but will be of univerial Uſe. For 
there are no Hopes of Amendment where Men are 
pleaſed with their Ruin, and whilſt they think Lazi- 
neſs is a deſirable Character: Whether it be that they 
like the State itſelf, or that they think it gives them 
a new Luſtre when they do exert. themſelves, ſeem- 
ingly to be able to do 'that without Labour and Ap- 
plication, which others attain to but by the greateſt 
Diligence, | 

| SIMON SLOW, 


_— 


On ſpending T 1 M E. 


Time in Adwance behind him hides his Wings, . 
And ſeems to creep decrepid with his Age: . 
Behold hin: when paſt by, <vhat then ts ſeen 


But his broad Pinions fleeter than the Wind. vous. 


W all of us complain of the Shortneſs of Time, 


ſaith Seneca, and yet have much more than 


we know what to do with. Our Lives, ſays he, 
are ſpent either in doing nothing at all, or in doing 
nothing to the Purpoſe, or in doing nothing that we 
ought to do. ' 
are few, and acting as though there would be no End 
of them. That noble Philoſopher has deſcribed our 
Inconſiſtency with ourſelves in this Particular, by all 


thoſe various Turns of Expreſſion and Thought which. 
1 


are peculiar to his Writings. 


We are always complaining our Days, 
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I] often conſider Mankind as wholly inconſiſtent 
with itſelf in a Point that bears ſome Affinity to the 
former. Though we ſeem grieved at the Shortneſs of 
Life in general, we are wiſhing every Period of it at 
an End. The Minor longs to be at Age, then to be 
a Man of Buſineſs, then to make up an Eſtate, then to 
arrive at Honours, then to retire, Thus although the 
whole of Life is allowed by every one to be ſhort, the 
ſeveral Diviſions of it appear to be long and tedious. 
We are for lengthening our Span in general, but 
would fain contract the Parts of which it 1s compoſed. 
The Ufurer would be very well ſatisfied to have all the 
Time annihilated that lies between the preſent Mo- 
ment and next Quarter Day. The Politician wouid 
be contented to loſe three Years in his Life, could he 
place 'I hings in the Pojture which he fancies they, 
will ſtand in after ſuch a Revolution of Time. The 
Lover would be glad to ſtrike out of his Exiſtence all 
the Moments that are to paſs away before the happy 
Meeting. Thus; as faſt as our Time runs, we ſhould 


be very glad, in moſt Part of our Lives, that it ran, 


much faſter than it does, Several Hours of the Day 
hang upon our Hands, nay we with away whole 
Years, and travel through Time as through a Coun- 
try filled with many wild and empty Waltes, which 
we would fain hurry over, that we may arrive at thoſe 
ſeveral little Settlements or imaginary Points of Reſt 
which are diſperſed up and down in it. 

If we divide the Life of moſt Men into twenty 
Parts, we ſhall find that at leaſt nineteen of them are 


mere Gaps and Chaſms, which are neither filled with, 


Pleaſure nor Buſineſs, I do not, however, include in 
this Calculation, the Life of thoſe Men who are in a 
perpetual Hurry of Affairs, but of thoſe only who are. 
not always engaged in Scenes of Action; and I hope 
[ ſhall not do an unacceptable Piece of Service to thoſe 


Perſons, if I point out to them certain Methods for the 


filling up their empty Spaces of Life, The Methods 
| ſhall propole to them are as follow: 


1 
1 


1 
[| 
[? 
{ 

| 
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The firſt is the Exerciſe of Virtue, in the moft 
eneral Acceptation of the Word. That particular 
A Which comprehends the ſocial Virtues, may 
give Employment to the moſt induſtrious Temper, 
and hnd a Man Bufineſs more than the moſt active 
Station of Life. To adviſe the Ignorant, relieve 
the Needy, comfort the Afflicted, are Duties that 
fall in our Way almoſt every- Day of our Lives. A 
Man has frequent Opportunities of micigating the 
Fierceneſs of a Party ; of doing Juſtice to the Cha- 
racer of a deſerving Man; of ſoftening the Envious, 
quieting the Angry, and rectifying the Prejudiced ; 
which are all of them Employments ſuited to a 
reaſonable Nature, and bring great Satisfaction to 
the Perſon who can bufy himſelf in them with Diſ- 
cretion. | 
There is another Kind of Virtue that may find 
Employment for thoſe retired Hours in which we 
are altogether left to ourſelves, and deſtitute of Com- 
pany and Converſation: I mean that Intercourſe 
and Communication which every reaſonable Crea- 
ture ought to maintain with the great Author of his 
Being. The Man who lives under an habitual 
Senſe of the Divine Preſence, keeps up a perpetual 
Chearfulneſs of Temper, and enjoys every Moment 
the Satisfaction of thinking himſelf in Company 
with his deareſt and beſt of Friends. The Time 
never lies heavy upon him: It is impoſſible for him 
to be alone. His "Thoughts and Paſſions are the 
moſt buſted at ſuch Hours, when thoſe of other Men 
are the moſt inactive. He no ſooner ſteps out of 
the World, but his Heart buins with Devotion, 
ſwells with Hope, and triumphs 4n the Conſciouſneſs 
of that Preſence which every where ſurrounds him; 
or on. the contrary, pours out its Fears, its Sorrows, 
its Apprehenſions, to the great Supporter of its 
Exiſtence. 
I have here only confidered the Neceſſity of a 
Man's 
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Man's being virtuous, that he may have ſomething to 
do; but it we conſider further, that the Exercife of 
Virtue is not only an Amuſement for the Lime it laſts, 
but that its Influence extends to thoſe Parts of our 
Exiſtence which lie beyond the Grave, and that our 
whole Eternity is to take its Colour from thoſe Hours 
which we here employ in Virtue or inVice, the Argu— 
ment redoubles upon us, for putting in Practice this 
Method of paſſing away our I'tme, 

When a Man has but a little Stock to improve, 
and has Opportunities of turning it all to good Ac— 
count, what ſhall we think of him if he ſuffers nine— 
teen Parts of it to lie dead, and perhaps employs 
even the twenticth to his Ruin or Diſadvantage ? 
But becauſe the Mind cannot be always in its Fer- 
vours, nor {trained up to a Pitch of Virtue, it is ne- 
ceſſary to find out proper Employments for it in its 
Relaxations. 

The next Method therefore that T would propoſe 
to fill up our Time, ſhould be uſeful and innocent 
Diverſions. I muſt confeſs I think it is below rea- 
ſonable Creatures to be altogether converſant in ſuch 
Diverſions as are merely innocent, and have nothing 
elie to recommend them, but that there is no Hurt in 
in them Whether any Kind of Gaming has even 
thus much to ſay for itſelf, I ſhall not determine; 
but I think it is very wonderful to. ſee Perſons of 
the beſt Senſe paſſing away a dozen Hours together in 
ſhuMing and dividing a Pack of Cards, with no other: 
Converſation but what is made up of a few Game 
Phraſes, and no other Ideas but thoſe of black or red 
Spots ranged together in different Figures. Would 
not a Man laugh to hear any one of this Species com- 
plaining that Life is ſhort! 

The Stage might be made a perpetual Source of the 
moſt noble and uſeful Entertainments, were it under 
proper Regulations, 

But the Mind never unbends itſelf ſo agreeably as 
n the Converſation of a well-choſen Friend. There 

iS 
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is indeed no Bleſſing of Life that is any Way compar. 
able to the Enjoyment of a diſcreet and virtuous 
Friend. It eaſes and unloads the Mind, clears and 
improves the Underitanding, engenders Thought and 
Knowledge, animates Virtue and good Reſolutions, 
ſooths and allays the Paſſions, and finds Employment 
for moſt of the vacant Hours of Life, | 

Next to ſuch an Intimacy with a particular Perſon, 
one would endeavour after a more general Converſation 
with ſuch as are capable of edifying and entertaining 
thoſe with whom they converſe, which are Qualities 
that ſeldom go aſunder. 

There are many other uſcful Amuſements of Life, 
which one would endeavour to multiply, that one 
might, on all Occaſions, have Recourſe to ſomething, 
rather than ſufter the Mind to lie idle, or run adritt 
with any Paſſion that chances to ariſe in it. 

A Man that has a Taſte for Muſic, Painting, or 
Architecture, is like one that has another Senſe, when 
compared with ſuch as have no Reliſh of thoſe Arts, 
The Floriſt, the Planter, the Gardener, the Huſband- 
man, when they are only as Accompliſhments tg 
the Man of Fortune, are great Reliefs to a Country 
Life, and many Ways uſeful to thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
of them. 


1 


yk FI WW —_— 


On the ſame SUBJECT. 


Live ewwel!, and then hoaw ſoon ſoe'er you die, 
Thou art of Age to claim Eternity. RANDOLF, 


IHE human Species only, to the great Reproach 

of our Nature, are filled with Complaints, 

that the Day hangs heavy on them, that they do nit 
know what to do with themſelves, that they are at a 
Laſs how to paſs away their Time, with many of the 
like ſhameful Murmurs, which we often find in the 
Mouth of thoſe who are ſtiled reaſonable Beings. 
How monitrous are ſuch Expreſſions among Crea- 
tures who have the Labours of the Mind, as well as 
thoſe 
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thoſe of the Body, to furniſh them with proper Em- 
ployment ; who, beſides the Bufineſs of their reſpective 
Callings and Profeſſions, can apply themſelves to the 
Duties of Religion, to Meditation, to the reading of 
uſeful Books, and to diſcourſe ; in a Word, who may 
exerciſe themſelves in the unbounded Purſuits of Know- 
ledge and Virtue, and every Hour of their Lives make 
W themſelves wiſer or better than they were before. 
After having been taken up for ſome Time in this 
Courſe of Thought, I diverted myſelf with a Book, ac- 
cording to my uſual Cuſtom, in order to unbend m 
Mind before I went to Sleep. The Book I made Ule 
0 of on this Occaſion was Lucian, where I amuſed my 
'M Thoughts for about an Hour among the Dialogues of 
the Dead, which in all Probability produced the fol- 
lowing Dream. 
I was conveyed, methought, into the Entrance of 
the infernal Regions, where 1 ſaw Rhadamanthus, 
one of the Judges of the Dead, ſeated in his Tri- 
bunal. On his Left Hand ftood the Keeper of Erebus, 
ad- Jen his Right Hand the Keeper of Elyjum. | was told 
tobe fat upon Women that Day, there being ſeveral of 
the Sex lately arrived, who had not yet their Manſions 
le / aſſigned them. I was ſurpriſed to hear him aſk every 
one of them the ſame Queſtion, what they had bern 
doing? Upon this Queſtion being propoſed to the 
whole Aſſembly, they ſtared upon one another, as not 
knowing what to anſwer. He then interrogated each 
of them ſeparately. Madam, ſays he, to the firſt of 
r. them, you have been upon the Earth about fift 
ich Tears: What have you been doing there all this 
0 While ? Doing, ſays ſhe, really I do not know what L 
3 . . . 
„„ bave been doing: I defire I may have Time given me 
4 eb recollect, After about half an Hour's Pauſe, ſhe 
the told him, that ſhe had been playing at Crimp; upon 
the which Rhadamanthus beckoned to the Keeper on his 
eſt Hand, to take her into Cuſtody. And you, Ma- 
ca. dam, ſays the Judge, that look with ſuch a ſoft and 
| a; = guiſhing Air: I think a9 ſet out for this Place in 


you 
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your nine and twentieth Year, what have you beer 
doing all this While? I had a great deal of Buſineſs c 
my Hands, x + ſhe, being taken up the firit tweh 
Years of my Life, in dreſſing a jointed Baby, and al 
the remaining Part of it in reading Plays and Ro- 
mances. Very well, ſays he, you have employed you 
Time to good Purpoſe. Away with her. Ihe next 


was a plain Countrywoman : Well, Miſtreſs, ſa hat f 
Rhadamanthus, and what have you been doing? If i thir 
pleaſe your Warſhip, ſays ſhe, 1 did not live quite forWon, 
ty Years; and in that Time brought my Huſband ſe h, < 
ven Daughters, made him nine thouſand Cheeſes, an ot h. 
left my eldeſt Giri with him, to look after his HoulWave « 
in my Abſence, and whom I may venture to ſay is aWy at 
pretty a Houſewife as any in the Country. RhadaW-cale 
manthus (ſmiled at the Simplicity of the good Woman e | 
and ordered the Keeper of Ehſium to take her into hi 0 w 
Care. And you, fair Lady, ſays he, what have you! 2 
been doing theſe five and thirty Years ? I have bee in 
doing no Hurt, I aſſure you, Sir, ſaid ſhe. That app) 
well, ſays he; but what Good have you been doing WP in 
The Lady was in great Confuſion at this QueſtionW'ctlec 
and not knowing what to anſwer, the two Keepen how. 
leaped out to ſeize her at the ſame Time; the on mu; 

took her by the Hand to convey her to Ely/rum, th, 
other caught Hold of her to carry her away to £r-bu{W79" | 
But Rhadamanthus obſerving an ingenuous Modeſty inf 29 | 
her Countenance and Behaviour, bid them both lee nc 
her looſe, and ſet her aſide for Re examination when, he 
he was more at Leiſure An old Woman, of a proud, an 
and four Look, preſented herſelf next at the Bar, and" 
being aſked what ſhe had been doing? Truly, faJW*PP) 
ſhe, I lived threeſcore and ten Years in a very Wich be 
World, and was fo angry at the Behaviour of a Pr. 

cc} of young Flirts, that I paſt moſt of my laſt YearW"4 
in condemning the Follies of the Times; 1 was every" tv 
Day blaming the filly Conduct of People about mee 
in order to deter thoſe I converſed with from falling Di 
'rers 


into the like Errors and Miſcarriages. Very well 
lays 
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To 
s of y 5 Rhadamanthus, but did you keep the ſame watch- 
cli! Eye over your own Actions? Why, truly, ſays 


he, | was ſo taken up with publiſhing the Faults of 
thers, that I had no Time to conlider my own. 
ladam, ſays Rhadamanthus, be pleaſed to file off to 
he Left, and make Room for the venerable Matron 
hat ſtands behind you. Old Gentlewoman, ſays he, 
If if think you are fourſcore : You have heard the Queſ- 
forWon, what have you been doing ſo long in the World? 
| (Mb, Sir! ſays the, I have been doing what I ſhould 
ot have done; but I had made a fum Reſolution to 


ant 
oulWave changed my Life, if I had not been ſnatched off 
is Ay an untimely End. Madam, ſays he, you will 


leaſe to follow your Leader; and ſpying another of 
he ſame Age, interrogated her in the ſame Form, 
o which the Matron replied, I have been the Wife 
f a Huſband, who was as dear to me in his old Age 
bees in his Youth. I have been a Mother, and very 
Happy in my Children, whom I endeavoured to bring 

p in every Thing that was good. My eldeſt Son 1s 
!efled by the Poor, and beloved by every one that 
nows him. I lived within my own Family, and left 
much more wealthy than I found it. Rhadaman- 
us, who knew the Value of the old Lady, ſmiled 
pon her in ſuch a Manner, that the Keeper of E/y/ium, 
ho knew his Office, reached out his Hand to her. 
le no ſooner touched her, but her Wrinkles vaniſh- 
q, her Eyes ſparkled, her Checks glowed with Bluſh- 
s, and the appeared in full Beauty. A young Wo- 
an obſerving that this Officer who conducted the 
appy to Ely/mm, was ſo great a Beauliſſer, longed 
o be in his Hands, fo that preſſing through the 
rowd, ſhe was the next that appeared at the Bar. 
nd being aſked what ſhe had. been doing the five 
nd twenty Years that ſhe had paſſed in the World: [ 
ave endeavoured, ſays ſhe, ever ſince I came to Years 
Diſcretion, to make myſelf lovely and to gain Ad- 
ders. In order to it, I paſt my Time in bottling "up 
May Dew, inventing white Wathes, mixing Colours, 
B 2 Cut= 
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cutting out Patches, conſulting my Glaſs, ſuiting m 
Complexion,. tearing off my Tucker, finking m 
. Stays, —Rhadamanthus, without hearing her out, gat 
the Sign to take her off. Upon the Approach of th 
Keeper of Erebus, her Colour faded, her Face puckei 
ed up with Wrinkles, and her whole Perſon was lol 
in Deformity. 

was then ſurpriſed with a diſtant Sound of a whol: 
Troop of Females that came forward laughing, ſing- 
ing, and dancing, I was very deſirous to know the 
Reception they would meet with, and withal was ve 
apprehenſive that Rhadamanthus would ſpoil thei 
Mirth: But at their nearer Approach, the Noiſe gre 
ſo very great that it awakened me. 

I lay ſome Time, reflecting in myſelf on the Od 
ncis of this Dream, and could not forbear aſking n 
own Heart what I was doing ? I anſwered myſelf, th 
I was writing Guardians. If my Readers make as goal 
a Uſe of this Work as I deſign they ſhould, I hope i 
will never be imputed to me as a Work that is van 
and unprofitable. a 

I ſhall conclude with recommending to them: 
ſame ſhort Self-examination. If every one of then 
frequently lays his Hand upon his Heart, and cont 
ders what he is doing, it will check him in all th 
idle, or what is worle, the vicious Moments of Life; 
lift up his Mind when it is running on in a Series d 
indifferent Actions, and encourage him when he i 
engaged in thoſe that are virtuous and laudable. It 
a Word, it will very much alleviate that Guilt, which 
the beſt of Men have Reaſon to acknowledge in the! 
daily Confeſſions, of leaving undone thoſe Things whii 
' #hey ought to have done, and of. doing thoſe Things whiid 
they ought not ta have done. 
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On F'R-1 5K 5 


Tf aught on Earth tÞ immortal Pow'rs deridey 

*Tis ſurely this I he Little net of Pride. ANON. 

F there be any Thing which makes human Nature 
appear ridiculous to Beings of ſuperior Faculties, 
it muſt be Pride. They know ſo well the Vanity of 
thoſe imaginary Perfections that ſwell the Heart of 
Man, and of thoſe little ſupernumerary Advantages, 
whether in Birth, Fortune, or Title, which one Man 
enjoys above another, that it muſt certainly very much 
aſtoniſh, if it does not very much divert them, when 
they ſze a Mortal pufted up and valuing himſelt above 
his Neighbours on any of theſe Accounts, at the ſame 
Time that he is obnoxious to all the common Calami- 
ties of the Species. 

Fo ſet this Thought in its true Light, we ſhall 
fancy, if you pleaſe, that yonder Mole- hill is inba- 
bited by reaſonable Creatures, and that every Piſmire 
{his Shape and Way of Life only excepted) is en- 
cowed with human Paſſions. How ſhould we fmile 
to hear one give us an Account of the Pedigrees, Diſ- 
Unions and Titles that reign. amongſt them] Ob- 
ferve how the whole Swarm divide, and make Way 
for the Piſmire that. paſſes through them!] You mult 
underſtand he is an Emmet of Quality, and has bet- 
ter Blood in his Veins than any Piſmire in the Mole- 
hill. Do you not ſee how ſenſible he is of it, how 
To flow he marches forward, how the whole Rabble of. 
nie Ants keep their Diſtance ? Here you may obſcrve one 
8 placed upon a little Eminence, and lookin down on 
4:08 long Row of Labourers. He is the richeſt Inſect 
„ul en this Side the Hillock : He has a Walk of Half a 
Yard in Length, and a Quarter of an Inch in Breadth; 
he keeps one hundred menial Servants, and has at leaſt 
hitcen Barley-Corns in his Granary. He is now 
chiding and enſlaving the Emmet that ſtands before 


him, and who, for all that we can diſcover, is as good 
an Emmet as himſelf, | 


B 3 But 
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| tures. and Perfections regard all the Inſtances of Pride 
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But here comes an Inſet of Figure: Do not you 
take Notice of a little white Straw that he carries in 
his Mouth ? That Straw, you muſt underſtand, he 
would not part with for the longeſt T'ra&t about the 
Mole-hill : Did you 'but know what he has under- 
gone to purchaſe it! See how the Ants of all Quali- 
ties and Conditions ſwarm about him. Should this 
Straw drop out of his Mouth, you would ſee all this 
numerous Circle of Attendants follow the next that 
took it up, and leave the diſcarded Inſect, or run over 
his Back to come at his Succeſſor. 

If now you have a Mind to ſee all the Ladies of the 
Mole-hill, obſerve firſt the Piſmire that liſtens to the 
Emmet on her Left-hand, at the ſame Time that 
ſhe ſeems to turn away her Head from him. He tells 
this poor Inſet that ſhe is a Goddeſs ; that her | yes 
are brighter than the Sun; that Life and Death are 
at her Diſpoſal. She believes him, and gives herſelf 
a thouſand little Airs upon it. Mark the Vanity of 
the Piſmire on your Left-hand. She can ſcarce 
raw with Age; but you muſt know ſhe values her- 
ſelf upon her Birth; and, if you mind, ſpurns at 
every one that comes within her Reach. The little 
nimble Coquette that is running along by the Side of 
her, is a Wit, She has broken many a Piſmire's 
Heart.“ Do but obſerve what a Drove of Lcyvers are 
running after her, | 

We will here finiſh this imaginary Scene; but: firſt 
of all, to draw the Parallel cloſer, will ſuppoſe, if 

ou pleaſe, that Death comes down upon the Mole- 
hill, in the Shape of a Cock-Sparrow, and picks up, 
without Diſtinction, the Pifmire of Quality and his 
Flatterers, the Piſmire of Subſtance and his Day— 
labourers, the White-St: aw Officer and his Syco- 
phants, with all the Goddeſſes, Wits, and Beautics of 
the Mole-hill, 5 . 

May we not imagine that Beings. of ſuperior Na- 


«nd Vanity, among our on Spccics, in the ſame 
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Kind of View, when they take a Survey of thoſe who 
inhabit this Earth: or in the [,anguage of an inge- 


nious French Poet, of thoſe Piſmires that people th's 


Heap of Dirt, which human Vanity has divided into 
Climates and Regions. 


. 
— 


— 


The BAS K ET-MAEK ER. A Peruvian Tale. 
| The Pride of Blotd or high. Birth decried, 


Hl :rth mnak2s the Man, and Want of it the Feil25v, 
Ty. ret is all but Leather and Prenelia. - „ 


N the Midſt of that vaſt Ocean, commonly called 
the South-Sea, lie the Iſlands of Salmon. In the 


Center of thole lies one not only diitant from the 


reſt, which are 1 mmenſely ſcattered round it, but alſo 
ad beyond Proportion. An Anceſtor of the Prince, 
who now reigns abſolute in this ce:tral Iſland, has, 
through a long Deſcent of Ages, entailed the Name 
of $:{mon's Iſlands on the whole, by the Effect of 
that Wiſdom wherewith he poliſhed the Manners of 
his People. 

A Deſcendant of one of the great Men of this hap- 
py Iſland, bec coming a Gentleman to ſo improved 
a Degree as to deſpiſe the good Qualities which had 
ori ginally enobled his Family, thought of e 
but how to ſupport and di ſtinguiſh his Dignity b 
the. Pride of an ignorant Mind, and a Diſpoſition 
2bandoned to Pleature. He had a Houle on the Sea- 
ide, where he ſpent great Part of his Time in hunt- 
ing and fiſhing : But found himſelf at a Loſs in-Pur- 
ſuit of theſe important Diverſions, by Means of a 
long Slip of Marih-Land, overgrown with high 
Reeds, that lay between his Houſe and the Sea. Re- 
ſolving, at Length, that it became not a Man ef his 
ny to ſubmit to Reſtraints in nis Pleaſures, for 
tne Eaſe and Conveniency of an obſtinate Mechanic; 
and e often endcavoured, in vain, to buy out 
die Owner, who, wes. an honeſt poor W 
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and whoſe Livelihood depended on working up the 
Flags of thoſe Reeds, in a Manner peculiar to him- 
ſelf, the Gentleman took Advantage of a very high 
Wind, and commanded his Servants to burn down the 
Barrier. 

The Baſket-maker, who ſaw himſelf undone, com- 
plained of the Oppreſlion in Terms more ſuited to 
his Senſe of the Injury, than the Reſpect due to the 
Rank of the OSJender : And the Reward this Impru— 
dence procured him, was the additional Injuſtice of 
Blows and Reproacl.es, and all Kinds of Inſult and 
Indignity. | 

There was but one Way to a Remedy, and he took 
it: For going to the Capital, with the Marks of his 
hard Uſage upon him, he threw himlelf at the Feet 
of the King, and procured a Citation for his Oppreſ— 
ſor's Appearance; who, confeſling the Charge, pro- 
ceeded to juſtify his Behaviour by the poor Man's Un- 
mindfulneſs of the Submiſſion due from the Vulgar to 
Gentlemen of Rank and Diſtinction. 

But pray, replied the King, what Diſtinction of 
Rank had the Grandfather of your Father, when, be- 
ing a Cleaver of Wood in the Palace of my Anceſtors, 
he was raiſed from among thoſe Vulgar you ſpeak of 
with ſuch. Contempt, in Reward of an Inſtance he 

ave of his Courage and Loyalty in Defence of his 

laſter? Yet his. Diſtinction was nobler than yours: 
It was the Diſtinction of. Soul, not of Birth; the Su- 
periority of Worth, not of Fortune! I am ſorry ! 
have a ee in my Kingdom, who. is baſe enough 
to be ignorant, that Eaſe and Diſtinction of Fortune 
were beſtowed on him but to this End, that, being at 
Reſt from #11 Cares of providing for himſelf, he might 
apply his Heart, Head, and Hand, for ths public Ad- 
vantage of others. 


Here the King, difcontinuing. his Speech, fixed an 


Eye of. Indignation on a ſullen Reſentment of Mein 


which he obſerved in the haughty Offender, who 
muttered out his Diſlike of. the Encouragement this 
; Yay 
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Way of thinking muſt give to the Commonalty, who, 
he ſaid, were to be conſidered as Perſons of no Con- 
ſequence, in Compariſon of Men who were born to 
be honoured, Where Reflection is wanting, replied 
their Defects in the Pain of their Sufferings. Tau- 
ſtrio the Injured and the Injurer; and, conveying 
them to one of the moſt barbarons and remoteſt of the 
Iſlands, fet them aſhore in the Night, and leave them 
both to their Fortune, 

The Place in which they were landed was a Marſh ; 
under Cover of thoſe Flags the Gentleman was in 
Hopes to conceal himſelf, and give the Slip to his 
Companion, whom he thought it a Diſgrace to be 
found with: But the Lights in the Galley having 
given an Alarm to the Savages, a conſiderable Body 
of them came down, and diſcovered, in the Morning, 
the two Stravgers in their Hiding-place, Setting up 
a diſmal Yell, they ſurrounded them ; and advancing 
nearer and nearer with a Kind of Clubs, ſeemed de- 
termined to diſpatch them, without Senſe af Hoſpita- 
lity or Mercy. 

Here the Gentleman began to diſcover, that the 
Superiority of his Blood was imaginary : For, be- 
tween the Conſciouſneſs of Shame and Cold, under the 
Nakedneſs he had never been uſed to; a Fear of the 
Event, from the Fiercenets of the Savages” Approach 
and the Want of an Idea whereby to ſoften or divert 


, their Aſperity, he fell behind the poor Sharer of his 


Calamity; and with an unſinewed, apprehenſive, 
unmanly Sneakingneſs of Mein, gave up the Poſt of 
Honour, and made a Leader of the very Man whom 
he had thought it a Diſgrace to conſider as a Com- 
panion, | : 
The Baſket-maker, on the contrary, to-whom the 
Poverty of his Condition had made Nakedneſs habi- 
tual ; to whom a Life of Pain and Mortifcation, re- 
preſented Death as not dreadful; and whoſe Re- 
| | | membrance 


the King with a Smile of Diſdain, Men muſt find 


huma, added he, turning to a Captain of his Galleys, - 
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membrance of his Skill in Arts of which theſe $a. 
vages were ignorant, gave him Hopes of becoming 
fate, from demonitratinz that he could be uteful, 
moved with bolder and more open Freedom ; and, 
having plucked a Handful of the Flags, ſat down 
without Emotion, and making Signs that he would 
ſhew them ſomething worthy of their Attention, fell 
to Work with Smiles and Noddings ; while the Sa. 
vages drew near, and gazed with Expectation of the 
Conſequence, 

It was not Jong before he had wreathed a Kind of 
Coronet, of pretty Workmanſhip; and riſing with 
Reſpect and Fearfulneſs, approached the Savage who 
appcared the Chief, and placed it gently on his Head; 
whole Figure under this new Ornament, ſo charmed 
and ſtruck his Followers, that they threw down all 
their Clubs, and formed a Dance of Welcome and 
Congratulation round the Author of ſo prized a 
Favour, | | 

There was not one but ſhewed the Marks of his Im- 

patience to be made as fine as his Captain: So the 
poor Baſket-maker had his Hands full of Employment: 
And the Savages obſerving one quite idle, while the 
other was ſo buſy in their Service, took up Arms in 
Behalf of natural Juſtice, and began to lay on Argu- 
ments in-Favour of their Purpoſe. 
Ihe Bafket-makcr's. Pity now effaced the Remem- 
brance of his Suftcrings : So he aroſe and reſcued his 
Oppreſſor, by making Signs that he was ignorant of 
the Art; but might, if they thought fit, be uſeſully 
employed in waiting on the Work, and fetching Flags 
to his Supply, as faſt as he ſhould want them. 

This Propoſition luckily fell in with a Deſire the 
Savages expreſſed to keep themſelves at Leiſure, that 
they might crowd round, and mark the Progteſs of a 
Work they took ſuch Pleafure in. They left the Gen- 
tleman therefore to his Duty in the- Baſket-maker's 
Service; and conſidered him, from that Time forward, 
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sone who was, and ought to be treated as inferior to 
82. heir Benefactor. 
* Men, Wives, and Children, from all Corners of the 
land, came in Droves for Coronets : And, ſetting 
he Gentleman to Work to gather Boughs and Poles, 
2de a fine Hut to lodge the Batket-maker : And 
drought Cown uy from the Country, ſuch Provi- 
ions as they lived upon themſelves ; taking Care to 
offer the imagined Servant nothing, till his Maſter had 
lone cating. 

Three Months Reflection in this mortified Condi- 
ion, gave a new and juſt Turn to our Gentleman's 
mproved Ideas; inſomuch, that lying weeping, and 
wake, one Night, he thus confeiled his Sentiments 


d; Wn Favour of the Baſket-maker. I have been to blame, 
ned end wanted Judgment to diſtinguiſh between Accident 
all nd Excellence. When I ſhould have meaſured Na- 
ind ture, I but looked to Vanity. The Preference which 


Fortune gives, is empty and imaginary : And I per- 

cive, too late, that only Things of Ule are naturally 

t onourable. I am aſhamed, when I compare my Ma- 

lice to remember your Humanity : But if the Gods. 
hould pleaſe to call me to a Repoſſeſſion of my Rank 

and Happineſs, I would divide all with you in Atone- 

ment for my juſtly puniſhed Arrogance, 

va He promiſed, and performed his Promiſe ; For the 

King, ſoon after, ſent the Captain who had landed 


them, with Preſents to the Savages ; and ordered him 


his Wt» bring both back again. And it continues to this 
of Day, a Cuſtom in that Ifland, to degrade all Gen- 
ily demen who cannot give a better Reaſon for their 
Pride, than that they were born to do nothing: And 
be ae Word for this due Puuiſhment is, Send him t6 the 
oy Paſcet- mater s. | 


On 


4 


where Truth is not at the Bottom, Nature will al. 


24 The PIEASLINO INSTRUCTOR, 


On Taur gn and SINCERITY. 


Jill all hate that Man as Hell, 


Who this can think, and that can tell. FrANnCty, 


RUTH and Reality have all the Advantage 
[ of Appearance, and many more. If the Shey 
of any Thing be good for any Thing, I am ſure Sins 
cerity is better: For why does any Man diſſemble, 


or ſeem to be that which he is not, but becauſe hf 


thinks it good to have ſuch a Quality as he pretend 
to? For to counterfeit and diſſemble, is to put on 
the Appearance of ſome rea] Excellency, Now the 
beſt Way in the World for a Man to ſeem to be 
any Thing, is really to be what he would ſeem to be, 
Beſides, that it is many Times as troubleſome to 
make good the Pretence of a good Quality, as ta 
have it; and if a Man has it not, it is ten to one 
but he is diſcovered to want it, and then all his Pain 
and Labour to ſeem to have it is loſt, There iz 
ſomething unnatural in Painting, which a ſkilful 
Eye will eaſily diſcern from native Beauty and Com 
plexion. 


It is hard to perſonate and act a Part long; for 


__ be -endeavouring to return, and will peep out 
and betray herſelf one Time or another. 

if any Man think it convenient to ſeem good, let 
him be ſe indeed, and then his Goodneſs will appear 
to every Body's Satisfaction; ſo that upon all Ac- 
counts. Sincerity is true Wiſdom. Particularly as to 
the Affairs of this World, Integrity hath many Ad. 
yantages over all the fine and artificial Ways of Diſ. 
ſinialation and Deceit; it is much the plainer and 
eaſier, much the ſafer and more ſecure Way of deal- 
ing in the World; it has leſs of Trouble and Dit- 
hculty, of Entanglement and Perplexity, of Danger 
and Hazard in it; it is the ſhorteſt and neareſt Way 
to our End, carrying us thither in a ſtreight Line, 


2nd 


Therefore 
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4 will hold out and laſt longeſt. T he Arts of De- 
it and Cunning do continually grow weaker and 
s eſtectual and ſerviceable to thoſe that uſe them; 
ereas Integrity gains Strength by Uſe, and the 
ore and longer any Man practiſeth it, the greater 
rvice it does him, by confirming his Reputation, 
d encouraging thoſe with whom he hata to do, to 
poſe the greateſt Truſt and Confidence in him, 
hich is an unſpeakable Advantage in the Buſineſs 
Tel Affairs of Life. 

Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, and needs 
thing to help it out; it is always near at Hand, 


Ci, 


tage 
hey 
Sin. 
ble, 
e hb 
end 
t on 


tdeſſh 1 nis upon our Lips, and is ready to drop out be- 
1 re we are aware; whereas a Lie is troubleſome, 
2 Ved ſects a Man's Invention upon the Rack, and one 
e to 


rick needs a great many more to make it 900d, 
is like building upon a falſe Foundation, which 
dntinually ſtands in need of Props to ſhore it up, 
d proves at laſt to be more chargeable, than to have 
iſed a ſubſtantial Building at firſt upon a true and 
lid Foundation; for Sincerity is firm and ſubſtan- 
al, and there is nothing hollow and unſound in 1t, 
d becauſe it is plain and open, fears no Ditcovery : 
f which the crafty Man is always in Danger, and 
hen he thinks he walks in the Dark, all his Pretences 
e ſo tranſparent, that he that runs may read them; 
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** W is the laſt Man that finds himſelf to be found out; 
> Od while he takes it for granted that he makes Fools 
* others, he renders himſelf ridiculous. | 


Add to all this, that Sincerity is the moſt come 
ndious Wiſdom, and an excellent Inſtrument for 
de ſpeedy Diſpatch of Buſineſs; it creates Con- 
ence in thoſe we have to deal with, ſaves the Ja- 
dur of many Enquiries, and brings Things to an 
ue in a few Words: It is like travelling in a plain 


eaten Road,, that commonly brings Men ſooner 


as to 
Ad- 
Diſ. 
and 
leal- 


Dit- 


7 * their Journey's End than By-ways, in which the 
vay ten loſe themſelves. In a Word, whatſoever Con- 
„ nience may be thought to be in Falſhood and Dif- 


{imulation, 
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ſimulation, it is ſoon over; but the Inconvenix 
of it is perpetual, becauſe it brings a Man unde 
everiaſii ng Jealouſy and Suſpicion ; fo that he is; 
b11cved when he ſpeaks the Truth, nor truſted wi 
p:r1a4ps he means honeſtly. When a Man hath, 
icrteited the Reputation of his Integrity, he is ſet { 
and nothing will then ſerve his Turn, neither Ty 


nor Falſhood. 


And I have often thought, that God hath, in. 
reat Wiſdom, hid from Men of falſe and diſſo #/: 
Tinds the wonderful Advantages of Truth and r: 

tegrity, to the Proſperity even of their worldly to 
fairs; thoſe Men are fo blinded by their Covetouſt ent. 
and Ambition, that they cannot look beyond aer 
ſent Advantage, nor forbear to ſeize upon it, tho lan 
by Ways ever ſo indirect; they cannot ſee fo fall. 
to the remoteſt Conſequences of a ſteady Integi ure 
and the vaſt Benefit and Advantage which it Rca 


bring a Man at laſt. Were but this Sort of N 


wiſe and clear-ſighted enough to diſcern this, Mir: 
would be honeſt out of very Knavery, not out of red 
Love to Honeſty and Virtue, but with a crafty (ha. 
ſign to promote and advance more effectually Hale 
own Intereſts; and therefore the Juſtice of the. 


vine Providence hath hid this trucſt Point of W 
dom from their Eyes, that bad Men might not 
upon equal Terms with tne Juſt and Upright, a 


ſerve their own wicked Deſigns by honeſt and laufe de. 
| Means. = 
Indeed, if a Man were only to deal in the WoW lov 


for a Day, and ſhould never have Occaſion to cal 
verſe mcre with Mankind, never more need th: 
good Opinion or good Word, it were then no ct 


6 - | "Ws 
Matter (ſpeaking as to the Concernments of F 
World) if a Man ſpent his Reputation all at onal t 
and ventured it at one Throw : But if he be to che D 


cinue in the World, and would have the Advanta! 


of Converſation whilft he is in it, let him make rs «© 
ruth 10d Sincerity in all his Words and Action ! 
| 
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= Pens but this will laſt and hold out to the 

ade : All other Arts will fail; but Truth and In- 

" "i ity will carry a Man through, and bcar him out to 

d laſt, 

the 

let | — Cn 
by On DEFAMATION 

rl ſeems infeaed that th In ſected Ys 

ſhow; 4! /coks Yellowu to the jaundic'd Eye. Torr. 

nd fr” is a certain Sign of an ill Heart to be inclined 

ly 4 to Defamation. They who are harmleſs and in- 

oulggent. can have no Gratification that Way; but 

a peer ariſes from a Neglect of what is laudable in 

tho lan's ſelf, and an Impatience of ſeeing it in ano- 


r. Elfe why ſhould Virtue provoke? W ky ſhould 


CONE uty diſpleaſe in ſuch a Degree, that a Man given 
it Scandal never lets the Mention of either pats by 
t WS. withour offering ſomething to the Diminution 
S, Mir? A Lady the other Day at a Viſit, being at- 
of a ked ſomewhat rudely by one, whoſe own Charac- 
ty has been very roughly treated, aniwercd a great 
yal of Heat and Intemperance, very calmly, Good 
he! adam, ſpare me, whe am nene of your Match; 1 ſpear 
| VV F no Pody, ard it is a new Thing fer me to bo fpoken 


of Votes they have on their Side among th Mul— 
ede, Whercas it is N the inſeparable Follower 
good and worthy Actions. Fame is as natural a 
Mower of Merit, as a Shadow is of a Bedy. It is 
e when Crows preſs upon you, this Shadow can- 
© be ſcen; but when they ſeparate from around 


e Froward, are the Perſons who are moſt pleaſed 
ib the little Tales which paſs about the Town, to 
c Diſadvantage of the Reſt of the Werld. Were it 
t for a Pleaſure of ſpeaking ill, there are Num- 
Is of People who are too lazy to go out of their 
a Houſes, and too i}]-natured to open their Lips 

C 2 in 


ef. Littie Minds think Fame Spe in the Num- | 


b it will appear again. The Lazy, the Idle, and 


; 
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in Converſation. It was not a little diverting { 
other Day, to obſerve a Lady reading a Poſt Lett 
and at theſe Words, After all her Airs, he has bea 
fame Story orother, and the Match is broken off, gi 
Orders, in the Midſt of her Reading, Put to i 
thorſes, That a young Woman of Merit had mil 
an advantageous Settlement, was News not to be (| 
rycd, left ſome Body elſe ſhould have given her nl 
Ircious Acquaintance that Satisfaction before he 


The Unwillingneſs to receive good Tidings is a Qui: 
lity as inſeparable from a Scandal-bearer, as 1M, * 
Readineſs to divulge bad. But alas! how wretched ſear 
low and contemptible is that State of Mind, that c 
not be pleaſed but by what is the Subject of Lament 
tion. This Temper has ever been in the higheſt B 8 
gree odious to gallant Spirits. The Per/ian Sol die. 
who was heard reviling Alexander the Great, was we onſ 
admonithed by his Officer ; Sir, you are paid to fig nd « 
« avaintt 4lexander, and not to rail at him.“ / be 
(icere, in one of his Pleadings, defending his Cl 17 
ent from general Scandal, ſays very handſomely, an 8 
with much Reaſon, © There are many who have par: 1 
* ticular Engagements to the Proſecutor : There al af 
many Who are known to have TIll|-will to him f on 
* whom I appear: There are many who are natural) Wy 
addicted to Defamation, and envious of any Goo wh 
to any Man, who may have contributed to ſpreal 4 
© Reports of this Kind: For nothing is ſo ſwift ali, 
Scandal, nothing is more eaſily ſent abroad, ns _ 
* thing received with more Welcome, nothing dit oh 
* fuſes itſelf ſo univerſally. I ſhall not defire, that! vt 
* any Report to our Diſadvantage has any Grouni mA 
* for it, you would over-look or extenuate it: But! - 
* there be any Thing advanced without a Perſon, wit * ) 
can ſay whence he had it; or which is atteſted bf 25 
one who forgot who told him it; or who had! 1 
* from one of ſo little Conſideration, that he did nd _ 
© then think it worth his Notice; all ſuch Teſtimo- or” 
o 


nics as theſe, I know you will think too flight t 
„haze 
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have any Credit againſt the Innocence and Honour 
of your Fellow Citizen.“ When an ill Report is 
aced, it very often vaniſhes among ſuch as the Ora- 
br has here recited, And how deſpicable a Creature 
uſt that be, who is in Pain for what paſſes among fo 
;rolous a People:? 

There is a Town in J/arwickfire of good Note, 
d formerly pretty famous for much Animoſity and 
diſtention, the chief Families of which have now 
ned all their Whiſpers, Backbitings, Envy, and 
rivate Malice, into Mirth and Entertainment, by 
leans of a peeviſh old Gentle woman, known by 
ie Title of Lady Plueniantle. This Heroine has for 
any Years together outdone the whole Siſterhood 
t Goſſips in Invention, quick Uttcrance, and un- 
rovoked Malice, This good Bod is of a laſting 
onſtitution, though extremely decayed in her EY, 
nd deciepid in her Feet. The two Circumſtans 

t being always at Home from her Lameneſs, ai: 
cry attentive from her Blindneſs, make her Lodg- 
12s the Receptacle of all that paſſes in Town, good 
r bad; but for the latter, ihe ſcems to have the 
eter Memory. There is another Thing to be 
oted of her, which is, That as it is uſual with old 
cople, ſne has a livelier Memory of Things which 
afled when ſhe was very young, than of late Years. 
add to all this, that ſhe does not only not love any 
zody, but ſhe hates every Body. The Statue in 
Lame does not ſerve to vent Malice half ſo well, as 
- bis old Lady does to diſappoint it. She. does not 
nat now the Author of any Thing that is told her; but 
an readily repeat the Matter itſelf; therefore, though 
zut be expoſes all the whole Town, ſhe offends no one 
wh 2c in it. She is ſo exquiſitely reſtleſs and peeviſh, 
1 bat ſhe quarrets with all about her, and ſometimes, 
ade Freak, will inſtantly chatige her Habitation. To 
4 nfl ge this Humour, ſhe is led about. the Grounds 
imo elonging to the ſame Houſe ſhe is in, and the Per- 
at tos to whom ſhe is to remove, being in the Plot, 
hate te ready to receive her at her own Chamber again. 


3 At 
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At ſtated Times, the Gentlewoman at whoſe Hy 
ſne ſuppoſes ſhe is at the Lime, is ſent for to quan 
with, according to her common Cuſtom. W.I 
they have a Mind to drive the Jeſt, ſhe is imme 
ately urged to that Degree, that ſhe will board i 
Family with which ſhe has never yet been ; ; and rer. 
way the will go this Inſtant, and tell them all d 
the reſt have been ſaying of them. By this Me: 
he has been an Inhabitant of every Houſe in 
Place, without ſtirring from the ſame Habitatiq 
and the many Stories which every Body furr 
her with to favour that Deceit, make her the gen: 
Intelligencer of the Town of all that can be 1.id 
one Woman againſt another. Thus groundleſs by 
ries dic away, and ſometimes Truths are ſmothe: 
under the general Word : When they have a Mind 
diſcountenance a Thing, Oh! that is in my L. 
Lluenantle's Memoirs, 

VW hoever receives Impreſſions to the Difadvant: 
of others without Examination, is to be had in 
other Credit for Intelligence than this good L: 


Bluemantle, who is ſubjected to have her Ears In. 
poſed upon for Want of other Helps to better [ni It 
mation. Add to this, that other Scandal- bea thc 
tuſpend the Uſe of thoſe Faculties which ſhe has is 
rather than apply them to do Juſtice to their Nei un 
bours ; and J think, for the Service of my fair Re wh 
ers, to acquaint them, that there is a voluntary L his 
Blurman'! e at every Viſit in Town. of 
dio 
On CALUMNY and REPROACH, i 
Who fteals my Purſe, fleals Traſh ; "tis ſomething, nothing, tal 
Noa mine, tis his, and has been Slave to Thouſands e 
But he . jelcD2s rom me my g40d Name, lit! 
Kobs me of that which not erriches him, cr. 


But makes me poor indeed — SHAKESPEARTIM na 


ERE all the Vexations of Life put togeth 
we ſhould find that a great Part of them pt pa 
ceed from thoſe Calumnies and R eproaches which an 
head abroad concerning one another. 
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IIe There is ſcarce a Man living who is not, in ſome 
quuß esse, guilty of this Offence; though at the ſame 
WH] ime, however we treat one another, it muſt be 
mme onfeſſed, that we all conſent in ſpeaking Ill of the 
rd iP ecrions who are notorious for this Practice, It ge- 
and verally takes its Riſe either from an []]-will to Man- 
all rind, a private Inclination to make ourſelves eſteem- 
Mei ed, an Oſtentation of Wit, a Vanity of being thought 
in Hin the Secrets of the World, or from a Deſite of gra- 
tationtifying any of theſe Diſpofitions of Mind in thoſe 
fur Perſons with whom we converſe. 
The Publiſher of Scandal is more or leſs odious to 
Mankind, and criminal in himſelf, as he is influenced 
by any one or more of the foregoing Motives. But 
whatever may be the Occaſion of ſpreading theſe 
falſe Reports, he ought to conſider, that the Effect 
of them 1s equally prejudicial and pernicious to the 


rant fame, though the Principle from whence it proceeds 
in may be different. 
| L. As every one looks upon himſelf with too much 
irs i Indulgence, when he paſſes a Judgment on his own 
Inf Thoughts or Actions; and as very few would be 
bean thought guilty of this abominable Proceeding, which 
1as is fo univerſally practiſed, and, at the fame ['ime, fo 
Nei univerſally blamed, [ ſhall lay down three Rules,»by 
which I would have a Man examine and ſearch into 
his own Heart, before he ſtands acquitted to himſelf 
of that evil Diſpoſition of Mind which 1 am here men- 
tioning. 
Fir/t of all, Let him conſider whether he does not 
take Delight in hearing the Faults of others. 
Secondly, Whether he is not too apt to believe ſuch 
little blackening Accounts, and more inclined to be 
eredulous on the uncharitable than on the good- 
ARE natured Side. 
geth Thirdly, Whether he is not ready to ſpread and pro- 
m pi pagate ſuch Reports as tend to the Dilreputation of 
ich another, 

This 


Perſon to whom they are aimed. The lnjury 1 is the 


. 
"4 
. 
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Theſe are the ſcyeral Steps by which this Vice prof 


ut 1 
cceds, and grows up into Slander and Defamation, — th 
In the firſt Place, a Man who takes Delight inf ho 


hearing the Taults of others, ſhews ſuſkciently thaf le 
he has a true Reliſh of Scandal, and conſequently thif P 
N * Ur 
Seeds of this Vice within him. If his Mind is gratiy 
hed with hearing the Reproaches which are caſt ol 
others, he will find the ſamc Plecſure in relating them 
and be the more apt to do it, as ne will naturally ima. 
gine every one he con verſes with is delighted in the 
ſame Manner with himſelf, A Man ſhould endeayouf 
therefore to wear out of his Nind this criminal Curilf 
oſity, which is perpetually heightened and inflanied br 


| ficnirg to ſuch Stories as tend to the Diſreputatiul Le” 
of others, Tic 

In the ſecond Place, a Man ſhould conſult bil "hk 
own Heart, whether: he is not apt to Lelieve ſuchi r 


little blackening Accounts; and more inclined to bj 
credulous on the uncharitable, than on the good. 
natured Side. 

Such a Credulity is very vicious in itſelf, and general. 
ly ariſes from a Man's Conſciouſneſs of his ownl 
ſecret Corruptions, It is a pretty Saying of Thale 
' Falſhood is juſt as far diſtant from T ruth, as the. 
Ears are to the Eyes. By which he would intimate, 
that a wiſe Man ſhould not eaſily give Credit to the 
Reports of Actions which he has not ſeen, I ſhal 
under this Head, mention two or three remarkable 
Rules to be obſerved by the Members of the celebrated 
Abbey de la Trape, as they are publiſhed in a litt 
French Book. 

The Fathers are there ordered, never to give atÞ 
Ear to any Accounts of baſe or criminal Actions ; toW+th« 
turn off all ſuch Diſcourſe if poſſible ; but in cal the 
they hear any Thing of this Nature ſo well artelted fron 
that they cannot dilbelieve it, they are then to ſup- like 
poſe that the criminal AQions may have proceeded Rh 
from a good Intention to him who is guilty of it. fuln 
This is perhaps carrying Charity to an Extravagance and 

but 
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Pro gut it is certainly much more laudable than to ſuppoſe, 
* KM the il|-natured Parc of the World does, that indif- 


erent and even good Actions proceed from bad Prin- 
: 1 ples and wrong Intentions, 
de la the third Place, a Man ſhould examine his 


Mleart, whether he does not find in it a ſecret Inclina- 
ion to propagate ſuch Reports, as tend to the Diſre- 


utation of another. 
ima. When the Diſeaſe of the Mind, which I have hither- 


| the been ſpeaking of, ariſes to this Degree of Malignt 
You. ic diſcovers itſelf in its worſt Symptoms, and is in 
40 Jancer of becoming incurable. I need not therefore 
d by 


1 16ſt upon the Guilt in this laſt Particular, which ever 


2. OS oc cannot but diſapprove, who is not void of Huma- 
„i, or even common Diſcretion ; I ſhall only add, 
bu hatever Pleaſure any Man may take in ſpreading W hiſ- 
_ ers of this Nature, he will find an infinitely greater 


0 NW atisfaction in conquering the Temptation he is under, 


004-4 py letting the Secret die within his own Breaſt, 

eralel 3 
ownfl 

ales On Cm nLARFULNKE s. 

_ theh 

nate, T leo on Chearfulneſs, 

) the As on the Health of Virtue. YoUNG. 
ary” | HAVE always preferred Chearfulneſs to Mirth, 
- | WH The latter I conſider as an Act, the former as an 
by Habit of the Mind Mirth is ſhort and tranſient, 
itte 


hearfulneſs fixed and permanent. Thoſe are often 


Wſubject to the greateſt Depreſſions of Melancholy. On 


; 4 the contrary, Chearfulneſs, though it does not give 
Fo the Mind ſuch an exquiſite Gladneſs, prevents us 
ite 


from falling into any Depths of Sorrow. Mirth is 
ſup. le a Flaſh of Lightning, that breaks through a 
edel Gloom of Clouds, and glitters for a Moment; Chear- 
WT fulneſs keeps up a Kind of IDay-light in the Mind, 
and fills it with a ſtcady and perpetual Serenity, 

but Men 


raiſed into the greateſt I'ranſports of Mirth, who are 


4 
: 
? 
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Men of auſtere Principles look upon Mirth as ta 
wanton and diflolute for a State of Probation, and x 
filled wich a certain Triumph and Inſolence of Hear 
that is inconſiſtent with a Life which is every Moment 
obnoxious to the greateſt Dangers. Writers of tha 
Complexion have obſerved, that the ſacred Perſuf 
who was the great Pattern of Perfection, was nevel 
ſeen to laugh. J 

Chearfulneſs of Mind is not liable to any of thekf 
Exceptions; it is of a ſerious and compoied Natur 
it does not throw the Mind into a Condition imprope 
for the preſent State of Humanity, and is very cor. eue 
ſpicuous in the Character of thoſe who are looked vp." * 
on as the greateſt Philoſophers among the Heathens, he 
as well as among thoſe who have been deſei ved 
eſteemed as Saints and holy Men among Chriitians. 

If we conſider Chearfuineſs in three Lights, with 
Regard to ourſelves, to thoſe we converſe with, and} 
to the great Author of our Being, it will not a lit: 
rec>mmend itſelf on each of thoſe Accounts. I hef 
Man who is poſſeſſed of this excellent Frame off 
Mind, is not only eaſy in his Thoughts, but a perfeck 
Maſter of all the Powers and Faculties of his Soul: 
His Imagination is always clear, and his Judgment 
undiſturbed: His Temper is even and unruffed, 
whether in Action or in Solitude. He comes wich 
a Reliſh of all thoſe Goods which Nature has pro. 
vided for him, taſtes all the Pleaſures of the Creaticn 
which are poured about him, and does not feel the 
full Weight of thoſe accidental Evils which may befil 
him. 

If we conſider him in Relation to the Perſons 
whom he converſes with, it naturally produces Love 
and Good-will towards him. A chearful Mind is 
not only diſpoſed to be affable and obliging, but raife 
the ſame good Humour in thoſe who come with- 
in its Influence, A Man finds himſelf pleaſed, he “. 
does not knuw why, with the Chearfulneſs n his * 

om- Bt ©" 
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zompanions: It is like a ſudden Sun-ſhine that a— 
akens a ſecret Delight in the Mind without attend- 
ig to it. The Heart rejoices of its own Accord, 
nd naturally lows ont into Friendſhip and Benevo- 
nce towards the Perſon Who has fo kindly an Effect 


$ toy | 
1 a 
can 
ment] 


thi 


pon kit. 
dere When 1 conſider this chearful State of Mind in 
Wits third Relation, I cannot but look upon it as a 
ther ontant habitual Gratitude to the Great Author of 
tur Nature. An in ward Chearfulneſs is an implicit Praiſe 
oper end 1 bankſgiving to Providence under its Diſpen- 
con Wations. It is a Kind of Acquieſcence in the State 
op. rherein we are placed, and a ſecret Approbation of 
dens he Divine Will in his Conduct towards Man. 
edljf There are but two Things, which, in my Opinion, 
* an reaſonably deprive us of this Chearfulneſs of 
with leart. The firſt of theſe is the Senſe of Guilt. A 
and lan who lives in a State of Vice and Impenitence, 
ittls an have no Title to that Evenneſs and Tranquillit 
ter Mind, which is the Health of the Soul, and the 
e offatural Effect of Virtue and Innocence. Chearfulneſs 
redn at ill Man deſerves a harder Name than Language 
oul: Han furniſh us with, and is many Degrees beyond 
nent rhat we commonly call Folly and Madneſs, 
Ned, Atheiſm, by which I mean a Difbelief of the Su- 
with reme Being, and conſequently of a future State, 
pro-. Minder whatſoever Title it ſhelters itſelf, may like- 
tic {Wile very reaſonably deprive a Man of this Chearful- 
the ess of Temper. There is ſomething fo particularly 
befuloomy and offenſive to human Nature in the Pro— 
pect of Non-Exiſtence, that I cannot but wonder, 
ſons oeith many excellent Writers, how it is poſſible for 
Lore Man to out-live the Expectation of it. For my 
id ßen Part, I think the Being of a God is fo little to 
nie De doubted, that it is almoſt the only Truth. we are 
vith-Nure of, and ſuch a Truth as we meet with in every 
„ he bject, in every Occurrence, and in every Thought. 
F high we look into the Character of this Tribe of In- 
"on. ble, we generally find they are made up of Pride, 


Sp:cen, 
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Spleen, and Cavil: It is indeed no Wonder, thy 
Men, who are uneaſy to themſelves, ſhould be { 
to the reit of the World; and how is it poſhble fe 
a Man to be otherwiſe than uneaſy in himſelf, wha 
he is in Danger every Moment of loſing his entirfi 
Exiſtence, and dropping into nothing ? 

The vicious Man and Atheiſt have therefore nf 


ncei 
Pretence to Chearfulneſs, and would act very un Th 
reaſonably ſhould they endeavour at it. It is inf ind, 
poſſible for any one to live in good Humour, and enjoſ ha 
his preſent Exiſtence, who is apprehenſive either Hole 
'Forment or Annihilation; of being miſerable, or af P 
not being at all. agi, 


After having mentioned thoſe two great Principle 
which are deſtructive of Chearfulneſs in their ound 
Nature, as well as in right Reaſon, I cannot thin ſh 
of any other, that ought to baniſh this happy "Tem 
per from a virtuous Mind. Pain and Sickneſs, Sham 
and Reproach, Povery and old Age, nay Death itſzlif 
conſidering the Shortneſs of their Duration, and th 
Advantage we may reap from them, do not deſerni 
the Name ofEvils. A good Mind may bear up un 
der them with Fortitude, with Indolence, and withf 
Chearfulneſs of Heart, The tofling of a Tempel 
does not diſcompoſe him, who is ſure it will brinzfl 
him to a joyful Harbour. | 

A Man who uſes his beſt Endeavours to live a. 
cording to the Dictates of Virtue and right Reaſon f 
has two perpetual Sources of Cheartulneſs ; in thi} 
Conſideration of his own Nature ; and of that Beiny 
en whom he has a Dependence. If he look into 
himſelf, he cannct but rejoice in that Exiſtence, 
which is ſo lately beſtowed upon him, and which, 
after Millions of Ages, will be ſtill new, and ſtil 
in its Beginning. How many Self Congratulations 
naturally ariſe in the Mind, when it reflects on this 
its Ent:ance into Eternity, when it takes a View d 
thoſe improveable Faculties, which in a few Years, 


and even at his firſt ſetting out, have made ſo conſ. 
i derabi: 
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able Progreſs, and which will be ſtill receiving an 
reaſe of Perfection, and conſequently an Increaſe 
Happineſs? The Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Being, 
eads a perpetual Diffuſion of Joy through the Soul 
a virtuous Man, and makes him look upon himſelf 
ry Moment as more happy than he knows how to 
nceive. 

re ſecond Source of Chearfulneſs to a good 
ind, is its Conſideration of that Being on whom 
have our Dependence, and in whom, though we 
hold him as yet but in the firſt faint Diſcoveries of 
s Perfetions, we ſee every Thing that we can 
agine as great, glorious, or amiable, We find our- 


play ves every where upheld by his Goodneſs, and ſur- 
owBWunded with an Immenſity of Love and Mercy. 
9 ſhort, we depend upon a Being, whoſe Power 
em. 


aliies him to make us happy by an Infinity of 
eans, whoſe Goodneſs and Truth engage him to 
ake thoſe happy who deſire it of him, and whoſe 


d tie nchangeableneſs will ſecure us in this Happineſs to 
ſervo Eternity. 

un. Such Conſiderations, which every one ſhould per- 
witlW&tually cheriſh in his Thoughts, will baniſh from 


all that ſecret Heavineſs of Heart, which unthink- 
g Men are ſubject to, when they lie under no real 
fiction ; all that Anguiſh which we may feel from 
y Evil that actually oppreſſes us; to which I may 
kewiſe add, thoſe little Cracklings of Mirth and 
olly that are apter to betray Virtue than ſupport it; 
nd eſtabliſh in us ſuch an even and chearful Tem- 
r, as makes us pleaſing to ourſelves, to thoſe with 


hom we converſe, and to him whom we are made 
d picaſe, 


D | The 
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The Advantage of CHEARFULNESS, 


Nor fall Deſpair, nor Noiſe invades the Zar; I 
But all ſerene and placid does appcar, Axol 


2 rr 

He.rfulneſs is, in the firſt Place, the belt me 
moter of Health, Repinings and ſecret \\W..;. 
murs of Heart, give imperceptible Strokes to t 1 
delicate Fibres of which the vital Parts are t 
poſed, and wear out the Machine inſenſibly; ie. 


mention thoſe violent Ferments which they ti 
in the Blood, and thoſe irregular diiturbed Moti 
which they raiſe in the animal Spirits. I ſcarce: 
member, in my own Obſervations, to have met 
won old Men, or with ſuch who (to uſe our ! 


liſh Phraſe) wear well, that had not at leaft a cem . 
Indolence in their Humour, if not a more than m. 
nary Gaicty and Chearfulneſs of Heart. The Tat 
of it is, Health and Chearfulneſs mutually beget M1: 
other; with this Difference, that we ſeldom nl} © 


with a great Degree of Health which is not atter 
with a certain Chearfulneſs; but very often 
. Chearfulneſs where there is no great Degree 
Health. 

Chearfulneſs bears the ſame friendly Regard 
the Mind as to the Body: It baniſhes all anxi 
Care and Diſcontent, ſoothes and compoſes the! 
ſions, and keeps the Soul in a perpetual Calm. | 
having already touched on this laſt Conſideration, 
ſhall here take Notice, that the World, in which 
are placed, is filled with innumerable Objects ti 


are proper to raiſe and keep alive this happy Tem 
of Mind, | N. 
If we conſider the World in its Subſerviency eta 
Man, one would think it was made for our Uſe ; Wert: 
if we conſider it in its natural Beauty and Harmohe © 
one would be apt to conclude it was made for Whic 
Pleaſure. The Sun, which is as the great Soulont 
the Univerſe, and produces all che Necetlaries r E 


Li 
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| has a particular Influence in chearing the Mind 
3 and making the Heart glad. 
hoſe ſeveral living Creatures which are made for 
Service Or Suſtenance, at the ſame Time either 
the Woods with their Muſic, furniſh us with 
me, or raiſe pleaſing Ideas in us by the Delight- 
neſs of their Appearance, Fountains, Lakes, "and 
ers are as refreſhing to the Imagination, as to the 
| through which they pals. 
I'here are Writers of great Diſtinction, who have 
ce it an Argument for Providence, that the whole 
th is covered with green, rather than with any 
er Colour, as being ſuch a right Mixture of Light 
| Shace, that it comforts and ſtrengthens the Eye, 
ead of weakening or grieving it. For this Rea- 


ſeveral Painters have a green Cloth hanging near 


88. 


Axl 

I 
beſt 
et M 
tO tf! 
re cl 
: Nd 
y ſti 
Mot 
arce 
net 
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an 0 m, to eaſe the Eye upon, after too great an Ap- 
e Ian to their Colouring. A famous modern 
get iotopher accounts for it in the following Manner: 
m nt 


| Colours that are more luminous, overpower and 
Rpate the animal Spirits, which are employed in 
ht; on the contrary, thoſe that are more obſcure 
not give the animal Spirits a ſufficient Exerciſe ; 
ereas the Rays that produce in us the Idea of 
reen, fall upon the Eye in ſuch a due Proportion, 
at they g. give the animal Spirits their proper Play, 
d by keeping up the Struggle in a juſt Balance, ex- 
te a very pleaſing and agrecable Senſation, Let the 
auſe be what it will, the Etrect is 8 for which 
eaſon the Ports aſcribe to this particular Colour the 
pithet of Chearfil. 


atten 
ften 
gtee 


gard 
anxi 
the! 
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ation, 
bich 
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Tem 
Nature, and how they are at the ſame Time both 
ful and entertaining, we find that the moſt im- 
rTtant Parts in the ve -getab! e World are thoſe which 
e the moſt beautiful. Theſe are the Seeds by 


ency 
ſe; 0 


noh 


for MPhich the ſeveral Races of Plants are propagated and 
Soalfhontinued, and which are always lodged in Flowers 
1rics Wi Bloſſoms, Nature ſeems to hide her principal 

Lit D 2 Deſign, 
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Fo conſider fartt.er this double End in the Works 
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Deſign, and to be induſtrious in making the Earth, * 
and delightful, while ſhe is carrying on her Ha. 
Work, and intent upon her own Preſervation. pin 
Huſbandman after the ſame Manner is employe(8Wvec 
laying out the whole Country into a Kind of Gait 
or Landſkip, and making every Thing ſmile it 
him, whilſt, in Reality, he thinks of nothing buff vee 
the Harveſt and Increaſe which is to ariſe from it. Mela 

We may further obſerve how Providence has Hand 
Care to keep up this Chearfulneſs in the Mind ine 
Man, by having formed it after ſuch a Manner, che 
to make it capable of conceiving Delight from ſe Haſo 
Objects which ſeem to have very little Uſe in th en, 
as from the Wildneſs of Rocks and Deſarts, Ind 
the like groteſque Parts of Nature, T hoſe Wh. 
verſed in Philoſophy, may ſtill carry this Conſideti Ev 
higher, by obſerving that if Matter had appearcdlim 
us endowed only with thoſe real Qualities who hi! 
actually poſſeſſes, it would have made but a very 8er 
leſs and uncomfortable Figure; and why has Milly 
vidence given it a Power of producing in us ec 
imaginary Qualities, as Taſtes and Colours, SoulifWnp! 
and Smells, Heat and Cold; but that Man, whit d: 
is converſant in the lower Stations of Nature, nM At 
have his Mind cheared and delighted with agree cc 
Senſations? In ſhort, the whole Univerſe is am. 
of Theatre, filled with Objects that either raiſe prin 
Pleaſure, Amuſement, or Admiration. ru 

The Reader's own Thoughts will ſuggeſt to om 
the Viciflitude of Day and Night, the Change of peg | 
ſons, with all that Variety of Scenes which diverico 
the Face of Nature, and fill the Mind with a perpetWnd 
Succeſſion of beautiful and pleaſing Images. ery 

I ſhall not here mention the ſeveral Ente; tagaan 
ments of Art, with the Pleaſures of Friendſhip, Bo 
Converſation, and other accidental Diverſions B 
Life, becauſe I would only take Notice of ſuch Wo 
citements to a chearful Temper, as offer themlicW1e: 


to Perſons of all Ranks and Conditions, and wi 
0 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR, 41 


arth; ay ſufficiently ſhew us that Providence did not de- 


r a this World ſhould be filled with Murmurs and 
. - bpininge, or that the Heart of Man ſhould be in- 
loyei ved in Gloom and Melancholy. 

Gu 1 the more inculcate this Chearfulneſs of Temper, 
e ab it is a Virtue in which our Countrymen are ob- 
g buff ved to be more deficient in, than any other Nation. 


1 It, 
as ta 
Mine 
ner, 
1 ſen 
1 tha 


clancholy is a Kind of Demon that haunts our 
and, and often conveys itſelf to us in an eaſterly 
ind. A celebrated French Noveliſt, in Oppoſition 
thoſe who begin their Romances with the flowery 
aſon of the Year, enters on his Story thus: In the 
amy Month of November, when the People of Eng- 


'ts, nd hang and drown themſelves, a diſconſolate Lover 
Who ed out into the Fields, &c. 

dera Every one ought to fence againſt the Temper of his 
care glimate or Conſtitution, and frequently to indulge 


hic himſelf thoſe Conſiderations which may give him 


ery Cerenity of Mind, and enable him to bear up chear- 

Las ly againſt thoſe little Evils and Misfortunes which 
us e common to human Nature, and which, by a right 
dou 


provement of them, will ptoduce a Satiety of Joy, 
d an uninterrupted Happineſs. 

At the ſame Time that I would engage my Reader 
d conſider the World in its moſt agreeable Lights, 
muſt own there are many Evils which naturally 
ring up amidſt the Entertainments that are provided 
rus; but theſe, if rightly confidered, ſhould be far 
om overcaſting the Mind with Sorrow, or deſtroy- 
g that Chearfulneſs of Temper, which I have been 
Ecommending. This Interſperſion of Evil with Good, 
nd Pain with Pleaſure, in the Works of Nature, is 
ery truly aſcribed by Mr Locke, in his Eſſay on Hu- 
an Underſtanding, to a moral Reaſon, in the fol- 
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ions WF Beyond all this, we may find another Reafon why 
uch od hath ſcattered up and down ſeveral Degrees of 
2m (cl leaſure and Pain, in all Things that environ and af- 


d whi 
0 


et vs, and blended them together, in almoſt all that 
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our Thoughts and Senſes have to do with; that 
finding Imperfection, Diſſatisfaction, and Want 
complete Happineſs in all the Enjoyments which h 
Creatures can afford us, might be led to ſeek it in tl 
Enjoyment of him, with whom there is Fuln:js i 
Joy, and at whoſe Right-hand are Pleaſures for cu ver. 


M197 N 


— 


On HAPPINE 386. 


| Know then this Truth, enough for Man to know, 
Virtue alone is Happineſs below. Port 


it. 

Ought hourly to be looking up with Gratituſ 1. 
and Praiſe to the Creator of my Being, for hai ron 
tormed me of a Diſpoſition that throws off every Wha! 
ticle of Spleen, and either directs my Attention Mine 
Objects of Chearfulneſs and Joy; or enables me r! 
look upon their Contraries as I do on Shades in a Pls 
ture, which add Force to the Lights, and Beauty Mand 
the Whole. With this Happineſs of Conſtitution, Rust 
can behold the Luxury of the Times, as giving Folllnat 
and Cloathing to the Hungry and the Naked; ext<nWMſati 


ing our Commerce, and promoting and encourage | 
the liberal Arts, I can look upon the Horrors of Ge. 
as productive of the Bleſſings and Enjoyments tha 
Peace; and upon the Miſeries of Mankind, which Ne. 
cannot relieye, with a thankful Heart that my ovilflthe 
J.ot has been more favourable. ſen 
There is a Paſſage in that truly original Poem, ca kin 
the Spleen, which pleaſes me more than almoit = bot 
Thing I have read. The Paſlage is this: 
Happy the Man, who, innocent, 
Grieves net at Ils, he can't prevent 
His Skiff does with the Current glide, 
Not pufjing pul''d againlt the Tide; 
He, paddling by the ſcuffling Croud, 
Sees, uncancern'd, Life's Mager row'd: 
And when he can't prevent faul Play, 
Enjoys the Follies of the Fray, 
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The laughing Philoſopher has always appeared to 
e a more eligible Character than the weeping one; 
ut before I tit down either to laugh or cry at the 
ollies of Mankind, as I have publicly enliſted my- 
elf into their Service, it becomes me to adminiſter 
very Thing in my Power to relieve or cure them, 
or this Purpoſe 1 ſhall here lay before my Readers 
Wome looſe Hints on a Subject, which will, I hope, 
xcite their Attention, and contribute towards the 
xpelling from the Heart thoſe malignant and ſullen 


amours, which deſtroy the Harmony of ſocial 


fe. 
If we make Obſervations on human Nature, ther 


ant ( 
icht 
in i 
neſs | 
* cv 


Pop 
atituf 


* rom what we feel in ourſelves, or ſee in others, we 
Y Pa hall perceive that almoſt all the Uneaſineſs of Man- 
on ind owe their Riſe to Inactivity or Idleneſs of Body 
me ihr Mind. A free and briſk Circulation of the Blood 
a Fi s abſolutely neceflary towards the creating Eaſineſs 
uty nd good Humour, and is the only Means of ſecuring 
tion, us from a reſtleſs Train of idle Thoughts, which can- 
x FolWnot fail to make us burthenſome to ourſelves, and diſ- 
Xteugggſatisfied with all about us, | 
aeg Providence has therefore wiſely provided for the 
t Wa Generality of Mankind, by compelling them to uſe 
nts that Labour, which not only procures to them the 
hic Neceſſaries of Life, but Peace and Health to enjo 
ly 008 them with Delight. Nay, further, we find how 15 
ſentially neceſſary it is that the greateſt Part of Man- 
by kind ſhould be obliged to earn their Bread by La- 
i u 


bour, from the ill Uſe that is almoſt univerſally made 
of thoſe Riches which exempt Men frem it. Even 
the Advantages of the beſt Education are generally 
tound to be inſufficient to keep us within the Limits 
of Reaſon and Moderation, How hard do the very 
delt of Men find it, to force upon themſelves that 
Abſtinence or Labour, which the Narrowneſs of 
their Circumſtances does not immediately compel 
them to? Is there really one in ten, who by all the 
Advantages of Wealth and Leiſure, is made more 
Th happy 
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happy in reſpect to himſelt, or more uſeful to Na: 
kind? What Numbers do we daily ſee of ſuch Pe: 
ſons, either rioting in Luxury, or ſleeping in Sloth 
for one who makes a proper Uſe of the Advantage 
which Riches give for the Improvement of himſcl; 
or the Happineſs of others? And how many do wi 
meet with, who for their Abuſe of the Bleſſings of upo 
Life, are given up to perpetual Uneaſineſs of Ma = | 
and to the greateſt Agonies of bodily Pain ? = wh: 
Whoever ſeriouſſy conſiders this Point, will dig ob 
cover that Riches are by no Means ſuch certain Bl nis 
ſings as the Poor imagine them to be: On the con. lay. 
trary, he will perceive that the common Labours au bis 
Employments of Life are much better ſuited to t... 
Majority of Mankind, than Proſperity and Abundanaf Ple 
would be without them. Fail 
It was a merciful'Sentence which the Creator pal Lit 
ſed on Man for his Diſobedience, By the Sweat of cc 
Face ſhalt thou eat thy Bread; for to the Punithmen Hu 
itſelf he ſtands indebted for Health, Strength, and a M 
the Enjoyments of Life. Though the firſt Paraditli 
was forteited for his I ranſgreſſion; yet by the Penalty 
inflicted for that Tranſgreſſion, the Earth is made into, 
a Paradiſe again, in the beautiful Fields and Garden 
which we ſee daily produced by the Labour of Man. 
And though the Ground was pronounced curſe 
for his Diſobedience; yet is that Curſe fo ordered, 
as to be the Puniſhment chiefly, and almoſt ſolely a : 
thoſe, who, by Intemperance or Sloth inflict it upon : 
themſelves. l 
Even from the Wants and Weakneſſes of Mankind, 
are the Bands of mutual Support and Affection derived, 
The Neceſſities of each, which no Man of himſcli 
can ſufficiently ſupply, compel him to contribute to- 
wards the Benefit of others; and while he labours only 
for his own Advantage, he is promoting the univerſal 
Good of all around him, 
Health is the Bleſſing that every one wiſhes to 
enjoy; but the Multitude are ſo unreaſonable, 4 to 
eine 
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Ma egre to purchaſe it at a cheaper Rate than it is to be 


| Per 1 btained. The Continuarce of it is only to be ſccured 
loth by Exerciſe or Labour. But the Misfortune is, that 
itageſ the Poor are too apt to overlook their own Enjoyments, 
nſeli Hand to view with Envy the Eaſe and Affluence of their 
o uperiors, not conſidering that the uſual Attendants 
125 upon great Fortunes are Anxiety and Diſcaſe. 
Mine If it be true, that thoſe Perſons are the happieſt 
= who have the feweſt Warts, the rich Man is more the 
| dWObjcct of Compaſſion than Envy. However moderate 
Ble nis Inclinations may be, the Cuſtom of the World 
con lays him under a Kind of Neceflity of living up to 
s ani his Fortune. He muſt be ſurrounded by an uſeleſs 
o the Train of Servants ; his Appetite muſt be palled with 
dane Plenty, and his Peace invaded by Crowds. He muſt 


ive up the Pleaſures and Endearments of domeſtic 
Life, to be the Slave of Party and Faction. Or if the 
Goodneſs of his Heart ſhould incline him to Acts of 
Humanity and Benevolence, he will have the frequent 
Mort:hcation of ſeeing his Charities ill beſtowed, and 
by his Inability to relieve all, the conſtant one of 
making more Enemies by his Refuſals, than Friends by 
his Benefactions, If we add to theſe Conſiderations 
a Irath, which I believe few Perſons will diſpute, 
namely, that the greateſt Fortunes, by adding to the 
Wants of their Poſſeſſors, uſually render them the moſt 
neceſſitous of Men, we ſhall find Greatneſs and Hap- 
pineſs to be at a wide Diſtance from one another, If 
wecarry our Enquiries ſtill higher; if we examine 
into the Eſtate of a King, and even enthrone him, like 
our own, in the Hearts of his People ; if the Life of 
a Father be a Life of Care and Anxiety, to be the Fa- 
ther of a People is a Pre-eminence to be honoured, 
but not to be envied. | | 
This Happineſs of Life is, I believe, generally to 
be found in thoſe Stations, which neither totally ſub— 
| ject Men to Labour, nor abſolutely exempt them from 
it. Power is the Parent of Diſquietude, Ambition of 
Diſappointment, and Riches of Diſeaſe, 


Pal 
of tn 
ment 
1d ali 
radiſeſ 
malt 8 
e ino 
rden 
Man. 
ursel 

5 
ler ed, \ 
"> 0 54 
ely ol 5 
upon 


kind, 
rived. 
mii 
e to- 
onhy ; 
yerlal 


es to 
as t0 
dethe 


1 will 


46 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


I will conclude theſe Reflections with the following 


Fable. 

Labour, the Offspring of Want, and the Moth: 7. 
of Health and Contentment, lived with her tu 
Daughters in a little Cottage by the Side of a Hill 

at a great Diſtance from Town. They were total!yſ 
unacquainted with the Great, and had kept no bet. 

ter Company than the neighbouring Villagers : Bu 
having a Deſire of ſeeing the World, they forſouli* 
their Companions and Habitation, and determinedfl 

to travel. Labour went ſoberly along the Road wing“ 
Health on her Right-hand, who, by the Sprigh- 
lineſs of her Converſation, and Songs of Chearful. = 


. , OO © 
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neſs and Joy, ſoftened the Toils of the Way; whil: 
Contentment went ſmiling on the Left, ſupportin? 
the Steps of her Mother, and by her perpetual godl 
Humour, encreaſing the Vivacity of her Sitter, 
In this Manner they travelled over Foreſts, ant 
through Towns and Villages, till at laſt they at. 
rived at the Capital of the Kingdom. At their En. 
trance into the great City, the Mother conjured het 
Daughters never to loſe Sight of her; for it was th: 
Will of Jupiter, the ſaid, that their Separation 
ſhould be attended with the utter Ruin of all three. 
But Health was of tov gay a Diſpoſition to-regai 
the Counſel of Labour: She ſuffered herſelf to be, 
debauched by Intemperance, and at Jaſt died in 
Child-birth of Diſeaſe, Contentment, in the Ab- 
ſence of her Siſter, gave herſelf up to the Entice- 
ments of Sloth, and was never heard of after: While 
Labour, who could have no Enjoyment without her 
Daughters, went every where in Search of them, 
till ſhe was at laſt ſcized by Laſſitude in her Way, 
and died in Miſery,” 
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Te ART of Hatrintss 


Lowe, Hope, and Jay, fair Pleaſure's ſmiling Train ; 


Hate, Fear, and Grief, the Family of Pain. Pop. 


Good Temper is one of the principal Ingre— 
dients of Happineſs. This, it will be ſaid, is 
he Work of Nature, and muſt be born with us: 
And ſo in a good Meaſure it is; yet oftentimes it may 
de acquired by Art, and always improved by Cul- 
ure, Almolt every Object that attracts our Notice, 
as its bright and its dark Side : He that habituates 
imſelf to look at the unpleaſing Side, will four his 


Diſpoſition, and conſequently impair his Happineſs : 


vhile he who conſtantly beholds it on the bright Side, 
nſenſibly meliorates his Temper, and in Conſequence 
f it, improves his own Happineſs, and the Happineſs 
f all about him. | 
Arachne and Mieliſſa are two Friends. They are 
both of them Women in Years, and alike in Birth, 
'ortune, Education, and Accompliſhments. They 
were originally alike in Temper too: but by dit- 
ferent Management, are grown the Reverſe of each 
Other. 
on the dark Side of every Object. If a new Poem 
or Play make its Appearance with a Thouſand Bril- 
liancies, and but one or two Blemiſhes, ſhe ſlightly 


Wikims over the Paſſages that ſhould give her Pleaſure, 


and dwells upon thote only that fill her with Diſlike. 
If you ſhew her a very excellent Portrait, ſhe looks 


Wat ſome Part of the Drapery which has been nrg- 


lected, or at the Hand or Finger which has been left 
unfiniſhed. Her Garden is a very beautiful one, 
and kept with great Neatneſs and Elegance; but 
if you take a Walk with her in it, ſhe talks to 
you of nothing but Blights and Storms, of Snails and 
Caterpillars, and how impoſſible it is to keep it 
irom the Litter of falling Leaves and Worm Caſts. 
If you ſit down in one of her Temples, to enjoy a 


Arachne has accuſtomed herſelf to look only 
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delighful Proſpect, ſhe obſerves to you, that then 
is too much Wood, or too little Water ; that th: 
Day is too ſunny, or too gloomy ; that it is ſulty 
or windy : and finithes with a long Harangue up 
the Wretchedneſs of our Climate. When you 2 
turn with her to the Company, in Hopes of a litt 
chearful Converſation, ſhe caſts a Gloom over all, hy 
giving you the Hiſtory of her own bad Health, or d 
ſome melancholy Accident that has befallen one «i 
her Daughter's Children. Thus ſhe inſenſibly fink 
her own Spirits, and the Spirits of all around her, anf 
at laſt diſcovers, ſhe knows not why, that her Friend 
are grave. | 
Meliſſa is the Reverſe of all this. By conſtanth 
habituating herſelf to look only on the bright Side d 
Objects, ſhe preſerves a perpetual Chearfulneſs in 
herſelf, which, by a kind of happy Contagion, ſh 
communicates to all about her. If any Misfortun: 
has befallen her, ſhe conſiders it might have bea 
worſe, and is thankful to Providence for an Eſcape, 
She rejoices in Solitude, as it gives her an Opportu 
nity of knowing herſelf; and in Society, becauſe ſh 
can communicate the Happineſs ſhe enjoys. Sbe 
oppoſes every Man's Virtues to his Failings, an 
can find out ſomething to cheriſh and applaud in th: 
very worſt of her Acquaintance. She opens ever 
Book with a Deſire to be entertained or inſtruQted, 
and therefore ſeldom miſſes what ſhe looks fot 
Walk with her, though it be but on a Heath or: 
Common, and ſhe will diſcover numberleſs Beautie 
unobſerved before, in the Hills, the Dales, tie 
Brooms, Brakes, and the variegated Flowers of Weed: 
and Poppies. She enjoys every Change of Weathe 
and of Seaſon, as bringing with it ſomething d 
Health or Convenience. In Converſation it is a Rut 
with her never to ſtart a Subject chat leads to an; 
Thing gloomy or diſagreeable; you therefore neue 
hear her repeating her own Grievances, or thok 
of her Neighbours, or (what is worlt of ll) 
ault 
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Its and Imperfections. If any Thing of the Jat- 
Kind be mentioned in her Hearing, ſhe has the 
dreſs to turn it into Entertainment, by changing 
moit odious Railing into a pleaſant Ratlery. i bus 
Ja, ike the Bee, gathers Honey from every Weed; 
ile Arachne, like the Spider, ſucks Poiſon from the 
eſt Flowers. The Conſequence is, that of two 
mpers, once very nearly allied, the one is for ever 
r and diſſatisfied, the other always gay and chearful: 
de one ſpreads an univerſal Gloom; the other a 
tinual Sunthine, 

here is nothing more worthy of our Attention 
n this Art of Happineſs. In Converſation, as 
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ntl! 2s Life, Happineſs very often depends upon the 
ide of liteſt Incidents. The taking Notice of the Bad- 
>> of the Weather, a North-eaſt Wind, the Ap- 
„ fach of Winter, or any trifling Circumſtance of 
rtur a difagreeable Kind, ſhall inſentibly rob a whole 
ben pany of its good Humour, and fling every 
(cape ember of it into the Vapours. If therefore we 
jorty.W'!d be happy in ourſelves, and are defirous of 
ſe (Im unicating that Happineſs to all about us, theſe 

S of Converſation ought carefully to be at- 
an ded to. The Brightneſs of the Sky, the Length- 


ng of the Days, the encreaſing Verdure of the 
ing, the Arrival of any little Piece of good News, 
whatever carries with it the moſt diſtant Glimpſe 
Joy, mall frequently be the Parent of a ſocial 
happy Converſation. Good Manners exact from 
this Regard to our Company. The Clown may 
ind at the Sunſhine that ripens his Harveſt, be- 
ſe his Turnips are burnt up by it; but the Man of 
tnement well extract Pleaſure from the Thunder 
drm to which he is expoſed, by remarking on the 
nty and Refreſhment, which may be expected from 
h a Shower. 

Thus does good Manners, as well as good 
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nere. 1s | 
tho e, direct us to look at every Object on the bright 
i and by thus acting, we cheriſh and improve 
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both the one and the other. By this Practice it ist 
Meliſſa is become the wiſeſt and the beſt- bred ij. 
man living: And by this Practice may every || 
and Woman arrive at that eaſy Benevoleace of le 
per, which the World calls good Nature, and 
Scripture Charity, whole natural and never-fal 
Fruit is Happineſs. 
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On the INFLUENCE of INNOCENCY( 
HoNnowU R, 


When Innocence and Beauty both combine, 
I Hat Soul but melt? Their Force is al! divine. 
Ax 


N French Author, giving an Account of a ven 
A greeable Man, in whoſe Character he ming 
good Qualities and Infirmities, rather than V ices: 
Virtues, tells the following Story, 

* Our Author, ſays he, was pretty much: 
dicted to the moſt faſhionable of all Faults. 
had a looſe Rogue for a Lacquey, not a little in | 
Favour, though he had no other Name for h 
when he ſpoke of him but the Raſcal, or to him, 
Sirrah. One Morning when he was drefling, Sim 
ſays he, be ſure you bring Home this Evening ap! 
ty Wench. The Fellow was a Perſon of Diligen 


and Capacity, and had for ſome Time addreſſed e Kn 
ſelf to a decayed old Gentlewoman, who had a y bande 


Il, 
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Maiden to her Daughter, beauteous as an Angel, 1 
et ſixteen Ycars of Age. The Mother's extie 
Poverty: and the Inſinuations of this artful Lacq 
concerning the ſoft Diſpoſition and Generoſity of | 
Mafter, made her conſent to deliver up her Dag 
ter. But many were the Intreaties and Repreſem 
tions of the Mother to gain the Child's Conſent, toi 
Action which, ſhe ſaid ſhe abhorred, at the fa 


Time ſhe exhorted her to it; but, Child, ſays vas a 
cx you ſee your Mother die for Hunger? The Vis the 
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argued no longer, but burſting into Tears, ſaid, 
would go any where. The Lacquey conveyed her 
h great Obſequiouſneſs and Secrecy to his Maſter's 
dging, and placed her in a commodtous Apartment 
he came home. The Knight, who knew his Man 
er failed of bringing in his Prey, indulged his 
enius at a Banquct, and was in high Humour at an 
tertainment with Ladies, expecting to be received 
the Evening, by one as agreeable as the beſt of 
m. When he came Heme, bis Lacquey met him 
h a ſaucy and joyful Familiarity, crying out, She 
as handiome as an Angel, (for there is no other 
ile on theſe Occafions) but the tender Fool has 
pt till her Eyes are ſwelled and bloated ; for ſhe is 
laid and Gentle woman. With that he conduct- 
his Maſter to the Room where ſhe was, and re- 
x, The Knight, when he ſaw her bathed in Tears, 
in ſome Surprize, Do you not know, young Wo- 
n, why you are brought hither ? "The unhappy 
aid fell on her Knces, and with many Interruptions 
digs and Tears, ſaid to him, I know, alas !] too 
, why 1 am brought hither : My Mother, to get 
rad for her and myſelf, has ſent me to do what 
pleaſed ; but wifh it would pleaſe Heaven T could 


able Wretches who live without Honour! Witn 
Reflection ſhe wept anew, and beat her Boſom. 
ie Knight, ſtepping back from her, ſaid, I am not 
nd as to hurt your Innocence againſt your 
lil, 


The Novelty of this Accident ſurprized him 


ac, he led her to a Relation's Rouſe, to whoſe 
re he recommended her for that Night, The 
t Morning he ſent for her Mother, and aſked 
if her Daughter was a Maid: The Mother af- 
ed him, that when ſhe delivered her to his Servant, 
was a Stranger to Man. Ars you not then, re- 
2 Vos the Knight, a wicked Woman, to cuntrive the 

| E 2 De- 


„before lam added to the Number of thote__..- 
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Virtue; and covering the young Maid with a 
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Debauchery of your own Child ? She held down! Derv 
Face with Fear and Shame, and in her Confuſion of, tha 
tered ſome broken Words concerning her Poven t Pea! 
Far be it, ſaid the Gentleman, that you ſhould tel Afflue 
yourſelf from Want by a much greater Evil: Yo of a 
Daughter is a fine young Creature; do you know; in f 


none that ever fpoke of her for a Wife? The Mot bee! 
anſwered, there is an honeſt Man in our Neighboy hed | 
hood that loves her, who has often ſaid he wou old 
marry her with Two Hundred Pounds. The KnigWc<tior 
ordered his Man to reckon out that Sum, with Wroper 
Addition of Fifty to buy the Bride Cloaths, and Fils you 
more as an Help to her Mother.” One ! 
I appeal to all the Gallants in Town, wh«iiWad th 
policing all the Beauties in Great-Britain could vis to 4 
half the Pleaſure, as this young Gentleman nad f our 
the Reflection of having relieved a miſerable P iin f. 
from Guilt and Poverty, an innocent Virgin Bake 
public Shame, and of beſtowing a virtuous Wife ui eſcen 
an honeſt Man ? he gre 
| Dowel 
: erran 
IN GRRTITU DE punifhed, An EASTERN Talk ye 
| en 
1 Phats ungrateful has no Fault but one, calt a 
All other Crimes mey paſs for Virtues in bim. nts, 7 
Yo u*08 to h 
Derviſe, venerable by his Age, fell ill in ſab 
Houſe of a Woman who had been long a grea 
dow, and lived in extreme Poverty in the SubuVppo! 
of Balſara. He was fo touched with the Care ane th 
Zeal with which ſhe had aſſiſted him, that at his De daz 
parture he ſaid to her, I have remarked that you haſtink 
wherewith to ſubſiſt alone, but that you have not Sd Helve 
ſiſtence enough to ſhare it with your only Son, & Door; 
young Abdallah. If you will truſt him to my Y nmec 
will endeayour to acknowledge, in his Perſon, Mer) =” 
Obligations I have to you for your Care of me. r tors 
good Woman received this Propoſal with Joy; him, 
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Derviſe departed with the young Man, advertiſing 
r, that they muſt perform a Journey which would 
t near two Years. As they travelled, he kept him 
Affluence, gave him excellent Inſtructions, cured 
of a dangerous Diſeaſe with which he was attack- 
; in fine, he took the ſame Care of him, as if he 
been his own Son. Abdallah a hundred Times 
hed his Gratitude to him for all his Bounties ; but 
> old Man always anſwered, My Son, it is by 
Actions that Gratitude is proved; we ſhall ſee in a 
proper Time and Place, whether you are fo grateful 
ps you pretend.“ 
One Day, as they continued their Travels, they 
ad themſelves in a ſolitary Place, and the Dervite 
d to Abdallah, * My Son, we are now at the End 
of our Journey; I thall employ my Prayers to ob- 
ain from Heaven, that the Earth may open and 
ake an Entrance wide enough to permit thee to 
clcend into a Place, where thou wilt find one of 
he greateſt Treaſures that the Earth incloſes in her 
Bowels. Haſt thou Courage to deſcend into this ſub- 
erraneous Vault ?* continued he. Abdallah ſwore 
him, he might depend upon his Obedience and Zeal.. 
hen the Derviſe lighted a ſmall Fire, into which 
caſt a Perfume; he read and prayed for ſome Mo- 
nts, after which the Earth opened, and the Derviſe 
d to him, — Thou may'{t now enter, my dear Ab- 
lallab; remember that it is in thy Power to do me 
a great Service; and that this is, perhaps, the only 
pportunity thou canſt ever have of teſtifying to 
me that thou art not unzrateful : Do not let thyſelf 
de dazzled by all the Riches thou wilt find there 
think only of. ſeizing upon an Iron Candleſtick with 
welve Branches, which thou wilt find cloſe to a 
Door ; that is abſolutely neceſſary to me; come up 
immediately and bring it to me. Abdullah promiſed 
ery Thing, and deſcended boldly into the Vault. 
t forgetting what had been expreſsly recommended 
bim, whilſt he was filling his Veſt and his Boſom 
E 3 with 
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with Gold and Jewels, which this ſubterranzo 
Vault incloſed in prodigious Heaps, the Opening ill 
He had, how 

Preſence of Mind enough to ſeize upon the Iron Can 
dleſtick, which the Derviſe had ſo ſtrongly recon 
mended to him; and though the Situation he was! 
was very terrible, he did not abandon himſelf to I: 
ſpair ; and thinking only in what Manner he ſhould x 
out of a Place which might become his Grave, he # 
prehended, that the Vault had cloſed only becauſe ! 


Which he entered cloſed of itſelf. 


had not followed the Order of the Derviſe ; he recal! 
to his Memory the Care and Goodneſs he had load: 


him with; reproached himſelf with his Ingratitud 


S 


and finiſhed his Meditation by humbling himſelf befo 
God. 
he was fortunate enough to find a narrow Paſſage whic 
led him out of this obſcure Cave; though it was u 
till he had followed it a conſiderable Way, that he pe 


ceived a ſmall Opening covered with Briars and Thom 


through which he returned to the Light of the Su 
He looked on all Sides, to fee if he could perccivet 
Derviſe, but in vain; he deſigned to deliver himt 
Iron Czndleftick he ſo much withed for, and forme 
Deſign of quitting him, being rich enough with w 
he had taken out of the Cavern, to live in Affuer 
without his Aſſiſtance. 3 

Not perceiving the Derviſe, nor remembering: 
of the Places through which he had pafltd, 
went on as Fortune had directed him, and was 
tremely aſtoniſhed to find himſelf oppoſite to! 
Mother's Houſe, which he imagined he was 2 
great Diſtance from. She immediately enquired al 
the holy Derviſe. Abdallah told her frankly wt 


had happened to him, and the Danger he hu 1 
10 ſatisfy his unreaſonable Deſires; he afterwi 
ſnewed her the Riches with which he was load 
His Mother concluded, upon the Sight of them, t 
the Derviſe only deſigned to make Trial of his Ce 
zag? and Obedience, and that they ought to 4 


At Length, after much Pains and Inquictud 
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iſe of the Happineſs which Fortune had preſented to 
hem ; adding, that doubtleſs ſuch was the Intention 
f the holy Derviſe. Whilſt they contemplated upon 
heſe Treaſures with Avidity; whilſt they were daz- 
pled with the Luſtre of them, and formed a thouſand 
Projects in Conſequence of them, they all vaniſhed 
away before their Eyes. It was then that Abdellah ſin- 
erely reproached himſelf for his Ingratitude and Diſ- 
bedience ; and, perceiving that the Iron Candleſtick 
had reſiſted the Enchantment, or rather the juſt Puniſh- 
ment which thoſe deſerve who do not execute what 
they promiſe, he ſaid, proſtrating himſelf, — * What 
has happened to me is juſt ; 1 have loſt what I had 
no Deſign to reſtore, and the Candleſtick. which 1 
© intended to deliver to the Derviſe, remains with me : 
* It is a Proof, that it rightly belongs to him, and that 
© the reſt was unjuſtly acquired.“ As he finiſhed theſe 
Words, he placed the Candleſtick in the Midſt of their 
little Houſe, 
When the Night was come, without reflecting up- 
on it, he placed the Light in the Candleſtick. Im- 
mediately they ſaw a Derviſe appear, who turned 
round for an Hour, and diſappeared, after having 
thrown them an Aſper. This Candleſtick had twelve 
Branches, Abdallah, who was meditating all the 
Day upon what he had ſeen the Night before, was 
willing to know what would happen the next Night, 
if he put a Light in each of them; he did ſo, and 
twelve Derviſes appeared that Inſtant; they turned 
round alſo for an Hour, and each of them threw an 
Alper, as they diſappeared. He repeated every Day 
the ſame Ceremony, which had always the fame Suc- 
cels, but he never could make it ſucceed more than 
once in twenty-four Hours. This trifling Sum was 
enough to make his Mother and himſelf ſubſiſt toler- 
ably: There was a Time when they would have 
deſired no more to be happy; but it was not conſi- 
derable enough to change their Fortune: It is al- 
ways dangercus for the Imagination to be fixed upon 
| the 
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th Idea of Riches. The Sight of what he believed 
he ſhould polleſs; the Projefts he had formed for 
the Employment of it; all tneſe Things had left ſuch 
profound Fraces in the Mind of Av4allah, that no— 
thing could efface them. Therefore ſeeing the ſmal 
Advantage he drew from the Candleſtick, he re- 
ſolved to carry it back to the Derviſe, in Hopes that 
he might obtain of him the Treaſure he had ſcen, or 
at leaſt find again the Riches which had vaniihed 
from their Sight, by reftoring to him a Thing fox 
which he teſtified lo earneſt a Defire. He was ſo 
fortunate as to remember his Name, and that cf the 
City where he inhabited. He departed therefore im- 
mediately for Magrebi, carrying with him his Can- 
dleſtick, which he lighted every Night, and by that 
Means furniſhed himſelf with what was necellary on 
the Road, without being obliged to implore the Al- 
ſiſtance and Compaſſion of the Faithful. When he 
arrived at Magrebi, his firſt Care was to enquire in 
what Houſe, or in what Convent Abounadar lodged ; 
he was ſo well known, that every Body told him his 
Habitation. He repaired thither directly, and found 
fifty Porters who kept the Gate of his Houſe, having 
cach a Staff with a Head of Gold in their Hands: 
'T he Court of this Palace was filled with Slaves and 
Domeſtics; in fine, the Reſidence of a Prince could 
not expoſe to View greater Magnificence. Abdallah, 
ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment and Admiration, feared to 
proceed. Certainly, thought he, I either explained 
myſelf wrong, or thoſe to whom I addreſſed my- 
ſelf, deſigned to make a Jeſt of me, becauſe I was a 
Stranger: This is not the Habitation of a Derviſe; 
it is that of a King. He was in this Embarrafl- 
ment, when a Man approached him, and ſaid to 
him, Abdallah, %u, art welcome; my Maſter, Abou- 
nadar, has long expected thee, He then conducted 
him to an agreeable and magnificent Pavilion, where 
the Derviſe was ſeated. Abdallah, {truck with the 
Riches which he beheld on all Sides, would hare 
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proſtrated himſelf at his Feet, but Ab-unadar prevented 
bim, and interrupted him, when he would have made 
a Merit of the Candleſtick, which he preſented to 
him. * Thou art but an ungrateful Wretch, ſaid he 
* t; him; Doſt thou imagine thou canſt impoſe upon 
me? I am not ignorant of any one of thy Thoughts: 
and if thou hadſt known the Value of this Candle- 
ſtick, thou wouldſt never have brought it to me; I 
will make thee ſenſible of its true Uſe,” Immedi- 
ately he placed a Light in each of its Branches ; and 
when the twelve Derviſes had turned round for ſome 
Time, Abounadar gave each of them a Blow with a 
Cane, and in a Moment they were converted into 
twelve Heaps of Sequins, Diamonds, and other pre- 
cious Stones. 'T his, /aid he, is the proper U ſe to 
© be made of this marvellous Candleſtick. As to me, 
I never defired it, but to place it in my Cabinct, as 
a Taliſman compoſed by a Sage whom I revere, and 
am pleaſed to expoſe it ſometimes to thoſe who come 
to viſit me: And, to prove to thee, added he, that 
Curioſity was the only Occaſion of my Search for 
it, here are the Keys of my Magazines, open them 
and thou ſhalt judge of my Riches ; thou ſhalt tell 
me whether the moſt inſatiable Miſer would not be 
ſatisfied with them.” gdallab obeyed him, and 
examined twelve Magazines of great Extent, ſo full 
of all Manner of Riches, that he could not diſtinguiſh 
what merited his Admiration moſt; they all deſerved 
it, and produced new Defires. The Regret of having 
reſtored the Candleſtick, and that of not having found 
out the Uſe of it, pierced the Heart of Abdallah. A- 
bounadar ſeemed not to perceive it: on the contrary, 
he loaded him With Careſſes, kept him ſome Days in 
his Houſe, and commanded him to be treated as him- 
ſelf. When he was at the Eve of the Day which he had 
kxed for his Departure, he ſaid to him, © Aodailan, my 
Son, I believe, by what has happened to thee, thou 
art corrected of the frightful Vice of Ingratitude ; 
however, Lowe thee a Mark of my Affections, for 
© having 
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* having undertaken ſo long a Journey, with a ViewWM:fter 
* of bringing me the Thing I had deſired ; tho, 
* mayeſt depart, I ſhall detain thee no longer. Thu his H 
© ſhalt find To-morrow, at the Gate of my Palace, WI 
© one of my Horſes to carry thee; I make thee den 
Preſent of it, as well as of. a Slave who ſhall con. Wforme 
© duct thee to thy Houſe; and two Camels loaded Riche 
with Gold and Jewels, which thou {halt chuſe thy. Hany C 
«* felt out of my Treaſures.“ Abdallah ſaid to hin Mook t 
all that a Heart ſenſible to Avarice could expreſs, ure. 
when its Paſſion was ſatisfied, and went to lie down came 
till the Morning arrived, which was fixed for his De- Hof the 
parture. Eyes 

During the Night he was ſtill agitated, without media 
being able to think of any Thing but the Candleſtick, {Wappea; 
and what it had produced. I had it, ſaid he, {oWMwith : 
long in my Power;. Abounadar, without me, hal Laws 
© never been the Poſſeſſor of it: What Riſks did | that 
© not run in the ſubterrancous Vault? Why does bein his 
now poſleſs this Treaſure of "Treaſures ? Becauſe ¶ made 
© I had the Probity, or rather the Folly, to bring it becom 
back to him: He profits by my Labour, and the Wb-neat 
Danger I have incurred in ſo long a Journey. Ard which 
* what does he give me in Return? I'wo Camels Heft hi 
© loaded with Gold and Jewels; in one Moment the chem 
* Candlefick will furniſh him with ten Times àlave, 
much. It is Abounadar who is ungrateful: What Th 
* Wrong fhall J do him in taking this Candl:ſtick ! by De 

None certainly; for he is rich: And what do | haps r 
« polleſs ?* Theſe Ideas determined him, at Length, Raccom 
to make all poſſible Attempts to ſeize upon the {audac: 
Candleſtick, The Thing was not difficult, A59nc- of bei 
dar having truſted him with the Keys of his Ma Mipiccci 


azines. He knew where the Candleſtick was placed; 
C ſeized upon it, hid it in the Bottom of one of the 
Sacks, which he filled with Pieces of Gold and other 
Riches which he was allowed to take, and loaded it, 
as well as the reſt, upon his Camels. He. had no 


other Eagerneſs now than for his Departure ; A 
| (ct 
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after having haſtily bid adieu to the generous Abouna- 
ar, he delivered him his Keys, and departed with 
his Horſe, his Slave, and two Camels. 

When he was ſome Days Journey from Balſora, he 
ſold his Slave, reſolving not to have a Witneſs of his 


WW formcr Poverty, nor of the Source of his preſent 
(WRiches. He bought another, and arrived without 
- ainy Obſtacle at his Mother's, whom he would ſcarce 


look upon, ſo much was he taken up with his Trea- 
ſure. His firſt Care was to place the Loads of his 
Camels and the Candleſtick in the moſt private Room 
of the Houſe ; and, in his Impatience to feed his 
Eyes with his great Opulence, he placed oa, im- 


ut mediately in the Candleſtick : The twelve Derviſes 
k, Wappearing, he gave each of them a Blow with a Cane 
ſo Wwith all his Strength, left he ſhould be failing in the 
Laws of the Taliſman : But he had not remarked, 


that Zbounadar, when he ſtruck them, had the Cane 
in his Left-hand. Abdallah, by a natural Motion, 
made Uſe of his Right; and the Derviſes, inſtead of 
becoming Heaps of Riches, immediately drew from 
beneath their Robes each a formidable Club, with 
hich they ttruck him ſo hard and ſo long, that they 
Jeft him almoſt dead, and diſappeared, carrying with 
them all his Treaſure, the Camels, the Horſe, the 
Slave, and the Candleſtick. 

Thus was Abdallah puniſhed by Poverty, and almoſt 
ey Death, for his unreaſonable Ambition, which per— 
) | haps might have been pardonable, if it had not been 
th, Naccompanied by an Ingratitude as wicked as it was 
the Waudacious, ſince he bad not ſo much as the Reſource 
10 Wot being able to conceal his Perfidies from the too 
\a- piercing Eyes of his Benefactor. 
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t to 
tudy, 
Il Hats gather by unſcen Degrees: : rtior 
As Brooks run Rivers, Rivers run to Seas. Davor, 'hus \ 
HERE is not a commen Saying which has; (EM 
better Turn of Senſe in it, than what we often a: af 
hear in the Mouths of the Vulgar, that Cu/tom i; 6 —_ 
ſecond Nature. It is indeed, able to form the Ma bal 
anew, and give him Inclinations and Capacities alto. Not 
ether different from thoſe he was born with. D. "FF 
lot, in his Hiſtory of Staffordſhire, tells us of an 4 b 
Idiot, that chancing to live within the Sound of ; beerve 
Clock, and always amuſing himſelf with counting 1 
the Hour of the Day, whenever the Clock ſtruck; 60 
the Clock being ſpoiled by ſome Accident, the [diat Bane 
continued to ſtfike and, count the Hour without the > 
Help of it, in the ſame Manner as he had done when pe" 
it was entire. Though 1 dare not vouch for the 1 
Truth of this Story, it is very certain that Cuſton 2 
has a mechanical Effect upon the Body, at the ſam an 
Time that it has a very extraordinary Influence upon foe N 
the Mind. rtain 
J ſhall in this Paper conſider one very remarkabe he or 
Effect which Cuſtom has upon human Nature; ho h. 
which, if rightly obſerved, may lead us unto very atiqu 
uſeful Rules of Life. What | ſha]] here take Notice arch 
of in Cuſtom, is its wonderſu] Efficacy in making i 
every Thing piea'ant to us. A Perſon who is ad- ud - 
dicted to Play or Gaming, though he took but little Neaſur 
Delight in it at firſt, by Degrees contracts ſo {trong irgil 
an Inclination towards it, and gives himſelf up fo em are ne 
tirely to it, that it ſeems the only End of his Being. ay, b 
The Love of a retired or buſy Life will grow up iers 
a Man inſenſibly, as he is converſant in the one of WW q41. 
the other, till he is utterly unqualified for reliſning . wiel 
that to which he has been for ſome Time diſuſed. ; Pap 
Nay, a Man may ſmoke, or drink, or take Snaf, If w 
till he is unable to paſs away his Time without it; Nature 


] 
not 
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t to mention how our Delight in any particular 
tudy, Art, or Science, riſes and improves in Pro- 
rtion to the Application which we beſtow upon it. 
'hus what was at firſt an Exerciſe, becomes at Length 
Entertainment. Our Employments are changed 
to our Diverſions. The Mind grows fond of thote 
Rions ſhe is accuſtomed to, and is drawn with Re- 
aancy from thoſe Paths in which ſhe has been uſed 
d walk, 

Not only ſuch Actions as were at firſt indifferent 
d us, but even ſuch as were painful, will, by Cuſtom 
d Practice, become pleaſant. Sir Francs Bacen 
bſerves in his Natural Philoſophy, that gur Taſte is 
ever pleaſed better than with thoſe Things which 


— firſt created a Diſguſt in it. He gives Natter 
7 nſtances of Claret, Coffee, and other Liquors, which 


e Palate ſeldom approves upon the firſt Taſte; 
ut when it has once got a Reliſh of them, generally 
tains it for Life. Ihe Mind is conſtituted after 
e ſame Manner, and after having habituated herſelf 
d any particular Exerciſe or Employment, not only 
Ponies her firſt Averſion towards it, but conccives a 
rtain Fondneſs and Affection for it. I have heard 


able he of the greateſt Geniuſes this Age has produced, 
ana do had been trained up in all the polite Studies of 
g nquity, aſſure me, upon his being obliged to 
& arch into ſeveral Rolls and Records, that notwith- 
nat 


; anding ſuch an Emplyment was at fiſt very dry 
* d irkſome to him, he at laſt took an incredible 


inte eaſure in it, and preferred it even to the reading of 
ON: irg or Cicero. The Reader will obſerve, that J 
em re not here conſidered Cuſtom as it makes Things 
"> Wy, but as it renders them delightful ; and though 
pon ers have often made the ſame Reflestion, it is 
cy oſible they may not have drawn thoſe Uſes from 
w with which 1 intend to fill the remaining Part of 


is Paper, 

If we conſider attentively this Property of human 

ature, it may inſtruct us in very fine Moralities. 
; In 
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In the firſt Place, I would have no Man diſcouryf 
with that Kind of Life, or Serics of Action, in wh 
the Choice of others, or his own Neceſſities, n 
have engaged him. It may, perhaps, be very diſagn 


at ri 
om t! 
eaſon 


able to him at firſt; but Uſe and Application y xj 
certainly render it not only leſs painful, but pleak erde 

and ſatisfactory. | lan 
In the ſecond Place, I would recommend to eye n 
one that admirable Precept which Pythagoras is ſaid nent! 
have given to his Diſciples, and which that Phi diver; 
pher muſt have drawn from the Ofervation IM ens 
enlarged upon: Optimum vitæ genus eligito, nam a ons, 
uetuds faciet jucundiſſimum ; Pitch upon that Co hich 
of Life which is the moſt excellent, and Cuſtom v deligh 
render it the moſt delightful. Men, whoſe CircuW.+..r« 
ſtances will permit them to chuſe their own Way The 
Life, are inexcuſable.if they do not purſue that wie p 
their Judgment tells them is the moſt lauda ich + 
The Voice of Reaſon is more to be regarded, ew 
the Bent of any preſent Inclination ; fince, by adits 
Rules above mentioned, Inclination will at Le ne p. 
come over to Reaſon, though we can never force HA 14 
ſon to comply with Inclination. linds 
In the third Place, this Obſervation may en this 
the moiſt ſenſual and irieligious Man to overl»fre wo 
thoſe Hardſhips and Difkculties, which are at W:®ior 
diſcourage him from the Proſecution of a virtueceds 
Life. The Gods, ſaid Heſiad, have placed Labs rife 
before Virtue ; the Way to her is at firſt rough e plat 
* difficult, but grows more ſmooth and ealy, the on. 
ther you advance in it.) The Man who process the 
in it, with Steadineſs and Reſolution, will, in a li icus 
Time, find that her Mays ure Mas of Pleaſanineſs, a On 
that all her Paths are Peace. ong ( 
To enforce this Conſideration, we may fu of Lu; 
obſcrve, that the Practice of Religion will not oilverſior 
be attended with that Pleaſure, which naturally able, 
companies thoſe Actions to which we are hab and N 
Root! 


ated, but with thoſe ſupernumcrary Joys of He 
| i 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 63 


at riſe from the Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Pleaſure, 
om the Satisfaction of acting up to the Dictates of 
eaſon, and from the Proſpect of an happy Immor=- 
In the fourth Place, we may learn from this Ob- 
rvation which we have made on the Mind of 
lan, to take particular Care, when we are once 
ttled in a regular Courſe of Life, how we too fre- 
uently indulge ourſelves in any the moſt innocent 
diverſions and Entertainments, ſince the Mind may 
ſenſibly fall off from the Reliſh of virtuous Ac- 
ons, and, by Degrees, exchange that Pleaſure 
hich it takes in the Performance of its Duty, for 
delights of a much more inferior and unprofitable 
Jature. 
The laſt Uſe which T ſhall make of this rematk- 
ble Property in human Nature, of being delighted 
ith thoſe Actions to which it is accuſtomed, is to 
hew how abſolutely neceſſary it is for us to gain 
abits of Virtue in this Life, if we would enjo 
he Pleaſures of the next. The State of Bliſs we 
all Heaven, will not be capable of affecting thoſe 
linds which are not thus qualified for it; we muſt 
n this World, gain a Reliſh of Truth and Virtue, if 
e would be able to taſte that Knowledge and Per- 
ection which are to make us happy in the next. The 
deeds of thoſe ſpiritual Joys and ations, which are 
o riſe up and flouriſh in the Soul to all Eternity, muſt 
de planted in her during this her preſent State of Proba- 
jon. It ſhort, Heaven is not to be looked upon only 
ps the Reward, but as the natural Effect of a reli- 
pious Life. 
On the other Hand, thoſe evil Spirits, who, by 
ong Cuſtom, have contracted in the Body, Habits 
of Luſt and Senſuality, Malice and Revenge, an A- 
verſion to every Thing that is good, juſt, or laud- 
able, are naturally ſeaſoned and prepared for Pain 
and Miſery, Their Torments have already taken 
Root in them, they cannot be happy when diveſted 
oo of 
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of the Body, unleſs we may ſuppoſe, that Providenfi my. 
will, in a Manner, create them anew, and wor; a 
NMiracle in the ReQtification of their Faculties. T A 
may, indeed, taſte a Kind of malignant Pleaſure 1 ile 
thoſe Actions to which they are accuſtomed, whil er 
in this Life ; but when they are removed from 2 = | 
thoſe Odjects, which are here apt to gratify then * 
they will naturally become their own Tormentors, a 
cheriſh in themſelves thoſe painful Habits of Mir 
which are called in Scripture Phraſe, The Worm uli 
never dies, This Notion of Haven and Hell is 
very conformable to the Light of Nature, th it it wi 
diſcovered by ſeveral of the moſt exalted Heathen 
It has been finely improved by many eminent I) 
vines of the laſt Age, as in particular by Archbiſh 
Tillotſon and Dr Sherlock; but there is none who hy 
raiſed ſuch noble Speculations upon it as Dr Scott, 
the firſt Book of his Chriſtian Life, which is « 
of the fineſt and moſt rational-Sehemes of DivininM.;h er 
that is written in our Tongue or any other. Tu Lathe 
excellent Author has ſhewn how every particular Cu As 
tom and Habit of Virtue will, in its own Natur the 
produce the Heaven, or a State of Happineſs, in hi... 
| who ſhall hereafter practiſe it: As on the contra; 
how every Cuſtom or Habit of Vice, will be the or tha 
tural Hell of him in whom it ſubſiſts. Siſter 
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The ABsURDITY of EXTREMES. 


*Tis Eduration forms the youthful Mind ; they 
Fuſt as the Tawig is bent, the Tree's incliu d. PorrWany 


AM an humble Couſin to two Siſters, who thouy 
they are good-humoured, good Sort of Peopt 
and (all Things conſidered) behave to me tolerad) 
well; yet their Manners and Diſpofitions are ſo at Fx 
tremely oppoſite, that the Taſk of pleaſing them Hef m 
rendered very difficult and troubleſome, The Ele 


The Pl EAS HNO INSTRUcroR. 65 


7 my Couſins is a very jolly, free-hearted Girl, and 


great an Enemy to a 


| Kinds of Form, that you 
eldom ſee her with ſo much as a Pin in her Gown ; 
hile the Younger, who thinks in her Heart that her 
diſter is no better than a Slattern, runs into the con- 
rary Extreme, and is, in every Thing ſhe does, an 
blolute Fidfad. She takes up almoſt as much Time 
o put on her Grown, as her Siſter does to dirty one. 

he Elder is too thoughtlefs to remember what ſhe 
s to do; and the other is fo tedious in doing it, 
hat the Time is always elapſed in which it was ne- 
eſſary for it to be done. If you lend any Thing to the 


WE |der, you are ſure of having it loſt ; or if you would 


borrow any Thing of the Younger, it is Odds but ſhe 
efuſes it, from an Opinion. that you will be leſs care- 
ul of it than herſelf. Whatſoever Work is done 
by one Siſter, is too ſlight to hang together for an 
Hour's Wear ; and whatſoever 1s undertaken by the 
_ is generally too nice and curious to be fi- 
niſhed. 

As they are conſtantly Bed- fellows, the firſt Sleep 
df the Elder is ſure to be Lis by the Younger, whole 

ſual Time of undrefling and folding up her Cloaths, 
is at leaſt an Hour and a Half, allowing a third Part 
of that Time for H*nderance, occaſioned by her Elder 
_ Things, which lie ſcattered every where in her 
ay. | 

If they had Lovers, I know exactly how it would 
de: The Elder would loſe her's by ſaying Yes too 
ſoon, and the Younger by ſaying Ne too often. If 
they were Wives, the one would be too haſty to do 
any Thing right, and the other too tedious to do any 
Thing pleaſing : Or were they Mothers, the Daugh- 
ters of the Elder would be playing at Taw with the 
Boys, and the Sons of the Younger dreſſing Dolls 
with the Mitles, RATS. 

1 with, Sir, you would be ſo kind to theſe Couſins 
of mine, as to favour them with your Advice, I 
have ſaid already that they are both good-humoured ; 

#2 | and 
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and if you could prevail upon the Elder to borrow ff 
the Younger a little Thought and Neatneſs; and u 
the Younger to add to her Exactneſs a little of, 
careleis Freedom of the Elder; you would make the 
very amiable Women, and me the happeſt of 
humble Couſins. 
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1 Conc 
A 
On BEAUTY and FLATTE Rx. Play 
Beauties, like Princes, from their very Youth, 5 
Are perfect Strangers to the Voice of Truth. | Port mitt 
Friend of mine has two Daughters, whon Wt whe 
will call Lætitia and Daphne; the former Wi diſta 
one of the greateſt Beauties of the Age in wü obta 
ſhe lives, the latter no Way remarkable for ¶ gooc 
Charms in her Perſon. Upon this one Cireu ter : 
ſtance of their outward Form, the Good and [|| Dap 
their Lives ſeem to turn. Lætitia has not, from She 
very Childhood, heard any Thing elſe but Comm plea 
dations .of her Features and Complexion, by wi Deſi 
Means ſhe is no other than Nature made her, a vi cert: 
beautiful Outſide. "The Conſciouſneſs of her Ch At | 
has rendered her inſupportably vain and inſolent tine. 
wards all who have to do with her. Daphne, wh itan« 
was almoſt Twenty before one civil Thing had «li he © 
been faid to her, found herſelf obliged to acquire (of ſay | 
Accompliſhments to make up for the Want of i Fait 
828 which ſhe ſaw in her Siſter. Poor. D and 
was feldom ſubmitted to in a Debate wherein ſhe dec! 
concerned; her Diſcourſe had nothing to recommii very 
it but the good Senſe of it; and ſhe was always un wen. 
ia Neceſſity to have very well conſidered what ſh: wy fo; 
to ſay before. ſhe uttered it; while Lætitia was liſte Joy 
to with Partiality, and Approbation fat on the Co Car 
tenances of thoſe ſhe converſed with, before ſhe c cou! 
municated what ſhe had to ſay. [ 
Theſe Cauſes have produced ſuitable Effects, mu 
'Letitia is as inſipid a Companion, as Daphne is De- 
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agreeable one. Letitia, confident of Favour, has 
ſtudied no Arts to pleaſe; Daphne, deſpairing of any 
Inclination towards her Perſon, has depended only on 
her Merit. Lætitia has always ſomething in her Air 
that is ſullen, grave, and diſconſolate. Daphne has 
a Countenance that appears cheartul, open, and un- 
concerned. _ 

A young Gentleman ſaw Letitia this Winter at a 
Play, and became her Captive. His Fortune was 
ſuch, that he wanted very little Introduction to ſpeak 
his Sentiments to her Father. The Lover was ad- 
mitted with the utmoſt Freedom into the Family, 
where a conſtrained Behaviour, ſevere Looks, and 
diſtant Civilities, were the higheſt Favours be could 
obtain of Lætitia; while Daphne uſed him with the 
good Humour, Familiarity, and Innocence of a Sif- 
ter: Inſomuch, that he would often ſay to her, Dear 
Daphne, wert thou but as handſome as Lætitia! — 
She received ſuch Language with that ingenuous and 
pleaſing Mirth, which is natural to a Woman without 
Deſign. He itil! ſighed in vain for Lætitia, but found 
certain Relief in the agreeable Converſation of Daphne. 
At Length, heartily tired with the haughty Imper- 
tinence of Lætitia, and charmed with repeated Ine 
ſtances of good Humour he had obſerved in Daphne, 
he one Day told the latter, that he had ſomething to 
ſay to her he hoped ſhe would be pleaſed with —— 
Faith, Daphne, continued he, I am in Love with thee, 
and deſpiſe thy Sifter ſincerely. The Manner of his 
declaring himſelf gave his Miſtreſs Occaſion for a 
very hearty Laughter, Nay, ſays he, I knew you 
would laugh at me, but I will aſk your Father. He did 
ſo; the Father received his Intelligence with no leſs 
Joy than Surprize, and was very glad he had now no 
Care left but for his Beauty, which he thought he 
could carry to Market at Leiſure. 

I do not know any Thing that has pleaſed me ſo 
much a great while, as the Conqueſt of my Friend 
Dafhae's, All her Acquaiatances congratulate her upon 
her 
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her Chance-medley, and laugh at that premeditatin 
Murderer, her Siſter. As it is an Argument of a ligt 
Mind, to think the worſe of ourſelves for the Impe:. 
fections of our Perſons, it is equally below us to valy 
ges of them. The Femail 
World ſeem to be almoſt incorrigibly gone altray j 
this Particular; for which Reaſon I ſhall recommen/ 
the following Extract out of a Friend's Letter to th 
profeſſed Beauties, who are a People almoſt as und. 
ferable as the profefled Wits. 
* Monſieur St Evremont has concluded one of hi 
Eflays with affirming, that the laſt Sighs of ; 
handſome Woman are not ſo much for the Loſs, 
her Life as of her Beauty. Perhaps this Railen 
is purſued too far, yet it is turned upon a very ob. 
vious Remark, that a Woman's ſtrongeſt Paſſion i 
for her own Beauty, and that ſhe values it as he 
favourite Diſtinction. From hence it is, that al 
Arts, which pretend to improve or preſerve it, n 
with ſo general a Reception among the Sex. Tb 
ſay nothing of many falſe Helps, and contraband 
Wares of Beauty, which are daily vended in this 
eat Mart, there is not a Maiden Gentlewoman, 
of a good Family, in any County of South Britan, 
who has not heard of the Virtues of /4ay-Dew, 
is unfurniſhed with ſome Reccipt or other in Favou 
of her Complexion ; and I have known a Phyſicia 
of Learning and Senſe, after eight Years Study in 
the Univerſity, and a Courſe of Travels into mol 
Countries in Europe, owe the firſt riſing of his For 
tune to a.coſmetic Waſh. 
© This has given me Occaſion to conſider, how f 
univerſal a Diſpoſition in Womankind, whid 
ſprings from a laudable Motive, the Deſire d 
pleaſing, and proceeds from an Opinion not 4 
together groundleſs, that Nature, helped by Al 
may be turned to their Advantage. And, me 
thinks, it would be an acceptable Service to tat 
them out of the Hands of Quacks and Pectenderi 
6 aid 
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© and to prevent their impoſing upon themſelves, by 
« diſcovering to them the true Secret and Art of 1m- 
© proving Beauty, 


In order to do this, before I touch upon it direct- 
ly, it will be neceſſary to lay down a few preliminary 
Maxims, viz. 
© That no Woman can be Handſome by the Force 
of Features alone, any more than ſhe can be Witiy 
only by the Hulp of Speech. 
That Pride deſtroys all Symmetry and Grace, and 
Affectation is a more terrible Enemy to fine Faces 
than the Small-Pox, 
* That no Woman is capable of being Beautiful, 
who is not incapable of being Falſe 
And, That what would be Odious in a Friend, 
is Defarmity in a Miſtreſs, 
* From theſe few Principles, thus laid down, it 
will be eaſy to prove, that the true Art of aſſiſting 
Beauty, conſiſts in embelliſhing the whole Perſon by 
the proper Ornaments of virtuous and commendable 
Qualities, By this Help alone it is, that thoſe who 
are the favourite Work of Nature, or, as Mr Dryden 
expreſſes it, the Porcelain Clay of human Kind, 
become animated, and are in a Capacity of exerting 
their Charms: And thoſe who ſeem to have been 
neglected by her, like Models wrought in Haſte, are 
capable in a great Meaſure of finiſhing what ſhe has 
left imperfect. 
* It is, methinks, a low and degrading Idea of 
that Sex, which was created to refin? the Joys 
and ſoften the Cares of Humanity, by the moſt 
agreeable Participation, to conſider them merely as 
Objects of Sight, This is abridging them of their 
natural Extent of Power, to put them upon a Level 
with their Pictures at Kneller's, How much no- 
bler is the Contemplation of Beauty heightened by 
Virtue, and commanding our Eſteem and Love, 
while it draws our Obſervation ? How faint and 
ſpiritleſs are the Charms of a Coquette, when com- 
« pared 
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© pared with the real Lovelineſs of Sophronta's Inno. 


* cence, Piety, good Humour, and Truth ; Virtus 
© which add a new Softneſs to her Sex, and even 
« beautify her Beauty! That Agreeableneſs, which - 
* muſt otherwiſe have appeared no longer in the mo- 
© deft Virgin, is now preſerved in the tender My. 
© ther, the prudent Friend, and the faithful Wik, 
Colours artfully ſpread upon Canvas, may enter. 
© tain the Eye, but not affect the Heart; and ſhe Beau 
© who takes no Care to add to the natural Graces H Wit 
© her Perſon any excelling Qualities, may be allowei the c 
« ſtill to amuſe as a Picture, but not to triumph as Force 
« Beauty. in h 
When Adam is introduced by Milton, deſcribing ed, 
« Eve in Paradiſe, and relating to the Angel the [m-{Wevery 
preſſions he felt upon ſeeing her at her firſt Creation, was 
© he does not repreſent her like a Grecian Venus, HM the 1 
© her Shape or Features, but by the Luſtre of he his 
Mind, which ſhone in them, and gave them theiWthing 
Power of charming. tertal 
differ 
Grace was in all her Steps, Heav'n in her Eye, ed, h 
In all her Geſtures Dignity and Love. or 1 
to ſo 
© Without this irradiating Power, the proudelſ may 
Fair One ought to know, whatever her Glaſs maß ut 
tell her to the contrary, that her moſt perfect Fe. ſmile 
© tures are uninformed and dead, poſed 
I cannot better cloſe this Moral, than by a ſn] ©xpo! 
Epitaph written by Ben Fohnſon, with a Spirit whid and 
* nbthing could inſpire but ſuch an Object as I hat Gall: 
been deſcribing. ant 


Underneath this Stone doth lie 

As much Virtue as could die; 
Which, when alive, did Vigour give 
To as much Beauty as could live, 
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On AFFECTATION, 


But one Admirer has the afefed Laſs, 
Nor meets that one—but in her Looking-glaſs. 


YOUNG, 


Late Converſation which I fell into, gave me 
an Opportunity of .obferving a great Deal of 
Beauty in a very handſome Woman, and as much 
Wit in an ingenious Man, turned into Deformity in 
the one, and Abſurdity in the other, by the mere 
Force of Affectation. The Fair One had ſomething 
in her Perſon upon which her Thoughts were fix- 
ed, that ſhe attempted to ſhew to Advantage in 
every Look, Word, and Geſture. The Gentleman 
was as diligent to do Juſtice to her fine Parts, as 
the Lady to her beauteous Form. You might ſee 
his Imagination on the Stretch to find out ſome» 
thing uncommon, and what they call bright, to en- 
tertain her ; while ſhe writhed herſelf into as many 
different Poſtures to engage him. When ſhe laugh- 
ed, her Lips were to ſever at a greater Diſtance than 
ordinary to ſhew her Tecth : Her Fan was to point 
to ſomething at a Diſtance, that in the Reach ſhe 
may diſcover the Roundneſs of her Arm; then ſhe 
is utterly miſtaken in what ſhe ſaw, falls back, 
[miles at her own Folly, and is ſo wholly diſcom- 
poſed, that her "Tucker is to be adjuſted, her Boſom 
expoſed, and the whole Woman put into new Airs 
and Graces, While ſhe was doing all this, the 
Gallant had Time to think of ſomething very plea- 
fant to ſay next to her, or make ſome unkind Ob- 
ſervation on ſome other Lady to feed her Vanity. 
Theſe unhappy Effects of Affectation, naturally led 
me to look into that ſtrange State of Mind which 
ſo generally diſcolours the Behaviour of moſt People 
we meet with. 
The learned Dr Burnet, in his Theory of the Earth, 
takes Occaſion to obſerve, that every Thought is 
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attended with Conſciouſneſs and Repreſentativene;{Winio! 
the Mind has nothing preſented to it, but what is s is 
mediately followed by a Reflection or Conſcience ether 
which tells you whether that which was ſo preſents clea 
is graceful or unbecoming. This Act ot the Mint e all 
diſcovers itſelf in the Geſture, by a proper Behavioy caſio 
in thoſe wheſe Conſciouſneſs goes no futher th pea. 
to direct them in the juſt Progreſs of their preſeſ ture 
Thought or Action; but betrays an Interruption it ily 1 
every ſecond Thought, when the Conſciouſneſs Ms **f! 
employed in too fondly approving a Man's own Cee lt 
ceptions ; which Sort of Conſciouſneſs is what w h. 
call Affectation. Whe 
As the Love of Praiſe is implanted in our Bon of 
as a ſtrong Incentive to worthy Actions, it is a veil chic 
difficult Taſk to get above a Beſire of it for Thing"! n. 
that ſhould be wholly indifferent. Women, who ty « 
Hearts are fixed upon the Pleaſures they have in Mie 
Conſciouſneſs that they are the Objects of Love an fect 
Admiration, are ever changing the Air of the ** 
Countenances, and altering the Attitude of their By ecche 
dies, to ſtrike the Hearts of their Bcholders with nee r 
Senſe of their Beauty. The dreſſing Part of cu th Re 
Sex, whoſe Minds are the fame with the ſillier Partd ad of 
the other, are exactly in the like uneaſy Condition 1? thc 
be regarded for a well- tied Cravat, an Hat cocked witl ity | 
an unuſual Briſkneſs, a very well choſen Coat, ore lifter 
ther Inſtances of Merit, which they are impatientt Cat 
ſee unobſerved. - Far, 
But this apparent Affectation, ariſing from an it pnſequ 
governed Conſciouſneſs, is not ſo much to be wos perto 
dered at, in fuch looſe and trivial Minds as theſe: It mY 
But when you ſee it reign in Characters of Wort h Pa 
and Diſtinction, it is what you cannot but lament, nd ſficier 
without ſome Indignation. It creeps into the Heart * 
of the wiſe Man, as well as that of the Coxcomb. thing 
When you ſec a Man of Senſe look about for Applault — 
and di{cover an itching Inclination to be commended; = 


lay Traps for a little Incenſe, even from thoſe whet 
| Opinio 
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nion he values in nothing but his own Favour ; 
o is ſafe againſt this Weakneſs ? Or, who knows 
ether he is guilty of it or not? The beſt Way to 
clear of ſuch a light Fondneſs for Applauſe, is, to 
e all poſſible Care to throw off the Love of it upon 
caſions that are not in themſelves laudable; but, as 


jou 0 
tha ppears, We hope for no Praiſe from them. Of this 
en ture are all Graces in Men's Perſons, Dreſs, and 


ly Deportments; which will naturally be winning 
| attractive if we think not of them, but loſe their 
rce in Proportion to our Endeavouts to make them 
y | 

When our Conſciouſneſs turns upon the main De- 
n of Life, and our T houghts are employed upon 
> chief Purpoſe either in Buſineſs or Pleaſure, we 


ve 
in| never betray an Affectation, for we cannot be 
bey of it: But when we give the Paſſion for 
tei an unbridled Liberty, our Pleaſure, in little 


fections, robs us of what is due to us for great Vir- 
s and worthy Qualities, How many excellent 
zeches and honeſt Actions are loſt, for Want of 
ng indifferrent where we ought ? Men are oppre{icd 
th Regard to their Way of ſpeaking and acting, in- 


the! 
Bo 


nel 


*. ad of having their Thoughts bent upon what 
„ ſhould do or fay ; and by that Means -bury a Ca- 
wür for great Things, by their Fear of failing in 
** lifferent Things. This, perhaps, cannot be called 


fectation; but it has ſome Tincture of it, at leaſt, 
far, as that their Fear of erring in a Thing of no 
dnſequence, argues they would be too much pleated 
performing it. 


ne U 


n ill 


wol | : 
\ fo Dal is only from a thorough Diſregard to himſelf in 
rok? Particulars, that a Man can act with a laudable 


ſiciency : His Heart is fixed upon one Point in 
ew; and he commits no Error, becauſe he thinks 
amd cbing an Error, but what deviates from that Inten- 
aue f 

ebe wild Hovock Affectation makes in that Ia. 
6 be World which ſhould be moſt polite, is vi. 
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wherever we turn our Eyes: It puſhes Men note 
into Impertinencies in Converſation, but alſo in th 
premeditated Speeches. At the Bar it torment | 
Bench, whoſe Buſineſs it is to cut off all Superflui 
in what is ſpoken before it by the Practitioner; as 
as ſeveral little Pieces of Injuſtice which ariſe f 
the Law itſelf. I have ſeen it make a Man run fi 
the Purpoſe before a Judge, who was, when at 1 
Bar himſelf, ſo cloſe and logical a Pleader, that, w 
all the Pomp of Eloquence in his Power, he ne 
ſpoke a Word too much. 

It might be borne even here, but it often aſcends! 
Pulpit itſelf; and the Declaimer, in that ſacred Pla 
is frequently ſo impertinently witty, ſpeaks of the, 
Day itſelf with ſo many quaint Phraſes, that then 
no n who underftands Railery, but muſt reſolve 
fin no more: Nay, you may behold him ſometin 
in Prayer, for a proper Delivery of the great Tr 
he is to utter, humble himſelf with ſo very wm 
turned a Phraſe, and mention his own Unworthin 
in a Way ſo very becoming, that the Air of the pre 
Gentleman is preſerved under the Lowlineſs of t 
Proacher..-:. | 

I ſhall end this with a ſhort Letter I writ the oth 
Day to a very witty Man, over-run with the Fault 
am ſpeaking of. | 


DEAR SIR, 


« J ſpent ſome Time with you the other Day, a 
muſt take the Liberty of a Friend to tell you of 
unſufferable AﬀeQation you are guilty of in all yo 


ſay or do. When I gave you a Hint of it, l 
aſked me whether a Man is to be cold to what 


Friends think of him? No; but Fraife is not to! 


the Entertainment of every Moment: He that hof 
for it, muſt be able to ſuſpend the Poſſeſſion of it ul 
pri oper Periods of Life, or Death itſelf, If you wol 


aa rather be commended than be Praiſe- worthy, co 
Beg teni 


f 
4 
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un little Merit; and allow no Man to be ſo free 
h you as to praiſe you to your Face, Your Vanity 
this Means will want its Food. At the ſame Time 


lui r Paſſion for Eſtzem will be more fully gratified : 
+ en will praiſe you in their Actions: Where you now 
> fr 


zive one Compliment, you will then receive twenty 
vilities. Until then, you will never have of either, 


ther than, SI X, 
urs, &c. 


. 


1 A 


On MODS TY. 


True Modefly is aſhamed of every Thing that is criminal: Faſje 
ety of every Thing that is unſa/hionabk, 
| ADD1$SON, 


ODESTY is not only an Ornament, but alfo 
a Guard to Virtue, It is a Kind of quick and 
icate Feeling in the Soul, which makes her thrink 
d withdraw herſelf from every Thing that has Dan- 
in it. It is ſuch an exquiſite Senſibility, as warns 
to * the firſt Appearance of every I hing which 
hurtful. ; 

cannot at preſent recollect either the Place or 
ime of what I am going to mention; but I have 
d ſomewhere in the Hiſtory of ancient Grerce, that 
Women of the Country were ſeized with an un- 
ountatle Melancholy, which diſpoſed ſeveral of 
em to make away with themſelves. The Senate, 
er having tried many Expedients to prevent this 
f. murder, which was ſo frequent among them, pub- 
ed an Edict, that if any Woman whomſoever ſhould 
violent Hands upon herſelf, her Corpſe ſhould be 
poſed naked in the Street, and dragged about the 
ty in the moſt public Manner. This Edict imme- 
tely put a Stop to the Practice which was before ſo 
mmon. We may ſee in this Inſtance the Strength 
Female Modeſty, which was able to overcome the 
1 Violence 
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Violence even of Madneſs and Deſpair. The Fex 


Shame, in the Fair Sex, was, in thoſe Days, n 
prevalent than that of Death. 

If Modeſty has fo great an Influence over our! 
tions, and is in many Caſes ſo impregnable a Fenc: 
Virtue; what can more undermine Morality th 
that Politeneſs which reigns among the unthinki 
Part of Mankind, and treats as unfathionable the m 
genuous Part of our Behaviour; which recomma 


owa 
one 
e no 
onve 
Thi 
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rofeſ 
hich 
ot in 


lmpudence as good Breeding, and keeps a Man ai lous 
in Cdantenance, not becauſe he is innocent, but be- 
cauſe he is ſhameleſs ? nanc 

Seneca thought Modeſty ſo great a Check to V don 
that he preſcribes to us the Practice of it in ſecret, M pert 
adviſes us to raiſe it in ourſelves upon imaginary HM rfec 
caſions, when ſuch as are real do not offer themic!«ipn of 
tor this is the Meaning of his Precept, that when o, 
are by ourſelves, and in our greate{t Solitudes, Mich L 


{hould fancy that Cato ſtands before us, and fees eve 
hing we do. In ſhort, if you baniſh Modeity out 
the World, ſhe carries away with her halt the Vir 
that are in it, 

After thoſe Reflections on Modeſty, as it is a Vi 
tue; 1 muſt obſerve, that there is a vicious Modeh 
winch juſtly deſerves to be ridiculed, and which thi 
Perſons very often diſcover, who value themleln 
moſt upon a well-bred Confidence. This happt 


when a Man is aſhamed to act up to his Reaſon, a HA 
would not, upon any Conſideration, be ſurpriſed in ig 4! 
Practice of thoſe Duties, for the Pertormance of wig” !rtu 
he was ſent into the World. Many an impudent ng 

bertine would bluſh to be caught in a ſerious Di (courWemle 
and would ſcarce be able to thow his Head, after ha erefo 
ing diſcloſed a religious Thought. Decency of LW Diſt 
haviour, all outward Shew of Virtue and Abhorre 

of Vice, are carefully avoided by this Set of ſham An e 
faced People, as what would diſparage their Gaiety ena 
Temper, and infallibly bring them to Difſhonou r. 


"This is ſuch a Poorneſs of Spirit, ſuch a deſpicad 
Cowardic 


— 1 me _ —— — 
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owardice, ſuch a degenerate abject State of Mind, 
3 one would think human Nature incapable of, did 
e not meet with frequent Inſtances of it in ordinary 
onverſation. 

There is another Kind of vicious Modeſty, which 
akes a Man aſhamed of his Perſon, his Birth, his 
rofeſſion, his Poverty, or the like Misfortunes, 
hich it was not in his Choice to prevent, and is 
ot in his Power to rectify. If a Man appear ridi- 
lous by any of the afore-mentioned Cirumſtances, 
> becomes much more ſo by being out of Coun- 
nance for them. They ſhould rather give him Oc- 


 ViedWſion to exert a noble Spirit, and to palliate thoſe 
t, aWperfections which are not in his Power, by thoſe 
y (i iections which are; or, to uſe a very witty Allu- 
chen of an eminent Author, he ſhould imitate Cæſar, 


ho, becauſe his Head was bald, covered that Defect 
ith Laurels. 


IRTUE under AFFLICT1ION, repreſented 
a Vi in the Story of A MAN DA. 


For Bleſings ever wait on virtuous Deeds ; 
And tho a late —a ſure Reward ſucceeds. 
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CONGREYE. 


HAVE more than once had Occaſion to mention 
a noble Saying of Seneca the Philoſopher, That 
virtuous Perfon ſtruggling with Misfortunes, and 
ing above them, is an Obje& on which the Gods 
emſel@s may look down with Delight. I hall 
erefore ſet before my Readers a Scene of this Kind 
Diſtreſs in private Life, for the Speculation of this 
ay. | 
An eminent Citizen, who had lived in good Fa- 
ion and Credit, was, by a Train of Accidents, and 
an unavoidable Perplexity in his Affairs, reduced 
a low Condition, There is a Modeſty uſually 
G 3 attend- 
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attending faultleſs Poverty, which made bim rat 
chuſe to reduce his Manner of Living to his prek 
Circumſtances, than ſolicit his Friends in order 
ſupport the Shew of an Eſtate when the Subſtu 
was gone. His Wife, who was a Woman of 80 
and Virtue, behaved herſelf on this Occaſion y 
uncommon Decency, and never appeared fo 7 
ble in his Eyes as now. Inſtead of upbraiding h 
with the ample Fortune ſh? had brought, ort 
many great Offers ſhe had refuſed for his Sake, | 
redoubled all the Inſtances of her Affection, wi 
her Huſband was continually pouring out his He 
to her in Complaints that he had ruined the beit V 
man in the World. He ſometimes came Homes 
'Fime when ſhe did not expect him, and ſurpriſed | 
in Tears which ſhe endeavoured to conceal, and 
ways put on an Air of Chearfulneſs to receive ht 
1% letlen their Expence, their eldeſt Daughter (wh 
J ſhall call Amanda) was ſent into the Country, to! 
Houſe of an honeſt Farmer, who had married a % 
vant of the Family, This young Woman was app 
kenfive of the Ruin which was approaching, and 
privately engaged a Friend in the Neighbourhood, 
give her an Account of what paſſed from "T'ime co . 


our 
her f 
the 8 
ſo in 
Marr 
thorit 
Oppe 
Mak 11 


of her Father's Affairs. Amanda was in the B. Tl 
of her Youth and Beauty, when the Lord of the cher; 
nor, who often called in at the Farmer's Houlc g Conc 
followed his Country Sports, fell paſſionately in LW (elf | 
with her, He was a Man of great Generofity ; the 1 
from a looſe Education, had contracted a he arty olle; 
lion to Marriage, He therefore entertained a Id | 
upon Amanda's ; Virtue, which at preſent he thou! 
fit to keep private. The innocent Creature, | 5 
never ſuſpected his Intentions, was pleaſed with ert 
Perſon ; and having obſerved his growing Pathon! wich 
her, hoped by fo advantaycous a Match ſhe WW Kt 
uickly be in a Capacity of ſupporting her impor 7 bin 


ed Relations, One Dy as he called to fee hr, baron 


ound her in I cars over a Letter ſhe had juſt rece# be te 
. 
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rat rom her Friend, which gave an Account that her Fa- 
rener had lately been ſtripped of every Thing by an Exe- 
der ution. The Lover, who with ſome Difficulty found 


put the Cauſe of her Grief, took this Occaſion to make 


Seer a Propoſal. It is impoſſible to expreſs Amani1a's 
1 vil onfuſion, when ſhe found his Pretenſions were not 
am onourable. She was now deſerted of all her Hopes, 
gad had no Power to ſpeak : But ruſhing from him in the 
or tmolt Diſturbance, locked herſelf up in her Chamber. 
e, e immediately diſpatched a Metlenger to her Father 
b ich the following Letter. 


4 RN, 


« T have heard of your Misfortune, and have offered 
our Daughter, if ſhe will live with me, to ſettle on 
her four hundred Pounds a Year, and to lay down 
the Sum for which you are now diſtreſſed. I will be 
ſo, ingenuous as to tell you, that I do not intend 


t0 Marriage : But if you are wiſe, you will uſe your Au- 
a "WMthority with her not to be too nice, when ſhe has an 
abe Opportunity of ſaving you and your Family, and of 
nd 


making herſelf happy. 
J am, . &c,” 


This Letter came to the Hands of Amanda's Mo— 
ther; the opened and read it with great Surprize and 


c WF Concern. She did not think it proper to explain her- 
elf to the Meſſenger ; but defiring him to call again 


the next Morning, the wrote to her Daughter as 
follows. | 


&* Dearefl Child, 


« Your Father and I have juſt now received a Let- 
ter from a Gentleman who pretends Love to you, 
with a Propoſal that inſults our Misfortuncs, and 


ny would throw us to a lower Degree of Miſery than any 
e hing which is come upon us. How could this bar— 
. barous Man think, that the tendereſt of Parents would 


be tempted to ſupply their Wants, by giving up ne 
| e 
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ca after was impatient to know the Succeſs of his Pro- 
e dose; and therefore broke open the Letter privately 
a 0 {ce the Contents. He was not a little moved at fo 
and 1c a Picture of Virtue in Diſtreſs: But at the ſame 
Fl ime was infinitely ſurpriſed to find his Offers re- 
"a: ted. However, he reſolved not to ſuppreſs the Let- 
cel ter, but carefully ſealed it up again, and carried it to 
Tit 4:anda. All his Endeavours to ſee her were in vain, 

till ſhe was aſſured he brought a Letter from her 
Wo {uther., He would not part with it, but upon Con- 
un; tion that ſhe would read it without leaving the Room. 
the wenne ſhe was peruſing it, he fixed his Eyes on her 
of 1 WF ce with the deepeſt Attention: Her Concern gave a 
arne Softneſs to her Beauty; and when ſhe burſt into 
ich. rears, he could no longer refrain trom bearing a Part 
Y ber Sorrow, and telling her, that he too had read 
cep the Letter, and was reſolved to make Reparation for 
0 having been the Occaſion of it. My Reader will not 
ne d:{pleaſed to fee the ſecond Epiſtle, which he now 
10 rote to Amanda's Mother. 


nds 

her MAD AM, : 
ing Jam full of Shame, and will never forgive my- 
2 ſelf, if 1 have not your Pardon for what I lately wrote, 


It was far from my Intention to add T rouble to the 
Ricted; nor could any Thing, but my being a 
Stranger to you, have betrayed me into a Fault, for 
which, if I live, I ſhall endeavour to make you Amends 
as a Son. You cannot be unhappy while Amanda is 
'our Daughter; nor ſhall be, if any Thing can pre- 
vent it, which is in the Power of, | 
MAD AM, 
5 Your moſt obedient, 

; Humble Servant,” —. 


This Letter he ſent by his Steward, and ſoon after 
went up to Town himſelf, to complete the generous 
Act he had now retolved on. By his Friendthip and 
Aſſiſtance Amanda's Father was quickly in a Condi- 

tion 


of it: This gave me ſome Satisfaction, as it ſhewel 
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tion of retrieving his perplexed Affairs. To conclub, 
he married Amanda, and enjoyed the double Satisfe. 
tion of having reſtored a worthy Family to their fo. 
mer Proſperity, and of making himſelf happy by u 
Alliance to their Virtues. 


2 


Preliminary Addreſs prefixed to the Pennſylvania Almanai 
for 1758 : On Qt.conomy and Frugality. 


Spare not, nor ſpend too much; be this thy Care, 
Spare but to ſpend, and only ſpend to ſpare. 
RAN DOT. Hr 


Courteous Reader, 


I| Have heard, that nothing gives an Author ſo gret reded 
Pleaſure as to find his Works reſpectfully quoted . 
by ſo many learned Authors. This Pleaſure I have ſe. 
dom enjoyed; for though I have been, if I may ſij 
it without Vanity, an eminent Author (of Almanacks 
annually now a full Quarter of a Century, my Bro. 
ther Authors in the ſame Way, for what Reaſon! 
know not, have ever been very ſparing in their Ap. 
plauſes, and no other Author has taken the leaſt No. 
tice of me; ſo that did not my Writings produce mt 
ſome ſolid Pudding, the great Deficiency of Praik 

would have quite diſcouraged me. 

I concluded at Length, that the People were the bet 
Judges of my Merit, for they buy my Works ; ani 
beſides, in my Rambles, where I am not Herſonall 
known, I have frequently heard one or other of nj 
Adages repeated, with, as poor Richard ſays, at the End 


not only that my Inſtructions were regarded, but di 
covered likewiſe ſome Reſpect for my Authority; and! 


own, that to encourage the Practice of rememberiny 47 

and repeating thoſe wiſe Sentences, I have ſometims . 

quoted myſelf with great Gravity. f 
Judge then how much I mull have been gratifet 85 


by an Accident I am going to relate to you, I ſtopt 
W 
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ny Horſe latcly where a great Number of People were 
ollected at a Vendue of Merchants Goods. The 
our of Sale not being come, they were converling 
in the Badneſs of the Times, and one of the Com- 
any called to a plain clean old Man, with white 
,ocks, „Pray, Father Abraham, what think you of 
he Times? Will not theſe heavy Taxes quite ruin 
he Country ? How ſhall we be ever able to pay them ? 
Vhat would you adviſe us to?“ Father Abraham ſtood 
p and replied, ** If you would have my Advice, I 
ill give it you in ſhort; for a Word to the Wiſe is 
nough, and many Words will not fill a Buſhel, as 
or Richard ſays.” They joined in deſiring him to 
peak his Mind, and gathering round him, he pro- 
ceded as follows : . 

& Friends, ſays he, and Neighbours, the Taxes are 
deed very heavy, and if thoſe laid on by the Govern- 


e ſel 
„ent were the only ones we had to pay, we might 
ore eaſily diſcharge them; but we have many others, 
Bro Fd much more grievous to ſome of us. We are taxed 


ice as much by our Idleneſs, three Times as much 
y our Pride, and four Times as much by our Folly ; 
id from theſe Taxes the Commiſſioners cannot eaſe 
deliver us, by allowing any Abatement. However 
t us hearken to good Advice, and ſomething may be 
one for us. God helps them that help themſelves,” 
poor Richard ſays, in his Almanack for 1733. 

It would be thought a hard Government that ſhould 


x its People one tenth Part of their I'ime, to be em- 


de me 
Praile 


e bel 


j and 


;nall Sd ; 

f m loyed in its Service: But Idleneſs taxes many of us 
e End uch more, if we reckon all that is ſpent in abſolute 
eel och, or in doing of nothing, with that which is ſpent 


idle Employments or Amuſements, that amount to 
thing. Sloth, by bringing on Diſeaſes, abſolutely 
ortens Life.“ Sloth, like Ruſt, conſumes faſter 
an Labour wears, while the uſed Key is always 
icht, as poor Richard ſays. But doſt thou love 
te, then do not ſquander Time, for this is the Stuff 
Life 
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Life is made of, as poor Richard ſays. How much 
more than is neceſſary do we ipend in Sleep! forge. 
ting that,“ the ſleeping Fox catches no Poultry, an 
that there will be ſleeping enough in the Grave,” 4 
poor Richard ſays. If Time be of all Things th 
molt precious, waſting Time muſt be, as por Richarl 
ſays, the greateſt Prodigality ; ſince, as he elſewher 
tells us, Loſt Time is never found again; and wha 
we call Time enough, always proves little enough! 
Let us then up and be doing, and doing to the Pur. 
poſe ; fo by Diligence ſhall we do more with leſs Per. 
plexity, Sloth makes all Things difficult, but In. 
duſtry eaſy, as poor Richard ſays ; and he that riſeth 
late, muſt trot all Day, and fthall ſcarce overtake hi 
Buſineſs at Night. While Lazineſs travels ſo ſlowly, 
that Poverty ſoon overtakes him,” as wwe read in pur 
Richard, who adds, “ drive thy Buſineſs, let not tha 
drive thee ; and early to Bed, and early to riſe, make 
a Man healthy, wealthy, and wiſe.” - 

So that what ſignifies wiſhing and hoping for bet. 
ter Times? We may make theſe Times better if 
we beſtir ourſelves. Induſtry needs not wiſh, as pwr 
Richard ſays; and he that lives upon Hope, will di 
faſting. There are no Gains without Pains ;” “ the 
help Hands, for I have no Lands,” or if I have, thy 
are ſmartly taxed, And, as poor Richard likewiſe th: 
ſerves, He that hath a "I'rade hath an Eſtate ; and he 
that hath a Calling hath an Office of Profit and Ho. 
nour; but then the T rade muſt be worked at, and 
the Calling well followed, or neither the Eſtate, nor 
the Office will enabie us to pay our Taxes. [f we 
a e induſtrious, we ſhall never ſtarve; for, as pen 
Richard ſays, „At the working Man's Houſe, Hun. 
ger looks in, but dares not enter.” Nor will the Bailit 
or the Conſtable enter; for“ Induſtry pays Debt 
while Deſpꝛit increaſeth them,” ſays par Richard = 
What tho' you have found no Treaſure, nor has any 
rich Relation left you Legacy, „Diligence wh 

e; 
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other of good Luck, as porr Richard ſays, and God 
veth all Things to Induſtry. Then plough deep 
hile Sluggards fleep, and you ſhall have Corn to fell 
d to keep,” ſays poor Dick, Work while it is call- 
To-day, for you know not how much you may 
hindered To-morrow, which makes peer Richard 
„„One To-day is worth two To- morrows;“ 
dd farther, Have you ſomewhat to do To-morrow, 
d it To-day. If you were a Servant, would you not 
alhamed a good Maſter ſhould catch you idle ? 
re you then your own Maſter, “ and not aſhamed 
catch yourfelf idle,” as poor Dick ſays. When 


ſeth ere is ſo much to be done for yourſelf, your Family, 
ü ar Country, and your gracious King, be up by 
wiy, ep of Day; Let not the Sun look down and 
por r, inglorious here he lies.” Handle your Tools 


ithout Mittens ; ** remember that the Cat in Gloves 
tches no Mice,” as peor Dick ſays. Tis true there 
much to be done, and perhaps you are weak-handed, 


bet ut ſtick to it ſteadily, and you will ſee great Effects, 
t ir © Conſtant Dropping wears away Stones, and b 
pur iligence and Patience the Mouſe eat into the Cable; 
| dit 


d little Strokes fell great Oaks,” as poor Richard 


then Ws in his Almanack, the Year I cannot juſt now re- 

the Wember, 

ſe c. Methinks J hear ſome of you ſay, “ Muſt a Man 

ford himſelf no Leiſure! I will tell thee, my 
0 


riend, what poor Richard ſays, ** Employ thy Time 
if thou meaneſt to gain Leiſure ; and ſince thou 
tnot ſure of a Minute, throw not away an Hour.” 


if we Wh ifure is Time doing ſomething uſeful ; this Lei- 
ben re the diligent Man will obtain, but the lazy Man 
Hun- 


ver; ſo that, as poor Richard ſays, „A Life of 
eiſure and a Life of Lazineſs are two Things.” Do 
bu imagine that Sloth will afford you more Comfort 


Jailif 
)2bts, 


d- Labour? No, for, as po:r Richard fay;, © Trou- 
san e ſprings from Idleneſs, and grievous Toil from 
* edleſs Eaſe. Many without Labour, would live 
Ne: 


their Wits only, but they break for Want of 
Wo Stock,” 


— — ——— — — — 


Stock.“ Whereas Ind uſtry gives Comfort, and Plen 
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orſe- 


and Reſpect: ** Fly Pleaſures, and they will fol 


"ou The diligent Spinner has a large Shift; and: So 1 
have a Sheep and a Cow, every Body bids me a G on: 
morrow;“ all which is well ſaid by poor Richard, rugal 
But with our Induſtry, we muſt likewiſe be fe inly 
ſcttled, and careful, and overſee our own Affairs will (av« 
our own Eyes, and not truſt too much to others; H rind 
as poor Richard ſays, A fe 
& never ſaw an oft removed Tree, | a 

« Nor yet an oft removed Family, N 
That throve ſo well as thoſe that ſettled be.. Si 

And again, Three Removes are as bad as a Fir 4 
and again, „Keep thy Shop, and thy Shop will e l 
thee; and again, „If you would have your Buff 
done, go ; if not, ſend ;” and again, we 
« He that by the Plow would thrive, _ 

« Himſelf muſt either hold or drive.“ = 

And again, „The Eye of a Maſter will do ble . 
Work than both his Hands ;” and again, „W « 
cf Care does us more Damage than Want of Knoy 60 
ledge;“ and again, Not to overſee Workmen is nd 
leave them your Purſe open.” Truſting too mu ring 
to others Care is the Ruin of many; for, as the AWſhat a 
manack ſays, In the Affairs of this World, Men iet: 
ſaved, not by Faith, but by the Want of it; bu lirtl, 
Man's own Care is profitable; for, ſaith poor Du latte 
„Learning is to the Studious, and Riches to ti by a! 
Careful, as well as Power to the Bold, and Heaven Hittle! 
the Virtuous.” And further, If you would hd a 
a faithful Servant, and one that you like, ſerve youWrove 
felf.” And again, he adviſeth to CircumſpediuMWriſe ) 
and Care, even in the ſmalleſt Matters, becauſe ſom He! 
times, A little Neglect may breed great MiſchilWheries 
adding, for Want of a Nail the Shoe was loſt ; ff you 
Want of a Shoe the Horſe was loſt ; and for Want ome 
a Horſe the Rider was loſt,” being overtaken ſend. p 
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Win by the Enemy ; all for Want of Care about a 
orſe-{hoe Nail. 

So much for Induſtry, my Friends, and Attention 
> one's own Buſineſs; but to theſe we muſt add 
rugality, if we would make our Induſtry more cer- 
inly ſucceſsful, A Man may, if he knows not how 
d ſave as he gets, keep his Noſe all his Life to the 
"rindſitone, and die not worth a Groat at the laſt. 
A fat Kitchen makes a lean Will,” as poor Richard 
ys; and, 


« Many L* N are ſpent in the Getting, 

« Since Women for Tea forſook Spinning and Knitting, 

«* 4nd Men for Punch forſook Hewing and Splitting. 

« If you would be wealthy, ſays he, in another Al- 
anack, think of ſaving as well as getting: The Indies 
ave not made Spain rich, becauſe her Outgoes are 
reater than her Incomes.” Away then with your ex- 
enfive Follies, and you will not have ſo much Cauſe 
o complain of hard Times, heavy Taxes, and charge- 
ble Families; for, as poor Dick ſays, 

& MMomen and Wine, Game and Deceit, STS 
nor « Make the Wealth ſmall, and the Wants great.” 
sind farther “ What maintains one Vice, would 
ring up two Children.” You may think perhaps, 
hat a little Tea, or a little Punch now and then, 
ena iet a little more coſtly, Cloaths a little finer, and 
little Entertainment now and then, can be no great 
Matter; but remember what poor Richard ſays, ** Ma- 
ly a little makes a mickle ; and farther, **+ Beware of 
en oittle Expences ; a ſmall Leak will ſink a great Ship;“ 
nd again, Who Dainties love, ſhall Beggars 


you Trove ;” and moreover, Fools make Feaſts, and 
0108Wviſc Men eat them.” 

ono Here you are all got together at this Vendue of Fi- 
hidWcries and Knicknacks. You call them Goods, but 


= you do not take Care, they will prove Evils to 
ut ome of you. You expect they will be ſold cheap, 
and perhaps they may for leſs than they coſt ; but if 

H 2 yo 


maintained their Standing: In which Caſe it appean 
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you have no Occaſion for them, they mult be tex 
you, Remember what poor Richard ſays, ** Buy v 
thou haſt no need of, and 'ere long thou ſhalt þ 
thy Neceſſaries.“ And again, At a great Peng 
worth pauſe a while: He means, that perhaps t 
Cheapneſs is apparently only, and not real; or ty 
Bargain, by ſtraightning thee in thy Buſineſs, may 
thee more Harm than Good, For in another Pla 
he ſays, © Many have been ruined by buying on 


Pennyworths.” Again, poor Richard ſays, © ee ar 
tool:ih to lay out Money in a Purchaſe of Rep «« F 
tance ;” and yet this Folly is practiſed every Day «A 
Vendues, for want of minding the Almanack. . a 
Men, @s poor Dick ſays, learn by others Harms, Fo — 


ſcarcely by their own; but fe/ix quem faciunt alin 
pericula cautum.” Many a one, for the Sake of Firm 
on the Back, have gone with a hungry Belly, af 
half ſtarved their Families ;”” Silks and Sattins, Sen 
Jets and Velvets, as poor Richard ſays, put out th 
Kitchen Fire.” Theſe are not the Neceſlaries of Lik; 
they can ſcarcely be called the Conveniences, 2d 
yet only becauſe they look pretty, how many wantt 
have them? the artificial Wants of Mankind thu 
become more numerous than the natural; and, 2 
poor Dick ſays, ** For one poor Perſon there are au 
hundred indigent.” By theſe, and other Exiravs 
gancies, the Gentee] are reduced to Poverty, 2 
forced to borrow of thoſe whom they formerly de- 
ſpiſed, but who through Induſtry and Frugality han 


plainly, that“ A Ploughman on his Legs is highe akes 
than a Gentleman on his Knees,” as poor Ricoh”) 
fays. Perhaps they have had a ſmall Eſtate left them, = 
which they knew not the getting of ; they think, , 4 
« it is Day, and will never be Night; that a little 4 
© to be ſpent out of ſo much is not worth minding; 
a Child and a Fool, as poor Richard fays, imagine 
Twenty Shillings and Twenty Years can never be 
ſpent, but, always taking out of the Meal Tub, an 

ne. 
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yer putting in, ſoon comes to the Bottom; then, as 
er Dick ſays, when the Well is dry, they know the 
orth of Water.“ But this they might have known 
fore, if they had taken his Advice: If you 
ould know tne Value of Money, go and try to bor- 
ww ſome; for he that goes a-borrowing goes a- ſorrow- 
g; and indeed ſo does he that Jends to ſuch People 
hen he goes to get it again. Poor Dick farther ad- 
ſes and ſays, 8 5 


« Fond Pride and Dreſs is ſure a very 5 


Eee Fancy you conſult, conſult your Purſe, 
— nd again, Pride is as loud a Beggar as Want, and 
5 great deal more ſaucy.” When you have bought 


e fine thing, you muſt buy ten more, that your Ap- 
arance may be all of a Piece; but poor Dick ſays, It 
eaſier to ſuppreſs the firſt Deſire, than to ſatisfy all 
at follow it. And that it is as truly Folly for the Poor 
ape the Rich, as the Frog to ſwell, in order to equal. 
ze Ox, 

Great Eſtates may venture more, 

« But little Boats ſhould keep near Shore.“ 


« It is however a Folly ſoon puniſhed ; for Pride that 
nes on Vanity, ſups on Contempt,” as poor Richard 
. And in another Place, Pride breakfaſted with 
lenty, dined with Poverty, and ſupped with. Infa- 
y.” And after all, for what Uſe is the Pride of Ap- 
hau arance, for which ſo much is riſked, ſo much is ſuf- 
den red? It cannot promote Health, or eaſe Pain; it 
oher kes no Increaſe of Merit in the Perſon,,i: creates 
Danny, it haſtens Misfortune. | 


xm, © hat is a Butterfly? At beſt 2 


ink, © {e's but a Caterpiller dreſt ; 

itte “ The gaudy Fop's his Picture juſt,” 

hut what Madneſs muſt it be to run in Debt for 

2" cle Superfluities ! We are offered, by the Terms of: 

Vendue, fix Months Credit; and that per- 

aps has induced ſome of us to attend it, becauſe we: 
„ N.. can 
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cannot ſpare the ready Money, and hope now i 
be fine without it. But ah, think what you do be 
you run in Debt; you give to another Power ow 
your Liberty. If you cannot pay at the Time, yu 
will be aſhamed to ſee your Creditor ; you will bei 
Hear when you ſpeak to him; you will make poor, 5 
titul, ſneaking Excuſes, and by Degrees come to lat 
your Veracity, and fink into baſe down-right Lying, 
tor, as poor Richard ſays, & the ſecond Vice is Lying 
the firſt is running into Debt.” And again to tt. 
fame Purpoſe, Lying rides upon Debt's Back! 
Whereas a free-born Engliſhman ought not to þ 
aſhamed or afraid to ſee or ſpeak to any man living 
But Poverty often deprives a Man of all Spirit at 
Virtue ; It is hard for an empty Bag to ſtand up 
right,” as poor Richard truly ſays. What would ya 
think of that Prince, or that Government, who woul 
iſſue an Edict forbidding you to dreſs like a Gentk 
man, or a Gentlewoman, on Pain of 1mprifonmen 
or Servitude ? Would you not ſay, that you are fre, 
have a Right to dreſs as you pleaſe, and that ſucha 
Edict would be a Breach of your Privileges, and ſut 


a Government tyrannical ? And yet you are abou T 
to put yourſelf under that Tyranny when you run ua dom 
Debt for ſuch Dreſs ! Your Creditor has Authori:ya you! 
his Pleaſure to deprive you of your Liberty, by coi thou 
fining you in a Jail for Life, or by ſelling you fora with 
Servant, if you ſhould not be able to pay Lim. Wha that 
you have got your Bargain, you may, perhaps, thi that 
little of Payment; but “ Creditors,” as poor Dill then 
tells us, have better Memories than Debtors ;” al pro! 
in another Place fays, *<* Creditors are a ſuperi A 
tious Se, great Obſervers of ſet Days and Time Sch: 
The Day comes round before you are aware, and in t] 
Demand is made before you are prepared to ſati [yi cant 
Or if you bear your Debt in Mind, the Term wich ever 
at firſt ſcemed ſo long, will, as it leſſens, appeat er felle 
tremely hort, Time will ſeem to bave added Winn fart! 
1 \.is Eic2ls as well as his Shoulders. Thoſe have fure 


| 
(hot 
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ſuort Lent, ſaith poor Richard, who owe Money to be 
paid at Eaſter.” Then ſince, as he ſays, The Bor- 
rower is a Slave to the Lender, and the Debtor to the 
Creditor,” diſdain the Chain ; preſerve your Free- 
dom; and maintain your Independency : Be induſ- 
trious and free; be frugal and free. At preſent, per- 
haps, you may think yourſelf in thriving Circum- 
| ſtances, and that you can bear a little Extravagance 
without Injury ; bur, 

«© For Age and Want, ſave while you may; 

% No Morning Sun laſis a whole Day.” 


As poor Richard ſays Gain may be temporary and un- 
certain, but ever while you Jive, Expence is conſtant 
and certain; and ' tis eaſier to build two Chimneys 
than to keep one in Fuel, as poor Richard ſays. $0 ra- 
ther go to Bed ſupperleſs than riſe in Debt.” 


« Get what you can, and what's got fairly, hold ; 
« Ts the Stone that will turn all your Lead into Gold.” 


As poor Richard ſays.— And when you have got the 
Philoſopher's Stone, ſure you will no longer complain 
of bad Times, or the Difficulty of paying Taxes. 

This Doctrine, my Friends, is Reaſon and Wiſ- 
dom; but after all, do not depend too much upon 
your own Induſtry, and Frugality, and Prudence, 
though excellent Things, for they may all be blaſted 
without the Bleſſing of -Heaven ; and therefore aſk 
that Bleſſing humbly, and be not uncharitable to thoſe 
that at preſent ſeem to want it, but comfort and help 
them. Remember Fob ſuffered, and was afterwards 
proſperous, 

And now to conclude, Experience keeps a dear 
School, but Fools will learn in no other, and ſcarce 
in that; for it is true, we may give Advice, but we 
cannot give Conduct,“ as poor Richard ſays : How- 
ever, remember this, They that will not he coun- 
ſelled, cannot be helped, as poor Richard ſays : And 
farther, „That if you will not hear Reaſon, ſhe wil! 
ſurely rap your Knuckles.“ 

| Thus 


o 
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The People heard it, and approved the Doctrine; 
but immediately practiſed the contrary, juſt as if it ha 
been a common Sermon: for the Vendue opened, 
and they began to buy extravagantly, notwithſtand. 
ing all his Cautions, and their own Fe 

I found the good Man had thoroughly ſtudied my Al. 
manacks, and digeſted all I had dropt on thoſe Topic 
during the Courſe of five-and-twenty Years. Th 
frequent Mention he made of me mult have tired anj 
one elſe, but my Vanity was wonderfully delightel 
with it, though I was conſcious that not a tenth Pax 
of the Wiſdom was my own which he aſcribed to me, 
but rather the Gleanings I had. made of the Senſe «f 
all Ages and Nations. flowever, I reſolved to be the 
better for the Echo of it; and though TI had at fir 
determined to buy Stuff for a new Coat, I went away 
reſolving to wear my old one a little longer. Reader, 
if thou wilt do the ſame, thy Profit will be as great 
as mine. 


July 7, 1577. RICHARD SAN DPEI, 


Thus the old Gentleman ended his Harangue, 


ear of T axes, 


Jam, as ever, 
Thine 19 ſerve thee, 


On CELAkEANGDG INES 


*Tzs Beauty points, but Neatneſ3 guides the Hrs. 
OPE, 


Had Occaſion to go a few Miles out of Town, 
ſome Days ſince, in a Stage coach, where J had 


for my Fellow Travellers, a dirty Beau, and a pretty 


young Quaker Woman. Having no Inclination. to 
talk much at that Time, I placed myſelf backward, 
with a Deſign to ſurvey them, and to pick a. Specu- 
lation out of my two Companions. Their different 
Figures were ſufficient of themſelves to draw my At- 
tention. The Gentleman was dreſſed in a Suit, the 
Ground whereof had been black, as I perceived oy 
ome 
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ſome few Spaces that had eſcaped the Powder, which 
yas incorporated with the greateſt Part of his Coat : 
His Periwig, which coſt no ſmall Sum, was after fo 
flovenly a Manner caſt over his Shoulders, that it 
ſeemed not to have been combed fince the Year 1712 
his linen, which was not much concealed, was daub- 
d with plain Spaniſh, from the Chin to the loweſt 
Button ; and the Diamond upon his Finger (which 
aturally dreaded the Water) put me in Mind how it 
ſparkled amidſt the Rubbiſh of the Mine, where it 
was firſt diſcovered. On the other Hand, the pretty 
Quaker appeared in all the Elegance of Cleanlineſs. 
Not a Speck was to be found upon her. A clear clean 


* val Face, juſt edged about with little thin Plaits of 
8 the pureſt Cambric, received great Advantages from 
60 the Shade of her black Hood; as did the Whiteneſs 


of her Arms from that ſober- coloured Stuff, in which 
ſhe had cluathed herſelf, The Plainneſs of her Dreſs 
was very well ſuited tu the Simplicity of hcr Phraſes ; 
all which put together, though they could not give 
me a great Opinion of her Religion, they did of her 
nnocence, 

This Adventure occaſioned my throwing together 
a few Hints upon Cleanlineſs, which I ſhall conſider 
— s one of the Ila, virtues, as Ariſtotle calls them, and 

ſhall recommend it under the three following Heads. 
As it is a Mark of Politeneſs; as it produces Love; 
and as it bears Analogy to Purity of Mind. 
k. Firſt, It is a Mark of Politeneſs. It is univerſally 
yn, egreed upon, that no one unadorned with this Virtue, 
had Mean 20 into Company without giving a manifeſt Ot- 
ty ence. The caſier, or higher any one's Fortune is, 
to his Duty riſes proportionally. The different Na- 
ud, ions of the World are as much diſtinguiſhed by their 
cu-Cleanlineſs, as by their Arts and Sciences. The more 
ent WI") Country is civilized, the more they conſult this 
Part of Politeneſs. We need but compare our Ideas 
of a Female Hottentot and an Engliſh Beauty, to be ſa- 
tisfied of the T'ruth of what has been advanced, ' 
n 
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In the next Place, Cleanlineſs may be ſaid to ent R 
the Foſter- mother of Love. Beauty indeed moſt conllhicf Ir 
monly produces that Paſſion in the Mind, but Ce and 
lineſs preſerves it. An indifferent Face and Perus. 
kept in perpetual Neatneſs, hath won many a He e Bo 
from a pretty Slattern. Age itſelf is not unamiad dun 
while it is preſerved clean and unſullied : Like a PH, tha 
of Metal conſtantly kept ſmooth and bright, we e De: 
on it with more Pleaſure than on a new Veſſel tha able 
cankered with Ruſt. [ ſha 

I might obſerve farther, that as Cleanlineſs rend new! 
us agreeable to others; ſo it makes us eaſy to ouiiitions 
ſelves ; that it is an excellent Preſervative of Heal A D 
and tat feveral Vices deſtructive both to Mind u lisfor 
Body, are inconſiſtent with the Habit of it. But thelſonſect 
Reflections I ſhall leave to the Leiſure of my ReadenWpreun 
and ſhall obſerve, in the third Place, that it bearsiWme t 
great Analogy with Purity of Mind, and natur m, a. 
inſpires refined Sentiment and Paſſions. ding « 

We find from Experience, that through the PNF m. 
valence of Cuſtom, the moſt vicious Actions lokWarav: 
the Horror, by being made familiar to us. On ap 
contrary, thoſe who live in the neighbourhood dine of 
good Examples, fly from the firſt Appearance of went, 
is ſhocking. It fares with us much after the fam zen 
Manner, as to our Ideas. Our Senſes, which are Mrouę 
Inlets of all the Images conveyed to the Mind, caone 
only tranſmit the Impreſſions of ſuch Things as uſual 
ſurround them. So that pure and unſullied Thought 
are naturally ſuggeſted to the Mind, by thoſe Object 
that perpetually enccmpalſs us, when they are beaut! 
ful and elegant in their Kind. 

In the Eaſt, where the Warmth of the Climat: 
makes Cleanlineſs more immediately neceſſary that 
in colder Countries, it is made one Part of their Re 
ligion : The Fewiſh Law, (and the dahomean, 
which in ſome Things copies after it) is filled wit 
Bathings, Putificativns, and other Rites of the Ui 


Nature. Though there is the above-named con. 
NIE 
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ent Reaſon to be aſſigned for their Ceremonies, the 
ief Intention undoubtedly was to typify inward Pu- 
ty and Cleanlineſs of Heart, by thoſe outward Waſh- 
os, We read ſeveral Injunctions of this Kind in 
e Book of Deuteronomy, which confirm this Truth; 
d which are but ill accounted for by ſaying, as ſome 
Pal, that they were only inſtituted for Convenience, in 
je Deſart, which otherwiſe could not have been ha- 
table for many Years. 
[ ſhall conclude this Eſſay, with a Story which I have 
Mmewhere read in an Account of Mahometan Super- 
tions. 
A Derviſe of great Sanctity, one Morning had the 
lisfortune, as he took up a Cryſtal Cup, which was 
then ſccrated to the Prophet, to let it fail upon the 
xe reund, and daſh it to Pieces. His Son coming in, 
dme time after, he ſtretched out his Hand to bleſs 
im, as his Manner was every Morning; but the Youth 
ding out, ſtumbled over the Threſhold, and broke his 
m. As the old Man wondered at theſe Events, a 


aravan paſſed by in its Way from Mecca. The Der- 
n / approached it to beg a Bleffing but as he ſtroked 
d one of the holy Camels, he received a Kick from the 
whtWcalt, that ſorely bruiſed him. His Sorrow and A- 
ſan{Wazement increaſed upon him, till he recollected, that 


brough Hurry and Inadvertency, he had that Morning 
ome abroad without waſhing bis Hands, 


netan, 

witl 
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On CHUSs LIN O COMYPAN x. 


If, with a Fool or Knawe, I Carus ſee, 
A Knawve or Fool, Carus, Pl ſentence thee. SANDYy, 


O be courteous to all, but familiar to few, 
a Maxim which I once deſpiſed, as original 
proceeding from a mean and contracted Mind, the fi 
gid Caution of Weakneſs and Timidity. A tame a 
indiſcriminate Civility I imputed to a Dread of 
Contempt or the Petulency of others, to Fears fra 
which the Wit and the Gentleman are exempted by; 
Conſciouſneſs of their own Dignity, by their Power 
depreſs Inſolence, and filence Ridicule; and a genen 
Shyneſs and Reſerve, I conſidered as the Reproach d 
our Country, as the Effect of an illiberal Education 
by which neither a polite Addreſs; an eaſy Confidence 
or a general Acquaintance with public Life is to be xc 
quired. This Opinion, which continued to flatu 
the Levity and Pride that produced it, was ſtrength. 
enced by the Example of thoſe whoſe Manner in th 
Diffidence of Youth I wiſhed to imitate, who enterd 
a mixed Company with an Air of ſerene Familiarity, 
accoſted every Man like an old Acquaintance, ail 
thought only of making Sport of the reſt of any wit 
whom their Caprice ſhould happen to be offended, 
without Regard to their Age, Character, or Con- 
dition, 

But I now wiſh, that I had regulated my Condud 
by the Maxims which I deſpiſed, for I ſhould the 
have eſcaped a Misfortune which I ſhall never retrieve; 
and the Senſe of which I am now endeavouring to (ub 
pend by relating it to you as a Leſſon to others, 2 
conſidering my Loſs of Happineſs as an Acquiſition 
_ Wiſdom. 

While I was in France with a travelling Tutor, | 
received a Letter which acquainted me that my Fr 
ther, who had been long declining, was dead ; all 
that it was neceſſary I ſhould immediately return 8 


1. 
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land, to take Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, which was 
inconſiderable, though there were Mortgages upon 
o near Half its Value. 

Vhen 1 arrived, I found a Letter which the old 
ntleman had written and directed to me with his oven 
nd, It contained ſome general Rules for my Con- 


na, and ſome Animadverſions upon his own : He 
ie H Notice of the Incumbrance under which he left me 
ce ut naternal Inheritance, who had deſcended through 
of th ny Generations; and expreſled the moſt earneſt De- 
fron „that it might yet be tranſmitted entire to Poſteri- 


With this View, he ſaid he had negociated a Mar- 
ge between me and the only Daughter of his old 
end, Sir Ge:rge Homeſtead, of the North, an amiable 
ung Lady, whoſe Alliance would be an Honour to 
y Family, and whoſe Fortune would much more 
n redeem my Eſtate. 

He had given the Knight a faithful Account of his 
faifs, who, after having taken ſome Time to conſi— 
r the Propoſals,and conſult his Friends, had conſent- 
to the Match, upon Condition that his Daughter 
d I ſhould be agreeable to each other, and that my 
thaviour ſhould confirm the Character which had 
en given of me. My Father added, that he hoped 
have lived till this Alliance had taken Place; but as 
ovidence had otherwiſe determined, he entreated as 
s Jaſt Requeſt, that as ſoon as my Affairs ſhould be 
tled, and Decency would permit, I would make Sir 
nge a Viſit, and neglect nothing to accompliſh this 
rpoſe, 

| was touched with the Zeal and Tenderneſs of pa- 
nal Affection, which was then directing me to Hap- 
neſs, after the Heart that felt it had ceaſed to beat, 
Id the Hand that expreſſed it was mouldering in the 
uſt. 1 had alſo ſeen the Lady, not indeed fince we 
ere Children; but I remembered that her Perſon was 
preeable, and her Temper ſweet : I did not, therefore, 
tate a Moment, whether my Father's injunctions 
rn ould be obeyed. I proceeded to ſettle his Affairs; I 
Eng I took 
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took an Account of Debts and Credits, viſited 
Tenants, recovered my uſual Gajety, and at the 
of about nine Months, ſet out for Sir George's Sex 
the North; having before opened an epitltolary( 
reſpondence, and expreſſed my Impatience to pol 
Happineſs which my Father had ſo kindly ſecured, 

1 was better pleaſed to be well mounted, than 90 
in a Chariot, or be jumbled in a Poſt-chaiſe; 
knew that Sir George was an old Sportſman, 2 yl 
hearty Blade, who would like me better in a Pu 
Buckſkin Breeches on the Back of a good Hunter, 
in a trimmed Suit, and gaudy Equipage ; I there 
fet out on Horſeback with only one Servant, 
reached Stilton the firſt Night. 

In the Morning, as I was mounting, a Gentleny 
who had juſt got on Horſeback before me, ordered! 
Servant to make ſome Enquiry about the Road, uh 
J bappened to overhear, and told him with great! 
liarity, that I was going the ſame Way, and i 
pleaſed we would travel together: To this he conſa 
ed, with as much Frankneſs, and as little Ceremony 
and I ſet forward, greatly delighted that Chancek 
afforded me a Companion. 

We immediately entered into Converſation, anl 
ſoon found that he had been abroad : We extolled 
Roads and the Polity of France, the Cities, the! 
laces and the Villas, entered into a critical Examil 
tion of the moſt celebrated Seats in England, theh 
culiarities of the Buildings and Situation, Croſswi 
Market Towns, the Impoſition of Inn- keepers, andi 
Sports of the Field: Topics by which we mutul 
recommended ourſelves to each other, as we had dd 
Opportunities to diſcover equal Knowledge, and 
diſplay Truth with ſuch Evidence as prevented Dis 
ſity of Opinion. 

After we had rode about two Hours, we overt 
another Gentleman, whom we accoſted with the {at 
_ Familiarity that we had uſed to each other; we , 
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how far he was going, and which Way, at what 
te he travelled, where he put up, and many other 
eſtions of the ſame Kind. The Gentleman, who 
xeared to be near fifty, received our Addreſs with 
at Coldneſs, returned ſhort and indirect Anſweis to 


ted 
he 
der 


10 Enquiries, and often looking with great Attention 
4 ss both, ſometimes put forward that he might get 


ore us, and ſometimes checked his Horſe that he 
cht remain behind. But we were reſolved to diſap- 
nt him; and finding that his Reſerve increaſed, and 
was viſibly diſpleaſed, we winked at each other, and 
ermined the Old Put ſhould afford us ſome Sport, 
ter we had rode together upon very ill Terms more 
n Half an Hour, my Companion with an Air of 
emonious G1avity, aſxed him if he knew of any 
duſe upon the Road where he might be accom- 
ated with a Wench. The Gentleman, who was, 


u elieve, afraid of giving us a Pretence to quarrel, did 
1. reſent this Inſult any otherwiſe than by making no 
1 (ply. I then began to talk to my Companion as if 
on had been old Acquaintances, reminding him that 
non Gentleman extremely reſembled a Perſon from 


om we had taken a Girl that he was carrying to the 
gnio, and indeed, that his preſent Reſerve made me 


.n{Wpect him to be the ſame ; but that as we were wil- 
ed g to aſk his Pardon, we hoped it would be forgotten, 
he chat we ſhould ſtill have the Pleaſure of dining toge- 
zmul at the next Inn. The Gentleman was ſtill filent 3 
he e as his Perplexity and Reſentment viſibly increaſed, 


proportionably increaſed our Entertainment, which 
not, however, laſt long, for he ſuddenly turned 
wn a Lane; upon which we ſet up a Horſe laugh, 
it continued till he was out of hearing, and then 
ſuing our Journey, we talked of the Adventure, 
ich afforded us Converſation and Merriment for the 
of the Day. 
The next Morning we parted, and in the Evenin 
e u rrived at Home/tead-Hall. The old Knight cad 
with great Affection, 1 immediately introduced 
2 me 
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ured | 
hang 

Occaſi 
egre; 


10 


me to his Daughter, whom I now thought the fine 
Woman I had ever ſeen. I could eaſily diſcover thy 
1 was not welcome to her, merely upon her Father 
Recommendation, and I enjoyed by Anticipation th 
Felicity which I confidered as within my Graſp. Bu 


the pleaſing Scene, in which I had ſuffered my Img. Noliow. 
nation to wander, ſuddenly diſappeared as by the Poy. 
er of Enchantment : Without any viſible Motive, th 8 
Behaviour of the whole Family was changed; my A. 
ſiduities to the Lady were repreſſed; ſhe was never H © Tt 


wes o 
Diſade. 
eived 
ontain 
ather ) 
am, 


be found alone; tae Knight treated me with a col 
Civility : I was no longer a Party in their Vifits, au 
was willingly attended even by the Servants, I mak 
many Attempts to diſcover the Cauſe of this Misfer 
tune, but without Succeſs ; and one Morning, wh 
I had drawn Sir George into the Garden by himſelf, zu 
was about to urge him upon the Subject, he prevent 
me by ſaying, that his Promiſe to my Father, fe 
whom he had the higheſt Regard, as I well kney, 
was conditional; that he had always reſolve: to len 


his Daughter a free Choice; and. that ſhe had U imr 
queſted him to acquaint me, that her Affections with the 
otherwiſe engaged, and to intreat that I would there 

fore diſcontinue my Addreſſes. My Surprize a 8 
Concern at this Declaration were ſuch, as left me « x ; 
Power to reply: And I ſaw Sir George turn from nM ices. 
and go into the Houſe, without making any Attemt ded t 
to ſtop him, or to obtain a further Explanation. AB ;; my 
terwards indeed, I frequently expoſtulated, entreateiharact 
and complained ; bur, perceiving that all was ineffe. Nhevitab 
tual, | took my Leave, and determined that I woll ty, wh 
|ill ſolicit by Letter; for the Lady had taken ful ne of 
Poſſeſſion of my Heart, that I would joyfully hon Zo, 
married her, though I had been ſure that hes Fate iy... 
would immediately have left all his Fortune 9nd fam 
Stranger, r to | 

I meditated on my epiſtolary Project all the Nr 

London; and before I had been three Day in Ton eper ; 


I wrote a long Letter to Sir George, in Which I cor 


jure ao 
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ured him, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, to account for the 
Change in his Behaviour; and inked, that, on this 
Occaſion, to conceal the Truth was in the higheſt 
egree diſhonourable to himſelf, and injurious to me. 

Jo this Letter, after about ten Days, I received the 
following Anſwer. 

S 1 R, 

&« Tt is with great ReluQance that I reveal the Mo- 
ives of my Conduct, becauſe they are much to your 
Diſadvantage. The incloſed is a Letter which I re- 
cived from a worthy Gentleman in the Country, and 
ontains a full Anſwer to your Enquiries, which I had 
ather you ſhould receive in any Hand than in mine. 
am, 

Your humble Servant, 


Geo, HomesTEAD.” 


I immediately opened the Paper incloſed, in which, 
yith the utmoſt Impatience, I read as follows: 


9 1 R, 
* I ſaw a Ferſon with your Family Ycſterday at the 


Laces, to whom, I was ſoon after informed you in- 
ended to give your Daughter. Upon this Occafion, 
is my indiſpenſtble Duty to acquaint you, that if his 
-haracter is to be determined by his Company, he will 
nevitably entail Diſeaſes and Beggary upon his Poſte- 
ty, whatever be the Merit of his Wife, or the Afflu- 
nce of his Fortune. He overtook me on the Road 
om London, a few Weeks ago, in Company with a 
Vretch, who by their Diſcourſe appeared to be his old 
d familiar Acquaintance, and whom I well remem- 
r to have ſeen brought before my Friend Tuſtice 
thy, when I was accidentally at his Houſe, as the 
eper of a Brothel in Covent-Garden. He has ſince 
on a conſiderable Sum with falſe Dies at the Maſ- 


12 querade, 
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querade, for which he was obliged to leave the King. 
dom, and is {till liable to a Proſecation. Be alfure 


that I have a perfect Knowledge of both; for ſome lr. 


On l. 


eidents, not neceſſary to mention, kept me near then To « 

ſo long on the Road, that it is impoſſible I ſhould be Con 

mittaken, I am, '$ 

8 I R, yours, &c. 

—_—_— beee 

James TI RUEnasx, hrll 

The Moment I had read this Letter, the Riddle vu 19% * 

ſolved. 1 knew Mr Trueman to be the Gentleman, WM the ! 
whom [I had concurred with a Stranger, picked up Appe 

Accident, to inſult without Provocation on the Roa, Wl #9!!0' 

1 was in a Moment covered with Confuſion ; ali U h 
though I was alone, could not help covering my Fail © Ri 

with my Hands. I abhorred my Folly, which appea-ﬀ © a) 

ed yet more enormous every Time it was reviewed, a Boy 
[ courted the Society of a Stranger, and a Stranger! Age, 
perſecuted with Inſult : Thus I affociated with Inf d 

and thus my Aſſociate became known. I hoped, how. Fern! 
ever, to convince Sir George, that I had no Knowledge his 01 
of the Wretch whoſe Infamy I had ſhared, excey the V 
that which I had acquired from the Letter of hi behel, 
Friend. But before I had taken proper Meaſures f en 
my Juſtification, I had the Mortification to hear tl 3 
the Lady was married to a neighbouring Gentlema 
who had long made his Addrelles, and whom Sir C A 
had before rejected in the Ardour of his Friendſhip i "24k 
my Father. be 
How narrow, Sir, is the Path of Recctitude, 2 00 n 

| how much may be loſt by the ſlighteſt Deviation! CC. | 
| ents 

J am, your humble Servant, out of 

ences 

ABULUS Wl very 

thoſe 

which 

ſented 


lowed 
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On the Fuſtice of PROVIDENCE in the Diſtribution of 
R1CHRs 


To whom can Riches give Repute or Truſt, 

Content or Pleaſure; but the Good and Fuſt. Pork. 
NYHrEMYLUS, who was an old and a good Man, 
and withal exceeding poor, being deſirous to 
leave fome Riches to his Son, conſults the Oracle of 
Apell> upon the Subject. The Oracle bid him fol- 
low the firſt Man he ſhould ſee upon his going out of 
the Temple. The Perſon he chanced to fee was to 
Appearance an old, fordid, blind Man; but upon his 
following him from Place to Place, he at laſt found, 
by his own Confeſſion, that he was Plutus, the God 
of Riches, and that he was juſt come out of the Houſe 
of a Miſer. Plutus further told him, that when he was 
a Boy he uſed to declare, that as ſoon as he came to 
Age, he would diſtribute Wealth to none but virtuous 
and juſt Men; upon which Jupiter, conſidering the 
pernicious Conſequences of ſuch a Reſolution, took 
his Sight away from him, and left him to ſtoll about 
the World in the blind Condition wherein Chremylus 
beheld him. With much ado Chremylus prevailed 
upon him to go to his Houſe, where he met an old 
Woman in a tatter'd Raiment, who had been his 
Gueſt for many Years, and whoſe Name was Poverty, 
The old Woman refuſing to turn out ſo eaſily as he 
would have her, he threatened to baniſh her not only 
from his own Houſe but out of Greece, if ſhe made 
any more Words upon the Matter. Poverty on this 
Occ. fion pleads her Cauſe very notably, and repre- 
ſents to her old Landlord, that ſhould ſhe be driven 
out of the Country, all their Trades, Arts, and Sci- 
ences would be driven out with her; and that if 
every one was rich, they would never be ſupplied with 
thole Pomps, Ornaments, and Conveniences of Life, 
which made Riches deſirable. She likewiſe repre- 
ſented to him the ſeveral Advantages which ſhe be- 
lowed upon her Votaries, in Regard to their Shape, 
their 
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their Health, and their Activity, by preſerving them 
from Gouts, Dropſies, Unwieldineſs, and Intempe- 
rance. But whatever ſhe had to ſay for herſelf, ſhe 
was at laſt forced to move off. Chremylus immedi- 
ately conſidered how he might reſtore Plutus to his 
Sight; and in order to do it, conveyed him to the 
Temple of Eſculapius, who was famous for Cures and 
Miracles of this Nature. By this Means the Deity 
recovered his Eyes, and began to make a right Ule 
of them, by enriching every one that was diſtinguiſh- 
ed by Piety towards the Gods, and Juſtice towards 
Men; and at the ſame Time by taking away his Gifts 
from the impious and undeſerving. This produced 
ſeveral merry Incidents, till in the laſt Act Mercun 
deſcends with great Complaints from the Gods, that 
ſince the good Men were grown rich, they had received 
no Sacrifices, which is confirmed by a Prieſt of Jupi- 
ter, who enters with a Remonſtrance, that ſince theſe 
late Innovations, he was reduced to a ſtarving Con- 
dition, and could not live upon his Office. Chro 
mylus, who in the Beginning of the Play, was religious 
in his Poverty, concludes with a Propoſal which was 
reliſhed by all the good Men, who were now grown 
rich as well as himſelf, (i. e.) that they ſhould carry 
Plutus in ſolemn Proceſſion to the Temple, and inſtall 
him in the Place of Jupiter. This Allegory inſtructed 
the Athenians in two Points ; firſt, as it vindicated the 
Conduct of Providence in its ordinary Diſtribution 
of Wealth ; and in the next Place, as it ſhewed the 
great Tendency of Riches to corrupt the Morals of 
thoſe who poſſeſſed them. 
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On the FoRCE of AFFECTION. 


Tears of Con paſſion, are Nature's Marks to know an honeſt 
Heart by. VOLTAIRE, 


A too Gentleman and a Lady, of ancient and 
hi! 


honourable Houſes in Cornwall, had from their 
dhood entertained for each other a generous and 
noble Paſſion, which had been long oppoſed by their 

Friends, by Reaſon of the [nequality of their For- 

tunes; but their Conſtancy to each other, and Obe- 
| dience to thoſe on whom they depended, wrought fo 
much upon their Relations, that theſe celebrated 
Lovers were at Length joined in Marriage. Soon af— 
ter the Nuptials, the Bridegroom was obliged to go 
into a foreign Country to take Care of a conſiderable 
Fortune which was left him by a Relation, and came 
very opportunely to improve their moderate Circum- 
ſtances. They received the Congratulations of all 
the Country on this Occaſion ; and I remember it was 
a common Sentence in every one's Mcuth, Yeu ſee 
bow faithful Lede is rewarded. 

He took this agreeable Voyage, and ſent Home e- 
very Peſt freſh Accounts of his Succeſs in his Affairs 
abroad ; but at laſt (though he deſigned to return 
with the next Ship) he lamented in his Letters, that 
Puſineſs would detain him ſome Time longer from 
Home, becauſe he would give himſelf the Pleaſure of 
an unexpected Arrival. 

The young Lady, after the Heat of the Day, walked 
every Evening on the Sea Shore, near which the lived 
with a familiar Friend, her Huſband's Kinſwoman, 
and diverted herſelf with what Objects they met with 
there, or upon Diſcourſe of the future Methods of 
Life, in the happy Change of their Circumſtances. 
They ſtood one Evening on the Shore toggher in a 
perfect Tranquility, obſcrving the ſetting of the Sun, 
the calm Face of the Deep, and the filent heaving of 
the Waves, which gently rolled towards them, and 
broke at their Feet; when, at a Diſtance, her K inſwo— 

man 
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man ſaw ſomething float on the Water, which ſhe 
fancied was a Cheſt; and with a Smile told her, ſhe 
ſaw it firſt, and if it came aſhore full of Jewels, ſhe Wit 
had a Right to it. They both fixed their Eyes upon 75 


it, and entertained themſelves with the Subject of the Pg 
Wreck, the Couſin ſtil] aſſerting her Right; but pro- but t. 
miſing, if it was a Prize, to give her a very rich Coral 1 


for her Child, of which ſhe was then big, provided ſhe 
might be Godmother. Their Mirth ſoon abated, Coral 
when they obſerved, upon the nearer Approach, that ſed b 
it was a human Body. The young Lady, who had a iy 
Heart naturally filled with Pity and Compaſſion, made 5 
many melancholy Reflections on the Occation. Who 15 
knows (ſaid ſhe) but this Man may be the only Hope 
and Heir of a wealthy Houſe, the Darling of indul- Kind- 
gent Parents, who are now in impertinent Mirth, had e 
and pleaſing themſelves with the Thoughts of offering 
him a Bride they have. got ready for him ? Or, may 
he not be the Matter of a Family, that wholly depend- had a 
ed on his Life? There may, for ought we know, be WF ©. 
half a Dozen fatherleſs Children, and a tender Wike, Werz 
now expoſed to Poverty by his Death. What Ple- with t 
ſure might he have promiſed himſelf in the different his M 
Welcomes he was to have from her and them? But moſt 

let us go away, it is a dreadful Sight! The beſt Of. WW... 
fice we can do is to take Care that the poor Man, who- lowine 
.ever he is, may be decently buried. She turned away, a 
when a Wave threw the Carcaſe on the Shore. The 
Kinſwoman immediately ſhrieked out, Oh, my Cou- 
ſin ! and fell upon the Ground. The unhappy Wit 
went to help her Friend, when ſhe ſaw her own Huſ— 
band at her Feet, and dropt into a Swoon upon the 
Body. An old Woman, who had been the Gentle 
man's Nurſe, came out about this Time to call the 
Ladies in to Supper, and found her Child (as ſhe al- 
ways called him) dead on the Shore, her Miſtreß 
and Kinſwoman both lying dead by kim. Her loud 


Lamentations, and calling her young Maſter to * 
000 
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ſoon awakened the Friend from her Trance; but the 
Wife was gone for ever. 

When the Family and Neighbourhood got toge- 
ther round the Bodies, no one aſked any Queſtions, 
but the Objects before them told the Story. 

Incidents of this Nature are the more moving, 
when they are drawn by Perſons concerned in the 
Cataſtrophe, notwithſtanding they are often oppreſ- 
ſed beyond the Fower of giving them in a diſtinct 
Light, except we gather their Sorrow from their In- 
ability to ſpeak it. | 

I have two original Letters, written both on the 
ſame Day, which ſeem to me exquiſite in their different 
Kinds, The Occaſion was this: A Gentleman who 
had courted a moſt agreeable young Woman, and 
won her Heart, obtained alſo the Conſent of her Fa- 
ther, to whom ſhe was an only Child. The old Man 
had a Fancy that they ſhould be married in the fame 
Church where he himſelf was, in a Village in J/e/t- 
moreland, and made them ſet out while he was laid up 
with the Gout at London. The Bridegroom took on! 
bis Man, and the Bride her Maid: They had the 
moſt agreeable Journey imaginable to the Place of 


. Marriage; from whence the Bridegroom writ the fol- 
. lowing Letter to his Wife's Father. 

he March 18, 1672. 
u- 0-2; | 

ie After a very pleaſant Journey hither, we are pre- 
uf paring for the happy Hour in which I am to be your 
he on. I aſſure you the Bride carries it in the Eye of 
rs theVicar, who married you, much beyond her Mother ; 


though he ſays, your open Sleeves, Pantaloons, and 
dhoulder-Knots, made a much better Shew than the 
finical Dreſs I am in. However, I am contented to be 


" be ſecond fine Man this Village ever ſaw, and ſhall 
A Make it very merry before Night, becauſe I ſhall write 


myſelf from thence, 
Your moſt dutiful Son, # HY Þ Bo 
\ „The 


— - 


— 


den. The Bridegroom's Man knew his Maſter would 


* 


108 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR, 


The Bride gives her Duty, and is as handſome x; ML 
an Angel I am the happieſt Man breathing.“ pon | 


The Villagers were aſſembled about the Church, ep t. 
and the happy Couple took a Walk in a private Ga. 


leave the Place on a ſudden after the Wedding, and 
ſeeing him draw his Piſtols the Night before, to pos 
this Opportunity to go into the Chamber and charze 
them. Upon their Return from the Garden, they 
went into the Room; and after a little fond Railey 
on the Subject of their Courtſhip, the Lover took up 
a Piſtol, which he knew he had unloaded the Night 
before, and preſenting it to her, ſaid with the moſt 
graceful Air, whilſt the looked pleaſed with his agree. 
able Flattery, Now, Madam, repent of all thoſe Cruel. 


ties you have been guilty of to me ; conſider, before you — "or 
die, how often you have made a poor Wretch freeze ny ; 


under your Caſement; you ſhall die, you Tyrant! you x 
ſhall die, with all thoſe Inſtruments of Death and he. + 


ſtruction about you, with that inchanting Smile, thoſe _ 
killing Ringlets of your Hair !|—Give Fire, ſaid ſhe, * 
laughing. He did ſo, and ſhot her dead. Who cn ure IL 
fpeak his Condition ; but he bore it ſo patiently as to 3 
call up his Man. 'I he poor Wretch entered, and hu n this E 
Maſter locked the Door upon him. Will, ſaid he, dd It is 


you charge theſe Piſtols ? He anſwered, Yes. Up BW... Q 
which he ſhot him dead with that remaining. Afte! WW... 
this, amidſt a thouſand broken Sobs, piercing Groans, ere 


and diſtracted Motions, he writ the following Letta pther E: 


to the Father of his dead Miſtreſs. ffenſive 
| em. 
8 1 R, Mont 


« I, who two Hours ago told you truly I was de Nature; 
happieſt Man alive, am now the moſt miſerable, Youl As © 
Daughter lies dead at my Feet, killed by my c, 1c. 
Hands, through a Miſtake of my Man's charging other | 
Piſtols unknown to me. Him I have murdered for I jo: 
Such is my Wedding Day.—1 will immediately follos 0D 


my 


8 
3 


i * 
* 4 
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ny Wife to her Grave: But before I throw myſelf 
pon my Sword, I command my Diſtraction ſo far as 
o explain my Story to you. I tear my Heart will not 
eep together till I have ſtabbed it. Poor good Man! 
Remember, he that killed your Daughter, died for 
t: In the Article of Death, I give you my Thanks, 
ad pray for you, though I do not for myſelf. —Lt it 
de poſſible, do not curſe me.“ 


On CRUELTY fo ANIMALS. 


Take not away the I ife you cannot give, 
For all Things have an equal Right to live, , 


CANNOT think it extravagant to imagine, that 
Mankind are no leſs, in Proportion, accountable 
or the ill Uſe of their Dominion over Creatures of the 
ower Rank of Beings, than for the Exerciſe of Ly- 
anny over their own Species. The more entirely the 
aferior Creation is ſubmitted to our Power, the more 
nſwerable we ſhould ſeem for our Miſmanagement 
ff it; and the rather, as the very Condition of Na- 
ure render theſe Creatures incapable of receiving any 
Kecompence in another Life for their ill Treatment 
n this, | * 
It is obſervable of thoſe noxious Animals, which 
ave Qualities more powerful to injure us, that they 
laturally avoid Mankind, and never hurt us, unleſs 
provoked or neceſſitated by Hunger. Man, on the 
ther Hand, ſeeks out and purſues even the moſt in- 
enſive Animals, on Purpoſe to perſecute and deſtroy 
em, | 
he Mintaigne thinks it ſome Reflection upon human 
ature itſelf, that few People take Delight in ſeeing 


ut | 
2 eaſts careſs to play together, but almoſt every one 
* $ pleaſed to ſee them lacerate and worry one a- 
„ echer. I am ſorry this Temper has become almoſt 


or . diſtinguiſhed Character of their own Nation, from 
K the 
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the Obſervation which is made by Foreigners of oy bree . 

beloved Paſtimes, Bear-baiting, Cock- fighting, and the aint 

like. We ſhould find it hard to vindicate the deſtrgy 11 
4 


ing any thing that has Life, merely out of Wantol. 
nefs ; yet in this Principle our Children are bred uy, 
and one of the firſt Pleaſures we allow them, is th 


| 1que 
ance, 


Licence of inflicting Pain upon poor Animals: Alma bell 
as ſoon as we are ſenſible what Life- is ourſelves, x al 
make it our Sport to take it from other Creatures, | 3 
cannot but believe a very good Uſe might be made d * 5 


the Fancy which Children have for Birds and Inſech 
Mr Locke takes Notice of a Mother who permittel 
them to her Children, but rewarded or puniſhed then 
as they treated them well or ill. This was no oth 
than entering them betimes into a daily Exerciſe d 


ould 
o litth 
df To 


eſerve 


Humanity, and improving their very Diverſion to: — 
Virtue. : 

I fancy, too, ſome Advantage might be taken of th & cath 
common Notion, that it is ominous or unlucky to de. mg 
ſtroy ſome Sorts of Birds, as Swallows or Martins; thi 3 
Opinion might poſſibly ariſe from the Confidence thel: i 121 
Birds ſeem to put in us by building under our Roofs * | 
ſo that it is a Kind of Violation of the Laws of Holp- ih. 
tality to murder them. As for Rebin red Brea, Wi | 
in particular, it is not improbable they owe their de . 
curity, to the old Ballad of the Chilaren iu 792 Nui 1 . 
However it be, I do not know, I ſay, why this Pr. ed f. 
Judice well improved and carried as far as it would 0 vo 
might not be made to conduce to the Preſervation of hes 
many innocent Creatures, which are now expoſed t0 ag, w. 
all the Wantonneſs of an ignorant Barbarity, be Th, 

There are other Animals that have the Misfortung, reatur; 


for no Manner of Reafon, to be treated as commol 
Enemies, wherever found. The Conceit that 200 — 
has nine Lives, has coſt at leaſt nine Lives in ten , Les 
the whole Race of them: Scarce a Boy in the Stret | 
but hos in this Point out-done Hercules himſelf, wht 
was famaus for killing a onder that bad 4 

| br 


But i 
ore fo, 
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bee Lives. Whether the unaccountable Animoſity 
eainſt this uſeful Domeſtic may be any Cauſe of the 
eneral Perſecution of Owls, (who are a Sort of 
ethered Cats) or whether it be only an unreafonable 
Pique the Moderns have taken to a ſerious Counte- 
ance, I ſhall not determine; though I am inclined 
o believe the former; ſince I obſerve the whole Rea- 
on alledged for the Deſtruction of Fregs, is becauſe 
hey are like Toad: Yet amidit all the Misfortunes 
if theſe unfriendly Creatures, it is ſome Happineſs 
hat we have not yet taken a Fancy to eat them: For 
ould our Countrymen rehne upon the French never 
o little, it is not to be conceived to what unheard 
f Torments Owls, Cats, and Frogs may be yet 
eſerved, | 

When we grow up to Man, we have another Suc- 
fon of ſanguinary Spirts; in particular Hunting. 
dare not attack a Diverſion which has ſuch Autho- 
ty and Cuſtom to ſupport it, but muſt have Leave 
> be of Opinion, that the Agitations of that Exer- 
iſe, with the Example and Number of the Chaſers, 
ot a little contribute to reſiſt thoſe Checks, which 


M npaffon would naturally aßen in Behalf of the 
* nimal purſued. Nor. ſhall I fay with Monſieur 
5. leury, that this Sport is a Remain of the Gathic Bar- 


grity ; but I muſt animadvert upon a certain Cuſtom 


* etin Uſe with us, and barbarous enough to be de- 
* jed from the Goths or even the Scythians; I mean 
* e ſavage Compliments our Huntſmen paſs upon the 


re adies of Quality, who are preſent at the Death of a 
tag, when they put the Knite into their Hand to cut 


de Throat of a helpleſs, trembling, and weeping 
reature, : 


1 Dat lies beneath the Knife, 
en of Locks up, and from her Butcher begs her Life. 


But if our Sports are deſtructive, our Gluttony is 
ore ſo, and in a more inhuman Manner. Lob/ters 
K 2 roa/led 
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reafted alive, Pigs whift to Death, Fowls ſewed up, in 
Teſtimonies of our outrageous Luxury. T hoſe why 
(as Seneca expreſſes it) divide their Lives betwixt a 
anxious Conſcience and a nauſeated Stomach, hays 
a juſt Reward of their Gluttony in the Diſcal 
it brings with it: For human Savages, like othe 


wild Beaſts, find Snares and Poiſons in the Proviſion 
of Life, and are allured by their Appetites to thei 
Deſtruction. I know nothing more ſhocking or hor. 
rid than the Proſpect of one of their Kitchens coveret 
with Blood, and filled with the Cries of Creature 
expiring in Tortures. It gives one an Image of ti 
Giant's Den in a Romance, beſtrewed with the ſca. 
tered Head and mangled Limbs of thoſe who wer 
ſlain by his Cruelty. 

The excellent Plutarch, (who has more Stokes df 
Good-nature in his Writings than I remember in ay 
Author) cites a Saying of Cats to this Effect, That 
it is no ealy Taſk to preach to the Belly, which ha 
no Ears. Yet (if ſays he) we are aſhamed to be f 
out of Faſhion, as not to offend, let us at leaſt cl. 
fend with ſome Diſcretion and Meaſure. If we kill 
an Animal for our Proviſion, let us do it with ti: 
Meltings of Compaſhon, and. without tormenting 
it. Let us conſider, that it is in its own Nature Cru 
elty to put a living Creature to Death; we at let 
Aer a Soul that has Se nie and Perception.“ Int 
Life of Cato the Cenſor, he takes Occaſion fron 
the ſevere Diſpoſition in Man, to diſcourſe in thi 
Manner, It ought to be eſteemed a Happinels to 
Mankind, that our Humanity has a wider Sphere t 
exert itſelf in, than bare Juſtice. It is no more that 
the Obligation of our very Birth to practiſe Equi 
to our Kind; but Humanity may be extended tnroug! 


the whole Order of Creatures, even to the meat 
eſt: Such Actions of Charity are the Overflowing 
of a mild Good- nature on all below us. It is ce 
tainly the Part of a well- natured Man to take Can 


of his Horſes and Dogs, and only in Eure 
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their Labour, while they are Foals and Whelps, but 
even when their old Age has made them incapable ot 
Service.” 

Hiſtory tells us of a wiſe and polite Nation that re- 
jected a Perſon of the firſt Quality, who ſtood for a 
juſticiary Office, only becauſe he had been obſerved in 
his Youth to take Pleaſure in tearing and murdering 
Birds. And of another that expelled a Man out ot 
| the Senate, for daſhing a Bird againſt the Ground 
which had taken Shelter in his Boſom. 

Every one knows how remarkable the Turks are 
for their Humanity of this Kind: I remember an 
Arabian Author, who had written a Treatiſe to ſhew, 
how far a Man, ſuppoſed to have ſubſiſted in a deſart 
Iſland, without any Inſtruction, or ſo much as the 


sight of any other Man, may by the pure Light of 
an WE Nature, attain the Knowledge of Philoſophy and Vir- 
hat Wtue., One of the firſt Things he makes him obſerve 
bu His, that univerſal Benevolence of Nature in the Pro- 
e ection and Preſervation of its Creatures. In Imita- 


tion of which, the firſt Act of Virtue he thinks this 
ſelf-taught Philoſopher would of Courſe fall into, is to 


the iMrelieve and aſſiſt all the Animals about him in their 
ting Wants and Diſtreſſes. | 

ro- In Dryden's Quid are {ome very tender and pathetic 
* Lines applicable to this Occaſion: 

1 the 


fn The Sheep was ſacrificed on no Pretence, 
But meek and unreſiſting Innocence. 
s 08 A patient—uſeful Creature, born to bear 


s 


re 088 The warm and woolly Fleece, that cloath'd her 


tha Murderer; | 

quiz And daily to give down the Milk ſhe bred, 

00088 A Tribute for the Graſs on which ſhe fed. 

new Living, both Food and Raiment ſhe ſupplies, 
wiv And is of leaſt Advantage when the dies. 

cel How did the toiling Ox his Death deſerve ? - 
Ci A downright fimple Drudge, and born to ſerve, 
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O Tyrant, with what Juſtice can'ſt thou hope trib 
The Promiſe of the Year, a plenteous Crop; ſing 
When thou deſtroy'd thy labouring Steer, who till Nig 
And plough'd with Pain, thy elſe ungrateful Field mor 
From his yet reeking Neck to draw the Toke, me 
That Neck with which the ſurly Clods he broke; ſuc 
Aud to the Hatchet yield thy Huſbandman, able 
Who finiſh'd Autumn, ang the Spring began, Stuc 
HL #4 1 824-: 54. 4 * | whi 
r - s 
What more >e can Mortals make in Sin ſel 
So near Perfection, who with Blood begin? ww 
Deaf to the Calf, that lies beneath the Knife, rich 
Looks up and from her Butcher begs her Life, he 
Deaf to the harmleſs Kid, that e'er he dies, 115 
All Methods to procure thy Mercy tries, Ie 
Sen erat ; A maz 
And imitates in vain the Children's Crics. "Wi 
a 8 OO 
Perhaps that Voice or Cry fo neatly reſembling th: ſure 
human, with which Providence has endued fo many A 
different Animals, might purpoſely be given them t dere 
move our Pity, and prevent thofe Cruelties we ate to dati 
apt to inflict on our Fellow Creatures. . 
1 Re no 
c J . | aw 
The Vinnon of JULsTICE — 
At Dead of Night imperial Reaſon fleepsy Fork, 
And Fancy wwith ber Train looſe Vigils keeps. Dye, Wil, 
F WAS laſt Week taking a ſolitary Walk in the Gu. loo: 
den of Lincoln's Inn, (a Favour that is indulg2W Part 
me by ſeveral of the Benchers who are my ut M 
timate Friends, and grown old with me in thi with 
Neighbourhood) when, according to the Nature Bi taine 
Men in Years, who have made but little Progiels it ing 
the Advancement of their Fortunes or their Fame,! Whic 
was repining on the ſudden Riſe of many Peron on a 
who ate my Juniors, and indeed at the uncqual D Ligh 


tributio 
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tribution of Wealth, Honour, and all other Bleſ- 
ſings of Life. I was loſt in this Thought, when the 
Night came upon me, and drew my Mind into a far 
more agreeable Contemplation. The Heaven above 
me appeared in all.its Glories, and preſented me with 
ſuch a Hemiſphere of Stars, as made the moſt agree- 
able Proſpect imaginable to one who delights in the 
Study of Nature. It happened to be a freezing Night, 
which had purified the whole Body of Air into 
ſuch a bright tranſparent Aither, as made every Con- 
ſtellation vifible z and at the ſame Time gave ſuch a 
particular glowing to the Stars, chat I thought it the 
richeſt Sky I had ever ſeea. I could not but behold 
a Scene ſo wonderfully adorned and lifted up, (if I 
may be allowed that Expreſſion) without ſuitable 
Meditations on the Author of ſuch illuſtrious and a- 
mazing Objects. For on theſe Occaſions, Philoſophy 
ſuggeſts Motives to Religion, and Religion adds Plea- 
ſure to Philoſophy. 


As ſoon as I had recovered my uſual "Temper and 


Serenity of Soul, I retired to my Lodgings, with the 
Satisfaction of having paſſed away a few Hours in the 
proper Employment of a reaſonable Creature; and 
promiſing myſelf that my Slumbers would be ſweet, I 
no ſooner fell into them but I dreamed a Dream, or 
ſaw a Viſion, (for I know not which to call it) that 
ſeemed to riſe out of my Evening Meditation, and had 
ſomething in it ſo ſolemn and ſerious, that I cannot 
forbear communicating it; though I muſt confeſs the 
Wildneſs of Imagination (which in a Dreamis, always 
looſe and irregular) diſcovers itſelf too much in ſeveral 

Parts of it. | 
Methought I ſaw the ſame 2zure Sky diverſified 
with the ſame glorious Luminaries which had enter- 
tained me a little before I fell a-ſleep. , I was look- 
ing very attentively on that Sign in the Heavens 
which is called by the Name of the Balance, when 
on a Sudden there appeared in it an extraordinary 
Light, as if the Sun ſhould riſe in Midnight. By 
Ks 
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its increaſing in Breadth and Luſtre, I ſoon found 
that it approached towards the Earth; and at Length 
could diſcern ſomething like a Shadow hovering in 
the Midſt of a great Glory, which in a little Time 
after I diſtinctly perceived to be the Figure of a Wo⸗ 
man. I fancied at firſt it might have been the An. 
gel, or Intelligence that guided the Conſtellation 
from which it deſcended; but upon a nearer View, 
I ſaw about her all the Emblems with which the 
Goddeſs of Juſtice is uſually deſcribed. Her Coun. 
tenance was unſpeakably awful and majeſtic, but ex- 
quiſitely beautiful to thoſe whoſe Eyes were ſtrong 
enough to behold it; her Smiles tranſported with 
Rapture, her Frowas terrified to Deſpair. She held 
in her Hand a Mirror, endowed with the ſame Quz- 
lities as that which the Painters put into the Hand of 
'T ruth. - | 

There ſtreamed from it a Light, which diſtinguiſh- 
ed itſelf from all the Splendour that ſurrounded her, 
more than a Flaſh of Lightning ſhines in the Midſt 
of Day-light. As ſhe moved it in her Hand, it bright- 
ened the Heavens, the Air, or the Earth. When ſhe 
had deſcended ſo low as to be ſeen and heard by Mor- 
tals, to make the Pomp of her Appearance more ſup- 
portable, ſhe threw Darkneſs and Clouds about her, 
that tempered the Light into a Thouſand beautiful 
Shades and Colours, and multiplied that Luſtre, which 
before was too ſtrong and dazzling, into a Variety of 
milder Glories, 

In the mean Time the World was in an Alarm, 
and all the Inhabitants of it gathered together upon 
a ſpacious Plain; ſo that I ſeemed to have the whole 
Species before my Eyes. A Voice was heard from 
the Clouds, declaring the Intention of this Viſit, 
which was to reſtore and appropriate to every one 
living what was his Due. The Fear and Hope, Joy 
and Sorrow, which appeared in that great Aſſemb 
after this ſolemn Declaration, are not to be exprel- 


ſed, The firſt Edict was then pronounced, New 
| ities 
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Titles and Claims to Riches and Eſtates, or to any Part 
of them, ſhould be immediately wefled in the rightful 
| Gooey Upon this, the Inhabitants of the Earth 
held up the Inſtruments of their Tenures, whether 
in Parchment, Paper, Wax, or any other Form of 
Conveyance ; and as the Goddeſs moved the Mirror 
of Truth, which ſhe held in her Hand, ſo that the 
Light which flowed from it fell upon the Multitude, 
they examined the ſeveral Inſtruments by the Beams 
of it: The Rays of the Mirror had a particular 
Quality of ſetting Fire to all Forgery and Falſhood. 
The Blaze of Papers, the Melting of Seals, and 
the Crackling of Parchments, made a very odd 
Scene. 'The Fire very often ran through two or three 
Lines only, and then ſtopped. Though I could 
not but obſerve, the Flames chiefly broke out among 
the Interlineations, and Codicils; the Light of the 
Mirror, as it was turned up and down, pierced into 
all the dark Corners and Receſſes of the Univerſe, 
and by that Means detected many Writings and 
Records, which had been hidden or buried by Time, 
Chance, or Deſign, This occaſioned a wonderful 
Revolution among the People. At the firſt Time, 
the Spoils of Extortion, Fraud, Robbery, with all 
the Fruits of Bribery and Corruption, were thrown 
together into a prodigious. Pile, that almoſt reached 
to the Clouds, and was called the Mount of Reſlitution; 
to which all injured Perſons were invited, to receive 
what belonged to them. | 
One might ſee Crouds of People in tattered Gar- 
ments come up, and change Cloaths with others that 
wered dreſſed with Lace and Embroidery. Several 
who were Plumbs, or very near it, became Men of 
moderate Fortunes; and many others, who were 
overgrown in Wealth and Poſſeſſions, had no more 
left than what they uſually ſpent. What moved my 
Concern moſt, was to ſee a certain Street of the great- 


eſt Credit in Europe, from one End to the other be- 
come Bankrupt. 
The 
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The next Command was, for the whole Body of 
Mankind to ſeparate themſelves into their proper 
Families: Which was no ſooner done, but an Edid 
was iſſued out, requiring all Children to repair 5 
their true and natural Fathers, This put a great 
Part of the Aſſembly in Motion; for as the Mirro 
was moved over them, it inſpired every one with ſuch 
a natural Inſt inct, as directed them to their real Pa- 
rents, It was a very melancholy Spectacle to ſee the 
Fathers of very large Families become childleſs, and 


exer 
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Bachelors undone by a Charge of Sons and Daugh- wart 
ters. You might ſee a preſumptuous Heir of a great il © 
Ettate aſk Bleſſings of his Coachman ; and a celebrated 8 
Toaſt paying her Duty to a Valet de Chambre. 2 8 


Many, under Vows of Celibacy, appeared ſurrounded Wi »- 
with a numerous Iſſue. This Change of Parentage wer 
would have cauſed great Lamentation, but that the Ja 
Calamity was pretty common; and that generally Ph 
thoſe who loſt their Children had the Satisfaction of 
feeing them put into the Hands of their dearelt WF Sens 
Friends, Men were no ſooner. ſettled in their Right bin 4 
to their Poſſeſſions and their Progeny, but there was, 
third Order proclaimed, that all the Pofls of Dignity In tn 
and Honour in the Univerſe ſhould be conferred on Perſon Wit 
7 the greate/t Merit, Abilities, and Perfettions. Ihe in 
andſome, the Strong, and the Wealthy, immedi» 'S 
ately preſſed forward; but not being able to bear the 


Splendor of the Mirror, which played upon their Faces, ua 
they immediately fell back among the Crowd: But a WF, ver 


the Gaddeſs tried the Multitude by her Glaſs, as the 
Eagle does its young ones by the Luſtre of the Sun, it I mand 
was remarkable, that every one turned away his but: 
Face from it, who had not diſtinguiſhed himſelf either 
by Virtue, Knowledge, or Capacity in Buſineſs, either 
military or civil, This ſelect Aſſembly was drawn up Br... 
in the Center of a prudigious Multitude, which was Ty 
diffuſed on all Sides, and ſtood obſerving them, 4 Wec 
idle People uſed to gather about a Regiment that were The 


exer- th em 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR, 119 


exerciſing their Arms. They were drawn up in 
three Bodies: In the firſt were the Men of Virtue; 
in the ſecond, the Men of Knowledge; and in the 
third, the Men of Buſineſs. Jt was impoſſible to look 
at the firſk Column without a ſecret Veneration, 
their Aſpects were ſo ſweetened with Humanity, 
raiſed with Contemplation, emboldened with Reſo- 
lution, and adorned with the moſt agreeable Airs, 
which are thoſe that. proceed from ſecret Habits of 
Virtue. I could not but take Notice, that there 
were many Faces among them which were unknown, 
not only to the Multitude, but even to ſeveral of their 
own Body. 

ln the ſecdnd Column, conſiſting of the Men of 
Knowledge, there had been great Diſputes before 
they fell into the Ranks, which they did not do at 
laſt, without the poſitive Command of the Goddeſs 
who preſided over the Aſſembly. She had ſo erdered 
it, that Men of the greateſt Genius and ſtrongeſt 
Senſe were placed at the Head of the Column : Be- 
hind theſe were ſuch as had formed their Minds 
very much on the Thoughts and Writing of others. 
In the Rear of the Column were Men who had more 
Wit than Senſe, or more Learning than Underſtand- 
ing. All living Authors of any Value were ranged 
in one of theſe Claſſes; but I muſt confeſs I was 
very much ſurpriſed to ſee a great Body of Editors, 
Critics, Commentators, and Grammarians, meet with 
ſo very ill a Reception. They had formed themſelves 
into a Body, and with a great deal of Arrogance de- 
manded the firſt Station in the Column of Knowledge ; 
but the Goddeſs, inſtead of complying with the Re- 
queſt, clapped them all into Liveries, and bid them 
know themſelves for no other but' the Lackies of the 
Learned. 

The third Column were Men of Buſineſs, and 
conſiſted of Perſons of military and civil Capacities. 
The former marched out from the reſt, and placed 
themſelves in the Front; at which the other Mong 

their 
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their Heads at them, but did not think fit to diſpute 
the Poſt with them. I could not but make ſeyeri 
Obſervations upon this laſt Column of People ; but 
I have certain private Reaſons why I do not think 
fit to communicate them to the Public. In order 
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els, Ci 
to fill up all the Poſts of Honour, Dignity, and Profit, Mal. 
there was a Draught made out of each Column of ces, 
Men, who were Maſters of all the three Qualifications Wh: Ge 
in ſome Degree, and were preferred to Stations of Mines, 
the firſt Rank. The ſecond Draught was made out ent 
of ſuch as were poſſeſſed of any two of the Qual. Wkn{ible 
fications, who were diſpoſed of in Stations of a fe. MWiinkin 
cond Dignity. Thoſe who were left, and were Naos 
endowed only with one of them, had their ſuitable Whnume 
Poſts. When this was over, there remained many Mes int 
Places of Truſt and Profit unfilled, for which there Md p! 
were. freſli Draughts. made out of the ſurrounding iſh: We: 
Multitude, who had any Appearance of thoſe Excel- Par 
lencies, . or. were recommended by thoſe who poſleiled Wit thei 
them in Reality. erning 
All were ſurpriſed to ſee ſo many new Faces in the iy; 
moſt eminent Dignities; and for my own Part, I ws Whemle 
very well pleaſed to ſee all my Friends either kept their hey v 
preſent Potts, or were advanced to higher. here 
Having filled my Paper with thoſe Particulars of my , cr1 
Viſion which concern the Male Part of Mankind, It fing. 
muſt reſerve for another Occaſion the Sequel of ih bing 
which relates to the Fair Sex. eliſtad 
| +0 wate t 
| lels, t 
A Continuation of the VISION. hat ey 
| ore o 
Dreams are but Interludes æobich Fancy makes, Thi: 
When Monarch Reaſon fleeps, —this Mimic avakes; hole 
Compounds a Medley of disjointed Things, | pppearr 
A Court of Cobleri—and a Mob of Rings. DRYDEN, * 
| HE Male World were diſmiſſed by the Goddels We fal. 
| of Juſtice, and diſappeared, when on a Sud: IR St 
den the whole Plain was covered with Women. d hot 1 


charm- 
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e WWh:icming a multitude filled mv heart with unſpeak- 
le Pleaſure ; and as tte celeſtial Light of the Mir- 


x ſhone? upon their Faces, ſeveral of them ſeemed 
ather Perfons that deſcended in the Train of the Ged- 
ls, than ſuch as were brought before her to their 
Trial. The Clack of Tongues, and Confuſion of 
oices, in this new Aſſembly, were ſo very great, that 
he Goddeſs was obliged to command Silence ſeveral 
Times, and with ſome Severity, before ſhe could 
ke them attentive to her Edicts. They were all 
nfible, that the molt important Affair among Wo- 
unkind was then to be ſettled, which every one 
nows to be the Point of Place. This had raifed 
nnumerable Diſputes among them, and put the whole 


en into a PTumult. Every one produced her Claim, 
re ad pleaded her Pretenſions. Birth, Beauty, Wit, 
ns Br Wealth, were Words that rang in my Ears from 
e- Parts of the Plain. Some boaſted of the Merit 


their Huſbands ; others of their own Power in go- 
crning them. Some pleaded their unſpotted V irgi- 
ty; others their numerous Iſſue. Some valued 
hemlelves as they were the Mothers, and others as 
hey were the Daughters of confiderable Perſons, 
here was not a ſingle Accompliſhment unmention- 
my Ws, or unpractiſed. The whole Congregation was full 
„ WW fingine, dancing, toſſing, ogling, ſpeaking, ſmiling, 
h ebing, fanning, frowning, and all thoſe other ir- 
citable Arts which Women put in Practice to cap- 
ite the Hearts of reaſonable Creatures. The God- 
leſs, to end the Diſpute, cauſed it to be proclaimed, 
hat every one ſhould take Place according as ſhe was 
ore or leſs beautiful. 

This Declaration gave great Satisfaction to the 
mole Aſſembly, which immediately bridled up, and 
. peaed in all its Beauties. Such as believed them- 
dels lyes graceful in their Motions. found an Occaſion 
f falling beck, advancing ſorward, or making a 

ud ſs 8 4 . | 5 3 
„Step, that they might ſhew their Perſons in the 
* ot becoming Air. Such as had fine Necks and 
I. | Boſoms, 
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Boſoms, were wonderfully curious to look over g 


Heads of the Multitude, and obſerve the moſt diſtu 
Parts of the Aſſembly. Several clapped their By 
on their Foreheads, as helping their Sight to lockte 
on the Glories that ſurrounded the Goddeſs, but 
Reality to ſhew fine Hands and Arms, The Lad 
were yet better pleaſed, when they heard, that in t 
Deciſion of this great Controverly, each of nd i, 
ſhould be her own Judge, and take her Place acc was r 
ing to her own Opinion of herſelf, when ſhe conſul. 11; 
her Looking-glaſs. bo mh 
The Goddeſs then let down the Mirror of Truth ret 

a Golden Chain, which appeared larger in Propota fal 
as it deſcended and approached nearer to the He fing 
the Beholders. It was the particular Property of HH 1 
Looking-glaſs to baniſh all falſe Appearances, e M. 
ſhew People what they really are. The whole Won er St. 
was repreſented, without Regard to the uſual extradited 
Features, which were made entirely conformable viii: mb! 
their real Characters. In ſhort, the moſt accompliſuu I wa 
(taking the whole Circle of Female Perſections) /] eine 
the moſt beautiful; and the moſt defective, the od 2 
deformed. The Goddeſs ſo varied the Motion of H iewev 
Glaſs, and placed it in ſo many different Lights, uo ir 
each had an Opportunity of ſeeing herſelf in it, hough 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Rage, the Plealur hit M 
or Aſtoniſhment, that appeared in each Face up it W 
its Repreſentation in the Mirror; Multitudes ſtati had © 
at their own Form, and would have broken er Fac 
Glaſs if they could have reached it. Many ſaw toi) ſhe 
blooming Feztures wither as they looked upon then ircum 
and their Self-admiration turned into a Loathing uelating 
Abhorrence. Ihe Lady, who was thought ſo agte- er, t. 
able in her Anger, and was ſo often celebrated for 1h: Po 
Woman of Fire and Spirit, was frighted at her ow]Wrried 
Image, and fancied ſhe ſaw a Fury in the Glas hat al) 
The intereſted Miſtreſs beheld a Harpy, and the ſubte bud 
Jilt a Sphynx. I was very much troubled in my ow iheir 8. 
| Heart, This 
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att, to ſee ſuch a Deſtruction of fine Faces: but 
tthe ſame Time had the Pleaſure of ſeeing ſeveral 
nproved, which I had before looked upon as the 
reate!t Maſter piece of Nature. I obſerved, that 
bme few were ſo humble as to be ſurpriſed at their 
wn Charms; and that many a one, who had lived 
a the Retirement ani Severity of a Veſtal, ſhincd 
th in all the Graces and Attractions of a Syren. 
was raviſhed at the Sight of a particular Image in 
be Mirror, which I thought the moſt beautiful Ob- 
ct that my Eyes ever behzId. 'T here was ſomething 


th aW.o7e thin human in her Countenance: Her Eyes were 
ah full of Light, that they ſeemed to beautify every 
es bing they looked upon. Her Face was fo enlivened 
ti n ſuch a florid Bloom, as did not fo properly ſeem 


he Mark of Health, as of Immortality. Her Shape, 


mu er Stature, and her Mein, were fuch as diſtin— 
aß uiſhed he: even there, where the whole Fair-Sex were 
c nembled. 

bel 


vine an Image, whom I found to be the Perſon that 
ood at my Right hand, and in the ſame Point of 
tee with myſelf. This was a little old Woman, 
tao in her Prime had been about five Feet high, 

nough at preſent ſhrunk to above three Quarters of 
unt Meaſure : Her natural Aſpect was puckered up 
yp th Wrinkles, and her Head covered with grey Hairs. 
te had obſerved all along an innocent Chearfulneſs in 


NY . 8 . . 
ur Face, which was now heightened into Rapture, 


dei ſhe beheld herſelf in the Glaſs. It was an odd 
en BW ircumſtance in my Dream, (but I cannot forbear 
ano Welating it) [ conceived fo great an Inclination towards 
rer her, that I had Thoughts of diſcourſing her upon 
for he Point of Marriage, when on a Sudden ſhe was 
ug rried from me; for the Word was now given, 
lat, hat all who were pleaſed with their own Iinages, 
bile W0v14 ſeparate, and place themſclves at the Head of 
ov Wheir Sex. 
ear i This Detachment was afterwards divided into three 
1 Bodies, 


| was impatient to ſee the Lady repreſented by ſo 


: 
.H 


— 
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B. 0 . 5 . . . 
Co, IEG of Maids, Wives, and Widow, 
Wives being placed in the Middle, with the Mag 
on the Right, and the Widows on the Leit; thou 
it was with Dithculty that theſe two laſt Bodies Ru 


\OUnCce 
guld 


heir L 


hindered from falling into the Centre. This Sep very. | 
tion of thoſe who liked their Real-felves, not havin onduë 
lellened the Number of the Main body ſo con!iderah] umb, 

as it might have been wiſhed, the Goddeſs, after * 
drawn up her Mirror, thought fit to make new 05 ome f 
ſtinctious among thoſe who did not like the Fiewd 11s ne 
which they ſaw in it. She made ſeveral who!elon: audit 
Ldicts, which are flipt out of my Mind ; but then ot the 
wcre two which dwelt upon me, as being very ow G 
oruinary in their Kind, and executed with great il ©; 
VETiLY. Their Deſign was, to make an Exampled ude of 
two Extremes in the Female World; of thele wh was f 
were very ſevere on the Conduct of others, and of thok zreed | 
who were very regardleſs of their own. T's hilt Sen. 1 
fence therefore the Goddeſs pronounced, was, that il piled 
Females addicted to Cenſoriouſneſs and Detractia ild v 
m0u!d loſe the Uſe of Speech; a Puniſhment whid ker th 
would be moſt grievous to the Offender, and, wiit n 
ſhould be the End of all Puniſhments, effectual fa lonth: 
rooting out the Crime, Upon this Edict, which wa This 
as ſoon executed as publiſhed, the.Noile of this al Gy 

lembly very conſiderabiy abated. It was a melanchoy ne, al 
Snectacle to fee ſo many who had the Reputation d fo 8. 
rigid Virtue ſtruck dumb. A Lady who ſtood by me n 
and ſaw my Concern, told me, ſhe wondered how! y Vil 
could bz concerned for ſuch a Pack of. or 
found by the ſhaking of her Head, ihe was going t 3 
give m2 their Characters; but by her ſaying No mort lilton 
| perceived ſhe had loſt the Command of her Tongus oy ' 
Tais Calamity fell very heavy upon that Part of W. his 
men who are diſtinguiſhed by the Names of Prudes 1 we 
courtly Word for Female Hypocrites, who habe! peur 
ort Way of being virtuous, by ſhewing that other 85 
are vicious, The ſecond Sentence was then pie. Ty 


NnOunce 
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ounced againſt the looſe Part of the Sex, that al! 
guld immediately be pregnant, who in any Part of 
heir Life had run the Hazard of it. This produced 
very goodly Appearance, and revealed fo many MH- 
onducts, that made thoſe who were lately ſtruck 
jumb, repine more than ever at their Want of Utter- 
ace; though at the ſame TI ime (as Afflictions ſeldom 
ame ſingle) many of the Mutes were alſo ſcized with 
nis new Calamity. The Ladies were now in ſuch 4 
'ondition, that they would have wanted Room, had 
ot the Plain been large enough to let them divide 
heir Ground, and extend their Lines on all Sides. 
t was a ſenſible Affliction to me, to ſee ſuch a Rlulti- 
ude of Fair Ones, either dumb or big bellicd. Bur 
was ſomething more at Eaſe, when I found that they 
zteed upon ſeveral Regulations to cover ſuch Mit- 
ortunes, Among others, that it ſhould be an efta- 
liſhed Maxim in all Nations, that a Woman's firſt 


ll : . 
1 hild might come into the World within fix Months 
10 ter the Acquaintance with her Huſband; and that 
11 rief might retard the Birth of her lait til fourtcen 
1 


lonths after his Diſceaſe. 


us Vigon lafled till my uſual Hour of waking, 
4x hich I did with ſome Surprize, to find myſelf a- 


ne, after having been engaged almoſt a whole Night 
ſo prodigious a Multitude. I could not but reflect 
ith Wonder, at the Partiality and Extravazance of 
y Vitton; which, according to my Thoughts, had 
done Juſtice to the Sex. If Virtue in Men is 
ore venerable, it is in Women more lovely; which 
„on has very finely expreſſed in his Paradiſe Los, 
here Adam, ſpeaking of Eve, after having exert- 
0 d his own Pre eminence, as being fin Cr:ation 
nd internal Faculties, breaks out into the following 
apture, 


* —— Yet when I approach 
10 Her Lovelineſs, ſo abſolute ſhe ſeem, 
L 3 And 
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And in herſelt compleat, ſo well to know 
ter own, that what the wills to do or ſay, 
Seems wilelt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreteit, beit : 
All higher Knowledge in her Preſence falls 
Degraded. Wiſdom in Diſcourſe with her 
Lotes, diſcountenanc'd, and like Folly ſhe ws. 
Authority and Reafon on her wait, 

As one intended firit, not after made 
Gecaſionally : And to conſummate all, 
Greatneſs of Mind and Noblenels, their Scat 
Build in her lovelieſt, and create an Awe 
About her, as a Guard angelic plac'd. 


No LIFE pleaſing to GOD, that is not uſcful to Nas, 
An Paſtern S TORY. 


Thus God and Nature link'd the gen'ral Frame; 
And bade Self-lowe and Social be the ſam. 
Pore, 


12 pleaſed the mighty Sovereign Aas Careſcan 
from whom the Kings of the Earth derive Honou 
and Dominion, to fet Mirza his Servant over ti 
Province of Tauris. In the Hand of Mirza, the Br 
lance of Diſtribution was ſplendid with Impartiality; 
and under his Adminiſtration the Weak were protect- 
ed, the Learned received Honour, and the Diligent be. 
came rich: Mirza, therefore, was beheld by eve! 
Eye with Compiacency, and every Tongue pronounced 
Bleings on his Head. But it was obſer ved that be 
derived no Joys from the Benefits which he diffuſes; 
he became penſive and melancholy ; he ſpent his Le- 
{ure in Solitude; in his Palace he fat motionleſs upd 
a Sofa; and when he went out, his Walk was {lv 
and his Eyes were fixed upon the Ground: He apple 
to the Buſineſs of State with Reluctance; and k- 
tolved to relinquiſh the Toils of Government, of wh 
he could no longer enjoy the Reward, 8 
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He therefore obtained Permiſſion to approach the 
Throne of his Sovereign ; and being aſked what was 
his Requeſt, he made this Reply, “ May the Lord 
of the World forgive the Slave whom he has honoured, 
if Mirza preſume again to lay the Bounty of Abbas at 
his Feet, Thou hait given me the Dominion of a 
Country, fruitful as the Gardens of Damaſcus; and of 
a City, glorious above all others, except that only 
which reflects the Splendor of thy Preſence. But the 
longeſt Life is a Period ſcarce ſufficient to prepare for 
Death: All other Buſineſs is vain and trivial, as the 
Toil of Emmets in the Path of the Traveller, under 
whoſe Foot they periſh for ever ; and all Enjoyment 
is unſubſtantial and evaneſcent, as the Colours of the 
ax, Bow that appear in the Interval of a Storm. Suſter 

me, therefore, to prepare for the Approach of Eterni- 
ty; let me give up my Soul to Meditation ; let Soli- 
tude and Silence acquaint me with the Myſteries of 
Devotion; let me forget the World, and by the 
bt. World be forgotten, till the Moment arrives in which 
the Veil of Eternity ſhall fall, and I ſhall be found at 
n the Bar of the Almighty.” — Mirza then bowed him- 
nou Wi ſelf to the Earth, and ſtood ſilent. 
' the By the Command of Abbas it is recorded, that at 
Ba. theſe Words he trembled upon that Throne, at the 
17; Wi Footftool of which the World pays Homage: He 
tect- BY looked round upon his Nobles ; but every Counte- 
t de. nance was pale, and every Eye was upon the Earth. 
ven No Man opened his Mouth; and the King firit broke 
need il Silence, after it had continued near an Hour. 
at fe * Mirza, Terror and Doubt are come upon me: 
ei em alarmed, as a Man who ſuddenly perceives that 
he is near the Brink of a Precipice, and is urged 
upoa By forward by an irreſiſfable Force; but yet I know 
lo, not whether my Danger is a Reality or a Dream. 
pic Lam as thou art, a Reptile on the Earth; my Life 
Higgs a Moment; and Eternity, in which Days, and 
mich Years, and Ages, are nothing, Eternity is before me, 
b lor 
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for which I alſo ſhould prepare: But by whom then 
muſt the Faithful be governed? By thoſe only, who 
have no Fear of Judgment? By thoſe alone whoſe Life 
is brutal, becauſe, like Brutes, they do not conſider 
that they ſhall die? Or who, indeed, are the Faith. 
ful ? Are the buſy Multitudes that crowd the City, in 
a State of Perdition ? And is the Cell of the Derviſ: 
alone the Gate of Paradiſe? To all, the Life of a Da. 
viſe is not poſſible: To all, therefore, it cannot be: 
Duty. Depart to the Houſe which has in the City 
been prepared for thy Reſidence; I will m editote the 
Reaſon of thy Requeſt ; and may he who illuminates 
the Mind of the Humble, enable me to determine with 
Witdom !” 

Mirza departed ; and on the third Day, having re- 
ceived no Commands, he again requeſted an Audience, 
and it was granted. When he entered the Royal Pie. 
ſence, his Countenance appeared more chearful; he 
drew a Letter from his Boſom, and having kiſſed it, he 
preſented it with his Right- hand. 


„ My Lord, ſaid he, I have learned by this Letter, 
which I received from Coſrou the Iman, who nov 
ſtands before thee, in what Manner Life may be bel 
improved. I am enabled to look back with Pleaſure, 
and forward with Hope; and I ſhall now rejoice ſil 
to be the Shadow of thy Power at Tauris, and to keep 
thoſe Honours which I fo lately wiihed to reſign.“— 
The King, who had liſtened to Mirza with a Mixture 
of Surprize and Curiolity, immediately gave the Letter 
to Coſrou, and commanded that it ſhould be read, 
The Eyes of the Court were at once turned on th! 
hoary Sage, whoſe Countenance was ſuffuſed with at 
honeſt Bluſh; and it was not without ſome Heſitation 
that he read theſe Words. | 


« To Mirza, whom the Wiſdom of Abbas Ov 
mighty Lord has honoured with Dominion, be ever 


laſting Health ! When I heard thy Purpoſe to with- 
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draw the Bleſſings of thy Government from the Thou— 
ſands of Tauris, my Heart was wounded with the Ar- 
row of Afiftion, and my Eyes became dim with 
Sorrow. But who ſhall ſpeak t fore the King, when 
he is troubled ? And who ſhall boaſt of Knowledge, 
when he is diſtreſſed by Doubt? To thee I will relate 
the Events of my Youth, which thou haſt renewed 
before me; and thoſe Truths which they taught me, 
may the Prophet multiply to thee, 

« Under the Inſtruction of the Phyſician Aluazer, 
obtained an early Knowledge of his Art. To thoſe 
who were ſmitten with Diſeaſes, I could adminiſter 
Plants, which the Sun had impregnated with the 
Spirit of Health, But the Scenes of Pain, Langour, 
and Mortality, which were perpetually riſing before 
me, made me often tremble for myſelf. I ſaw the 


— TY SE 


0 Grave open at my Feet: I determined, therefore, to 
te contemplate only the Regions beyond it, and to de- 
8 ſpiſe every Acquiſition which I could not keep. I 


conceived an Opinion, that as there was no Merit 
but a voluntary Poverty, and ſilent Meditation, thoſe 
who deſired Money were not proper Objects of 
„Bounty; therefore Money was deſpifcd. buried 
A mine in the Earth; and renouncing Society, I 
re, wandered into a wild and ſequeſtered Part of the 
till Country; my Dwelling was a Cave by the Side of 
p Wl © Haul; I drank the running Water from the Springs 
ind cat ſuch Fruits and Herbs as I could find. 0 
ure I ncreaſe the Auſterity of my Life, I frequently 
ter I watched all Night, fitting at the Entrance of the 
ad. Cave with my Face to the Eaſt, refigning myſelf to 
the the ſecret Influences of the Prophet, and expecting 
n Muminations from above. One Morning after my 
ion nocturnal Vigil, juſt as I perceived the Horizon glow 

a the Approach of the Sun, the Power of Slcep be- 
out ame irrefiſtaple, and I ſunk under it. I imagined 
bi myſelf ſtill fitting at the Entrance of my Cell; that 
ith- the Dawn increaſed, and that as I looked earneſtly bor 
rey tne 
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Inſtri 
abled 
of the 
thy | 


gain 


the firſt Beam of Day, a dark Spot appzared 9 
intercept it. I perceived that it was in Motion; it 
increaſed in Size as it drew near, and at Length] 
diſcovered it to be an Eagle. I ſtill kept my Eye 
fixed ſtedfaſtly upon it, and ſaw it alight at a (mil 


Diſtance, where 1 now deſcried a Fox, whoſe tw ot R 
Fore-legs appeared to be broken. Before this Fox an E 
the Eogle laid Part of a Kid, which it had brought exalte 
in its Talons, and then diſappzared. When [ aw. iich 
ked, I laid my Fore-head upon the Ground, and bie. bon 
fed the Prophet for the Inſtruction of the Morning, 3 8 : 
I reviewed my Dream, and ſaid thus to myſelf, C/. WR” * * 
rou, thou haft done well to renounce the Pumult, the dumb! 
Buſineſs, and the Vanities of Life; but thou haſt x | dug 
yet only done it in Part: Thou are ſtil] every Day rich. 
buſied in the Search of Food; thy Mind is not wholly re 
at Reſt, neither is thy Truſt in Providence complete, e © 
What art thou taught by this Viſion ? If thou bit Iren, 
ſeen an Eagle commiſſioned by Heaven to feed 1 Pleaſu: 
Fox that is lame, ſhall not the Hand of Heaven alſo bim. 
ſupply thee with Food; when that which prevents 4 ys 
the - Sa 


thee from procuring it to thyſelf, is not Neceflit, 
but Devotion? I was now ſo confident of a mim 
culous Supply, that I neglected to walk out for ny 


Kain, 
ho ai 


Repaſt, which, after the firſt Day, I expected with 'Tophe 
an Impatience that left me little Power of attending % Kae 
to any other Object: This Impatience, however, | lf; a 
laboured to ſuppreſs, and perſiſted in my Reſolution: r this 
but my Eyes at Length began to fail me, and ny 2 thr 
Knees ſmote each other; I threw myſelf backwar, ated l 
and hoped my Weakneſs would ſoon increaſe to In. le Err 
ſenſibility. But I was ſuddenly rouſed by the Voice ben T 
of an inviſible Being, who pronounced theſe Words: nd in 
© Coſrou, I am the Angel who, by the Command © q thy 
the Almighty, have regiſtered the Thoughts of t.. 
Heart, which I am now commiſſioned to reprove. ſet, as 
While thou waſt attempting to become wiſe able —_ 
ia 


that which is revealed, thy Folly has perverted tht 


In ple, b 
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Iaſtructions which was vouchſafed thee. Art thou diſ- 
abled as the Fox? Haſt thou not rather the Powers 
of the Eagle ? Ariſe, let the Eagle be the Object of 
thy Emulation. To Pain and Sickneſs be thou a- 
gan the Meſſenger of Eaſe and Health. Virtue is 
not Reſt but Action. If thou doſt Good to Man. as 
an Evidence of thy Love to God, thy Virtue will be 
exalted from moral to divine; and that Happineſs, 
which is the Pledge of Paradiſe, will be thy Reward 
upon Earth.“ 

At theſe Words I was not lets aſtoniſhed than 
if a Mountain had been overturned at my Feet. I 
humbled myſelf in the Duſt ; I returned to the City; 
I dug up my Treaſure; I was liberal, yet i became 
rich, My Skill in reſtoring Health to the Body, 
gere me frequent Opportunities of curing the Diſ- 
eaſes of the Soul. I put on the ſacred Veſtments; 
grew eminent beyond my Merit; and it was the 
Pleaſure of the King that I ſhould ftand before 
him. Now, therefore, be not offended ; I boaſt 
of no Knowledge that I have not received: As 
the Sands of the Deſart drink up the Drops of 
Rain, or. the Dew of the Morning; fo do 1 allo, 
ho am but Duſt, imbibe the Inſtructions of the 
Frophet. Believe then that it is he who tells thee, 
vl Knowledge is prophane which terminates in thy- 
t; and by a Life waſted in Speculation, little even 
n this can be gained. When the Gates of Paradiſe 
me thrown open before thee, thy Mind ſhall be irra- 
ind, iated in a Moment; here thou canſt little more than 
pile Error upon Error ; there thou ſhalt build Truth 
pon Truth. Wait therefore for the glorious Viſion; 
nd in the mean Time emulate the Eagle. Much is 


n thy Power; and, therefore, much is expected of 
thy ee. Though the Almighty only can give Virtue; 
ove, Net, as a Prince, thou mayeſt ſtimulate thoſe to 


peneficence, who act from no higher Motive than 
amediate Intereſt ; thou canſt not produce the Prin- 
ple, but mayeſt enforce the Practice. The Relief 


ot 
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of . 
Allur; 
Court 


of the Poor is equal, whether they receive it from Of. 
tentation, or Charity; and the Effect of Example iz 
the ſame, whether it be intended to obtain the Fe. 
vour of God or Man. Let thy Virtue be thus df. to E! 
fuſed ; and if thou believeſt with Reverence, thay Actio 
ſhalt be accepted above. Farewell. May the Smile tempt 
of Him who reſides in the Heaven of Heavens be upon no Ac 
thee ! And againſt thy Name in the Volume of An their 
Will, may Happineſs be written!“ on Ez 

The King, whoſe Doubts, like thoſe of Au his P 
were now removed, looked up with a Smile that com- ances 
municated the Joy of his Mind. He diſmiſicd the that | 
Prince to his Government; and commanded these Slave 
Events to be recorded, to the End that Poſterity my hu 
know, T'nat no Life is pleaſing to God, but that Ruine 


which is uſeful to Mankind!“ Virtu 
but al 


conſe 
with 
ty, th 
able, 

take h 
than 
the w 
havioi 
hiſty-t 
carele 
he rex 
factor 
In a 
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The JUDGMENT of Co u MON SENSE 
4 V1.8 10:8; 


No Glofs or Colouring will avail, 
But Truth and Juſtice here prevail. R. 


WAS the other Day buried in the deepeſt Con- 
templation, an reading that Paper of the Guardian 

in which we are preſented with a View of that im- 
partial Court of Juſtice in the infernal Regions where 
Mankind (according to the ancient Mythology) ar 
ſuppoſed to be dealt with in Proportion to their good 
or evil Actions while on Earth: In the Midſt of this 
Reverie, I was ſcized with a profound Sleep, when me. 
thought I was in that Part of the lower Regions I hat 
been reading of. The great Hurty and Fatigue 0 
Buſineſs, made Minos (who then ſat as Judge) to be Th 
defirous of ſome Reſpite ; for which Reaſon he let I dolen, 
Common Senſe, lately arrived from the upper World, 0 e ca 
officiate in his Room. 
The firſt who appeared before. this new Subſſitu that 

0 


— — — 
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of Minze, was a Figure that approached with an eaſy 
Afurance in his Countenance; he ſmiled on the 
Court with a ſeeminz Complacency, and laid Claim 
to Ehſum, from the many generous and friendly 
Actions of his Life. No public Subſcription was at- 
tempted, but he was among the firſt to encourage it ; 
no Acquaintance in Diſtreſs, but he contributed to 
their Relief : In ſhort, he was looked upon, while 
on Earth, as a humane, er Man, beloved by 
Ihis Neighbours, and eſteemed by his Acquaint- 
ances ;— but on further Examination it was proved, 
that this very Perſon was mean enough to become 
Slave to a Party for a Penſion ; that though ſeeming- 
ly humane to Individuals, he was a Betrayer and 
Ruiner of his Country's Intereſt, and that his ſeemin 
Virtues proceeded not from any Goodneſs of Heart, 
but an Oftentation, to keep up the' empty Shew of 
conſequential Grandeur; on which Common Senjc, 
with a Look of Severity, telling him, that of all Cruel- 
ty, that towards the Publick was the moſt unpardon- 
able, nodded towards a black Officer on the Left to 
take him into Cuſtody ; which was no ſooner done, 
, dan another Ghoſt was brought forward, who amazed 
the whole Court with his unaccountable indolent Be- 
on- haviour., When atked to what Purpoſe he had lived 
an, WM fiſty-three Years and ſonie odd Months; in the moſt 
im- WM carclels pick-tooth Manner, with his Eyes half ſhut, 
ere he replied, None: And being told that was not a ſatiſ- 
are Wi factory Anſwer, he retorted with a Gape,—Ferhaps ſo. 


ood Win a Word, he was found to be ſuch a one as Prier 
this WM deſcribes, | | 


- La MY, ME OR. 


rey Fl 2 Nept the Night away : 
+ of nd juſt did Nothing all the Day. 


o be This pretty Gentleman being informed that In- 
jet I dolence was not the Road to Elyſium, was ordered 
d, e caſt off to the Left. To him ſucceeded a firſt 
Miniſter of State: But it being proved on his Trial, 
that Nature had deſigned him for a Juggler, and 


tha 


1 
f 
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that he had by Miſtake been forced to animate th 
wrong Body, he was remanded back again to Earth, ſWu!ity 


to ſhine in his proper Sphere. I was buried in rin: 
Thought for ſome Time at what I ſaw, when I awak WW: ccp: 
eut of my Reverie, at the Appearance of a Ghoi, Which 
with a bloated Countenance, who, on being aer 
what Sort of a Life he had led, anſwered a ven bone 
harmleſs one; that from the Moment he had cel eing 
to his Eſtate, he had never known what it was Lia 
be thoroughly ſober ; and that he had conſequently ettur 
been a great Friend to his Country by promoting the 11:17 
Exciſe; and as it was his Fortune to be taken Heft. 
in a drunken Fit, he humbly hoped he might egen 
ranked among thoſe who died in the Service of therMſnown 
Country. The Court was ſome Time puzzled u eferre 
find out a proper Puniſhment for a Life fo ſcand n m 
Jouſly misſpent : They knew Flames would be throwWſp®'e w. 
away upon him ; but at Length, his Station was fuer Jan 
among the Suicides, the molt diſmal melancholy S leem 
in Hell. ectari 
Quite different from the former was the next tha Roo 
was called upon: It was a young Creature with aM'c!!:d 
unſpeakable Sweetneſs and Innocence in her Coun-ſÞ"=t be 
tenance, attended with a Melancholy and W HUeſtie 
neſs, which ſeemed deeply rooted in her. Whenhp"ite 2 
the uſual Queſtion was put, inſtead of anſwering "*rigu 
ſhe burſt into a Flood of Tears, nor was ſhe able Md th: 
utter one Worf#; but a neighbouring Ghoſt wh oliten: 
happened to arrive about the ſame Time, inform verade 
"Common Senſe that ſhe had an unblemiſhed Chan- ene? 
ter, and” was univerſally eſteemed for her Good: 00d, 
nature and Senſe, till unfortunately ſhe had giv ad So1 
Credit to the Proteſtations of a young Gentlema;iW*" thi; 
who had vowed in the moſt ſacred Manner to malt [ ſuch 
her his Bride; but after gaining his Ends, had bas With 
deſerted her, which flung her into a Melancholy t= Dre 
ſoon put an End to her Life. The whole Co the 
was moved at the Relation; but Common Senſe tell. 1 
her ſhe had already ſufficiently expiated for her 1 nick c 
Cui! S, 
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ality, and that the Villain who betrayed her was 
rincipally to anſwer for the Crime, ordered the 
Keeper of Elyſium to take her into his Protection. 
hich he had no ſooner done, than Sorrow Ned away, 
er Bloom returned, and Modeſty and Lovebingis 
hone with the muſt becoming Sweetneſs. Upon 
ing this, a whole Shoal of Coquettes flocked to their 
[rials, not doubting to mect with the fame god 
ſottune, but their Gambols had no other Effect on 
unmmen Senſe, than to haſten their filing off to the 


ft, As for Fops, Methodifts, Janſeniſts, Hum- 


 oÞug2crs, and others of the ſame Species, as they were 
der nown Enemies to Common Senſe, their Trials were 
| feferred till the Return of Mincs, leſt Juſtice from 


'm might ſeem partial What feemed to me remark- 
ble was, that Common Senſe often miſtook Methodiſts 
or Janſeniſts, and Janſeniſts for Methodiſts ; fo great- 
y ſeemed to him the Reſemblance between thoſe two 
ectaries. 

tu Room was now made for a Lady of Figure, who 
ul eſſed forward with an eaſy Freedom in her Air, 
our lat beſpoke her uſed to the beſt of Company. The 
Van lueſtion being put, ſhe declared ſhe had led a Life 
| heal ite gay and polite : That Drums, Routs, Balls, 
rin ntrigues, Dreſs, &c. had taken up her whole Time, 
le nd that ſhe had in the End died a Martyr to her 
wolf oliteneſs, by a violent Cold ſhe had got at a Maſ- 
mel uerade. On being demanded what Good ſhe had 
lane: ene? What Charities beſtowed, Sc. Sc.? What 
3000 Pod, what Charities ! replied ſhe; theſe are very 
given ad Sort of Qneſtions ; why, my dear, dear Sir, do 
manu think we fine Ladies can have Time to think 


mah ſuch Things? No, no, our whole Life is taken 
baſe with the more important Articles of Cards, Scan- 
y taal, Dreſs, &c. * Away with her, cries Commen Senſe | 
Cort the Left with her; make Room for her Lady- 
telling. Hey-day, what have we got here, continues 
; Cri © a Harleguin, who entered playing his antic 
gulf icks, to the great Emolument, as he expected, 
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cf the Spectators: But no ſooner did the Keen 
| of Tartarus ſpy him, than (without waiting for G. 

ders) he laid his Clutches on him, and poor Lin 
was immediately dragged frem the Bar, amidſt ti 

f repeated Hities of the whole Court. Pray, Fricn, 
ſays Cn:mon Senſe to the next, why that dejedd 
1 Countenance ? I lived 37 Years a Farmer, (anfwe. 
4 ed the Ghoſt) had three Sons and one IDaughter, hy 
1 a Wife whom I tenderly loved, as I did my poor Chil. 
1 dren, whoſe Education I was particularly careful <, 
[| and ſhould hive been the happieſt of Mankind, bu 
| not the Diſtemper among the Cattle, in a few Week 
| deprived me of my whole Stock: My Landlord threr 
1 me into Priſon fer a Debt he knew it was impoſſible ſu 
1 me at that Time to pay. In this Situation J did what 


verenc 
if ſuck 
admitt 
Road. 
who | 
ſooner 
ing th 
Propet 
their d 
halloo 
and ſet 
Hey-d 
Pray, 
mr 


what 2 


ſ 

f I could to contribute to the Maintenance of my Fani-ifimpert 
1 ly, by making Nets, Purſes, Cc. but it was inſuf. e 
1 cient, and I died for want of common Neccſſaries, Game 


I Pray take Care of him, cried Common Senſe to the H. 
| um Keeper, and convince him that the moie unfor 
1 tunate Virtue is in the other World, the greater the 
| Reward here; and though your Children are deprivt 
19 of yon, they are more particularly the Care cf a ſupt 
z rior Power and better Parent, who never fails ſocnera 
later to reward Goodneſs, The Keeper of Eun, 
ſmiling, bid him enter the happy Portal; telling hn 
1 he would meet with his Wife there, whom, it ſeems 
1 a broken Heart had kindly delivered from a troubit 
| ſome World about fix Months before. 


Stairs. 
move « 
lack 
you ge 
We 
thruſt 
] have 
moſt ; 
a ſtawr 


The next who mounted was a grave- looking Gene 
| tleman, who no ſooner mentioned his being of Fach, 
Ki ſacerdotal Order, than Common Senſe cut him hor before 
| by telling him, it was a Rule of Court, when a Bug confin 
of Caſſacks appeared, to have Enquiry made througireplies 
| Ehſium, if any were in the leaſt indebted to the ns. 
| veren and fo 
. in the 
* This was exactly the Caſe of a poor Farmer, who died! ＋ 


à miſerable Condition in York Caſtle, 


* 
<4 
— 

- 


- 9 — 


= 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR, I 37 


* 
— ä — 
- 


®. * — = - — * — — 
; tn oe rn I _ — 


verend Claimant for the Happineſs they enjoyed, and 
it ſuch Evidence appeared in his Behalf, he was to be 
admitted ; if not, he was obliged to take the contrary 
Road. Upon his Diſmiſſion, appeared two Dueliſts, 
who had honourably expired in their Vocation ; n9 
ſooner were they known, than Common Senſe, acquaint- 
ing the black Officer that Dueliſts were always his 
Property, deſired he would lend them his Hand. On 
their diſappearing, a gay young Fello was introduced, 
hallooing and ſhouting with the moſt impudent Stare, 
and ſettled Aſſurance imaginable, in his Countenance : 
Hey-day, ſays Common Senſe, who have we got here? 
Pray, good baſhful Sir, what may you be? D 2. 
old Gentleman, returns the Spark, do you know 
what a Buck, what a Wit is? But I cannot anſwer 
impertinent Que tions now : I have kept a long ÞFalt, 
's. Can you help me to a freſh Bit of 
Game? Z—— ns | I wiſh 1 had a few Brother 
Bucks here, we would ſoon ſhew them we couid play 
Hell and the Devil as well as the beft of them below 
Stairs. Pray, good Mr Buct, cries Commin Senſe, 
move off to the oY and you, Sir, (ſpeaking to te 
ack Officer) lei his Buckſhip be well hunted when 
cu get him into the dark Regions. 
Well, Friend, ſays Common Senſe to a Ghoſt wio 
thruſt forward, what may your Paſiport be to Hi 
| have been, replied the Ghoſt, all my Lite-cime « 
molt zealous Churchman, a true orthodox Believer, 
a ſtaunch Advocate. Look ye, Friend, 1eplies 
ne Common Senſe, we never in this Court enquire into the 
eich, but into the Actions of thoſe who appear 
boi before us; how did you ſpend the 83 Years you we: = 
Baut confined to the upper World? In thewing my Zea!, 
oe rolies the Ghoſt, to the True Religion; by revil- 
ing, flandering, and perſecuting all Unbelievers, 
ren Wand forcing into the Pale of the Church all who were 
in the wrong Road to Hold, hold, cries 
edit Common Senſe, you have been in the wrong Road your- 
if all your Life-time ; Charity and Benevolence are 
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the ſure Guides to Ehſium, as Perſecution and fee 
Zeal, never fail leading their Followers to Tartar, 
move off pray,—away with him. 
"The next called up was a Ghoſt, who boaſted mug 
of his Ingenuity and ſuperior Talents, and gloried u 
ſeveral Inventions which were of the utmott Cork: 
quence (as he ſaid) to Mankind. I hope, cries Canna 
Senſe, the World is at preſent reaping the Benefit d 
your Ingenuity. It did, while I lived, anſwered th 
Ghoſt; but as I did not care to publiſh thoſe Secrets in 
my Life-time, they died with me. Wretch, cries C 
mon Senſe, to imagine ſuperior Qualifications wer 
granted by Heaven, but for the Good of the Socicty in 
which they were placed. Wiſe Men are deſigned tbe 
Vehicles of Bleſſings from above: Nor are Miſers d 
any Sort ſo deteſtable as thoſe, who through mea 
ſeltiſh Views bury in Oblivion what might prove 1 
public and laſting Bencfit to their Fellow Creature: 
Take him away. | 
On this Gentleman's Diſappearance, a Ghoſt ad 
vanced, who brought a Copy of his Epitaph (by Wy 
of Credentials) with him from the other World, u 
which he was extolled beyond the Skies for a lovin 
Huſband, a tender Father, a fincere Friend, &c. &. 
Which is as much as to ſay, cries Common Senſe, tha 
you died rich, and your Heirs were glad to diſmiſs you 
with a fulſome Compliment : What ſay your Aclion 
for you? On Examination, this loving Huſband ws 
found to have kept a Brace of Miſtrefles, for whot 
Support he had abridged his Wife of the common Ne. 
ceſlaries of Life. This tender Father took ſuch Ca 
of his Children, that they were unacqainted withe 
very Kind of Knowledge, but a few of the faſhionadi 
\ Vices: And as for Friendſhip, though it was a Wo! 
often in his Mouth, he never knew any ſtrong enouz! 
to withſtand the leaſt Impulſe of Intereſt, He ws 
profuſe to Extravagance, and yet the greateſt of Miter 
where Merit in Indigence or Diſtreſs called for i 


Ailtance. Comm:n Senſe, on this, beckoned to tit 
Keept! 


— 
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Keeper of Tartarus, who without Ceremony, enliſted 
him among his ſiniſter Acquaintance. 

The Court about this Time was interrupted by a 
Noiſe at a Diſtance, occaſioned by a Diſpute between 
Charon and a Sailor, who had, unperceived by him, 
ſlipt into his Boat, and when he landed, refuſed to pay 
the uſual Fare. Ihe blunt Tar, without paying much 
Regard to thoſe he was before, called Charon an old 
Fool, and ſwore he had not a Drop of Sailor's Blood 
in his whole Carcaſe, or he would have known better 
than to have aſked a Brother for Paſlage Money: That 
for his Part, it had been his Fortune to be killed in a 
naval Engagement, fighting againſt the Enemies of 
his Country, and had left all above Stairs at Sixes and 
devens; yet that nothing vexed him fo much, as that 
a Fellow, who wore "TI rowſers, ſhould have a mercen- 
ary Lemper. Commen Senſe, who knew the Value of 
his blunt Honefty, ordered him, with a Smile, to veer 
eff to the Ehſium Side, and make Way for a Ghoſt 
ads who had been born to a good Eſtate, but had fooliſh- 
ly ſquandered it away among Paraſites and ſharping 
, n Gameſters, and left behind him a numerous Progeny 
a of Beggars. This Wretch was condemned to wear 
bag Ales“ Ears, a Fool's Coat, and a Rattle with 
ta Dice; to be the Scoff and Jeſt of all Hell, and in ſhort, 
aß to be the moſt deſpicable among the Damned: Nor 
non was this all; for the Sins of his Poſterity, whom he 
by his Folly had reduced to the Neceſſity of com- 
mitting many Crimes, were to be doubly puniſhed in 


Ne. him. No ſooner was he taken into Cuſtody, than 1 
Cat was called for to the Bar; but my Conſcience acculing 
th Bil me of a Multitude of unrepented Crimes, threw me 
nabe into ſuch a Fright, that luckily for me, it put an End 
vou to my Dream, 
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CARAZAN's VIS ION: Or, SocIAL Love and 


BENEFICENCE recommended. 


Graſp the wwhele World of Reaſon, Life and Senſe, 
In one cloſe Syſtem of Benevolence < 
Huoppier, as kinder, in «vhate'er Degree, 


An Height of Bliſs is Height of Charity. Port. 


ARAZ AN, the Merchant of Bagdat, was emi- 
nent throughout all the Eaſt for his Avarice and 
his Wealth: His Origin is obſcure as that of the Spark, 
which by the Collifion of Steel and Adamant is ſtruck 
out of Darkneſs; and the patient Labour of perſe— 
vering Diligence alone had made him rich. It was re- 
membered, that when he was indigent he was thought 
to be generous; and he was ſtill acknowledged to be 
inflexibly juſt. But whether in his Dealings with 
Men he ditcovered a Perhdy which tempted him to put 
his Truſt in Gold, or whether in Proportion as he ac- 
cumulated Wealth, he diſcovered his own Importance 
by Increaſe, Carazan prized it more as he uſed it leſs: 
He gradually loſt the Inclination to do Good, as he ac- 
quired the Power; and as the Hand of Time icattered 
Snow upon his Head, the freezing Influence extended 
to his Boſom. 85 
But though the Door of Carazan was never open- 
ed by Hoſpitality, nor his Hand by Compaſſion, yet 
Fear led him conſtantly to the Moſque at the ſtated 


Hours of Prayer: He performed all the Rites of De- 


votion with the moſt ſcrupulous Punctuality, and 
had thrice paid his Vows at the Temple of the Pro- 
phet. That Devotion which ariſes from the Love 
of God, and neceflarily includes the Love of Man, 
as it connects S with Beneficence, and ex- 
alts that which was mortal to divine, confers new 
Dignity upon Goodneſs, and is the Object not only 
of Affection but Reverence. On the contrary, tht 
Devotion of the ſelfiſh, whether it be thought to 


avert the Puniſhment which every one wiſhes to be 
in- 


that his Table ſhould be ſpread for the Hungry, and 
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inflicted, or to inſure it by the Complication of Hy- 
pocriſy with Guilt, never fails to excite Indigna- 
ton and Abhorrence. Carazan, therefore, when he 
had locked his Door, and, turning round with a Look 
of circumſpective Suſpicion, proceeded to the Moſque, 
was followed by every Eye with ſilent Malignity; the 
Poor ſuſpended their Supplications when he paſſed by; 
though he was known by every Man, yet no Man ſa— 
luted him. 

Such had long been the Life of Carazan, and ſuch 
was the Character Which he had acquired, when No- 
tice was given by Proclamation, that he Was removed 
to a magnificent Building in the Center of the City; 
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that the Stranger ſhould be welcome to his Bed. The 

lultitude ſoon ruſhed like a Torrent to his Door, 
waere they beheld him diſtributing Bread to the Hun- 
gry, and Apparel to the Naked, his Eye ſoftened with 
Compattion, and his Cheek glowing with Delight. 
Every one gazed with Aſtoniſliment at the Prodigy; 
and the Murmur of innumerable Voices increaſing like 
tae Sound of approaching Thunder, Carazan bec- 
koned with his Hand; Attention ſuſpended the Tumult 
in a Moment; and he thus gratified the Curioſity 
which procured him Audience. 

To him who touches the Mountains and they 
ſmoke, the Almighty and the moſt merciful, be e- 
verlaſting Honour! He hath ordained Sleep to be 
the Miniſter of Inſtruction, as his Viſions have re- 
proved me in the Night. As I was fitting alone in 
my Haram, with my Lamp burning before me, com- 
puting the Product of my Merchandize, and exulting 
in tne Increaſe of my Wealth, I fell into a deep 
Sleep, and the Hand of him who dwells in the third 
Heaven was upon me. I beheld the Angel of Death 
coming forward like a Whirlwind, and he ſmote me 
before I could deprecate the Blow. At the fame 
Moment I found myſelf lifted from the Ground, and 

tranſ- 
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tranſported with aſtoniſhing Rapidity through the 
Regions of the Air. The Earth was contracted to an 
Atom between; and the Stars glowed round me with 
a Luſtre that obſcured the Sun. The Gate of Pag. 
diſe was now in Sight; and I was intercepted by x 
ſudden Brightneſs which no human Eye could he. 
hold: The irrecoverable Sentence was now t9 he 
pronounced; my Day of Probation was palt, and 
from the Evil of my Life nothing could be taken x 
way, nor could any Thing be added to the Godl, 
When I reflected that my Lot for Eternity was calt 
which not all the Powers of Nature could reverſe, my 
Confidence totally fot ſook me; and while J ftoo! 
trembling and filent, covered with Confuſion, and 
chilled with Horror, I was thus addreſſed by the Ra. 
diance that flamed before me, 

„ Carazan, thy Worſhip has not been accepted, 
becauſe it was not prompted by the Love of God; 
neither can thy Righteouſneſs be rewarded, becauſe 
it was not produced by the Love of Man: For thy 
own Sake only, haſt thou rendered to every Man 
his Due; and thou haſt approached the Almighty 
only for thyſelf. Thou haſt not looked up with 
Gratitude, nor round thee with Kindneſs. Around 
thee thou haſt indeed beheld Vice and Folly ; but 
if Vice and Folly could juſtify thy Parſimony, would 
they not condemn the Bounty of Heaven? If not up- 
on the Fooliſh and the Vicious, -where ſhall the Sun 
diffuſe his Light, or the Clouds diſtil their Dew! 
Where ſhall the Lips of the Spring breathe Fragrance, 
or the Hand of Autumn diffuſe Plenty ? Remember, 
Carazan, that thou haſt ſhut Compaſſion frum thy 
Heart, and graſped thy Treaſures with an Hand o 
Iron: Thou halt lived for thyſelf; and, theretore, 
henceforth for ever thou ſhalt ſubſiſt alone. From th! 
Light of Heaven, and from the Society of all Beings, 
Malt thou be driven; Solitude ſhall protract the linger- 
ing Hours of Eternity, and Darkneſs aggravate the 


Horror of Deſpair,” 1 
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At this Moment I was driven by ſome ſecret and 
irreſiſtible Power, through the glowing Syſtem of 
Creation, and paſſed innumerable Worlds in a Mo- 
ment. As I approached the Verge of Nature, I per- 
ceived the Shadows of total and boundlets Vacuity 
deepen before me, a dreadful Region of eternal Si- 
lence, Solitude, and Darkneſs! Unutterable Horror 
ſcized me at the Proſpect, and this Exclamation burſt 
from me with all the Vehemence of Deſire. C that 
had been doomed for ever to the common Receptacle e 
Impenitence and Guilt ! There Society would have alle- 
viated the Torment of Deſpair, and the Rage of Fire could 
nit have excluded the Comfort of Light. Or, if 1 had 
been condemned to reſide an a Comet, that would return 
but once in a T houſand Years to the Regions of Light and 
Life ; the Hope of theſe Periods however diflant, would 
chear me in the dreary Interval of Cold and Darkneſs, and 
the Viciſſitude would divide Eternity into Time. While 
this Thought paſſed over my Mind, I loſt Sight of the 
remotelt Star, and the laſt Glimmering of Light was 
quenched into utter Darkneſs. The Agonies of De- 
(pair encreaſed every Moment, as every Moment aug- 
mented my Diſtance from the laſt habitable World. 
| reflected with intolerable Anguiſh, that when Ten 
Thouſand Thouſand Years had carried me beyond the 
Reach of all but that Power who fills Infiaitude, I 
ſhould ftill look forward into an immenſe Abyſs of 
Darkneſs,” through which I ſhould ſtill drive with- 
out Suecour and without Society, farther and farther 
ſtill, for ever and ever. I then ſtretched out my 
Hands towards the Regions of Exiſtence, with an 
Emotion that awaked me. Thus have I been taught 
to eſtimate Society, like every other Bleſſing, by its 
Loſs, My Heart is warmed to Liberality ; and I am 
zealous to communicate the Happineſs which I feel, 
to thoſe from whom it is derived; for the Society 
of one Wretch, whom in the Pride of Proſperity I 
would have ſpurned from my Door, would, in the 
dreadful Solitude to which I was condemned, have 

been 
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been more highly prized, than the Gold of Afric, « 
the Gems of Golconda. 

At this Reflection upon his Dream, Carazan he. 
came ſuddenly filent, and looked upwards in an Ex. 
taſy of Gratitude and Devotion. "The Multitude wx 
ſtruck at once with the Precept and the Example; ant 
the Caliph, to whom the Event was related, that he 
might be liberal beyond the Power of Gold, command. 


ed it to be recorded for the Benefit of Poſterity. 


On CREATION and the ANIMAL WORLD. 


Range where you pleaſe, in Water, Earth, and Air; 
God is in ev ry Thing, and ev'ry where. 


OE there is a great Deal of Pleaſure in 
contemplating the material World, by which 
I mean that Syſtem of Bodies into which Nature has 
ſo curiouſly wrought the Maſs of dead Matter, with 
the ſeveral Relations which thoſe Bodies bear to one 
2 ; there is ſtill, methinks, ſomething more won- 
derful”and ſurpriſing in Contemplations on the World 
of Life, by which I mean all thoſe Animals with 
which every Part of the Univerſe is furniſhed. The 
material World is only the Shell of the Univerſe : The 
World of Life are its Inhabitants. 

If we conſider thoſe Parts of the material World 


which lie the neareſt to us, and are therefore ſub- 


ject to our Obſervations and Inquiries, it is amazing 
to conſider the Infinity of Animals with which itis 
ſtocked. Every Part of Matter is peopled : Every 
2 Leaf ſwarms with Inhabitants. There 1s 


carce a ſingle Humour in the Body of a Man, or ot 

any other Animal, in which our Glaſſes do not diſco— 
ver Myriads of living Creatures. The Surface 
Animals is alſo covered with other Animals, which 
are in the ſame? Manner the Baſis of other . 
that 
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ut live upon them; nay, we find in the moſt ſolid 

dies, as in Marble itſelf, innumerable Cells and 
avities that are crouded with ſuch imperceptible In- 
tbitants, as are too little for the naked Eye to diſco- 
er. On the other Hand, if we look into the more 
vlky Parts of Nature, we ſee the Seas, Lakes, and 
wers, teeming with numberleſs Kinds of living Crea- 
ves: We find every Mountain and Marſh, Wilder- 

e and Wood, plentifully ſtocked with Birds and 
eaſts, and every Part of Matter affording proper Ne- 
ellories and Conveniences for the Livelihood of Mul- 
tudes which inhabit it. 

The Author of the Plurality of Werldt draws a very 
ood Argument from this Conſideration for the Pes- 
lng of every Planet; as indeed it ſeems very probable, 
rom the Analogy of Reaſon, that it no Part of Mat- 
er, which we are acquainted with, lies waſte and uſe- 
eſs, thoſe great Bodies which are at ſuch a Diſtance 
tom us, ſhould not be deſert and unpeopled, but ra- 
her that they ſhould be furniſhed with Beings adapted 
o their reſpective Situations. | 

Exiſtence is a Bleſſing to thoſe Beings only which 
ire endowed with Perception, and is in a Manner 
brown away upon dead Matter, any tarther than as it 
$ ſubſervient to Beings which are conſcious of their 

Exiſtence, Accordingly we find from the Bodies 

hich lie under our Obſervation, that Matter is only 
ade as the Baſis and Support of Animals, and thar 

there is no more of the one, than what is neceſſary for 
the Exiſtence of the other. 

Infinite Goodneſs is of ſo communicative a Nature, 
that it ſeems to delight in the conferring of Exiſtence 
upon every Degree of perceptive Beings. As this is a 
dpeculation which I have often purſued with great 
Fleaſure to myſelf, I ſhall enlarge further upon it, by 
conſidering that Part of the Scale of Beings which 
comes within our Knowledge. 
| There are ſome living Creatures which are raiſcd 
dut juſt above dead Matter. To mention only that 
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Species of Shell-fiſh, which are formed in the Faſhiy 
of a Cone, that grow on the Surface of ſeveral Rock, 
and immediately die upon their being ſevered from th 
Place where they grew. There are many other Cres 
tures but one Remove from theſe, which have no 
ther Senſe beſides that of Feeling and Taſte. Oben 
have ftill an additional one of Hearing; others 9 
Smell, and others of Sight. It is wonderful to 
ſerve, by what a gradual Progreſs the World of Lis 
advances through a prodigious Variety of Species, he 
fore a Creature is formed that is complete in allit 
Senſes ; and even among theſe there is ſuch a differen 
Degree of Perfection in the Senſe which one Anim! 
C N beyond what appears in another, that thourl 
the Senſe in different Animals be diſtinguiſhed by th 
ſame common Denominations, it ſeems almoſt of: 
different Nature. If after this we look into the ſever 
inward Perfections of Cunning and Sagacity, or whit 
we generally call Inſtinct, we 2 them riſing after the 
fame Manner imperceptibly one above another, nd 
receiving additional Improvements, according to th: 
Species in which they are implanted. This Progrek 
in Nature is ſo very gradual, that the moſt perfect of 
an inferior Species comes very near to the moſt imyer- 
fect of that which is immediately above it. 

The exuberant and overflowing Goodneſs of the 
Supreme Being, whoſe Mercy extends to all hi 
Works, is plainly feen, as I have before hinted, 
from his having made fo very little Matter, at lea 
what falls within our Knowledge, that does not 
ſwarm with Life: Nor is his Goodneſs leſs ſeen in 
the Diverſity, than in the Multitude of living Cres 
tures. Had he only made one Species of Animals, 
none of the reſt would have enjoyed the Happineß 


of Exiſtence ; he has, therefore, ſpecified in his Crea. 


tion every Degree of Life, every Capacity of Beings 
The whole Chaſm of Nature, from a Plant to a Man, 


is filled up with diverſe Kinds of Creatures, riling 
one 
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obne above another, by ſuch a gentle and caſy Aſcent, 
that the little Tranſitions and Deviations from one 


Oc . e 
' 1 Species to another, are almoſt inſenſible. This inter- 
1 mediate Space is ſo well huſbanded and managed, that 
ACh : : w_ 

10 o bere is ſcarce a Degree of Perception which docs not 


appear in ſome one Part of the World of Life. Is the 
Goodneſs or Wiſdom of the divine Being more niani— 
fefted than in this his Frocecding f 
There is a Conſcquence, beſides thuſe I have al- 
rady mentioned, which ſeems very naturally ded y- 
ce from the foregoing Conſiderations. If the Scuie 
„( Being riſes by ſuch a regular Progreſs fo high es 
Man, we may, by a Parity of Reaſon, ſuppoſe that it 
ſtil} proceeds gradually through thoſe Beings which are 
of a ſuperior Nature to him; ſince there is an infi— 
Ari greater Space and Room for different Degrees 
of Perfection, between the Supreme Being and Man, 


than between Man and the moſt deſpicable InſeR. 


2 This. Conſequence of ſo great a Variety of Beings 
bich are ſuperior to us, from that Variety which is 
d inferior to us, is made by Mr Lecke, in a Paſſage 
ro, BY Rich | {ball here ſet down, after having premiſed, 


let notwithſtanding there is ſuch infinite Room be- 
tween Man and his Maker for the creative Power to 
exert itſelf in, it is impoſſible that it ſhould ever be 
hiled up, ſince there will be ſtill an infinite Gap or 
Diſtanee between the higheſt created Being, and the 
of Power which produced them. 

aft That there ſhould be more Species of intelligent 
Creatures above us, than there are of ſenſible and 


1 material below us, is probable to me from hence: 
2 That in all the viſible corporeal World, we ſce no 
ls, Chaſm, or no Gaps. All quite down from us, the 
of Delcent is by eaſy Steps, and a continued Series of 
os Things, that each Remove differs very little one 
bf hom the other, There are Fiſhes that have Wings, 
ck and are no Strangers to the airy Region: And there 
1 ae ſome Birds, that are Inhabitants of the Water, 


e © Pte Blood is cool as Fiſhes, and their Fleſh fo like 
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thou a: 


in Taſte, that the Scrupulous are allowed theny 
Fiſh Days. There are Animals fo near of Kin " 
to Birds and Beaſts, that they are in the Middle 
tween both: Amphibious Animals link the Terreftii 
and Aquatic together: Seals live at Land and at 


and Porpoiſes have the warm Blood and Entrails q er © 
Hog; not to mention what is confidently reported 
Mermaids, or Sea-men. There are ſome Bun — 
that ſcem to have as much Knowledge and Re2ſm 
as ſome that are called Men; and the Animal ar 07 th 
Vegetable Kingdoms are ſo nearly joined, chu; | 
you will take the loweſt of one, and the hizhel d 
the other, there will ſcarce be perceived any great Di. — 
ference between them: And ſo on until we comes 100 
the loweſt and the moſt inorganical Parts of Maus Is « 
we ſhall find every where that the ſeveral Species x 
linked together, and differ but in almoſt inſenſible I. T 
rees. And when we conſider the infinite Power af 
Wiſdom of the Maker, we have Reaſon to think thi and 1 
it is ſuitable to the magnificent Harmony of the Uni Work 
verſe, and the great Deſign and infinite Goodneſs d As 1 
the Architect, that the Species of Creatures ſhould lf their 
by gentle Degrees, aſcend upwards from us toward admit 
tus infinite Perfection, as we ſee they gradually d Len 
cend from us downwards: Which, if it be probable Dille 
we have Reaſon then to be perſuaded, that there ar oo 
far more Species of Creatures above us, than there ar inde 
beneath; we being in a Degree of Perfection md et 
more remote from the infinize Being of God, than x 8 
wit 


are from the loweſt State of Being, and that which ;. | 
proaches neareſt to nothing. And yet of all thoſedi did en 


tinct Species, we have no clear diſtinct Ideas. deter 
% [In this Syſtem of Being, there is no Creaturel for r 
wonderful in its Nature, and which ſo much deſers latio 
our particular Attention, as Man, who fills up tit . 
na 


riddle Space between the animal and the intellecui 

Nature, the viſible and inviſible World, and is thi Fran 

Link in the Chain of Beings, which has been oft Part: 

termed the Nexus utriuſque Mundi. So that he, wiv la f 
Ni 
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in one Reſpect is aſſociated with Angels and Arch- 
angels, may look upon a Being of infinite Perfection 
2s his Father, and the higheſt Order of Spirits as his 
Brethren ; may in another Reſpect ſay to Corruption, 
tan art my Father; and to the IWirm, thau art my He- 
ther and my Siſſer. 


— 


0n the D El TY, and the winderful FRAME of 
HUMAN and ANIMAL BODIES. 


God firſt made Angels bodileſs, pure Minde; 
Then other Things <uhich mindleſs Bodies be : 
Laft, he made Man, th' Horizon 'twixt both Kinds, 


In zvbom <ve do the World's Abridgement ſee. Davis. * 


HOSE who were ſkilled in Anatomy among 

the Ancients, concluded, from the outward 

and inward Make of a human Body, that it was the 
Work of a Being tranſcendently wiſe and powerful. 
As the World grew more enlightened in this Art, 
their Diſcoveries gave them freſh Opportunities of 
admiring the Conduct of Providence in the Forma- 
tion of a human Body. Galen was converted by his 
Diſſections; and could not but own a Supreme Being 
upon a Survey of this his Handy-work. 'I here were, 
indeed, many Parts of which the old Anatomiſts did 
not know the certain Uſe; but as they ſaw that 
moſt of thoſe which were examined, were adapted 
with admirable Art to their ſeveral Functions, they 
did not queſtion but thoſe, whoſe Uſes they could not 
determine, were contrived with the ſame Wiſdom 
for reſpective Ends and Purpoſes. Since the Circu- 
lation of the Blood has been found out, and many 
other great Diſcoveries have been made by our modern 
Anatomiſts, we ſee new Wonders in the human 
Frame, and diſcern ſeveral important Uſes for thoſe 
Pats; which Uſes the Ancients knew nothing of. 
lu ſhort, the Body of Man is ſuch a Subject as ſtands 
N 3 the 
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the utmoſt Teſt of Examination. Though it 25. 
pears formed with the niceſt Wiſdom, upon the mol 
tuperfcial Survey of it, it ſtill mends upon the Search, 
and produces our Surprize and Amazement in Pro. 
portion as we pry into it. What I have here ſaid d 
a human Body, may be applied to the Body of even 
Animal, which has been the Subject of anatomici 
Obſervation. 

The Body of an Animal is an Object adequate t 
our Senſes. It is a particular Syſtem of Providenc, 
that lies in a narrow Compaſs, The Eye is able u 
command it, and by ſucceſſive Inquiries can ſearc} 
into all its Parts. Could the Body of the bol 
Earth, or indeed the whole Univerſe, be thus ſub. 
mitted to the Examination of our Senſes, were it no! 
too big, and diſproportioned to our Inquiries, t 
unwieldy for the Management of the Eye and Hand, 
there is no Queſtion but it would appear to us z 
curious and well contrived a Frame as that of a hu- 
man Body. We ſhould fee the ſame Concatenatin 
and Subſervience, the ſame Neceſſity and Ulefulnels 
the ſame Beauty and Harmony in all and every ct it 
Parts, as what we diſcover in the Body of every fingl 
Animal, 

The more extended our Reaſon is, and the mort 
able to grapple with immenſe Objects, the greate! 
Rill are thoſe Diſcoveries which it makes of Wiſdon 
and Providence, in the Works of Creation. A 
Sir Jfaac Newton, who ſtands up as the Miracle of the 
preſent Age, can look through a whole Planetan 
dyſtem; conſider it in its Weight, Number, and 
Meature; and draw from it as many Demonſtration 
of infinite Power and Wiſdom, as a more cenfined Un 
derſtanding is able to deduce from the Syſtem of a hi- 
raan Body. 

But to return to our Speculations on Anatomy 1 
ſhall here conſider the Fabric and Texture of de 
Bodies of Animals in one particular View; wbich, 
in my Opinion, fhews the Hand of a thinking 7 

All- 
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all- wiſe Being in their Formation, with the Evidence 
of a Thouſand Demonſtrations. I think we may lay 
this down as an inconteſted Principle, that Chance 
never acts in a perpetual Uniformity and Conſiſtency 
with itſelf, If one ſhould always fling the ſame Num- 
ber with Ten Thouſand Dice, or ſee every Throw juſt 
fre Times leſs, or five Times more in Number 
than the Throw which immediately preceded it, 
who would not imagine there is ſome inviſible Power 
which direfts the Caſt? This is the Proceeding 
which we find in the Operations of Nature. Every 
Kind of Animal is diverſified by different Magnitudes, 
each of which gives Riſe to a different Species, Let 
a Man trace the Dog or Lion Kind, and he will ob- 
ſerve how many of the Works of Nature are pub- 
liſhed, if I may uſe the Expreflion, in a Variety of 
Editions. If we look into the Reptile World, 'or 
into thoſe different Kinds of Animals that fill the 
Element of Water, we meet with the ſame Repeti- 
tions among ſeveral Species, that differ very little 
from one another, but in Size and Bulk. You find 
the ſame Creature that is drawn at large, copied out 
in ſeveral Proportions, and ending in Miniature, It 
would be tedious to produce Inſtances of this regu- 
lar Conduct in Providence, as it would be ſuperflu- 
ous to thoſe who are verſed in the natural Hiſtory of 
Animals. The magnificent Harmony of the Univerſe 
is ſuch, that we may obſerve innumerable Diviſions 
running upon the ſame Ground, I might alſo extend 
this Speculation to the dead Parts of Nature, in 
which we may find Matter diſpoſed in many /tmilar 
Syſtems, as well in our Survey of Stars and Planets, 
as of Stones, Vegetables, and other ſublunary Parts 
of the Creation, In a Word, Providence has ſhewn 
the Richneſs of its Goodneſs and Wiſdom, not only 
in the Production of many original Species, but in the 


Multiplicity of Deſcent which it has made on every 


riginal Species in particular. 
but to purſue this Thought ſtill farther: Every 
living 
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living Creature conſidered in itſelf, has many yer 
complicated Parts that are exact Copies of ſom: 
other Parts which it poſſeſſes, and which are com. 
plicated in the ſame Manner. One Eye would hay 
been ſufficient for the Subſiſtence and Preſervation of 
an Animal; but in order to better his Condition, 
we ſee another placed with a mathematical Exa4. 
neſs in the ſame moſt advantageous Situation, and 
in every Particular of the ſame Size and Texture, 
Is it poſhble for Chance to be thus delicate and 
uniform in her Operations? Should a Million «f 
Dice turn up twice together the ſame Number, 
the Wonder would be nothing in Compariſon ef 
this. But when we ſee this Similitude and Reſem— 
blance in the Arm, the Hand, the Fingers; when 
we ſee one Half of the Body entirely correſpond with 
the other in all thoſe minute Strokes, without which 
a Man might very well have ſubliſted ; nay, when 
we often fee a ſingle Part repeated an hundred 
Times in the ſame Body, notwithſtanding it conſilt 
of the moſt intricate Weaving of numberleſs Fibres, 
and theſe Parts different ſtil] in Magnitude, as the 
Convenience of their particular Situation requires; 
ſure a Man muſt have a ſtrange Caſt of Underſtand- 
ing, who does not diſcover the Finger of God in lo 
wonderful a Work. "Theſe Duplicates in thoſe Parts 
of the Body, without which a Man might have very 
well ſubſiſted, though not fo well as with them, ate 
a plain Demonſtration of an all-wiſe Contriver ; & 
thoſe more numerous Copyings, which are found 
among the Veſſels of the ſame Body, are evident 
Demonſtrations that they could not be the Wark 
of Chance, This Argument receives additional 
Strength, if we apply it to every Animal and Inſed 
within our Knowledge, as well as to thoſe numbei— 
leſs living Creatures that are Objects too minute fo! 
a human Eye: And if we conſider how the ſever 
Species in this whole World of Life reſemble one 


another in very many Particulars, fo far as is con- 
venient 
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renient for their reſpective States of Exiſtence ; it is 
much more probable than an hundred Million of Dice 
ſhould be caſually thrown a hundred Million of Times 
in the ſame Number, than that the Body of any fingle 
Animal ſhould be produced by the fortuitous Con- 
courſe of Matter. And that the like Chance ſhould 
zriſe in innumerable Inſtances, requires a Degree of 
Credulity that is not under the Direction of Common 
Senſe. We may carry this Conſideration yet farther, 
if we reflect on the two Sexes in every living Species, 
with their Reſemblances to each other, and thoſe 
particular Diſtinctions that were neceſlary for the 
keeping up of this great World of Lite. 

here are many other Demonſtrations of a Supreme 
Beinz, and of his tranſcendent Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs in the Formation of the Body of a living 
Creature; for which I refer my Reader to other 
Writings, particularly to the fixth Book of the 
Poem, entitled Creation, where the Anatomy of the 
human Body is deſcribed with great Perſpicuity and 
Elegance, 


On the ATTRIBUTES of G OD, and the 
STARRY HEAVENS. 


Hail ſovereign Goodneſs, great produfive Mind 
In all thy Works, thyſelf inſerib'd aue find, 
BLACKLOCK, 


I! Was Yeſterday about Sun-ſet walking in the open 


Fields, until the Night inſenſiby fell upon me. 
| at firſt amuſed myſelt with all the Richneſs and 
Variety of Colours which appeared in the weſtern 
Parts of Heaven : In Proportion as they faded away 
and went out, ſeveral Stars and Planets appeared 
one after another, until the whole Firmament was in 
a Glow. The Blueneſs of the Æther was exceed- 
ingly heightened and enlivened by the Seaſon of the 

Year, 
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Suns, and Worlds riſing ſtill above this which we di. 
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Year, and by the Rays of all thoſe Luminaries thy ld 1 
paſſed through it. "The Galaxy appeared in its mal dom o 
beautiful White. To complete this Scene, the ful poffble 
Moon roſe at Length in that clouded Majeſty, which ifeer, 
Milton takes Notice of, and opened to tne Eye a ney ur 
Picture of Nature, which was more finely ſhaded, and Help « 
diſpoſed among ſofter Lights, than that which the Su naked 
had before diſcovered to us. 5 more {| 
As I was ſurveying the Moon walking in he Thoug 
Brightneſs, and taking her Progreſs among the Con. put the 
ſtellations, a Thought aroſe in me, which | believe gen 
very often perplexes and diſturbs Men of a ferious and Queſtic 
contemplative Nature. David himſelf fell into bet wh 
in that Reflection, Ihen I conſider the Heavens, th WM Power, 
Mort of thy Fingers, the Moon and the Stars whi Space 
thou baſt ordained ; what is Man, that thou art minifil Nan BO 
ef him, and the Son of Man that thou regardeſt hin! Ta, 
n the ſame Manner, when I conſider that infinite Mot” bu 
Hoſt of Stars, or, to ſpeak more philoſophically, Beine! 
Suns, Which were then ſhining upon me, with tho WW... da 
innumerable Sets of Planets or Worlds, which wer nds 
moving round their reſpective Suns; when I ſtill en- ide "Falk 
larged the Idea, and ſuppoſed another Heaven «i Variety 


through 


covered, and theſe ſtill enlightended by a ſuperior Fit "Ag 
mament of Luminaries, which are planted at fo gen houg 
a Diſtance, that they may appear to the Inhabitans WF... > 
cf the former as the Stars do to us: In ſhort, whilit 1; ha 
purſued this Thought, 1 could not but reflect on th t mar 
little infignificant Figure which I myſelf bore amt... 
the Immenſity of God's Works, ourſs 
Were the Sun, which enlightens this Part of th e jap 
Creation, with all the Hoſts of planetary Worlds th leaves 
move about him, utterly extinguiſhed and annihil- apacit 
ted, they would not be miſſed more than a Grain BW... 
Sand upon the Sea-ſhore. The Space they poſſe reated 
is ſo exceeding little, in Compariſon of the wit pace, 
that it would ſcarce make a Blank in the Creation. certai. 


The Chaſm would be imperceptible to an Eye 5 
5 
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could take in the whole Compaſs of Nature, and paſs 
from one End of the Creation to the other, as it is 
poſſible there may be ſuch a Senſe in ourſelves hete- 
after, or in Creatures which are at preſent more 
exalted than ourſelves. We ſee many Stars by the 
Help of Glaſſes, which we do not diſcover with our 
naked Eyes; and the finer our Teleſcopes are, the 
more ſtill are our Difcoveries. Huygenius carries this 
Thought fo far, that he does not think it impoſſible 
but there may be Stars whoſe Light is not yet travelled 
down to us ſince their firſt Creation. — There is no 
Queſtion but the Univerſe has certain Bounds ſet to it; 
but when we conſider that it is the Work of infinite 
Power, prompted by infinite Goodneſs, with an infinite 
Space to exert itſelf in, how can our Imagination ſet 
any Bounds to it? 

To return therefore to my firſt Thought, I could 
not but look upon myſelf with ſecret Horror, as a 
being that was not worth the ſmalleſt Regard of one 
who had ſo great a Work under his Care and Super- 
ntendency. I was afraid of being overlooked amidſt 
the Immenſity of Nature, and loſt among that infinite 
Variety of Creatures, which in all Probability ſwarm 
through all thoſe immeaſurable Regions of Matter. 

In order to recover myſelf from this mortifying 
hought, I conſidered that it took its Riſe from thoſe 
arow Conceptions which we are apt to entertain 
ff the Divine Nature. We ourſelves cannot attend 
to many different Objects at the fame Time. If 
e are careful to inſpe&t ſome Things, we muſt of 
ourſe neglect others. This Imperfection which 
Nee obſerve in ourſelves, is an Imperfection which 


las leaves in ſome Degree to Creatures of the higheſt 
- of ecities, as they are Creatures, that is, Beings of 
ni and limited Natures. The Preſence of every 
ole, reated Being is confined to a certain Meaſure of 


ace, and conſequently his Obſervation is ſtinted to 
it ertain Number of Objects. The Sphere in which 

f we 
ould 
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we move, and act, and underſtand, is of a wider 
Circumierence to one Creature than another, ac. 
cording as we riſe above one another in the Scale 
of Exiſtence. But the wideſt of theſe our Spheres 
has its Circumference. When therefore we refes 
on the divine Nature, we are ſo uſed and accufton. 
ed to this Imperfection in ourſelves, that we cannot 
forbear in ſome Meaſure aſcribing it to Him, in whom 
there is no Shadow of Imperfection. Our Reaſon, 
indeed, aſſures us that his Attributes are infinite; 
but the Poorneſs of our Conceptions is ſuch, that 
it cannot forbear ſetting Bounds to every Thing it 
contemplates, until our Reaſon comes again to our 
Succour, and throws down all thoſe little Prejudices 
which riſe in us unawares, and are natural to the 
Mind of Man. 

We ſhould therefore utterly extinguiſh this melan- 
choly Thought, of our being overlooked by our 
Maker in the Multiplicity of his Works, and the lu- 
finity of thoſe Objects among which he ſeems to be 
inceſſantly employed, if we conſider, in the fiſt 
Place, that he is Omnipreſent; and in the ſecond, 
that he is Omniſcient. 

If we conſider him in his Omnipreſence : His Be- 
ing paſſes through, actuates, and ſupports the whole 
Frame of Nature, His Creation, and every Part of 
it, is full of him. There is nothing he has made 
that is either ſo diſtant, ſo little, or ſo inconſiderable, 
which he does not eflentially inhabit. His Subſtance 
is within the Subſtance of every Being, whether ma- 
terial or immateral, and as intimately preſent to it, as 
that Being is to itſelf, It would be an Imperfection in 
him, were he able to remove out of one Place into ano- 
ther, or to withdraw himſelf from any Thing he 
has created, or from any Part of that Space which is 
_ diffuſed and ſpread abroad to Infinity. In ſhort, to 
ſpeak of him in the Language of the old Philoſopher, 
He is a Being whoſe Center is every where, and his 
Circumference no where, 
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In the ſecond Place, he is Omniſcient as well as 
Omnipreſent. His Omniſcience indeed neceſſarily 
and naturally flows from his Omnipreſence ; he can- 
not but be conſcious of every Motion that ariſes in 
the whole material World, which he thus efiential- 
ly pervades, and of every Thought that is ſtirring in 
the intellectual World, to every Part of which he 
is thus intimately united. Several Moral:ifts have 
conſidered the Creation as the Femple of God, 
which he has built with his own Hand, and which 
is filled with his Preſence. Others have conſidered 
infinite Space as the Receptacle, or rather the Habi - 
tation of the Almighty : But the nobleſt and moſt 
exalted Way of conſidering this infinite Space, is 
that of Sir Jaac Newton, who calls it the Serſrrium: 
of the Godhead. Brutes and Men have their Senſor:- 
la, or little Senſoriums, by which they apprehend 
the Preſence, and perceive the Actions of a tew Ob- 
jets that lie contiguous to them, Their Knowledge 
and Obſervation turn within a very narrow Circle, 
But as God Almighty cannot but perceive and know 
crery Thing in which te reſides, infinite Space gives 
Room to infinite Knowledge, and is, as ic were, an 
Organ to Omniſcience. 

Were the Soul ſeparated from the Body, and with 
one Glance of Thought ſhould ſtart beyond the 
Bounds of the Creation, ſhould it for Millions of 
Years continue its Progreſs through infinite Space 
with the ſame Activity, it would ſtill find itſelf with- 
in the Embrace of its Creator, and encompaſſed 
round with the Immenſity of the Godhead, Whilſt 
we are in the Body, he is not leſs preſent w th us, 
becauſe he is concealed from us. O that I knew 
where I might find him] ſays Job. Behold 1 go for- 
ward, but he is not there! and backward, but I can- 
nt perceive him. On the Left-hand, where he does 
werk, but I cannot behold him Ve hideth e on 
the Right-hand that I cannot ſce him. In ſhort, 


Reaſon as well as Revelation, aſſures us, thut he 
Cal. 
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cannot be abſent from us, notwithſtanding he is u. 
diſcovered by us. 

In this Conſideration of God Almighty's Omii. 
preſence and Omniſcience, every uncomfortabe 
1hought vaniſhes. He cannot but regard every 
Thing that has Being, eſpecially ſuch of his Cre. 
tures who tear they are not regarded by him. le 
is privy to all their Thoughts, and to that Anxiety 
of Heart in particular, which is apt to trouble then 
on this Occaſion : For as it is impoſſible he ſhould 
overlook any of his Creatures, ſo we may be conk. 
dent that he regards, with an Eye of Mercy, tho 
who endeavour to recommend themſelves to his No. 
tice, and in an unfeigned Humility of Heart think 
RE unworthy that he ſhould be mindful « 
them. 
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On the IMMORTALITY of the SOUL, hy 
When my freed Soul to its bright Sphere ſhall fly, ben _ 
Through boundleſs Orbs eternal Regions ſpy, FurpCit 
And like the Sun be all one glorious Eye. that he 
SHAKESPEARE, WW: 

WAS Yeſterday walking alone in one of ny *? - 
Friend's Woods, and loſt myſelf in it very « |M\.. 
greeably ; as I was running over in my Mind the fe. WM... .... 
veral Arguments that eſtabliſh the great Point, which WM; ..:.: 
is the Baſis of Morality, and the Source of all the Ste 
pleaſing Hopes and ſecret Joys that can ariſe nM... I 
the Heart of a reaſonable Creature, viz, the Immor- WM... 
tality of the Soul, I conſidered thoſe ſeveral Proc Aer l. 
drawn, ä Creato 
| Firft, From the Nature of the Soul itſelf, ani WW... 
particularly its Immateriality ; which, though not Ber. -. 
abſolutely neceſſary to the Eternity of its Duration, Bp. : 
has, I think, been evinced to almoſt a Demonſtra- &; 
tion. Oily ſe 
Secondly, From its Paſſions and Sentiments, * rrride 


pat* 
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vrticularly from its Love of Exiſtence, its Horror of 
Annihilation, and its Hopes of Immortality ; with 
that ſecret Satisfaction which it finds in the Practice 
of Virtue, and that Uneafineſs which follows in it up- 
on the Commiſſion of Vice. 

Thirdly, From the Nature of the Supreme Being, 
whoſe Juſtice, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Veracity, are 
al concerned in this great Point. 

But among theſe and other excellent Arguments 
for the Immortality of the Soul, there is one drawn 
from the perpetual Progreſs of the Soul to its Per- 
ſection, without a Poſſibility of ever arriving at it; 
which is a Hint that J do not remember to have ſeen 
opened and improved by others who have written on 
this Subjekt, though it ſeems to me to carry a great 
Weight with it, How can it enter into the Thoughts 


me Porfecticns, and of receiving new Improvements 
„ :.ty, fall fall away into nothing almoſt as 
ſen as it is created ? Are ſuch Abilities made for no 
Purpoſe? A Brute arrives at a Point of Perfection 
tat he can never paſs: In a few Years he has all 


1 
9 2 


2 nlowinents he is capable of: and were he to live 


Pi, Wei a human Soul thus at a Stand in its 


2 1 1 a . 
„ Were its Faculties to be full blown, 
esel of further Enlargement, I would imagine 


melt nn ay inſenſibly, and drop at once into a 
date of Annihilttion, But can we believe a think- 
0 Zang, that is in a perpetual Progreſs of Improve- 
ment, 2..d {ove;ling on from Perfection to Perfection, 
ater he jult looked abroad into the Works of its 
Creator, and made a few Diſcoveries of his infinite 
Coxtneſs, Wiſdom, and Power, muſt periſh at its 
ule letting out, and in the very Beginning of its 
Enquiries ? 

A Men, conſidered in his preſent State, ſeems 
iy ſent into the World to propagate his Kind. He 
porides kimfelf with a Succeſſor, and immediately 


02 quits 


of Man, that the Soul, which is capable of ſuch im- 


in Taouſaud more, would be the ſame Thing he is at 
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quits his Poſt to make Room for him. He does ng 
ſeem born to enjoy Life, but to deliver it down to 6. 
thers. This is not ſurpriſing to conſider in Anim; 
which are formed for our Uſe, and can finiſh the; 
Buſineſs in a ſhort Life. The Silk-worm, after hy. 
ing ſpun her Taſk, lays her Eggs, and dies. Bu 
Man can never have taken in his full Meaſure 
*nowledge, has not Time to ſubdue his Paſſions 
eſtabliſh his Soul in Virtue, and come up to the Per: 
tection of his Nature, before he is hutried off the 
Stage. Would an infinite wife Being make fuch 
glorious Creatures for ſo mean a Purpoſe? Can be 
delight in the Production of ſuch aboitive Intelli- 
gences, ſuch ſhort-lived reaſonable Beings ? Would 
he give us Talents that are not to be exerted ? Caps- 
Cities that are not to be gratified ? How can we hn 
that Wiſdom, which ſhines through all his Works, in 
the Formation of Man, without looking on this 
World as only a Nurſery for the next, and believing 
that the ſeveral Generations of rational Creatures, 
which riſe up and diſappear in ſuch quick Succeſſions, 
are only to receive their firſt Rudiments of Exittence 
here, and afterwards to be tranſplanted into a mort 
friendly Climate, where they may fpread and flouri 
to all Eternity ? | 

There is not, in my Opinion, a more pleaſing aud 
triumphant Conſideration in Religion, than this of the 
perpetual Progreſs which the Soul makes towards the 
Perfection of its Nature, without ever arriving at a 
Period in it. To look upon the Soul as going on fron 
Strength to Strength; to conſider that it is to ſhine for 
cvei with new Acceflions of Glory, and brighten to 
ail Eternity; that it will be ſtill adding Virtue © 
Virtue, and Knowledge to Knowledge; carries in 
it ſomething wonderfully agreeable to that Ambition 
which is natural to the Mind of Man. Nay, it mul: 
be a Proſpect pleaſing to God himſelf, to ſee his Cres 
tion for ever beautifying in his Eyes, and drawing 
carer to him by greater Degrees of Reſemblance. 
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Methinks this fingle Conſideration of the Progreſs 
of a finite Spirit to Perfection, will be ſufficient to ex- 
tinguiſh all Envy in inferior Nature, and all Contempt 
in ſuperior. That Cherubim which now appears 4s a 
God to a human Soul, knows very well that the Pe- 
riod will come about in Eternity, when the human 
Soul will be as perfect as he himſelf now is; nay, 
when it ſhall look down upon that Degree of Perfec- 
tion, as much as it now falls ſhort of it. It is true, 
the higher Nature ſtil] advances, he by that Means 
preſerves the Diſtance and Superiority in the Scale of 
Beings ; but he knows, how high ſoever the Station is 
of which he ſtands poſſeſſed at preſent, the inferior 


ba. Nature will at Length mount up to it, and ſhine forth 
din the ſame Degree of Glory. 


With what Aſtoniſhment and Veneration may we 
look into our own Souls, where there are ſuch hidden 
Stores of Virtue and Knowledge, ſuch inexhauſted 
Sources of Perfection? We know not yet what we 
ſhall be; nor will it ever enter into the Heart of Man 
to concelve the Glory that will be always in Reſerve 
for him. The Soul, conſidered with its Creator, is 
like one of thoſe mathematical Lines that may draw 
nearer to one another to all Eternity, without a Poffi- 


nd dility of touching it: And can there be a Thought ſo 
he BW Vanſporting, as to conſider ourſelves in theſe perpetual 
he Approaches to him, who is not only the Standard of 


kerfection, but of Happine(: ? 
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On the VicissITUDE of MaTERIAL Being 


Pere it the Duft that has not been alive ? 
The Spade, the Plough, difturb our Anceſtors; 
From human Mould eve reap our daily Bread. 


Yovuxc, 


N a late Converſation among ſome of the Great an 
the Wiſe, Theron, a Man of Wealth and Figur, 
but unacquainted with philoſophic Science, ſat in the 
Midit of his Friends of both Sexes in a ſtately Room, 
with rich Variety of Furniture, Theron complained, 
that he had often heard it ſaid, how much we were a0 
indebted to the Country and the Plough ? But for his Pat, 
he knew no Obligation that we had to that low Rank 
of Mankind, whoſe Life is taken up in the Fields 
the Woods, and the Meadows ; but that they pail 
their Rents well, that, the Gentlemen might live a 
their Eaſe. Crito was pleaſed to ſeize the Occaſicn, 
and entertained the gay Audience with a ſurpriſin! 
Lecture of Philoſophy, 

„ Permit me, Theron, ſaid he, to be an Advocate 
for the Peaſant, and | can draw up a long Account 
of Particulars for which you are indebted to the Field 
and the Foreſt, and to the Men that cultivate the 
Ground, and are engaged in rural Buſineſs, Lock 
around you on all the Furniture of the Room, ſurvey 
your own Cloathing, caſt your Eyes on all the ſplendid 
Array of Therina and Perſis, and the other Ladies 
near them, and you will find, that except a few glit- 
tering Stones, and a little Gold and Silver which was 
dug out of the Bowels of the Earth, you can ſcarce 
fee any Thing that was not once growing green upon 
the Ground, through the various Labours of tie 
Flanter and the Ploug hman. Whence came the Floor 
you tread on, Part whereof is inlaid with Wood of 
different Colours? Whence theſe fair Pannels of 
Wainſcdt, and the Corniſh that encompaſſes and 
adorns the Room ? Whence this lofty Room of Cedar, 
and the carved Ornaments of it ? Are they not all the 
Spcils of the Trees of the Foreſt ? Were not theit 
ance 
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once the verdant Standard of the Grove or the Moun- 
tain? What are your Hangings of gay Tapeſtry ? 
Are they not owing to the Fleece of the Sheep, which 
borrowed their Nouriſhment from the Graſs of the 
Meadows? Thus the Finery of your Parlour once was 
Graſs ; and ſhould you favour me with a I urn into 
your Bed chamber, 1 could ſhew that the Curtains, 
and the Linen and coftly Coverings, where you take 
your nightly Repoſe, were ſome Years ago all grow- 
ing in the Fields, 

But I need not retire from the Room where we are 
ſeated, to give you abundant Diſcoveries of this 
Truth: Is not the Hair of Camels a Part of the Ma- 
terials which com poſe thoſe rich Curtains which han 
down by the Windows, and the eaſy Chairs which ac- 
commodate your Friends ? And if you think a little, 
you will find that Camels with their Hair were made 
of Graſs, as well as the Sheep with their Wool. 
What are the Books that lie in the Window, and the 
little Implements of Paper and Wax, Pens and Wa- 
fers, which, I preſume, may be found in the Eſcru- 
tore? They have all the ſame Original; they were 
once mere Vegetables. Paper and Bocks owe their 
Being to the Tatters of Linen which were woven of 
the Threads of Flax, or Hemp: The Paſteboard Co- 
vers are compoſed of Paper, and the Leather is the 
Skin of the Calf, that drew its Life and Suſtenance 
from the Meadows. The Pen that you write with was 
plucked from the Wing of the Goole, which lived up- 
on the Graſs of the Common: The Inkhorn was bor- 


. Towed from the Front of the grazing Ox: The Wa- 


fer is made of the Paſte of Bread-Corn ; and the Wax 
is originally plundered from the Bee, who ſtole it out 
of a Thouſand Flowers. 

Permit me, Ladies, ſaid the Philoſopher, to men- 


tion your Dreſs; too nice a Subject indeed for a 


Scholar to pretend any Skill in: But I perſuade my- 
ſelf your Candour will not reſent my naming the 
nch Materials, ſince I leave thoſe more important 
Points, 
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Points, the Faſhion and the Air, to be decided eq. 
tirely by your ſuperior Skill. Shall I enquire, thea, 
who gave Per/is the filken Habit which ſhe wears: 
Did ſhe not borrow it from the Worm that ſpun thoſe 
ſhining Threads? And whence did the Worm borrow 
it? From the Leaves of the Mulberry Tree, which 
was planted and nouriſhed for this Purpoſe by the 
Country Swain. May I aſk again, how came 7 hering 
by the fine Linen which ſhe is pleaſed to appear in, 
and the coſtly Lace of Flanders that ſurrounds it? Was 
it not made of the Stalks of Flax that grew up in the 
Field like other Vegetables? And are not the fineſt of 
your Muſlins owing to the Indian Cotton Tree? Nor 
can you tell me, Theron, one upper Garment you have, 
whether Coat, Cloak, or Night-gown, from your 
Shoulders to your very Feet, as rich and new as you 
think it, which the Sheep or the poor Silk-worm has 
not worn before you. It is certain the Beaver bore 
your Hat upon his Skin; that ſoft Fur was his Co- 
vering before it was yours : And the Materials of your 
very Shoes, both the upper Part and the Soles of them, 
covered the Calf of the Heifer before they were put on 
your Feet: All this was Graſs at firſt ; for we have 
ſeen that all the animal World owes its Being to Ve- 
getables. 

Give me Leave, Madam, ſaid he to Therina, with- 
out Offence, to lead you into further Wonder. You 
have ſeen that the Furniture of the Place where we 
are, as well as the precious Attire in which you are 
dreſſed, were lately the Production, and the Orna- 
ment of the Foreſt, the Meadow, or the Garden, 
But could you forgive me, if I ſhould attempt to 
perſuade you, that this beautiful Body of yours, thoſe 
lovely Limbs, were once growing alſo in the Fields 
and the Meadows? I ſee, * y, you are a little ſhock- 


ed and ſurprized at the Thought. I confeſs the Ides 
and Sentiments of Philoſophy are not always ſo court- 
ly and fo favourable to human Nature, as to = -_ 

relled 
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drefled to the tender Sex: But pardon me, Therina, if 
| enquire, was not your Infancy nurſed with Milk 
and Bread-corn ? Have you not been fed with Wheat, 
though it was of the fineſt Kind ? And your Drink, 
what has it been, but either the Infuſton of Barley, or 


the Juice of the Grape; or, for Variety, perhaps the 


Cyder Grove has ſupplied you? The Fleth with which 
you have been nouriſhed to ſuch a weil- proportioned 
Stature, belonged to four-footed Animals, or to the 
Fow!s of the Air; and each of theſe have been either 
fed with Corn or Graſs. W hence, then, Madam, has 
your Body been ſupported, and what do you think it 
is made of? 

But it is ſafer to transfer the Argument to myſelf, 
Theſe Limbs of mine, Therina, owe themſelves en- 


tirely to the animal and vegetable Food, to the Roots 


or the Stalks, or the Leaves or the Fruit of Plants, 
or the Fleſh of the Brute Creatures, which have paſſed 
through my Mouth for theſe fifty Years, or the 


Mouth of my Parents before me. This Hand would 


have been worn to a mere Skeleton, my Arms had 
been dry Bunes, and my Trunk and Ribs the Statue 
of Death, had they not all received perpetual Re- 
cruits from the Field. "Theſe Lips which now ad- 
crels you, are of the ſame Materials, and they were 
once growing like the Giaſs of the Earth. This 
very Fleſh, which I cail mine now, did belong to 
the Sheep or the Ox before it was a Part of me; 
and it ſerved to clothe theſe Bones before it covered 
mine, You know, Theron, you are a Gentleman 
who delight in rural Sports, when you reſide at your 
Country Seat, and you love to feaſt on the Game that 
you have purſued. Did you ever ſuppoſe that any 
part of yourſelf was once hurried through the Air in 
the Breaſt of a frightened Partridge, which came be- 
tore Night into your Net ? Or that any Piece of you 
was driven through the Fields before the full- mouth- 
ed Hounds on the Legs of a hunted Hare, which 
Was 
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was the next Day prepared for your Table ? Had you 
ever ſo ſtrange a Thought as this is? And can you 
believe it now ? Or, upon a Survey of that Argumert, 
can you tell how to deny it ? And what are Hares and 
Partridges made of, but growing Herbage, or ſhattercd 
Corn? 

It is true, you have ſometimes taſted Fiſh, either 
from the Sea or Rivers, but even theſe in their Origi- 
nal are alſo Sorts of Graſs ; they have been fed partly 
by Sea-weeds, and partly by leſſer Fiſh, which they 
have devoured, whoſe prime and natural Nouriſhment 
was from ſome vegetable Matter in the watery World, 
In ſhort, Sir, I am free to declare, that whether [ 
have eaten Cheeſe or Butter, Bread or Milk, whether 
J have fed on the Ox or the Sheep, or the Fowls of 
the Air, I am certain that this Body and thoſe Limbs 
of mine, even to my Teeth and Nails, and the Hairs 
of my Head, are all borrowed originally from the ve- 
getable Creation. Every Thing of me, that is not 
a th;,zking Pow?r, that is not Mind or Spirit, was once 
growing like Graſs on the Ground, or was raade of 
the Roots which ſupported ſome green Herbage. 

And now, Theron, what do you think of all theſe 
Paradoxcs ? Which of them do you cavil at? Which 
leaves you Room for Doubt or Gueſtion ? Is not Pi- 
Icfophy an ente, Lining Study, that teicies us our Ori- 
ginal, and the actonithing Operations of divine Wil 
im and Providence ? But it teaches us alſo i have 
humble Thoughts er ourſelves, and to remoraner 
whence we cane.“ Theron, to conclude the Diſ- 
ccurſe, c: feſſed his Surpriſe and Conviction; he ac» 
knowledged the Juſtice of Crito's whole Argument, 
gave him hearty Thanks for his inſtructive Lecture, 
and reſolved to remember thoſe amazing Scenes of the 
Operations of Nature, and the adorable Wiſdom 0: 
God his Maker. Nor ſhall I ever forget, ſaid he, 
the ſtrange and unexpected Dependance of Man on all 
the meaner Parts cf the Creation. I am arne 

that 
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that Pride was never made for Man, when I ſee how 
much a-kin his Body is to the Fowls of the Air, and 
Brutes of the Earth. And I think, ſaid he, I am 
more indebted to my Tenants than ever I could have 
imagined ; nor will I caſt ſuch a ſcornful Eye again 
on the Grazier and the Farmer, fince this Fleſh and 
Blood of mine, as well as the Furniture of my Houſe, 
and the Cloaths I wear, were once growing in the 
Fields or the Woods, under their Care and Cultiva- 
tion; and I find I am nearer a-kin to them, ſince this 
Self of mine, with all the Finery that covers it, was 
made originally of the ſame Materials with them, and 
their coarſer Coverings. 


— 


— 


On the CHoicE of preſent and future HAPPINESS and 
| MIS ER x. 


The wintry Blaſts of Death 
Kill not the Buds of Virtue : No, they ſpread 
Beneath the heaw'nly Beams of brighter Suns, 
Dre endleſs Ages into brighter Poxvers. THOMSON 


Lewd young Fellow ſceing an aged Hermit go 

by him barefoot, Father, ſays he, you are in @ 

very 7 Condition, if there is nat another World. 
True, Son, ſaid the Hermit, but what is thy Condition, if 
tbere is? Man is a Creature deſigned for two difffrent 
States of Being, or rather for two different Lives. 
His firſt Life is ſhort and tranſient ; his ſecond per- 
manent and laſting.— The Queſtion we are all 
concerned in is this, In which of theſe two Lives 1s 
it our chief Intereſt to make ourſelves happy? Or, in 
other Words, whether we ſhould endeavour to ſecure 
ourſelves the Pleaſures and Gratifications of a Life 
which is uncertain and precarious, and at its utmoſt 
Length of a very inconſiderable Duration; or to ſe- 
cure to ourſelves the Pleaſures of a Life which is fixed 
and ſettled, and will never end ? Every Man, woo 
tne 


0 
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the firſt hearing of this Queſtion, knows very well Ne Li 
which Side of it he ought to cloſe with. But how. lothin! 
ever right we are in Theory, it is plain that in Practice hat Me 
we adhere to the wron Lide of the Queſtion, We ates 
make Proviſion for this Life, as though it were never Miſpro''di! 
to have an End; and for the other Lite, as though it eglecti 
were never to have a Beginning. | many \ 

Should a Spirit of ſuperior Rank, who is a Stan- ſs Beg 
ger to human Nature, accidentally alight upon the Endeav 
Earth, and take a Survey of its er- what ourab! 
would his Notions of us be? Would not he think Hay aft 
that we are a Species of Beings made for quite dif. ſantly 
ferent Ends and Purpoſes than what we really are? in tl 
Muſt not he imagine, that we are placed in this vill ſuc 
World to get Riches and Honours ? Would not he Nur Ho 
think that it was our Duty to toil after Wealth, The 
and Station and Title? Nay, would not he believe School 
we were forbidden Poverty by Threats of eternal ee 2 
Puniſhment, and enjoined to purſue our Pleaſures a lingle 
under Pain of Damnation? He would certainly W"ilate 
imagine, that we were influenced by a Scheme of Heu hat 
Duties quite oppoſite to thoſe which are indeed pre- Nis pre 
ſcribed to us. And truly, according to ſuch an l- low M 
magination, he muſt conclude, that we are a Species Cendit 
of the moſt obedient Creatures in the Univerſe; MI ſupp 
that we are conſtant to our Duty; and that we keep e Con 
a ſteady Eye on the End for which we were ſent Maſs 0 
hither. Grain 


But how great would be his Aſtoniſhment, when * v 
tm 


he learned that we were Beings not deſigned to exit Wl. 
in this World above threeſcore and ten Years ; and lands © 


that the greateſt Part of this buſy Species fall ſhort Lternit 
even of that Age? How would he be loft in Hor- a Prop 
ror and Admiration, when he ſhould know thit them, 
this Set of Creatures, who lay out all their Endea- Wh!” <a 
vours for this Life, which ſcarce deſerves the Name nds t 
of Exiſtence, when, I ſay, he ſhould know that this A, Wit 


Set of Creatures arc to exiſt to all Eternity in ano- de the 
ther ire by 
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ve Life for which they make no Preparations? 
lothing can be a greater Diſgrace to Reaſon, than 
bat Men, who are perſuaded of theſe two different 
states of Being, ſhould be perpetually employed in 
providing for a Life of Threcſcore and len Years, and 
beglecting to make Proviſion for that, which aftet 
many Myriads of Years, will be ſtill new, and ſtill in 
irs Beginning z eſpecially when we conſider that out 
Endeavours for making ourſelves great, or rich, or ho- 
nourable, or whatever elſe we place our Happineſs in, 
may after all prove unſucceſsful ; whereas if we con- 
fantly and ſincerely endeavour to make ourſelves hap- 
pr in the other Life, we are ſure that our Endeavours 
vill ſucceed, and that we ſhall not be diſappointed of 
ur Hope. | 

The following Queſtion is ſtarted by one of the 
Schoo)men. Suppoling the whole Body of the Earth 
were a great Ball or Maſs of the fineft Sand, and that 
a fingle Grain or Particle of this Sand ſhould be an- 
nihilated every Thouſand Years. Suppoſing then that 
you had it in your Choice to be happy all the While 
this prodigious Maſs of Sand was conſuming by this 
flow Method, till there was not a Grain of it left, on 
Condition you were to be miſerable for ever after; 
or ſuppoſing that you might be happy for ever after, 
on Condition you ſhould be miſerable till the whole 
Maſs of Sand were thus annihilated at the Rate of one 
Grain in a Thouſand Years: Which of theſe two 
Cafes would you make your Choice? 
lt muſt be confeſſed, in this Caſe, ſo many Thou- 
lands of Years are to the Imagination as a Kind of 
Eternity, though in Reality they do not bear ſo great 
a Proportion to that Duratioa which is to follow 
em, as an Unit does to the greateſt Number which 
you can put together in Figures, or as one of thoſe 
vands to the ſuppoſed Heap. Reaſon therefore tells 
us, without any Matter of Hefitation, which would 
de the better ' Bn in this Choice, However, as I 
dae before intimated, - Reaſon might in ſuch a 


Caſe 
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Cafe be ſo overſet by the Imagination, as to diſy 
t5me Perſons to fink under the Conſideration of tt 
great Length of the firſt Part of this Duration, 2 
of the great Diſtance of that ſecond Duration wid 
is to ſucceed it. The Mind, I ſay, might give j 
ſelf to that Happineſs which is at Hand, confideri 
that it is ſo very near, and that it would laſt ſo wy 
long. But when the Choice we actually have br 
us is this, whether we will chuſe to be happy for t 
Space of only T hreeſcore and Ten, nay perhaps of or 
twenty or ten Years, I might ſay of only a Dad 
an Hour, and miſerable to all Eternity: or, ont 
contrary, miſerable for this ſhort Term of Venn 
and happy for a whole Eternity : What Words a 
ſufficient to expreſs that Folly and Want of Conf. 
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I here put a Caſe even at the worſt, by ſuppoſins 
(what ſeldom happens) that a Courſe of Virtue mike 
us miſerable in this Life: But if we ſuppoſe (as it ge 
nerally happens) that Virtue ſhould make us more 
happy even in this Life than a contrary Courſe d 
Vice; how can we ſufficiently condemn the Stupidity 
or Madneſs of thoſe Perſons who are capable of making 
ſo abſurd a Choice ? 

Every wiſe Man therefore will conſider this Lit 
only as it may conduce to the Happineſs of the other, 
and chearfully ſacrifice the Pleaſures of a few Year 
to thoſe of an Eternity. 
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The MounTaAiN of MISERIES: A VIS Ion 


By outavard Sheav, | 
Men judge of Happineſs and Wee 
Seek Virtue, and of that poſſeſt, 

To Providence reſign the reſt. Gay, 


T is a celebrated Thought of Socrates, that if al Th 
1 the Misfortunes of Mankind were caſt into 3 ＋ ne gr. 
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he Stock, in order to be equally diſtributed among 
he whole Species, thoſe who now think themſcive3 
he moſt unhappy, would prefer the Share they are 
already poſſeſſed of, before that which would fall to 
hem by ſuch a Diviſion. Horace has carried this 
hought a great Deal further; which implies, that 
he Hardſhips or Misfortunes we lie under, are more 
aly to us than thoſe of any other Perſon would 
de, in Caſe we ſhould change Conditions with 
im, 

As I was ruminating on theſe two Remarks, and 
ated in my Elbow Chair, I inſenſibly fell a ſleep ; 
when, on a Sudden, methought there was a Procla- 
pation made by Jupiter, that every Mortal ſhould 
being in his Griefs and Calamities, and throw them 
vgether in a Heap. There was a large Plain ap- 
painted for this Purpoſe. I took my Stand in the 
enter of it, and ſaw with a great Deal of Pleaſure 
the whole human Species marching one after another, 
and throwing down their ſeveral Loads, which im- 


ſe of atcly grew up into a prodigious Mountain, that 
idit emed to rife above the Clouds. 
kin | ere was a certain Lady of a thin airy Shape, 


Fo was very active in this Solemnity. She carried 
Imaynifying Glaſs in one of her Hands, and was 
ther bathed in a looſe flowing Robe, embroidered with 
en Es! Figures of Fiends and Spectres, that diſcovered 
ttemſelves in a Thouſand chimerical Shapes, as her 
Uirment hovered in the Wind. There was ſome— 
ling wild and diſtracted in her Looks. Her Name 
FP Fancy. She led up every Mortal to the appointed 

Place, after having very officiouſly aſſiſted him in 
making up his Pack, and laying it upon his Shoulders. 
My Heart melted within me to ſee my Fellow Crea- 
wes groaning under their refpective Burthens, and 


AY, o conlider that prodigious Bulk of human Calamiticz 

F nch lay before me. 

pub- There were however ſeveral Perſons who cave 
ien great Diverſion upon this Occaſion, I obſerved 
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one bringing in a Fardel very carefully conceil 
under an old embroidered Cloak, which upon hi 
throwing it into the Heap, I diſcovered to be be. 
verty, Another, after a great deal of Puffing, threw 
down his Luggage; which, upon examining, I fouul 
to be his Wife, 

There were Multitudes of Lovers faddled with 
very whimſical Burthens, compoſed of Darts nl 
Fiames ; but what was very odd, though they ſighe 
as if their Hearts would break under theſe Bunde 
of Calamities, they could not perſuade themſelves b 
caſt them into the Heap when they came up toit; 
but after a few faint Efforts, ſhook their Heads, and 
marched away, as heavy loaden as they came. | (ay 
Multitudes of old Women throw down their Win. 
kles, and ſeveral young ones who ſtripped themſche 
of a tawny Skin. There were very great Heaps of 
red Noſes, large Lips, and ruſty 'T'eeth. The Truth 
ef it is, I was ſurpriſed to fee the greateſt Part of the 
Mountain made up of bodily Deformities. Obſerving 
one advance towards the Heap with a larger Cargo 
than ordinaty upon his Back, I found upon his nearer 
Approach, that it was only a natural Hump, which he 
diſpoſed of with great Joy of Heart, among this Col. 
tection of human Miſeries. There were likewilt 
Diſtempers of all Sorts, though I could not but ob- 
ierve, that there were many more imaginary than real. 
One little Packet I could not but take Notice ol, 
which was a Complication of all the Diſeaſes incident 
to human Nature, and was in the Hand of a grett 
many fine People: This was called the Spleen, But 
what moſt of all ſurpriſed me, was a Remark I made 
that there was not a ſingle Vice or Folly thrown into tte 
v. hole Heap: At which I was very much aſtonilhes 
having concluded within myſelf, that every one wound 
tuke this Opportunity of getting rid of his Pathons, 
Prejudices, and Frailties, 

i took Norice in particular of a very proven 
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Fellow, whom I did not queſtion came loaded with his 
mes; but upon ſearching into his Bundle, I found 
that inftead of throwing his Guilt from him, he had 
only laid down his Memory. He was followed by 
another worthleſs Rogue, who flung away his Modeſty 
inflead of his Ignorance, 

When the whole Race of Mankind had thus cal: 
their Burthens, the Fantome, which had bcen fo buty 
on this Occaſion, ſeeing me an idle Spectator of what 
paſſed, approached towards me. | grew uncaly at her 
Preſence, when on a Sudden ſhe held her magnitying 
Glaſs full before my Eyes. I no ſooner ſaw my Free 


and 

ſy init, but was ſtartled at the Shortneſs of it, which 
in- row appeared to me in the utmoſt Aggravation. I te 
ves inmoderate Breadth of the Features made me very 
nuch out of Humour with my own Countenaice ; 
uth rpon which I threw it from me like a Maſt, It hap- 
the WM pened very luckily, that one who ſtood by me had juit 
in; before thrown down his Viſage, which it ſcems was 
o long for him. It was indecd extended to a molt 
ret ſtameful Length: I belicve the very Chin was, mo- 
he eettiy (peaking, as long as my whole Face. We had 
dl. boch of us an Opportunity of mending ourſelves ; and 
ie Mal the Contributions being now brought in, every 
3b. WY lan was at Liberty to change his Misfortune for thoſe 
al, ef another Perſon. But as there aroſe many new 
of, WH incidents in the Sequel of my Viſion, I ſhall reſerve 
nt dem for the Subject of my next Paper. 

eat 

9 has — 
Je, 

tho The VISION continued, 

0, 


All gracious Providence is good and wiſe, 
dike in what it gives, and æubat denies, Porr. 


N my laſt Paper, I gave my Readers a Sight of that 
Mountain of Miſeries, which was made up of 
bſe ſeveral Calamities that aMi& the Minds of Men ; 
thay with unſpeakable Pleaſure, the whole. Species 
P 3 thus: 
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thus delivered from its Sorrows ; though at the ſims 
lime, as we ſtood round the Heap, and ſurveyed the 
ſeveral Materials of which it was compoſed, there wa 
icarce a Mortal, in this vaſt Multitude, who did not dif. 
cover what he thought Pleaſures and Bleflings of Life, 
and wondered how the Owners of them ever came ty 
00k upon them as Burthens and Grievances, 

As we were regarding very attentiwely this Confuſon 
of Vliſcries, this Chaos of Calamity, Jupiler iſſued out 
a ſecend Proclamation, that every one was now tt 
L1berty to change his Affliction, and to return to his 
Habitation with any other ſuch Bundle as fhould be 
delivered to him. 

Upon this, Fancy began sgain to beſtir herſelf, and 
parcell ng up the whole Heap with incredible Adtivit, 
recommended to every one his particular Packet, 
Ine Hurry and Confuſion at this Time was not 
to be expreſſed. Some Obſervations which I made 
upon the Occaſion, I ſhall communicate to the Pub. 
tic. A venerable grey-headed Man, who had lad 
down the Cholic, and who I found wanted an Heir 
to his Eſtate, ſnatched up an undutiful Son, that bal 
been thrown into the Heap by an angry Father, 
The graceleſs Youth, in Jeſs than a Quarter of an 
Hour, pulled the old Gentleman by the Beard, and 
had like to have knocked his Brains out; fo that 
meeting the true Father, who came towards him 
ina Fit of the Gripes, he begged him to taxe bis 
Son again, and give him back his Cholic ; but they 
were incapable either of them to recede from the 
Choice they had made. A poor Galley Slave, who 
nad thrown down his Chains, took up the Gout in 
their Stead ; but made ſuch wry Faces, that one might 
eaſily perceive he was no great Gainer by the Bar- 
gain. It was pleaſant enough to ſes the ſeveral Ex. 
changes that were made, for Sickneſs againſt Poverty, 
Hunger againſt Want of Appetite, and Care again 
Pain, 
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The Female World were very buſy among them- 
{:lvzs in bartering for Features; one was trucking 
a Lock of grey Hairs for a Carbuncle ; another was 
making over a ſhort Waiſt for a Pair of round Shoul- 
ders; and a third cheapening a bad Face for a loſt Re- 
putation : But on all theſe Occaſions, there was not 
one of them who did not think the new Blemiſh, as 
ſoon as ſhe had got it into her Poſſeſſion, much more 
diſagreeable than the od one. 1 made the ſame Ob- 
ſervation on every other Misfortune or Calamity, which 
every one in the Aſſembly brought upon himſelf, in 
Lieu of what he had parted with ; whether it be that all 
the Evils which befall us, are in ſome Meaſure ſuited 
aud proportioned to our Strength, or that very Evil be- 


- * D . * 
comes more ſupportable by our being accuſtomed to it, 


| ſhall not determine. 

I could not from my Heart forbear pitying the poor 
hump backed Gentleman mentioned in the former 
Paper, who went off a very well-ſhaped Perſon with 
a Stone in his Bladder ; nor the fine Gentleman who 
had ſtruck up a Bargain with him, that limped 
through the whole Aflembly of Ladies who uſed to 
admire him, with a Pair of Shoulders pecping over 
his Head, | | 
TI muſt not omit my own particular Adventure.— 
My Friend with the long Viiage had no ſooner ta- 
ken upon him my ſhort Face, but he made ſuch a gro- 
teſque Figure in it, that as I locked upon him I could 
not forbear laughing at myſelf, inſomuch that I put 
my own Face out of Countenance. The poor Gen- 
tleman. was ſo ſenſible of the Ridicule, that I found 
de was aſhamed of what he had done: On the other 
dide, I found that I myſelf had got no great Reaſon 
to triumph; for as I went to touch my Forehead, I 
miſled the Place, and clapped my Finger upon my up- 
per Lip. Beſides, as my Noſe was exceeding promi- 
nent, I gave it two or three unlucky Knocks, as I was 
playing my Hand about my Face, and aiming at ſome 

other 
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other Part of it. I ſaw two other Gentlemen by ne, 
who were in the ſame ridiculous Circumſtances -— 
Theſe had made a fooliſh Swap between a Couple of 
thick bandy Legs, and two long Trap-ſticks that had 
no Calves to them. One of theſe looked like a Man 
walking upon Stilts, and was fo lifred up into the 
Air above his ordinary Height, that his Head turned 
round with it; while the other made ſuch aukwarl 
Circles as he attempted to walk, that he ſcarce kney 
how to move forward upon his new Supporters: Ob. 
ſerving him to be a very pleaſant Kind of q Fellow, I 
ſtruck my Cane into the Ground, and told him! 
would lay him a Bottle of Wine, that he did not 
march up to it on a Line, that I drew for him, ina 
Quarter of an Hour, 

[he Heap was at laſt diſtributed among the two 
Sexes, who made a molt piteous Sight, as they wan- 
dered up and down under the Preſſure of their ſeveral 
Burdens. Tune whole Plain was filled with Murmur 
and Complaints, Groans and Lamentations, Jupitr 
at Length, taking Compaſſion. on the poor Mortals, 
ordered them a ſecond Time to lay down their Loads, 
with a Deſign to give every one his own again. They 
diſcharged themſelves with a great Deal of Pleaſure; 
after which, the Fantome, which had led them into 
ſuch groſs Deluſion, was commanded to dilappear. 
There was ſent in her Stead a Goddeſs of a quite dit. 
ferent Figure: Her Motions were ſteady and compoſed, 
and her Aſpect ſerious and chearful. She every now 
and then caſt her Eye towards Heaven, and fixed them 
upon Jupiter: Her Name was Patience. She had no 
ſooner placed herſelf by the Mount of Sorrows, but, 
what I thought very remarkable, the whole Heap ſank 
to ſuch a Degree, that it did not appear a third Part ſo 
big as it was before. She afterwards returned every 
Man his own. proper Calamity, and teaching him 
how to bear it in the moſt commodious Manner, he 
marched off with it contentedly, being very r 
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pleaſed that he had not been left to his own Choice, as 
to the Kind of Evils which fell to his Lot. 

Beſides the ſeveral Pieces of Morality to be drawn 
out of this Viſion, | learned from it, never to repine at 
my own Misfortunes, or to envy the Happineſs of 
another, ſince it is impoſſible for any Man to form a 
right Judgment of his Neighbour's Sufftcrings ; for 
which Reaſon alſo I have determined, never to think 
too lightly of another's Complaints, but to regard the 
Sorrows of my Fellow Creature with Sentiments of 
Humanity and Compaſſion. 


— 


De VISION f ALMET: An EASTEAN 
STORM. 


Fortune her Gifts may variouſly diſpoſe; 
And the/e be happy cull d, unhappy theſe : 
But Heawen's juſt Balance equal «vill appear, 
I bile tha/e are plac'd in Hope, and theſe in Fear. a 
p 0 PE, 


LM ET, the Derviſe, who watched the facred 

Lamp in the Sepulchre of the Prophet, as he 
one Day roſe up from the Devotions of the Morning, 
which he had performed at the Gate of the Temple, 
with his Body turned towards the Eaſt, and his Fore- 
head on the Cooth, ſaw before him a Man in ſplendid 
Apparel, attended by a long Ketinue, who gazed 
ſtedfaſtly on him, with a Look of mournful Com- 
placency, and ſeemed deſirous to ſpeak, but unwilling 
to offend, | 

The Derviſe, after a ſhort Silence, advanced, and 
aluting him with the calm Dignity which Inde- 
pendence confers upon Humility, requeſted that he 
would reveal his Purpoſe, 

* Almet, {aid the Stranger, thou ſeeſt before thee 
a Man, whom the Hand of Proſperity has over- 
whelſmed with W retchedneſs. Whatever I once de- 
ved as the Means of Happineſs, I now poſſeſs; ont 
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Lam not yet happy, and therefore I deſpair, I rear 
the Lapſe of Time, becauſe it glides away without 
Enjoyment ; and as I expect nothing in the future bu 
the ade of the paſt, k do not wiſh that the futun 
. ſhould arrive. Vet | tremble leſt it ſhould be cut of; 
and my Heart ſinks, when I anticipate the Moment, 
in which Eternity ſhall cloſe over the Vacuity of ny 
Life, like the Seas upon the Path of a Ship, and lene 
no Traces of my Exiſtence more durable than the Fur. 
row which remains after the Waves have united. [f 
in the Treaſures of thy Wiſdom, there is any Precept 
to obtain Felicity, vouchſafe it to me : For this Pur. 
poſe am | come; a Purpoſe which yet I feared to te- 
veal, leſt, like all the former, it ſhould be difappoint- 
ed.” Alnmect liſtened with Looks of Aſtoniſhment and 
Pity, to this Complaint of a Being, in whom Reaſon 
was known to be a Pledge of Immortality: But the e. 
renity of his Countenance ſoon returned; and ftretch- 
ing out his Hands towards Heaven, Stranger,“ fail 
he, the Knowledge which I have received from the 
Prophet, I will communicate to thee. 

As | was fitting once at the Porch of the Temple, 
33 and alone, mine Eyes wandered among the 

ultitude that was ſcattered before me; and while 
I remarked the Warineſs and Solicitude which was 
viſible in every Countenance, I was ſuddenly ſtruck 
with a Senſe of their Condition, Wretched Mortals, 
ſaid I, to what Purpoſe are you buſy ? If to produce 
Happineſs, by whom is it enjoyed? Do the Linens 
of Egypt, and the Silks of Perſia, beitow Felicity on 
thoſe who wear them, equal to the Wretchednels ct 
. yonder Slaves, whom I fee leading the Camels that 
bring them? Is the Fineneſs of the Texture, or tie 


Splendor of the 'Tints, regarded with Delight by 
thoſe, to whom Cuſtom has rendered them fami- 
liar ? Or, can the Power of Habit render others in- 
ſenſible of Pain, who live only to traverſe the De- 
ſart; a Scene of dreadful Uniformity, where a bal- 
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ten Level is bounded only by the Horizon; where no 
Chance of Proſpect, nor Variety of Images, relieve 
the Traveller from a Senſe of Toil and Danger; of 
Whirlwinds, which in a Moment may bury him in 
the Sand; and of Thirſt, which the Wealthy have 
ziven half their Poſſeſſions to allay? Do thoſe on whom 
hereditary Diamonds ſparkle with unregarded Luitre, 
rain from the Poſſeſſion what is loſt by the Wretch 
who ſeeks them in the Mine : Who lives excluded 
from the common Bounties of Nature; to whom even 
the Viciſſitude of Day and Night is not known ; who 
ſghs in perpetual Darkneſs, and whoſe Life is one 
mournful Alternative of Inſenſibility and Labour? 
If thoſe are not happy who poſſeſs, in Proportion as 
thoſe are wretched who beſtow, how vain a Dream is 
the Life of Man ! And if there is indeed ſuch Ditfer- 
ence in the Value of Exiſtence, how ſhall we acquit 
of Partiality the Hand by which this Difference has 
deen made? 

„While my Thoughts thus multiplied, and my 
Heart burnt within ne, I became ſenſible of a ſud- 
den Influence from above. The Streets and the 
Crowds of Mecca diſappeared. I found myſelf fitting 
on the Declivity of a Mountain, and perceived at my 
right Hand an Angel, whom I knew to be Axoran, 
the Miniſter of Reproof. When I ſaw him I was 
araid, I caſt mine Eyes upon the Ground, and was 
about to deprecate his Anger, when he commanded 
me to be filent. Almet, ſaid he, thou haſt devoted 
thy Life to Meditation, that thy Counſel might de- 
luer Ignorance from the Mazes of Error, and deter 
kreſumption from the Precipice of Guilt; but the 
Book of Nature thou haſt read without Underſtanding : 
to 45 open before thee ; look up, conſider it, and 

wile,” ' 

looked up, and beheld an Incloſure, beautiful as 
the Gardens of Paradiſe, but of a ſmall Extent. 
Through the Middle, there was a green Walk; af 
de End, a wild Deſart; and beyond, * 
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Darkneſs. The Walk was ſhaded with Trees of e. 
1 Kind, that were covered at once with Bloſſoms 
and Fruit; innumerable Birds were ſinging in the 
Branches; the Graſs was intermingled with Flower, 
which impregnated the Breeze with Fragrance, and 
painted the Path with Beauty: On the one Side flowed 
a gentle tranſparent Stream, which was juſt heard tg 
murmur over the golden Sands that ſparkled at the 
Bottom; and on the other were Walks and Bowers, 
Fountains, Grottos, and Caſcades, which diverſißed 
the Scene with endleſs Variety, but did not conceal 
the Bounds. 

« While I was gazing in a Tranſport of Delight and 
Wonder on this enchanting Spot, I perceived a Man 
ſtealing along the Walk with a thoughtful and deli- 
terate Pace: His Eyes were fixed upon the Earth, 
and his Arms crofled on his Boſom ; he ſometimes 
ſtarted as if a ſudden Pang had ſeized him ; his 
Countenance expreſſed Solicitude and Terror; he 
looked round with a Sigh, and having gazed a Mo- 
ment on the Deſart that lay before him, he ſeemed as 
if he wiſhed to ſtop, but was impelled forward by 
ſome inviſible Power: His Features, however, ſoon 
ſettled again into a calm Melancholy ; his Eyes were 
again fixed on the Ground, and he went on as before, 
with apparent Reluctance, but without Emotion, 
I was ſtruck with this Appearance; and turning 
haſtily to the Angel, was about to enquire, what 
could produce ſuch Infelicity in a Being, ſurround- 
ed with every Object that could gratify every Senſe; 
but he prevented my Requeſt : © The Book of 
Nature, ſaid he, is before thee; look up, conſi- 
der it, and be wiſe.” I looked and beheld a Valley 
between two Mountains that were craggy and bar- 
ren: On the Path there was no Verdure, and the 
Mountains afforded no Shade; the Sun burnt in 
the Zenith, and every Spring was dried up: But the 
Valley terminated in a Country that was pleaſant and 


fertile, ſhaded with Woods, and adorned with Build- 
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be. Nes. At a ſecond View, I diſcovered a Man in this 
alley, meagre indeed and naked, but his Coun- 
nance was chearful, and his Deportment active: 
He kept his Eye fixed upon the Country before him, 
ad looked as it he would have run, but that he was re- 
rained, as the other had been impelled, by ſome ſe- 
| to et Influence: Sometimes, indeed, I perceived a ſud- 
the Nen Expreſſion of Pain, and ſometimes he ſtepped ſhort 
vs if his Foot was pierced by the Aſperities of the 
Way; but the Sprightlineſs of his Countenance ine. 
antly returned, and he paſſed forward without Ap- 
zzrance of Repining or Complaint. 


and | turned again towards the Angel, impatient to en- 
lan eure from what ſecret Source Happineſs was derived, 
ell. Win a Situation ſo different from that in which it might 
th, Ne been expected; but he again prevented my Re- 


nes eueſt: © Alrert, ſaid he, remember what thou haft 
his feen, and let this Memorial be written upon the Pa- 
he I blet of thy Heart. Remember, Almet, that the World 
lo- Nia which thou art placed, is but the Road to another ; 
| as and that Happineſs depends not upon the Path, but 
by ne End: The Value of this Period of thy Exiſtence, 
on is fixed by Hope and Fear. The Wretch who wiſhed 
ere {Wi linger in the Garden, who looked round upon its 
re, Limits with Terror, was deſtitute of Enjoyment, be- 
on, aauſe he was deſtitute of Hope, and was perpetually 
ng bormented by the Dread of loſing that which he did 
hat dot enjoy. The Song of the Birds had been repeated 
id- WW! it was not heard, and the Flowers had ſo often re- 
e ; Naured, that their Beauty was not ſeen; the River 
of elided by unnoticed, and he feared to lift his Eye to 
i- ue Proipet, left he ſhould behold the Waſte tha 

ley ercumſoribed it. But he that toiled through the Val- 
u- by was happy, becauſe he looked forward with Hope. 
be bus, to the Sojourner upon Earth, it is of little 
in Moment, whether the Path he treads be ſtrewed with 
be flowers or with Thorns, if he perceive himſelf to 
nd proach thoſe Regions, in Compariſon of which the 
do Thorns and the Flowers of this Wilderneſs loſe their 
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be loſt upon thee; but go thy Way, let thy Flock 
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Diſtinction, and are both alike impotent to give Pl. 
ſure or Pain, 


What then has eternal Wiſdom unequally di Ala 
tributed ? "That which can make every Station happy; The 
and without which every Station mult be wretched, | The 
acquired by Virtue; and Virtue is poſſible to all. Re. 2 
member, Almet, the Viſion which thou haſt ſeen; and By: 
let my Words be written on the Tablet of thy Heart 
that thou mayſt direct the Wanderer to Happineſs, and © 
juſtify God to Man.“ 2 | 
While the Voice of Azoran was yet ſounding in ach 
Ear, the Proſpe& vaniſhed from before me, and Occaſt 
found myſelf again fitting at the Porcl: of the Temple, iſs cry 
The Sun was gone down, the Multitude was reti rere 3 
to Reſt, and the ſolemn Quiet of Midnight concurred e to t 
with the Reſolution of my Doubts to complete tel obſe 
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Tranquillity of my Mind. 

Such, my Son, was the Viſion which the Prophet 
vouchſafed me, not for my Sake only, but for thine. 
Thou haſt ſought Felicity in temporal Things; and 
therefore. thou art diſappointed. Let not Inſtruction 


clothe the Naked, and thy Table feed the Hungry; 
deliver the Poor from Oppreſſion, and let thy Conver- 
ſation be above. Thus ſhalt thou rejoice in Hope, di 
look forward to the End of Life, as the Conſummz-{i'ealc 
tion of thy Felicity. e 

Almet, in whoſe Breaſt Devotion kindled as he ſpabe, 
returned into the Temple, and the Stranger departed neſs | 
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Alas ! you hnoxv the Cauſe 100 quell : 
The Salt is fpilt, to me it fell : 
Then, f contribute to my Loſs, 
The H and Fork avere laid a-croſs. 
Laſ Night, I vob to Hearn tis true, 
Bounce from the Fire a Coffin flew. GAY. 
OING Yeſterday to dine with an old Acquaint— 
5 ance, I had the Misfortune to find his whole 
Family very much dejected. Upon afking him the 
Occaſion of it, he told me that his Wife had dreamt 
zvery ſtrange Dream the Night before, which they 
were afraid portended ſome Misfortune to themſelves 
or to their Children. At her coming into the Room, 
| obſerved a ſettled Melancholy in her Countenance, 
which I ſhould have been troubled for, had I not 
heard from whence it proceeded. We were no ſooner 
ſat down, but, after having looked upon me a little 
while, + My Dear, ſays ſhe, turning to her Huſband, 
Jo may now ſee the Stranger that was in the Candle 
it Night.” Soon after this, as they began to talk of 
Tam ly Affairs, a little Boy at the lower End of the 
Table told her, thzt he was to go into Joining-hand 
on Thurfday : ** Thurſday ! ſays ſhe, no Child, if it 
leaſe God, you ſhall not begin upon Childermas-day ; 
el your Writing-Maſter that Friday will be ſoon e- 
2h.” I was reflecting within myſelf on the Odd- 
neſs of her Fancy, and wondering that any Body 
would eſtabliſh it as a Rule to loſe a Day in every 
Week, In the Midſt of theſe my Muſings, {he deſired 
me to reach her a little Salt upon the Point of my 
Anife, which I did in ſuch a Trepidation and Hurry 
i Obedience, that I let it drop by the Way; at 
Waich ſhe immediately ſtartled. and ſaid it fell towards 
ter. Upon this 1 looked very blank; and, obſerving: 
te Concern of the whole Table, began to conſider 
nyſelf, with ſome Confuſion, as a Perſon that had 
wouzht a Diſaſter upon the Family, The Lady how- 
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ever recovering herſelf, after a little Space ſaid tc her 
Huſband with a Sigh, ** My Dear, Misfortunts new 
come fingle.” My Friend, I found, acted but a 
Under-part at his Table, and being a Man of weg 


Misfc 


dents. 


Gocd- nature than Underſtanding, thinks himſelt . 1 > 
bliged to fall in with all the Paſſions and Humouis of hi = 
Yoke-fellow : Do you remember, Child, ſaid ſhe, 111 
that the Pigeon-houte fell the very Afternoon that our * N. 
caicleſs Wench ſpilt the Salt upon the Fable? Yo, ou 
ſzys he, my Dear, and the next Poit brought us ai de 
Account of the Battle of Almanza I he Reader nuy 2 
7155 at the Figure 1 made, after having done all thi oy 
Miſchief. I diſpatched my Dinner as ſoon as I could, 5 ; 
with my uſual Taciturnity ; when, to my utter Con. I; 
ſuſion, the Lady ſeeing me quitting my Knife an <1] 
Fork, and Jaying them aciols one another upon my Wor 
Plate, deſired me chat 1 would humour her ſo far as t9 0 
take them out of that Figure, and place them Side by to 
Side, What the Abſurdity was which I had commit- * 
ted I did not know, but I ſuppoſe there was ſome tra- 7 
ditionary Superſtition in it; and therefore, in Obe. Pon 
dience to the Lady of the Houſe, I diipoſed of 7 bar 
Knife and Fork in two parallel Lines, which is a Ft- that 
pre I ſhall always lay them in for the future, though that 
do not know any Reaſon for it. Bo 


It is not difficult for a Man to ſee that a Perſon 21 
has conceived an Averſion for him. Fer my own £1 
Part, I quickly found, by the Lady's Looks, that lhe A 
regarded me as a very odd Kind of a Fellow, with an 


> k . TOC 
unfortunate Aſpect : For which Reaſon I took my 15 
Leave immediately after Dinner, and withdrew 08 2 e. 
O 


my own Lodgings. Upon my Return Home, J fell 
into a profound Contemplation on the Evils bat ye. 
attend thoſe ſuperſtitious Follies of Mankind; hen 
they ſubject us to imaginary Afflictions, and additional 
Sorrows, that do not properly come within our Lot Do 
As if the natural Calamities of Life weie not tutncteil 5 


for it, we turn the moſt indifferent Circumſtances M. 
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\isfortunes, and ſuffer as much from trifling Acci- 
tents, as from real Evils. I have known the Shoot- 
ing of a Star ſpoil a Night's Reſt; and have teen a 
Ma tin Love grow pale and loſe his Appetite, upon 
tie plucking of a merry Thought, A Screech Owl 
it Midnight has alarmed a Family, more than a Band 
of Robbers; nay, the Voice of a Cricket hath ſtruck 
more Terror, than the roaring of a Lion. T here is 
nothing ſo inconſiderable, which may not appear dread. 
ful to an Imagination filled with Omens and Prog not- 
ticks. A ruſty Nail, or crooked Pin, ſhoots up into 
Prodigies. 

remember I was once ina mixt Aſſembly, that was 
full of Norſe and Mirth, when on a ſudden an old 
Woman unluckily obſerved there were thirteen of us 
in Company. This Remark ftruck a panic Terror 
into ſeveral who were preſent, inſomuch that one or 
two of the Ladies were going to leave the Room; but 
a Friend of mine taking Notice that one of our Female 
Companions was big with Child, afirmed there were 
fourteen in the Room, and that inſtead of portenJing 
that one of the Company ſhould die, it plainly foretold 
that one of them ſhould be born. Had not my Þricnd 
found this Experiment to break the Omen, | queſtion 
not but Half the Women in the Company would have: 
fallen ſick that very Night. FE. 

An old Maid, that is troubled with the Vapours, 
produces infinite Diſturbances of this Kind among her 


Friends and Neighbours. I know a Maiden Aunt of 


a great Family, who is one of thoſe antiquated $1hz/s, 
that forebodes and propheſies from one End cf the 
Year to the other. She is always ſeeing Apparitions, 
and hearing Dead-watches; and- was the other Day 
molt frightened out of her Wits by the great Houle 
Dog, that howled in the Stable at the Time when {he 


lay ill of the Tooth- ach. Such an extravagant Caſt of 


Mind engages Multitudes af People not only in imper- 
tinent ! error, but in ſupernumerary Dutics of Life; 
and ariſes from that Fear and Iznorance which arc na- 
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tural to the Soul of Man. The Horror with which 
we entzrtain the ] houghts of Death, (or indeed of am 
future Evil) and the Uncertainty of its Approach, fl 
a melancholy Mind with innumerable Apprehenſn; 
and Suſpicions, and conſequently diſpoſe it to the 0h. 
tervation of ſuch groundlets Prodigies and Prediction 
For as it is the chief Concern of wiſe Men, to retrench 
the Evils of Life by the Reaſonings of Philoſophy; i 
is the Employment of Fools to multiply them by the 
Sentiments of Superſtition, 

For my own Part, I ſhould be very much trouble 
were | endowed with, this divining Quality, though it 
ſhould inform me truly of every Thing that can befi 
me. I would not anticipate the Reliſh of any Happ. 
neſs, nor feel the Weight of any Miſery, before it ac- 
tually arrives, 

I know but one Way of fortifying my Soul again 
theſe gloomy Preſages and Terrors of Mind ; and that 
is, by ſecuring to myſelf the Friendſhip and Protection 
of that Being, who diſpoſes of Events, and governs 
Futurity, He ſees at one View, the whole Thread of 
my Exiſtence, not only that Part of it which I have 
already pailed through, but that which runs forward 
into all the Depths of Eternity. When I lay me down 
to fleep, I recommend myſelf to his Care; when! 
awake, I give myſelf up to his Direction. Amidit al 
the Evils that threaten me, I will look up to him for 
Help, and queſtion not but he will either avert, or 
turn them to my Advantage. Though I know neither 
the Time nor the Manner of the Death I am to die, | 
am not at all folicitous about it; becauſe I am ſure 
that he knows them both, and that he will not fail ts 
eomfort and ſupport me under them, | 
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On GnosTs and APPARIT1IONS, 


When Apparitions fill the Mind, 
The Souls unnerv'd, and Reaſon s blind. R. 


Remember laſt Winter there were ſcveral young 
Girls of the Neighbourhood fitting about the 
Fire with my Landlady's Daughters, and telling Sto- 


ries of Spirits and Apparitions. Upon my opening 


the Door, the young Women broke off their Diſ- 
courſe; but my Landlady's Daughter telling them 
that it was no Body but the Gentleman, (for that is 
the Name that I go by in the Neignbourhood as well 
2s in the Family) they went on without minding me. 
| ſeated myſelf by the Candle that ſtood on a Table 
at one End of the Room; and pretending to read a 
Book that I took out of my Foucket, heard ſeveral 
dreadful Stories of Ghoſts as pale as Aſhes that 
had ſtood at the Foot of a Bed, or walked over a 
Church-yard by Moon-light: And of others that had 
been conjured into the Red Sea, for diſturbing Peo- 
ple's Nell, and drawing their Curtains at Midnight; 
with many other old Women's Fables of the like Na- 
ture, As one Spirit raiſed another, I oblerved that 
at the End of every Story, the whole Company cloſed 
their Ranks, and crouded about the Fire: I took 
Notice, in particular, of a little Boy, who was ſo at- 
tentive to every Story, that I am miſtaken if he ven- 
ture to go to Bed by himſelf thefe twelve Months. 
Indeed they talked ſo long, that the Imaginations of 
the whole Aſſembly were manifeſtly crazed, and I 
am ſure will be the worſe for it as long as they hve. 
[ heard one of the Girls, that had looked upon me 
over her Shoulder, aſking the Company how long 
| had been in the Room, and whether 1 did not look 
paler than I uſed to do. This put me under ſome Ap- 
prehenſions that I ſhould be forced to explain myſelf, 
if did not retire; for which Reaſon I took the 
Candle in my Hand, and went up into my Chamber, 

not 
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not without wondering at this unaccountable Wy. 
neſs in reaſonable Creatures, that they ſhould le 
to altoniſh and tertify one another. Were Ia Father, 
I ſhould take particular Care to preſerve my Children 
from thele little Horrors of Imagination, which they 
are apt to contract when they are young, and are nc 
able to ſhake of when they are in Years. | haz 
known a Soldier that has entered a Breach, affrivht. 
ed at his own Shadow; and look pale upon a little 
Scratching at his Door, who the, Day before had 
marched up againſt a Battery of Cannon. There 
are Inſtances of Perſons who have been terrified even 
to Diſtraction at the Figure of a Tree, or the ſhaking 
of a Bull-ruſh, The Truth of it is, I look upon 
ſound Imagination as the greateſt Bleſſing of Life, 
next to a clear judgment and a good Conſcience. In 
the mean Time, ſince there are very few whoſe Minds 
are not more or leſs ſubjec to theſe dreadful Thoughts 
and Apprehenſions, we ought to arm ourſelvcs 2. 
gainſt them by the Dictates of Reaſon and Religion, 
to pull the old Woman out of our Hearts, and extin- 
guiſh thoſe impertinent Notions which we imbibed at 
a I ime when we were not able to judge of their 


n_ 


— 


The IMPORTANCE of the early CHOICE JA 
CALLING, and the Perſeverance in it. 


Be avell advis'd, and vary Counſel make, 
* fire thou doft any Buſineſs undertake ; 
When undertaken, thy Iindeawonrs bend, 


To bring thy Afions'to a perfe End, RaNnDOLPH, 


T is never without very melancholy Reflections 
that we can obſerve the Miſconduct or Miſcat— 
riage of thoſe Men, who ſeem, by the Force of Un- 
deritanding, or Extent of Knowledge, exempted from. 
the general Frailties of human Nature, and privileged 


from the common Infelicities of Life. Though * 
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World is crouded with Scenes of Calamity, we look 
fr the moſt Part upon the general Maſs of Wietch- 
elne ls with very little Regard, and fix our Eyes upon 
the State of particular Perſons, whom the Eminence 
of their Qualities marks out from the Multicude : 
As, in reading the Account of a Battle, we ſeldom 
reflect on the vulgar Heaps of Slaughter, but follow 
the Hero with our whole Attention, throuch all the 
Varieties of, his Fortune, without a Thought of the 
Thouſands that are falling round bim. 

With the ſame Kind of anxious Veneration I have, 
for many Years, been making Obtervations on the 
Life of Polyphilus; a Man whom all his Acquaintances 
have, from his firſt Appearance in the World, feared 
for the Quickneſs of his Diſcernment, and admired 
for the Multiplicity of his Attainments; but whoſe 
Progreſs in Life, and whoſe Uſefulneſs tu Mankind, 
have perhaps been hindered by the Superfluity of his 
Knowledge, and the Celerity of his Mind. 

Poiyphilus was remarkable at the School for ſur- 
paſſing all his Companions, without any viſible Ap- 
plication : And at the Univerſity was diftinguiſhed 
equally for his ſucceſsful Progreſs, as well through the 
rough and thorny Mazes of Science, as the ſmooth 
and flowing Parts of politer Literature; without any 
ſtrict Confinement to Hours of Study, or any remark- 
able Forbearance of the common Amulements of 
young Men. 

When Polyphilus was at the Age in which Men 
uſually chuſe their Profeſſion, and prepare to enter in- 
to a public Character, every academical Eye was fixed 
upon him; and all were curious to enquire what this 
univerſal Genius would fix upon for the Employment 
of Life: And no Doubt was made, but that he would 
leave all his Cotemporaries behind him; and mount 
to the higheſt Honours of that Claſs in which he 
Ihould enliſt himſelf, without thoſe Delays and 


Pauſes which muſt always be endured by meaner 


Abilities, Poly- 
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Polyphilus, though by no Means inſolent or af. 
ſuming, had been ſufficiently encouraged - by utin- 
terrupted Succeſs, to place great Confidence in his 
own Parts; and was not below his Companions in the 
Indulgence of his Hopes and Expectation of the 
Aſtomſhment with which the World would be ſtruck, 
when firſt his Luſtte would break out upon it; 
nor could he help (for whom does not conſtant Flat. 
tery intoxicate ?) to join ſometimes in the Mirth cf 
his Friends, at the ſudden D:ſappearance of thoſe, who 
having ſhone a while, and drawn the Eyes of the Public 
upon their feeble Luſtre, were now doomed to fade 
away before him. 

It is natural for a Man to catch advantageous No- 
tions of the Condition, which thoſe with whom he 
converſes are ſtriving to attain. Polyphilus, in a 
Ramble to London, fell accidentally among the Phy- 
ſicians; and was ſo much pleaſed with the Proſpect 
of turning Philoſophy to Profit, and ſo highly de- 
lighted with a new Theory of Fevers, which darted 
into his Imagination, and which, after having conſi— 
dered in a few Hours, he found himſelf able to main- 
tain againſt all the Advocates for the ancient Syſtem, 
that he reſolved to apply himſelf to Anatomy, Botany, 
and Chemiſtry ; and to leave no Part unconquered, 
either of the animal, mineral, or vegetable Kingdoms. 

He therefore read Authors, conſtructed Syſtems, 
and tried Experiments. But unhappily, as he was 
going to ſee a new Plant in Flower at Chelſea, he met, 
in croſſing Neſiminſter to take the Water, the Ch 
cellor's Coach. He had the Curioſity to follow him 
into the Hall; where a remarkable Cauſe happened 
to be tried; and found himſelf able to produce ſo 
many Arguments which the Lawyers had omitted on 
both Sides, that he determined to quit Phyſic for 
a Profeſſion in which he found it would be ſo ea, 
to excel; and which promiſed higher Honours and 
larger Profits, without melancholy Arteneance Whey 

Alete, 
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Miſery, mean Submiſſion to Peeviſhneſs, and conti- 
wal Interruption of Reſt and Pleaſure. 

He immediately took Chambers in the Temple, 
bought a Common-Place Book, and confined himſelf 
or ſome Months to the Peruſal of the Statutes, 
Year-books, Pleadings, and Reports. He was 4 
conſtant Hearer of the Proceedings in the Courts, 
and began to put Caſes with reaſonable Accuracy. — 
But he ſoon diſcovered, by conſidering the Fortune 
of Lawyers, that Preferment was not to be got by 
Acuteneſs, Learning, and Eloquence. He was per- 
plexed by the Abſurdities of Attorneys, and Miſre- 
preſentations made by his Clients of their own Cauſes ; 
ty the uſeleſs Anxiety of one, and the inceſſant Im- 
portunity of another. He began to repent of having 
devoted himſelf to a Study, which was ſo narrow 


in its Cemprehenſion, which could never carry his, 


Name to any other Country; and thought it un— 
worthy of a Man of Parts, to ſell his Life only for 
Money. The Barrenneſs of his Fellow Students 
{reed him generally into other Company, at his 
tiours of Entertainment; and, among the Varieties 
1 through which his Curioſity was 
aly wandering, be, by Chance, mingled at a Ta- 
rern with ſome intelligent Officers of the Army. A 
Man of Letters was eaſily dazzled with the Gatety of 
their Appearance, and ſoftened into Kindneſs by the 
Politeneſs of their Addreſs. He therefore cultivated 
this new Acquaintance; and when he ſaw how rea- 
U:zthey found, in every Place, Admiſſion and Re- 
gard, and how' familiarly they mingled with every 
Rank and Order of Men, he began to feel his Heart 
beat for military Honours ; and wondered how the 
Prejudices ot the Univerſity ſhould have made him ſo 
jong inſenſible of that Ambition, which had fired 
ſo many Hearts in every Age; and negligent of 
that Calling, which is above all others, univer- 
ally and unvariably illuſtrious, and which gives 
even to the exterior Appearance of its Profeſſors, 
a 
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a Dignity and Freedom unknown to the Reſt of 
Mankind. 

Theſe favourable Impreſſions were made {| 
deeper by his Converſation with the Ladies; whoſe 
Regard for Soldiers he could not obterve without 
wiſhing himſelf one of that happy Fraternity, u 
which the Female World ſeemed to have devoted all 
their Charms and their Kindneſs. The Love of 
Knowledge, which was ſtil] his predominant Incli- 
nation, was gratified by the Recital of Adventures, 
and Accounts of foreign Countries; and therefore 
he thought there was no Way of Life in which all 
his Views could ſo completely concenter, as in that 
of a Soldier, In the Art of War, he thought it nat 
difficult to excel, having obſerved his new Friends 
not very much verſed in the Principles of Tacties or 
Fortification; and therefore he ſtudied all the mili- 
tary Writers, both ancient and modetn; and, in a 
ſhort Time, could tell how to have gained every re- 
markable Battle that had been loſt from the Begin- 
ning of the World. He often ſhewed at a Table, 
how Alexander ſhould have been checked in his Con- 
queſts, what was the fatal Error at Pharſalia, how 
Charles of Sweden might have eſcaped his Ruin at 
Pultawa, and Marlborough might have heen made to re- 
pent his Temerity at Blenheim. He entrenched Armies 
upon Paper, ſo that no Superiority of Numbers could 
force them ; and modelled in Clay many impregnable 
Fortrefles, on which the preſent Arts of Attack would 
be exhaufted without Effect. 

Polyphilus in a ſhort Time obtained a Commiſion; 
but before he could rub off the Solemnity of a Scho- 
lar, and gain the true Air of military Vivacity, 4 
War was declared, and Forces ſent to the Continent. 
Here Polyphilus unhappily found, that Study alone 
would not make a Soldier : For, being much accuſ- 
tomed to think, the Senſe of Danger ſunk into his 
Mind, and he felt at the Approach of any Action 


that Terror which a Sentence of Death would wet 
brought 
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rought upon him. He ſaw, that inſtead of conquer- 
1s their Fears, the Endeavours of his gay Friends 
ele only to eſcape them : But his Philoſophy chained 
1oſle Wi: Mind jo its Object; and rather loaded him with 
out Whackles, than furniſhed him with Arms, He however 
to Whuppretied his Miſery in Silence, and paſſed through 
al ie Campaign with Honour; but found himſelf utter- 
y unable to ſupport another, 
He then had Recourſe again to his Books, and 
ontinued to range from one Study to another. As 
uſually viſit him once a Month, and am admitted 
o him without previous Notice, I have found him 
ithin this laſt Half Year decyphering the Ch:ne/e 
anzuage, making a Farce, collecting a Vocabulary 
f the obſolete lerms of the Engliſh Law, writing 
an Enquiry concerning the ancient Cerintbian Braſs, 
ili» and forming a new Scheme of the Variations of the 
n 2 Needle. 
re- Thus his powerful Genius, which might have 
in- {extended the Sphere of any Science, or bencfitted 
le, Ie World in any Profeſſion, is diflipated in a bound- 
2n- Ws Variety, without any Profit to others or himſelf. 
ow {Wie makes ſudden Irruptions into the Regions of 
at Knowledge, and ſees all Obſtacles give Way before 
re- bim; but he never ſtays long enough to complete 
ies Ibis Conqueſt, to eſtabliſh Laws, or bring away the 
11d poils. | 
ble Such is often the Folly of thoſe Men whom Na- 
uld ure has enabled to obtain Skill and Knowledge on 
Terms ſo eaſy, that they have no Senſe of the Vaiue 
n; Wo the Acquiſition; who are qualified to make ſuch 
10+ peedy Progreſs in Learning, that they think them- 
hes at Liberty to loiter in the Way; and often, 
nt. N hy turning aſide after every new Object, like Atalanta, 
ne ole the Race to flower Competitors, who preſs dili- 
" 1 forward, and whoſe Force is directed to a ſingle 
IS ont, 
on I baye often thought them happy that have been 
we R fixed, 
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fixed, from the firſt Dawn of "Thought, in a Dei 
mination to ſome State of Life, by the Choiced 
one whoſe Authority may preclude Caprice, a 
whoſe Influence may prejudice them in the Fay 
of his Opinion. The general Precept of conſvltin 
the Genius, is of little Uſe ; unleſs we are told he 
the Genius can be known. If it is to be diſcovered 
only by Experiment, Life will be loſt before th 
Reſolution can be fixed; if any other Inclination 
are to be found, they may perhaps be very early dif. 
cerned. At leaſt, if to — in an Attempt be 


Proof of having miſtaken the Direction of the Ge Mr unit 
nius, Men appear not leſs frequently deceived wil" Eff 
Regard to themſelves than to others: And thereſaf e Im 
no one has much Reaſon to complain, that his Ln an 
was planned out by Friends; or, to be confiden e Sen 
that he ſhould have had either more Honour or Hay erati 
ineſs, by being abandoned to the Chance of his owM* 8'*2 
Fancy, d Oe 
It was ſaid of the learned Sanderſon, that when engs. 


he was preparing his Lectures, he helitated ſo much, 
and rejected ſo often, that at the Time of reading 
he was often forced to produce, not what was bet 
but what happened to be at Hand, This will de 
the State of every Man, who in the Choice of hi 
Employment, balances all the Arguments on evey 
Side. The Complication is ſo intricate, the Motive 
and Objections ſo numerous; there is ſo much Ply 
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for the Inclination, and ſo much remains in the oy 
Power of others that (Reaſon forced at laſt to rel * 15 
in Neutrality) the Deciſion devol ves into the Hand . 
of Chance; and after a great Part of Life ſpent i * 4 
Enquiries which can never be reſolved, the reſt mul C | 
often paſs in repenting the unneceſlary Delay; ui; 4 
can be uſeful to few other Purpoſes, than to wan , 1 
others againſt the ſame Folly ; and to ſhew that of tw The 
States of Life equally conſiſtent with Religion and "ug 
Virtue, he who chuſes earlieſt, and perſeveres 10, . y | 


chuſes beſt, K 
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It is therefore of the utmoſt Importance, that all 
no have any Intention of doing well for themſelves 
others, and of acquiring a Reputation ſuperior to 
de common Names which are hourly ſinking into 
dblivion, and ſwept away by Time among the Re- 
e of Fame, ſhould add to their Reaſon and Spirit 
e Power of perſiſting in their Purpoſe ; ſince all 
e Performances of human Art, at which we look 
ich Praiſe cr Wonder, are Inſtances of the reſſſtleſs 
orce of Perſeverance. It is by this that the Quar- 
becomes a Pyramid, and that diſtant Countries 


tions 


di. 


be r 

GM united with Canals. If a Man were to compare 
wie Effect of a ſingle Stroke of the Pick-ax, or of 
eon dne [mpreffion of the Spade, with the general De- 
Ii and laſt Effect, he would be overwhelmed by 
dene Senſe of their Diſproportion: Yet thoſe petty 
Hay: perations, inceſſantly continued, at laſt ſurmount 
one greateſt Difficulties ; and Mountains are levelled, 


Oceans bounded by the ſlender Force of human 
eings. 


 INcITEMENT to Enterprize and Emulation. — Story 


1] te of the Admirable CRICHTON, 

f bag z. who deſpairing in dull Languor lies, | 

even To glorious Deeds avill newer, newer riſe ; 

= Lite a dull Weed, he wegetates and dies. R. 

| £14 

1 Have ſometimes heard it diſputed in Converſation, 
, A bether it be more laudable or deſirable, that a 
Ian en ſhould think too highly or too meanly of him- 
nt uk: It is on all Hands agreed to be beſf, that he 


ould think rightly ; but ſince a fallible Being will 
ways make ſome Deviations from exact Rectitude, 
is not wholly uſeleſs to enquire towards which Side 
ls fafer to decline. | 

The Pre udices of Mankind ſeem to favour him who 
s dy under. rating his own Powers; he is conſidered 
4 modeſt and harmleſs Member of Society, not 
R 2 likely 
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likely to break the Peace by Competition, to end: 
vour after ſuch Splendor of Reputation as may dim the 
Luſtre of others, or to interrupt any in the Enjoymen 
of themſelves; he is no Man's Rival, and therefor 
may be every Man's Friend. 

The Opinion which a Man entertains of himſe 
ought to be diſtinguiſhed, in order to an accurate Di 
cuſſion of this Queſtion, as it relates to Perſons or 
Things. To think highly of ourſelves in Compari 
with others, to aſſume by our own Authority that Pre 
cedence which none is willing to grant, muſt be: 
ways invidious and offenſive ; but to rate our Power 
hizh in Proportion to Things, and imagine ourſelx 
equal to great Undertakings, while we leave others 
Poſſeſſion of the ſame Abilities, cannot with equi 
Juſtice provoke Cenſure. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that Self-love may diſpoſe us i 
decide too haſtily in our own Favonr ; but who is hu 
by the Miſtake ? If we are incited by this vain Op 
nion to attempt more than we can perform, ours is tht 
Labour, and ours is the Diſgrace. 

But he that dares to think we!ll of himſelf, will nd 
always prove to be miſtaken ; and the good Eftedts ol 
his Confidence will then appear in great Attempts and 
great Performances : If he ſhould not fully complet 
his Deſign, he will at leaſt advance it ſo far as to lea 
an eaſier Taſk for him that ſucceeds him; and evi 
though he ſhould wholly fail, he will fail with Bo 
nour, 

But from the oppoſite Error, from torpid Deſponden 
cy can come no Advantage; it is the Froſt of the do 
which binds up all its Powers, and congeals Life! 
perpetual Sterility. He that has no Hopes of Succe" 
will make no Attempts; and where nothing | 4 
tempted, nothing can be done. == 

Every Man ſhould, therefore, endeavour to manta 
in himſelf a favourable Opinion of the Powers of tt 
human Mind; which are, perhaps, in every Ma 


greater than they appear, and might by diligent C9 
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tration, be exalted to a Degree beyond what their 
poſſeſſor preſumes to believe. There is ſcarce any 
Man but has found himſelf able at the Inftigation of 
Neceſſity, to do what in a State of Leiſure and Delibe- 
ation he would have concluded impoflible ; and ſome 
of our Species have ſignalized themſelves by ſuch At- 
chievements, as prove that there are few Things above 
human Hope. | 

It has been the Policy of all Nations to preſerve, 
by ſome public Monuments, the Memory of thoſe 
who have ſerved their Country by great Exploits ; 
there is the ſame Reaſon for continuing or reviving 
the Names of thoſe whoſe extenſive Abilities have dig- 
nified Humanity. An honeſt Emulation may be alike 
excited, and the Philoſpher's Curiofity 2 be in- 
famed by a Catalogue of the Works of Boyle or Ba- 
an, as Themgſticles was kept away by the Trophies of 
Miltiades. 

Among the Favourities of Nature that have from 

Time to Time appeared in the World, enriched with 
various Endowments and Contrarieties of Excellence, 
none ſeems to have been more exalted above the com- 
mon Rate of Humanity, than the Man known about 
two Centuries ago by the Appellation of the admirable 
Crichton; of whoſe Hiſtory, whatever we may ſup- 
preſs as ſurpaſſing Credibility, yet we ſhall upon in- 
conteſtible Authority relate enough to rank him a- 
mong Prodigies. 
Virtue, ſays Virgil, is better accepted when it comes 
in a pleaſing Form. The Perſon of Crichton was emi- 
nently beautiful; but his Beauty was conſiſtent with 
ſuch Activity and Strength, that in Fencing he would 
ſpring at one Bound the Length of twenty Feet upon 
bis Antagoniſt ; and he uſed the Sword in either Hand 
with ſuch Force and Dexterity, that ſcarce any one 
ted Courage to engage him. | | 

Having ſtudied at St Andrew's, in Scotland, he went 
to Paris in his twenty-firſt Year, and affixed on the 
R 3 Gate 
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Gate of the College of Navarre a Kind of Challeng: 
to the Learned of that Univerſity, to diſpute with then 
on a certain Day; offering to his Opponents, whoever 
they ſhould be, the Choice of ten Languages, and of al 
the Faculties and Sciences. On the Day appointed, 
three thouſand Auditors aſſembled, when four Doctor 
of the Church and fifty Maſters appeared againſt him; 
and one of his Antagoniſts confeſſes that the Dodos 
were defeated : That he gave Proofs of Knowledge 
above the Reach of Man; and that a hundred Yeas, 
paſſed without Food or Sleep, would not be ſufficient 
for the Attainment of his Learning. After a Diſpu- 
tation of nine Hours, he was preſented by the Prefident 
and Profeſſors with a Diamond and Purſe of Gold, and 
diſmiſſed with repeated Acclamations. 

From Paris he went away to Reme, where he made 
the ſame Challenge, and hac in the Preſence of the 
Pope and Cardinals the ſame Succeſs, Afterwards he 
contracted at Venice an Acquaintance with Aldus Ale 
nut ius, by whom he was intreduced to the Learned a 
tnat City; then viſited Padua, where he engaged in 
another public Diſputation, beginning his Perform. 
ance with an extempore Poem in Praiſe of the City 
and the Aſſembly then preſent, and concluJing with 
an Oration —_ unpremeditated in Commendatiu 
of Ignorance. | | 

He afterwards publiſhed another Challenge, in 
which he declared himſelf ready to detect the Error 
of Arijlatle and all his Commentators, either in the 
common Forms of Logic, or in any which his Ant 
goniſts ſhould propoſe, of a hundred different Kinds 
of Verſe. | 

Theſe Acquifitions of Learning, however ſtupen- 


dous, were not gained at the Expence of any Pleaſure 


which Youth generally indulges, or by the Omiſſion d 
any Accompliſhment in which it becomes a Gentle- 
man to excel: He praQtiſed in great Perfection the 
Arts of Drawing and Painting ; he was an ni 


poor 


to le 
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Performer in both vocal and inſtrumental Muſie, he 
danced with uncommon Gracefulneſs, and on the Day 
after his Diſputation at Paris, exhibited his Skill in 
Horſemanſhip before the Court of France, where at a 
public Match of Tilting he bore away the Ring upon 
his Lance fifteen Times together. 

He excelled likewiſe in comeſtic Games of leſs Dig- 
nity and Reputation; and in the Interval between his 
Challenge and Diſputation at Paris, he ſpent ſo much 
of his Lime at Cards, Dice, and Tennis, that a Lam- 
poon was fixed upon the Gate of the Sorbonne, direct- 
ing thoſe who would ſee this Monſter of Erudition, 
to look for him at the Tavern, | 

So extenſive was his Acquaintance with Life and 
Manners, that in an Ialian Comedy compoſed by 
himſelf, and exhibited before the Court of Mantua, 
he is ſaid to have perſonated fifteen different Cha- 
raters ; in all which he might ſucceed without great 
Difficulty, ſince he had ſuch Power of Retention, 
that once hearing an Oration of an Hour, he would 
repeat it exactly, and in the Recital follow the 
Speaker through all the Variety of "Tone and Geſti- 
culation. 

Nor was his Skill in Arms leſs than in Learning, 
or his Courage inferior to his Skill: There was a 
Prize- fighter at Mantua, who, (travelling about the 
World, according to the barbarous Cuſtom of that 
Age, as a general Challenger) had defeated the 
molt celebrated Maſters in many Parts of Europe; 
and in Mantua, where he then reſided, had killed 
three that apppeared againſt him. The Duke repented 
that he had granted him his Protection; when Crich- 
ton, looking on his ſanguinary Succeſs with Indig- 
nation, offered to ſtake Fifteen Hundred Piftoles, and 
mount the Stage againſt him. The Duke with ſome 
Reluctance conſented, and on the Day fixed, the 
Combitants appeared : Their Weapons ſeemed to 
have been the ſingle Rapier, which was then newly in- 
troduced into Italy, The Prize: fighter advanced with 

great 
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great Violence and Fierceneſs, while Crichton contented 
himſelf calmly to ward his Paſſes, and ſuffered him t 
exhauſt his Vigour by his own Fury. Crichton then he. 
came the Ailailant; and preſſed upon him with ſuch 
Force and Agility, that he thruſt him thrice through 
the Body, and ſaw him expire : He then divided the 
Prize he had won, among the Widows, whoſe Hu. 
bands had been killed. | 

The Death of this wonderful Man I ſhould be wil. 
ling to conceal ; did I not know that every Reader 
will enquire curiouſly after that fatal Hour, which i; 
common to all human Beings, however diſtinguiſhed 
from each other by Nature, or Fortune, 

The Duke of Mantua having received ſo many 
Proofs of his various Merit, made him Tutor to his 
Son Vincentio de Gonzaga, a Prince of looſe Manner 
and turbulent Diſpoſition, On this Occaſion it was 
that he compoſed the Comedy, in which he exhibited 
ſo many different Characters with exact Propriety, 
But his Honour was of ſhort Continuance; for as he 
was one Night in the Time of Carnival rambling about 
the Streets with his Guittar in his Hand, he was at- 
tacked by ſix Men maſked. Neither his Courage ror 
Skill at this Exigence deſerted him; he oppoſed them 
with ſuch Activity and Spirit, that he ſoon diſperſed 
them, and diſarmed their Leader, who throwing of 
his Maſk, diſcovered himſelf to be the Prince his 
Pupil. Crichton falling on his Knees, took his own 
Sword by the Point, and preſented it to the Prince; 
who immediately feized it, and inſtigated, as ſome 
ſay, by Jealouſy, according to others only by drunken 
Fury and brutal Reſentment, thruſt him through me 
Heart. 

Thus was the Admirable Crichton brought into 
that State, in which he could excel the meaneſt of 
Mankind on] by a few empty Honours paid to his 
Memory: The Court of Mantua teſtified their Eſteem 
by a public Mourning, the cotemporary Wits were 


profuſe of their Encomiums, and the Palaces of — 
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ted were adorned with Pictures, repreſenting him on 
to Horſeback, with a Lance in one Hand and a Book in 
de. the other. | 

ich 

gh 3 . 

the On LABOUR and EX ERCIS E. 

© The Wiſe, for Cure, on Exerciſe depend: 

Th God never made his Work for Man to mend. D&YDEN. 
der Odily Labour is of two Kinds, either that which 
is a Man ſubmits to for his Livelihood, or that 


which he undergoes for his Pleaſure, The latter of 
them generally changes the Name of Labour for that 
of Exerciſe, tut differs only from ordinary Labour 
35 it riſes from another Motive. 

A Country Life abounds in both theſe Kinds of 
Labour, and for that Reaſon gives a Man a greater 
Stock of Health, and conſequently a more perfect 
Enjoyment of himſelf, than any other Way of Life, 
| conſider the Body as a Syſtem of "Tubes and Glands, 
or, to uſe a more ruſtic Phraſe, a Bundle of Pipes and 
Strainers, fitted to one another after ſo wonderful a 
Manner, as to make a proper Engine for the Soul to 


m work with. This Deſcription does not only compre- 
d hend the Bowels, Bones, Tendons, Veins, Nerves, 
f and Arteries, but every Muſcle, every Ligature, which 


is a Compoſition of Fibres, that are ſo many imper- 
ceptible Tubes or Pipes interwoven on all Sides with 
Inviſible Glands or Strainers. 

The general Idea of a human Body, without con- 
ſdering it in the Niceties of Anatomy, lets us ſee 
bow abſolutely neceſſary Labour is for the right Pre- 
ſervation of it. There muſt be frequent Motions 
and Agitations, to mix, digeſt, and ſeparate the 
Juices contained in it, as well as to clear and cleanſe 
that Infinitude of Pipes and Strainers of which it is 
compoſed, and to give their ſolid Parts a more firm 
and laſting T'one. Labour or Exerciſe ferments the 
Humours, caſts them into their proper Channel 
throw 


- 
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throws off Redundancies, and helps Nature in 
thoſe ſecret Diſtributions, without which the Bedy 
cannot ſubſiſt in its Vigour, nor the Soul act with 
Cheat fulneſs. 

I might here mention the Effects which this hy 
upon all the Faculties of the Mind, by keeping the 
Underſtanding clear, the Imagination untroubled, 
and refining thoſe Spirits that are neceſlary for the 
proper Exertion of our intelleCtual Faculties, during 
the preſent Laws of Union between Soul and Body, 
It is to a Neglect in this particular that we muf 
aſcribe the Spleen, which is ſo frequent in Men of 
ſtudious and ſedentary Tempers, as well as the Va. 
pours, to which thoſe of the other Sex are ſo often 
ſubject, | 

Had not Exerciſe been abſolutely neceſſary for our 
| Well-being, Nature would not have made the Body 
ſo proper for it, by giving ſuch an Activity to the 
Limbs, and ſuch a Fihoacy to every Part as neceſſa- 
rily produce theſe Compreſſions, Extenſions, Con- 
tortions, Dilatations, and all other Kinds of Motions, 
that are neceſſary for the Preſervation of ſuch z 
Syſtem of Tubes and Glands as has been before- 
mentioned. And that we might not want Induce- 
ment to engage us in ſuch an Exerciſe of the Body 


as is proper for its Welfare, it is fo _— no· 
of to 
mention Riches and Honour, even Food and Rai- 
ment are 'not to be come at without the Toil of the 
Hands and Sweat of the Brow, Providence furnilh- 
es Materials, but expects that we ſhould work then 
The Earth muſt be laboured before 
it gives its Increaſe ; and when it is forced into it 
ſeveral Products, how many Hands muſt they pals 
through before they are fit for Uſe ? Manufactures, 
Trade, and Agriculture, naturally employ more than 
nineteen Parts of the Species in twenty ; and as for 
thoſe who are not obliged to labour, by the Condi- 
tion in waich they are born, they are more wir 
than 


thing valuable can be procured without it. 
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than the reſt of Mankind, unleſs they indulge them- 
es in that voluntary Labour which goes by the 
Name of Exerciſe, | 

As I am a Compound of Soul and Body, I conſi- 
der myſelf as obliged to a double Scheme of Duties ; 
and | think 1 have not fulfilled the Buſineſs of the 
Day, when I do not thus employ the one in Labour 
«| Exerciſe, as well as the other in Contemplation 
and Study. 


On T EMPERANCE. 


Tu to thy Rules, O Temperance ! that aue ewe 

All Pleaſures which from Health or Strength san flow : 

Figour of Body, Purity of Mind, | 

Unclouded Reaſon, Sentiment refin'd. CHANDLER, 


HERE is a Story in the Arabian Nights T ales, 

of a King who had long languiſhed under an 

il Habit of Body, and had taken Abundance of Re- 
nedies to no Purpoſe. At Length, ſays the Fable, a 
Phyſician cured him by the following Method: He 
wok a hollow Ball of Wood, and filled it with ſe- 
eral Drugs; after which he cloſed it ſo artificially 
at nothing appeared, He likewiſe took a Mall, 
and after having hollowed the Handle, and that Part 
mich ſtrikes the Ball, he incloſed in them ſeveral 
Drugs after the ſame Manner as in the Ball itſelf. 
fie then ordered the Sultan, who was his Patient, 
dexerciſe himſelf early in the Morning with theſe 
ghtly prepared Inſtruments, till ſuch Time as he 
bould ſweat. When, as the Story goes, the Virtue 
f the Medicaments perſpiring through the Wood, 
ad ſo good an Influence on the Sultan's Conſtitution, 
tt they cured him of an Indiſpoſition which all the 
ompoſitions he had taken inwardly had not been 
de to remove. This Eaſtern 3 is finely con- 
med to ſhew us how beneficial bodily Labour is ta 
* alth, and that Exerciſe is the moſt effectual Phy- 
ic. 
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fic. I ſhall in this Place recommend another preat 
Preſervative of Health, which in many Caſes pro. 
duces the ſame Effect as Exerciſe, and may, in ſom: 
Meaſure, ſupply its Place, where Opportunities of 
Exerciſe are wanting. The Preſervative I ani ſpeak 
ing of is Temperance, which has thoſe particular 
Advantages above all other Means of Health, that it 
may be practiſed by all Ranks and Conditions, 2 
any Seaſon, or in any Place. It is a Kind of Regi- 
men into which every Man may put himſelf, without 
Interruption to Buſineſs, Expence of Money, or Loſs 
of Time. If Exerciſe throw off all Superfluitics, 
Temperance prevents them; if Exerciſe clear the 
Veſſels, Temperance neither ſatiates nor overſtrains 
them ; if Exerciſe raiſe proper Ferments in the Hu- 
mours, and promote the Circulation of the Blood, 
Temperance gives Nature her full Play, and enable; 
her to exert herſelf in all her Force and Vigour; if 
Exerciſe diſſipate a growing Diſtemper, "Temperance 
ſtarves it. 1 | 

Phyſic, for the moſt Part, is nothing elſe but the 
Subſtitute of . Exerciſe or "Temperance. Medicines 
are indeed abſolutely neceſſary in acute Diſtempers, 
that cannot wait the flow Operations of thele two 
great Inſtruments of Health; but did Men live in an 
habitual Courſe of Exerciſe and Temperance, there 
would be but little Occaſion for them. According- 
ly we find that thoſe Parts of the World are the mok 
healthy, where they ſubſiſt by the Chace; and that 
Men lived longeſt when their Lives were employed 
in Hunting, and when they had little Food belides 
what they caught. Bliſtering, Cupping, and Bleed- 
ing are ſeldom of Uſe but to the Idle and Intempe- 
rate; as all thoſe inward Applications which are fe 
much in Practice among us, are for the moſt Pat 
nothing elſe but Expedients to make Luxury con- 
ſiſtent with Health. The Apothecary is perpetual} 
employed in countermining the Cook and the Vin. 


ner. It is ſaid of Diogenes, that meeting a 7 
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Man who was going to a Feaſt, he took him up in 
de Street and carried him Home to his Friends, as 
me who Was running into imir.inent Danger, had 
ut be prevented him. What would the Philoſopher 
ve ſaid, had he been preſent at the Gluttony of a 
modern Meal ? Would not he have thought the Maſ- 


er of a Family mad, and have begged his Servants to 
te down his Hands, had he ſeen him devour Fowl, 


Fiſh, and Fleſh ; ſwallow Oil and Vinegar, Wines 
ad Spices ; throw down Sallads of twenty different 
Herbs, Sauces of an hundred Ingredients, Confections, 
and Fruits of numberleſs Sweets and Flavours ? What 


ungatural Motions and Counterferments muſt ſuch a 


Medley of Intemperance produce in the Body : For 


my Part, when I behold a faſhionable Table ſet out 


in all its Magnificence, I fancy that I ſee Gouts and 


Dropſies, Fevers and Lethargies, with other in- 


wnerable Diſtempers, lying in Ambuſcade among 
the Diſhes. 


Nature delights in the moſt plain and ſimple Diet. 


he WY {ery Animal, but Man, keeps to one Diſh. Herbs 
ges ue the Food of this Species, Fiſh of that, and Fleſh 
« Wo: third. Man falls upon every Thing that comes 
von bis Way; not the ſmalleſt Fruit or Excreſcence of 
an le Earth, ſcarce a Berry or a Muſhroom, can eſcape 


lim, 
[t is impoſſible to lay down any determinate Rule 


for Temperance, becauſe what is Luxury in one, 
hat Way be Temperance in another; but there are few 
ved et have lived any Time in the World who are not 
les I /udges of their own Conſtiution, ſo far as to know 
ed vat Kinds and what Proportions of Food do beſt a- 


gee with them. Were I to conſider my Readers as 
ny Patients, and to preſcribe ſuch a Kind of Tem- 
(ance as is accommodated to all Perſons, and ſuch 
8 is particularly ſuited to our Climate and Way 


a Living, I would copy the following Rules of a 
int ey eminent Phyſician. Make your whole Repaſt 
ung ut of one Diſh, If you indulge in a ſecond, avoid 


drink- 


* 
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drinking any Thing ſtrong until you have finiſh. of K 
your Meal: At the lame Time abſtain from all Sauce. confi 
ot at leaſt from ſuch as are not the moſt plain oe Pb 
i:mple. A Man could not well be guilty of Glu us 
tony, if he ſtuck to theſe few obvious and eaſy Rue Phil. 
In the firſt Caſe there would be no Variety of Ta diffe 
to ſolicit his Palate, and occaſion Exceſs; nor in t theſe 
ſecond, any artificial Provocatives to relieve Satie ty Yee 
and create a falſe Appetite. Were I to preſcribe Wheuhs. 
Rule for Drinking, it ſhould be formed upon a Sayin 
quoted by Sir William Temple; the ff Glaſs for i The B 
ſelf, the ſecond for my Friends, the-third for good Hu it are 
mour, and the fourth for my Enemies. But becauſ ming A 
it is impoſſible for one who lives in the World u 
diet himſelf always in ſo philiſophical a Manner, T 
think every Man ſhould have his Days of Abt Soy! 
nence, according as his Conſtitution will permit 
Theſe are great Reliefs to Nature, as they qualif untry, 
it for ſtruggling with Hunger and "Thirſt, When ndfir 
ever any Diſtemper or Duty of Life may put i deſt e 
upon ſuch Difficulties ; and at the fame Time ge, w 
it an Opportunity of extricating itſelf from its UpWM it. 
preflions, and recovering the ſeveral Tones any b 
Springs of its diſtended Veſſels. Beſides, that Abt rer 
ſtinence well timed often kills a Sickneſs in the EmWred th 
brio, and deſtroys the firſt Seeds of an Indiſpoſition ſim} 
It is obſerved by two or three ancient Author, 0 
that Socrates, notwithſtanding he lived in Athen phly d 
during the great Plague which has made ſo much ch h 
Noiſe throughout all Ages, and has been celebrate0pericr 
at different Times by ſuch eminent Hands: I ſar,Whe ne; 
notwithſtanding that he lived in the Time of thi till h 
devouring Peſtilence, he never caught the leaſt In- n a \ 
fection, which thoſe Writers unanimouſly aſcribe tene, 
that uninterrupted Temperance which he always ob- e c 
ſerved, | _ W's; 
And here I cannot but mention an Obſervation Winner u 
which I have often made, upon reading the Live, and 


of the Philoſophers, and comparing it with any 1 | Man 


ame 


e 
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of Kings or great Men of the ſame Number, If 
conſider theſe ancient Sages, a great Part of 
hole Philoſophy conſiſted in a temperate and ab- 
bnious Courſe of Life, one would think the Life 
{x Philoſopher, and the Life of a Man, were of 
mw different Dates: For we find the Generality 
theſe wiſe Men were nearer an hundred than 
ty Years of Age at the Time of their reſpective 
Deals. 


The Benefits ariſing from a temperate Courſe of 
fe are ſet in a ſtill more ſtriking Light in the fol- 
wing Allegory of 


The INFTALLIBLE ELIXIR. 


ScuLAPIUS, after his Deification or Admittance 
among the Gods, having reviſited his native 
duntry, and being one Day (as Curioſity led him 
umdling) in Danger of being benighted, made 
e beſt of his Way to a Houſe he ſaw at ſome Diſ- 
ce, where he was hoſpitably received by the Maſter 
Fit, Cremes, for that was the Maſter's Name, 
ugh but a young Man, was infirm and ſickly.— 
Pt ſeveral Diſhes ſerved up to Supper, Cremes ob- 
med that his Gueſt eat but of one, and that the 
Mt ſimple; nor could all his Intreaties prevail on 
m to do otherwiſe. He was, notwithſtanding, 


he day delighted with Eſculapius's Converſation, in 
uch he obſerved a Chearfulneſs and Knowledge 
atedWnericr to any Thing he had hitherto met with. 
ſay; be next Morning 25 culapius took his Leave, but 


till he had engaged his good - natured Hoſt to pay 
m a Viſit at a ſmall Villa, a few Miles from 
ice, where he informed him of his Dwelling. 
mes came accordingly, and was moſt kindly re- 
ved; but how great was his Amazement, when 
per was ſerved up, to ſee nought but Milk, Ho- 
J, and a few Roots dreſſed in the plaineſt but neat- 
| Manner, to which Hunger, Chearfulneſs, and 
8 2 good 
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good Senſe, were the only Sauces. Eſculapius ſeem 
ed to eat with Pleaſure, while Cremes ſcarce taſted e 
them. On which a Repaſt was ordered, more fu 
able to our Gueſt's Taſte. Immediately there ſucceet 
ed a Banquet compoſed of the moſt artful Diſhes tha 
Luxury could invent, with great Plenty and Variet 
of the richeſt and moſt intoxicating Wines. - The 
too were accompanied by Damſels of bewitchin 
Beauty. It was now Cremes gave a Looſe to his Ap 
petites, and every Thing he taſted raiſed Extaſies be 
yond what he had ever known. During the Repaf 
the Damſels ſung and danced to entertain them; thei 
Charms enchanted the enraptured Gueſt, alread 
fluſtered with what he had drank ; his Senſes wei 
loſt in extatic Confuſion. Every Thing round hi 
ſeemed Elyſium, and he was on tt.e Point of indulg 
ing the moſt boundleſs Freedoms, when on a Sudden 
their Beauty, which was but a Vizard, fell off, ani 
diſcovered Forms the moſt hideous and forbidding im 


Cremes 
Plain, ! 
brough 
moſt lu. 
Men, | 
Health. 
him an 
by Vir 
the hap 
Ave, re 
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Dn the 


When t 
May” 


eee f. Revenge, Folly, Murder, meagn b 
overty, and Deſpair, now appeared in the moſt odiou 
Shapes, and the Place inſtantly became a moſt derte 
Scene of Miſery and Confuſion. How oft did Crene Paced 
wiſh himſelf far diſtant from ſuch diabolical Cn was“ 
pany, and now dreaded the fatal Conſequence whid bet. 
threatend him. His Blood run chill at his Heat" din 
his Knees ſmote each other with Fear, and Joy ul" fro 
Rapture were perverted to Amazement and Horta f Voic 
When Eſculapius perceived it had made ſufficient In de Ear 
preſſion on his Gueſt, he thus addreſſed him, Knov os 
Cremes, it is Eſculapius who bas thus entertained youll. © 
and what you have here beheld, is a true Image of tl dub 
Deceitfulneſs and Miſery inſeparable from Lulu * il 
and Intemperance. Would you be happy, be ten "i tir 
perate : Temperance is the Parent of Health, Virgin 7% 
Wiſdom, Plenty, and every Thing that can mil ah 
you happy in this, or the World to come. It 0 by 
indeed the true Luxury of Life, for without it, Life cat 5 7 
not be enjoyed. This ſaid, he diſappeared, and Wwe 
Cn nule 
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une (inſtead of an elegant Apartment) in an open 
Plain, full of Ideas quite different from thoſe he had 
wrought with him. On his Return home, from the 
noſt luxurious he became one of the moſt temperate 
Men, by which wiſe Method, he ſoon regained 
Health, Frugality produced Riches, and from an in- 
m and crazy Conſtitution, and almoſt ruined Eſtate, 


„e happieſt Men breathing, and lived to a healthy old 
af bee, revered as an Oracle for his Wiſdom throughout 
1h l Greece. 


Dy the VANITY of ſome Men's WISHES 
and PRAYER 5S, 


When to Almighty Fove our Prayers ave move, 
MayVirtue guide, and Hradꝰ n our Suit approve. R. 


EnNIPUs, the Philoſopher, was a ſecond Time 
taken up into Heaven by Jupiter, when for his 
ntertainment he lifted up a L['rap-door, that was 
laced by his Footſtool. At its riſing there iſſued 
rough it ſuch a Din of Cries as aſtoniſhed the Philo- 


,om | 
eber. Upon his aſking what they meant, Jupiter 
! bld him they were the Prayers that were ſent up to 


um from the Earth. Mennipus, amidſt the Confuſion 
Voices, which was ſo great that nothing leſs than 


Ie Ear of Fove could dittinguiſh them, heard the 
non ords Riches, Honour, and long Life, repeated. in ſe- 
you ral different Tones and Languages. When the firſt 
| "bub of Sounds was over, the TT rap-door being left 


ken, the Voices came up more ſeparate and diſtinct. 


ten de firſt Prayer was a very odd one;, it came from 


eben, and defired Jupiter to increaſe the Wiſdom 
nd the Beard of his humble Supplicant. Mennipus, 
new it, by the Voice, to be the Prayer of his Friend 
under, the Philoſopher. This was ſucceeded by 
e Petition of one who had juſt laden a Ship, and 
nM led Jupiter, if he took Care of it, and returned 


83 it 


by Virtue of this Infallible Elixir, he became one of * 
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it Home again full of Riches, he would make him ar 
Offering of a Silver Cup. Jupiter thanked him for 
nothing ; and bending down his Ear more attentiyely 
than ordinary, heard a Voice complaining to him of 
the Cruelty of an Epheſian Widow, and begging hin 
to breed Compaſſion in her Heart : "This, ſays Jupiter, 
is a very honeſt Fellow. I have received a great Dei 
of Incenſe from him; I will not be ſo cruel] to hin x 
to hear his Prayers. He was then interrupted with 
a whole Volley of Vows, which were made for the 
Health of a tyrannical Prince by his Subjects, who 
prayed for him in his Preſence. Mennipus was ſur- 
priſed, after having liſtened to Prayers offered up with 
ſo much Ardour and Devotion, to hear low Whiſyers 
from the ſame Aſſembly, expoſtulating with Fove for 
ſuffering ſuch a Tyrant to live, and aſking him how 
his Thunder could lie idle? Jupiter was fo offended 
at theſe prevaricating Raſcals, that he took down the 
firſt Vows, and pute away the laſt. The Philoſo- 
pher, ſeeing a great Cloud mounting upwards, and 
making its Way directly to the Trap-door, enquired 
of Jupiter what it meant. This, ſays Jupiter, is the 
Smoke of a whole Hecatomb that is offered me by tie 
General of an Army, who is very importunate with 
me to let him cut off an hundred thouſand Men that 
are drawn up in Array againſt him : What does th 
impudent Wretch think I ſee in him, to believe that 
I will make a Sacrifice of ſo many Mortals as good 
himſelf, and all this to his Glory, forſooth ? But hatk 
ſays Jupiter, there is a Voice I never heard but in 
Time of Danger; it is a Rogue that is ſhipwrecked i 
the Jonian Sea: I ſaved him upon a Plank but threg 
Days ago, upon his Promiſe to mend his Manners; 
the Scoundrel is not worth a Groat, and yet has the 
Impudence to offer me a Temple if I will keep bit 
from ſinking. But yonder, ſays he, is a ſpecla 
Youth for you; he deſires me to take his Father, wil 
keeps a great Eſtate from him, out of the Miſeries 0 
human Life. The old Fellow ſhall live till he * 
: 
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dis Heart ache, I can tell him that for his Pains. This 
was followed by the ſoft Voice of a pious Lady, de- 
ring Jupiter that ſhe might appear amiable and 
charming in the Sight of her Emperor. As the Phi- 
lſopher was reflecting on this extraordinary Petition, 
there blew a gentle Wind through, the Trap- door, 
which he at firſt miſtook for a Gale of Zephyrs, but 
afterwards found it to be a Breeze of Sighs: They 
{melt ſtrong of Flowers and Incenſe, and wereſuc- 
ceeded by molt paſſionate Complaints of Wounds and 
Torment, Fires and Arrows, Cruelty, Deſpair, and 
Death. AZennipus fancied that ſuch .amentable Cries 
aroſe from ſome genera! Execution, or from Wretchces 
lying under the Torture ; but Jupiter told him, they 
came to him from the Iſle of Paphos, and that he 
every Day received Complaints of the fame Nature 
from that whimſical Tribe of Mortals who are called 
Lovers. I am ſo trifled with, ſays he, by this Genera- 
tion of both Sexes, and find it ſo impoſſible to pleaſe 
them, whether I grant or refuſe their Petitions, that 
I ſhall order a * Wind for the future to inter- 
cept them in their Paſſage, and blow them at Ran- 
dom upon the Earth. The laſt Petition I heard was 
from a very aged Man, near a hundred Years old, 
begging but for one Year more of Life, and then 
1 to die contented. This is the rareſt old 
ellow, ſays Jupiter; he has made this Prayer to 
me for above. twenty Years together. When he was 
but fifty Years old, he deſired only that he might live 
to ſee his Son ſettled in the World; I granted it. He 
then begged the ſame Favour for his Daughter, and 
afterwards that he might ſee the Education of a Grand- 
ſon, When all this was brought about, he puts up a 
Petition that he might live to finiſh a Houſe be was 
building. In ſhort, he is an unreaſonable old Cur, 
and never wants an Excuſe; I wi!l hear no more of 
bim. Upon which he flung down the Trap-door in 
a Paſhon, and was re ſolved to give no more Audiences 


that Day, 
; Not- 
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Notwithſtanding the Levity of this Fable, the Mo. 
ral of it very well deſerves our Attention. The V4 
nity of Men's Wiſhes, which are the natural Prayers 
of the Mind, as well as many of thoſe ſecret Devotions 
which they offer to the Supreme Being, are ſufficiently 
expoſed by it. Among other Reaſons for ſet Form; 
of Prayer, I have often thought it a very good one, 
that by this Means the Folly and Extravagance of 
Men's Deſires may be kept within due Bounds, and 
not to break out in abſurd and ridiculous Petitions on 
ſo great and ſolemn an Occaſion. 


—__— 


On AERIAL CASTLE-BUILDING. 


He dreams of Riches, Grandeur, and a Crown : 
He wakes, and finds himſelf a ſimple Clown. Rowe, 


\ LNASCHAR was a very idle Fellow, that never 


would ſet his Hand to any Buſineſs during his 
ather's Life. When his Father died, he left him to 
the Value of an hundred Drachmas in Perſian Money. 
Alnaſchar, in order to make the beſt of it, laid it out 
in Glaſſes, Bottles, and the fineſt Earthen Ware, 
'T heſe he piled up in a large open Baiket, and having 
made Choice of a very little Shop, placed the Baſket 
at his Feet, and leaned his Back upon the Wall, in 
Expectation of Cuſtomers. As he fat in this Poſture, 
with his Eyes upon the Baſket, he fell into a moſt a- 
muſing Train of Thought, and was overheard by one 
of the Neighbours, as he talked to himſelf, in the fol- 
lowing Manner: „This Baſket, ſays he, coſt me at 
the Wholefale Merchant's an hundred Drachmas, 
which is all I have in the World. I ſhall quickly mae 
two hundred of it, by ſelling it in Retail. Theſe tuo 
hundred Drachmas will in a very little While riſe to 
four hundred, which of Courſe will amount in Time 
to Four Thouſand. Four Thouſand Drachmas can- 


not fail of making eight Thouſand, As ſoon 2 
this 
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this Means I am Maſter of ten Thouſand, I will lay 
aſide my Trade as Glaſſman, and turn Jeweller. 
| ſhall then deal in Diamonds, Pearls, and all Sorts of 
rich Stones. When I have got together as much 
Wealth as I can well defire, I will make a Furchaſe of 
the fineſt Houſe 1 can find, with Lands, Slaves, 
Eunuchs, and Horſes. I ſhall then begin to enjoy 
myſelf, and make a Noiſe in the World. I will not, 
however, ſtop there, but continue my Traffic till I 
have got together an hundred thouſand Drachmas. 
When I have thus made myſelf Maſter of an hundred 
thouſand Drachmas, I ſhall naturally ſet myſelf on the 
Foot of a Prince, and will demand the Grand Viſir's 
Daughter in Marriage, after having repreſented to that 
Miniſter the Information which I have received of the 
Beauty, Wit, Diſcretion, and other high Qualities 
which his Daughter poſſeſſes. I will let him know, 
at the ſame Time, that it is my Intention to make 
him a Preſent of a thouſand Pieces of Gold on our 
Marriage Night. As ſoon as I have married the Grand 
Vihr's Daughter, I will buy her ten black Eunuchs, 
the youngeſt and the beſt that can be got for Money. 
| muſt afterwards make my Father-in-law a Viſit with 
great Train and Equipage. And when | am placed 
at his Right-hand, which he will do in Courſe, if it 
de only to honour his Daughter, I will give him the 
thouſand Pieces of Gold, which I promiſed him, and 
afterwards to his great Suprize, I will preſent him 
with another Purſe of the ſame Value, with ſome 
ſhort Speech; as, Sir, you ſee I am a Man of my Ward : 
[ always give more than I promiſe. 

* When I have brought the Princeſs to my Houſe, I 
ſhall take particular Care to breed in her a due Re- 
ſpect for me, before I give the Reins to Love and. 
Dalliance. To this End I ſhall confine her to her 
own Apartment, make her a ſhort Viſit, and talk but 
little to her. Her Women will repreſent to me, that 
ſhe is inconſolable by Reaſon of my Unkindneſs, and 
begs me with Tears to careſs her, and let her fit down 


by 
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by me; but I will ſtill remain inexorable, and will 
turn my Back upon her all the firſt Night. Her Mo. 
ther will then come and bring her Daughter to me, a; 
I am ſeated on my Sofa. The Daughter, with Tears 
in her Eyes, will fling herſelf at my Feet, and beg of 
me to receive her into my Favour. Then will J, to 
imprint in her a thorough Veneration for my Perſon, 
draw up my Leg, and ſpurn her from me with m 
Foot. in ſuch a Manner, that ſhe ſhall fall down ſe. 
veral Paces from the Sofa.” 

Alnaſchar was entirely ſwallowed up in this chime. 
rical Viſion, and could not forbear acting with his 
Foot what he had in his Thoughts : So that unlucki- 
ly ſtriking his Baſket of brittle Ware, which was the 
Foundation of all his Grandeur, he kicked his Glafſes 
to a great [)iſtance from him into the Street, and broke 
them into ten thouſand Pieces. 

This is a humorous Ridicule upon the fooliſh Vani- 
ty of building Caſtles in the Air, and idly waſting 
that Time, in empty flattering Schemes, which might 


have been uſefully employed in attending our proper 
Buſineſs, | 


Go CH ARLLIT 


The Soul that feels for others Woe, 
From Heav'n its Origin doth ſbeau. R, 


AccHoR and EsREFF, two Youths, begged the 
Derviſe Morat, their Tutor, who was a veer, 

and bleſſed by Mahomet with the Knowledge of future 
Events, to permit them to viſit the Curioſities of Aep- 
po, to which Place they were but lately come for the 
Advantage of the wiſe and holy Man's Inſtructions, 
and who had undertaken their Education : He gave 


each of them a few Aſpers on going forth, to expend 
on whatever their Inclinations prompted to; and on 
their Return, he enquired how they had diſpoſed oi 
their Money, I, ſaid Zacchor, caſt my Eyes on — 
| 0 


of the | 
fſpers, 
i lik 
leſs W 
pierced 
Extren 
her E). 
Aſfiſtat 
our Pr 
ſery lib 
not me 
cher, 
few H 
ſtance: 
ing to 
whene 
that y 
fading 
this V 
know, 
who 
have | 
repay 
hence 


Dang 


CTY cp, e , -© 


3 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 215 


of the fineſt Dates Syria ever produced, I laid out my 
gert, and indulged in what perhaps I ſhall never meet 
the like again. And I, ſaid Efreff, met a poor help- 
l[s Wretch with an Infant at her Breaſt, whoſe Cries 
pierced my Soul: She was reduced to the. very utmoſt 
Extremity; the Angel of Death ſeemed to glare forth at 
her Eyes, and ſhe had ſcarce Strength left to beg the 
Aſiſtance my Heart 1 to give her, and which 
our Prophet commands all Muſſelmen to beſtow on Mi- 


not more to beſtow. The Money, ſaid Morat to Zac- 
cor, which you exchanged for the Dates, will in a 
few Hours be converted into the moſt odious of Sub- 
ſtances, mere Excrement : But, Er, ſaid he, turn- 
ing to the other, beſides the Pleaſure you muſt enjoy 
whenever you reflect on what you have done, know 
that your well-beſtowed Aſpers will produce a never- 
fading Fruit, and Contribute to your Happineſs both in 


know, that the Infant whoſe Life you have ſaved, and 
who without your Aſſiſtance muſt with its Mother 
have periſhed, will (ſo Heaven has decreed) live to 
repay your Goodneſs by ſaving your Life many Years 


hence, and reſcuing you from the moſt imminent of 
Dangers, 


ſery like her's. She had my Aſpers, and I grieved I had 


this World and the World to come ; and, moreover, 


216 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR, 


1 die 
the Ho! 
| Part 


PROSPERITY and ADVERSITY: 


An ALL EGORY:. The 

de ga) 

Bride, t 

As Phyfic's for the Body, Good afſign'd, Lorned 
Misfortunes are the Phyſic of the Mind. N. bile a 

: In his 
RosPERITY and ADveRsITY, the Daughters of emple 
PROVIDENCE, were ſent to the Houſe of a rich e Not 
 Phenician Merchant, named Velaſco, whoſe Reſidence ¶luſic, 
was at Tyre, the capital City of that Kingdom. Kindred 
Proſperity, the elder, was beautiful as the Morning, bis Y 
and chearful as the Spring: But Adver/ity was ſorrow o bec 
ful and ill-favoured. ime, | 
V. 1 had two Sons, Felix : nd Uranio. They wer ut aga 
both bred to Commerce, though liberally educated, But 2 
and had lived together from their Infancy in the ftrid- elf am 
eſt Harmony and Friendſhi p. But Love, before whom {WT allo v 
all the Affections of the Soul are as the Traces of a Miſs bou 
Ship upon the Ocean, which remains only for a Mo- tate of 
ment, threatened in an evil Hour to ſet them at Vi- r fail 
ance; for both were become enamoured with the WF) the 
Beauties of Proſperity, The Nymph, like one of the {Wniclt. 
Daughters of Men, gave Encouragement to each by bm h. 
Turns; but, to avoid a particular Declaration, ſhe a WW Ace w 
vowed a Reſolution never to marry, unleſs her Siſter, Med n. 
from whom ſhe ſaid it was impoflible for her to be long iſ*2/<Ctec 
ſeparated, was married at the ſame Time. lte | 
Velaſco, who was no Stranger to the Paſſions of ho was 
Sons, and who dreaded every Thing from their Vi- be | 
lence, to prevent Conſequences, obliged them by hu 1 
ara 


Authority to decide their Pretenſions by Lots; each 
previouſly engaging in a ſolemn Oath to marry the peared 
Nymph that ſhould fall to his Share. The Lots wat What 
accordingly drawn ; and Proſperity become the Wife et relate 
of Felix, and Adverſity of Uranio. 0 Eg; 


Soon after the Celebration of theſe Nuptials, 10 erolenct 
4 
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Ls died, having bequeathed to his eldeſt Son Felix 
de Houſe wherein he dwelt, together with the great- 
| Part of his large Fortune and Effects. 

The Huſband of Proſperity was ſo tranſported with 
je gay Diſpoſition and enchanting Beauties of his 
Bride, that he cloathed her in Gold and Silver, and 
Worned her with Jewels of ineſtimable Value. He 
built a Palace for her in the Wood; he made Rivers 141 
u his Gardens, and beautified their Banks with | 
emples and Pavilions. He entertained at his Table THE 
he Nobles of the Land, delighting their Ears with Wo: 
Muſic, and their Eyes with Magnificence. But his | il | 
Kindred he beheld as Strangers, and the Companions Ki 

f his Youth paſſed by him unregarded. His Brother $8 
Iſo became hateful in his Sight, and in Proceſs of 1 
ime, he commanded the Doors of his Houſe to bc kt 
hut againſt him. 1 
But as the Stream flows from its Channel, and loſes 
ſelf among the Valleys, unleſs confined by Mounds ; 
dalſo will the Current of Fortune be diſſipated, un- 


fa Wes bounded by Oeconomy. In a few Years the 
[o- ſtate of Felix waſted by Extravagance, his Merchan- 
ri- PZ failed him by Neglect, and his Effects were ſeized 
the WW) the mercileſs Hands of Creditors. He applied 


umſelf for Support to the Nobles and great Men, 
Mom he had feaſted and made Preſents to: But his 
vice was as the Voice of a Stranger, and they remem- 
ered not his Face. The Friends whom he had 
zeleted, derided him in their Turn; his Wife alſo 
lulted him, and turned her Back upon him and fled. 
et was his Heart ſo bewitched with her Sorceries, 
at he purſued her with Entreaties, till by her Haſte 
his WP abandon him, her Maſk fell of, and diſcovered to 
ach n a Face as withered and deformed, as before it had 
peared youthful and engaging. 

What became of him afterwards,. Tradition does 
it relate with certainty. It is belicved that he fled 
0 Egypt, and lived precariouſly on the ſcanty Be- 
nolence of a few Friends, who bad not totally de- 
laſet © ſerted 
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ſerted him, and that he died in a ſhort Time, ret 
cd and an Exile. 

Let us now return to Uranio, who, as we have if 
realy obſerved, had been driven out of Door, if 
his Brother Felix. Adverſit „though hateful to! 
Heart, and a Spectre to his Eyes, was the conſt; 
Attendant upon his Steps: And, to aggravate h 
Sorrow, he received certain Intelligence that þ 
richeſt Veſſel was taken by a Sardiman Pirate; t 
another was loſt upon the Lybian Syrtes ; and, to cor 
plete all, that the Banker with whom the ore; 
Part of his ready Money was entruſted, had deſent 
h Creditors, Kt retired intu Siciſy. Collecting then 
fore the ſmall Remains of his Fortune, he bad Ade 
to Tyre; and, led by Adverſity through unfrequents 


Roads and F oreſts overgrown with Thickets, Wi 1. 
came at laſt to a ſmall Village at the Foot of a Mou . 
tain. Here they took up their Abode for ſome Tine fte 
and Adverſity, in Return for all the Anxiety he e 
fuffered, ſoftening the Severity of her Looks, adm . a 
niſtered to him the moft faithful Counſel, weanin * fy 
his Heart from the immoderate Love of earth| = 
Things, and teaching him to revere the Gods, and i. n 
place Rin whole Truſt and Happineſs in their Goven{W. ** 
ment and Protection. She humanized his Soul, mah.” hi 
him modeſt and humble, taught him to compaſſionat 2 
the Diſtreſſes of his Fellow Creatures, and incline" * © 
him to relieve them. N TA 
I am ſent, ſaid ſhe, by the Gods to thoſe on J alk 
whom they love: For I not only train them up by n * L 
ſevere Diſcipline to future Glory, but alſo prepa * 4 
chem to receive with a greater Reliſh all ſuch moderat Oh + 
Enjoyments as are not inconſiſtent with this proba e 
tionary State. As the Spider, when aſſailed, feet at bis 1 
Shelter in its inmoſt Web; ſo the Mind which 1 ary 
flict, contracts its wandering Thoughts, and flies io N gut, 
Happineſs to itſelf. It — who raiſed the Charac 10 N 
ters of Cato, Socrates, and Timaleon to ſo divine vSight 


Height, and ſet them up as Guides and Examples t 
ever] 
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ery future Age. Proſperity, my ſmiling but treach- 
dus Siſter, too frequently delivers thoſe whom ſhe 
ſeduced to be ſcourged by her cruel Followers, 
wah and Deſpair : While Adverfity never fails to 
xl thoſe who will be inſtructed by her, to the bliſs- 
| Habitations of Tranquility and Content.“ 

Urarir liſtened to her Words with great Attention; 
Jas he looked earneſtly on her Face, the Defor- 
ity of it ſeemed inſenſibly to decreaſe. By gentle 


we himſelf wholly up to her Counſel and Direction. 
te woutd often repeat to him the wiſe Maxims of 
he Philoſopher, ** That thoſe who want the feweſt 
Ihings, approach neareſt to the Gods, who want no- 
hing,” She admoniſhed him to turn his Eyes to the 
uny Thouſands beneath him, inſtead of gazing on 
* fv who live in Pomp and Splendor ; and in his 


idreſſes to the Gods, inſtead of ſupplicating for 


lind, a quiet State, an unblameable Life, and a 
heath full of good Hopes. 

Finding him to be every Day more and more com- 
pled and reſigned, though neither enamoured of her 
xe, nor delighted with her Society, ſhe at laſt ad- 
led him in the following Manner: 

* As Gold is purged and: refined from Drofs by 
e Fire, ſo is Adver/ity ſent by Providence to try and 


ly Taſk is finiſhed ; and I now leave you to go and 


toſe Lot was Proſperity, and whoſe Condition you 
much envied, after having experienced the Error of 
Choice, is at laſt releaſed by Death from the moſt 
retched of Lives, Happy has it been for Uranio, 
ut his Lot was 4dverſity, whom, if he remembers as 
vupht, his Life will be honourable, and his Death 


As ſhe pronounced theſe Words, ſhe vaniſhed from 
Might, But though her Features at that Moment, 
1 in- 


Jegrets, his Averſion to her abated ; and at Jaft he 


lehes and Popularity, to pray only for a virtuous: 


pprove the Virtue of Mortats. The End obtained, 
We an Account of my Charge. Your Brother, 
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ſtead of inſpiring their uſual Horror, ſeemed to Ciſplay 
a kind of Janguiſhing Beauty, yet as Uranio, in jpits 


of his utmoſt Efforts, could never prevail on him{f 
to love her, he neither regretted her Departure, ng 
withed for her Return. But though he vcjoiced in There a 
her Abſence, he treaſured up her Counſels in his He, A 
and grew happy by the Practice of them. | 
He afterwards betook himſelf again to Merchandize, 
and having in a ſhort Time acquired a Competency H. 
ſufficient Be a real Enjoyment of Life, he retreated 0 
to a little Farm which he had bought for that Pur. WCiner/; 
poſe, and where he determined to continue the Re. ters 
ma?nder of his Days. Here he employed his Time nd wh 
Planting, Gardening, and Huſbandry, in quellingbrute P 
all diſorderly Paſſions, and in forming his Mind Thou 
by the Leſſons of Adverſity. He took great DelightMiſtions as 
in a little Cell or Hermitage in his Garden, whichſatly 
ſtood under a Tuft of Trees, encompaſled with ERH, 
lantine and Honey-ſuckles. Adjoining to it was iſh: 
cold Bath, formed by a Spring iſſuing from a Roch The | 
and over the Door was written in large Characters tho muct 
following Inſcription, reeding 
If you 
Beneath this meſs grown Roof, within this Cel, 4 
Truth, Liberty, Content, and Virtue dwell. mays W 
Say, you who dare this happy Place diſdain, ompan 
Hhat ſplendid Palace baaſis ſo fair a Train? u alwa; 


He lived to a good old Age; and died honour nt tho 
and lamented. | dx he 
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On ConvVERSATION. 


here are whom Heaw'n has bleſt evith Store of Wit, 

Tet want as much again to manage it: 

Words are like Leaves, and where they moſt abound, 

Much Fruit of Senſe beneath is rarely faun Por. 


HE Faculty of interchanging our Thoughts with 

one another, or what we expreſs by the Word 
Caverſation, has always been repreſented. by Moral 
Writers as one of the nobleſt Privileges of Reaſon, 
ud which more particularly ſets Mankind above the 
rute Part of the Creation. 

Though nothing ſo much gains upon the Aﬀec- 
ions as this tempore Eloguence, which we have con- 
kutly Occaſion for, and are obliged to practiſe every 
Day, we very rarely meet with any who excel in 


i 

The Converſation of moſt Men is diſagreeable, not 
„ much for Want of Wit and Learning, as of Good- 
reeding and Diſcretion. 

li you refolve to pleaſe, never ſpeak to gratify any 
pruicular Vanity or Paſſion of your own, but al- 
nys with a Deſign either to divert or inform the 
ompany., A Man who only aims at one of theſe, 
$ always eaſy in his Diſcourſe. He is never out of 
Humour at being interrupted, becauſe he conſiders - 
kt thoſe who hear him, are the beſt Judges whether 
at he was ſaying could either divert or inform 


A modeſt Perſon ſeldom fails to gain the Good - 
ill of thoſe he converſes with, becauſe no Body en- 
33 who does not appear to be pleaſed wick 
vaſelf 


| We ſhould talk extremely little of ourſelves. In- 
» what can we ſay? It would be as imprudent 
Alcover our Faults, as ridiculous to count over 
W fancied Virtues. Our private and domeſtic. Af. 
dare no leſs Wan to be intreduged in Con- 


3 33 ver- 


| 


| 


o . 


— 
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verſation. What does it concern the Company hoy 
many Horſes you keep in your Stables? Or whether 
your Servant is more Knave or Fool ? 

A Man may equally affront the Company he is in, 
by ingroſſing all the Talk, or by obſerving a con- 
temptuous Silence | 

Before you tell a Story, it may be generally not 
amiſs to draw a ſhort Character, and give the Con. 
pany a true Idea of the principal Perſons concerned in 

it. The Beauty of moit "Things conſiſts not fo much 
in their being ſaid or done, as in their being faid or 
done by ſuch a particular Perſon, or on ſuch a pu 
ticular Occaſion. 

Notwithſtanding all the Advantages of Youth, fey 
young People pleaſe in Converſation ; the Reaſon is, 
that Want of Experience makes them poſitive, and 
what they ſay is rather with a Deſign to pleaſe them. 

ſelves than any one elſe. 
It is certain that Age itſelf will make many Things 
paſs well enough, which would have been laughed a 
in the Mouth of one much younger. 

Nothing however is more inſupportable to Men of 
Senſe, than an empty formal Man, who ſpeaks in 
Proverbs, and decides all Controverſies with a ſhort 
Sentence. This Piece of Stupidity is the more in- 
ſufferable, as it puts on the Air of Wiſdom. 

A prudent Man will avoid talking much of any pat- 
tigular Science, for which he is remarkably famous, 

here is not, methinks, an handſomer Thing ſaid e 
Mr Cowley, in his whole Life, than that none but hi 
intimate Friends ever diſcovered that he was a great 
Poet by his Diſcourſe ; Beſides the Decency of thi 

Rule, it is certainly founded in good Policy. AM; 
who talks of any Thing he is already famous for, h1 
nothing to get, but a great deal to loſe, I migh 
add, that he who is ſometimes ſilent on a Subſt 
where every one is ſatisfied he could ſpeak well, vi 
often be thought no leſs knowing in other Matten 
where perhaps he is wholly ignorant. 1 1 


doing 
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Women are frightened at the Name of Argument, 
ind are ſooner convinced by a happy Turn, or a witty 
Expreſſion, than by Demonſtration. 

Whenever you commend, add your Reaſons for 
doing ſo; it is this which diſtinguiſhes the Approba- 
tion of a Man of Senſe, from the Flattery of Syco- 
phants, and Admiration of Fools, 

Railery is no longer agreeable than while the whole 
Company is pleaſed with it. I would leaſt of all be 
underſtood to except the Perſon rallied. | 

Though Good-humour, Senſe, and Difcretion can 
ſeldom fail to make a Man agreeable, it may be no ill 
Policy ſometimes to prepare yourſelf in a particular 
Manner for Converſation, by looking a little farther 
than your Neighbours into whatever is become a 
teigning Subject. If our Armies are beſieging a 
Place of Importance Abroad, or our Houſe of Com- 
mons debating a Bill of Conſequence at Home, you 
can hardly fail of being heard with Pleaſure, if you 
have nicely informed yourſelf of the Strength, Situ- 
ation, and Hiſtory of the former, or of the Reaſons for 
and againſt the latter. It will have the ſame Effect 
if when any fingle Perſon begin to make a Noiſe in 
the World, you can learn ſome of the ſmalleſt Inci- 
. dents in his Life or Converſation ; which, tho' they 

are too fine for the Obſervation of the Vulgar, give 

more Satisfaction to Men of Senſe, (as they are the 
deſt Openings to a real Character) than the Recital 

of his moſt glaring Actions. I know but one ill 

Conſequence to be teared from this Method, namely, 

that coming full charged into Company, you ſhould 

reſolve to unlaad whether a handſome Opportunity 

offers itſelf or not. | 
Though the aſking of A may plead for it- 

ſelf the ſpecious Names of Modeſty, and a Deſire of 

Information, it affords little Pleafure to the reſt of 

the Company who may not be troubled with the ſame 
Doubts ; beſides which, he who aſks a Quection, i 

would 18 
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would do well ta conſider, that he lies wholly at the 
Mercy of another before he receives an Anſwer, 

Nothing is more filly than the Pleaſure ſome Peg. 
ple take in what they call ſpeaking their Minds, A 
Man of this Make will ſav a rude Thing for the mere 
Pleaſure of ſaying it, when an oppoſite Behaviour, 
full as innocent, might have preſerved his Friend, « 
made his Fortune. 

It is not impoſſible for a Man to form to himſelf 
as exquiſite a Pleaſure in complying with the Humour 
and Sentiments of others, as of bringing others over to 
his own; ſince it is the certain Sign of a ſupenor 
Genius, that can take and become whatever Dreſs it 
pleaſes. | 

I ſhall only add, that beſides what I have here ſaid, 
there is ſomething which can never be learned but in 
the Company of the Polite. The Virtyes of Men are 
catching as well as their Vices; and your owu Ob- 
ſervations added to theſe, will ſoon diſcover what it is 
that commands Attention in one Man, and makes you 
tired and diſpleaſed with the Diſcourſe of another. 


— 
* —_— 
1» — * 


The PART Y- COTLOU RED SHIELD, 
A Stary on the fame Subject. 


With haſty Judgment neer decide; 
Firſt hear what's ſaid on either Side. R. 
N the Days of Knight-errantry and Paganiſm, one 
of our old Britiſh Princes ſet up a Statue to the 
oddeſs of Victory, in a Point where four Roads met 
* In her Right-band ſhe held a Spear, and 
reſted her Left upon @ Shield: The Outſide of this 
Shield was of Gold, and the Inſide of Silver, On the 
former was inſcribed, in the old Brit;/h Language, 70 
the Goddeſs ever fovonrable ; and on the other, For 
Four Viftories obtained ſucceſſively over tht Picts and eur 
hbebitants of the Northern andi. 1 
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It happened one Day that two Knights, complete- 
y armed, the one in black Armour, and the other in 
white, arrived from oppoſite Parts of the Country 
at this Statue, juſt about the ſame Time; and as 
neither of them had ſeen it before, they ſtopped to 
read the Inſcriptions, and obſerve the 1 of 
itt Workmanſhip. After contemplating on it for ſome 
Time, this gelden Shield, ſays the biack Knight, — 


plden Shield, cried the white Knight, (who was as 


ſtritly obſerving the oppoſite Side) why, if I have 
my Eyes, it is Silver. 1 know nothing of your Eyes, 
replied the black Knight, but if ever I ſaw a golden 
Shield in my Life, this is one: Yes, returned the 
white Knight, ſmiling, it is very probable, indeed, 
that they ſhould expoſe a Shield of Goid in ſo public 
2 Place as this; for my Part, I wonder even a Silver. 
one is not too ſtrong a Temptation for the Devotion 
of ſome People that paſs this Way ; and it appears 
by the Date, that this has been here above three 
ears, The black Knight could not bear the Smile 
with which this was delivered, and grew ſo warm 
in the Diſpute, that it ſoon ended in a Challenge ; 
they both therefore turned their Horſes, and rode 
back ſo far as to have ſufficient Space for their Ca- 
reer, then fixed their Spears in their Reſts, and flew 
a each other with the greateſt Fury and Impetuoſity. 
Their Shock was ſo rude, and the Blow on each Side 
ſo effectual, that they both fell to the Ground, much 
wounded and bruiſed, and lay there for ſome Time, 
Ina Trance, A good Druid, who was travelling 
that Way, found them in this Condition. The Druids 
were the Phyſicians of thoſe Times, as well as the 
Priefts, He had a ſovereign Balſam about him, 
which he had compoſed himſelf, for he was very ſkil- 
ful in all the Plants that grew in the Fields, or in the 
Foreſts; he ſtanched their Blood, applied his Balſam 
to their Wounds, and brought them as it were from 
Death to Life again. As ſoon as he found them ſuf- 
kciently recovered, he began to enquire into the Oc- 
caſion 
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caſion of their Quarrel. Why, this Man, crieg Gan 
the black Knight, will have it, that that Shield yonder to me 
is Silver.” And he will have it, replied the whit! 
Knight, that it is Gold,” and then told him all the Wl profuſ 
Particulars of the Affair. Ah! faid the Dru tal Af 
with a Sigh, you are both of you, my Brethren, in the Wl mily, | 
Right, and both of you in the Wrong; had either of Ml Aab 
you given himſelf Time to look upog the oppoſite Side what A 
of the Shield, as well as that which firſt preſented itſelf the me 
to his View, all this Paſſion and Bloodſhed might have more t 
been avoided; however, there is a very good Leſſon not th 
to be learned from the Evils that have befallen you on Thief 
this Occaſion. Permit me therefore to intreat you WW a Pick 
by all our Gods, and by this Goddeſs of Victory in WF topeth 
particular, Never ta enter into any Diſpute for the ductiv 
Future, till you have fairly conſidered both Sides of the them f 
ueſtion, b 0 


2 | other 
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On GA MIN o. Enem: 


You'll fad; at laſt, this Maxim true, molt o 
Foels are the Game that Knaves purſue. Gur. Ends, 


TF is obſervable, that Mabamet, in a moſt particular term i 
Manner, forbad Gaming and Drunkenneſs to his thoſe | 
8 when at the ſame Time he indulged them it to b 
with Plurality of Women: The laſt he looked that! 
upon as a Paſſion, the Seeds of which are implanted upon 
as it were in our Nature; whereas Gaming and danyi. 
Drunkenneſs he abſolutely forbad, as acquired and tibly 
 unpatural Vices; As Vices productive of the molt what 
dreadful Conſequences. I will not at preſent exa- Oimi 
mine the Juſtneſs of the Complaint paid to amo- Surel 
rous Libertiniſm, which he certainly carried too far; oll. 
but ſhall obſerve, that his ſtrict Commands in Regard 3a K 
to Gaming and Drunkenneſs, have contributed more certai 
than any of his other Injunctions, to the Happinels of who \ 
his Followers. | ; Ga | 
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Gaming (which I ſhall at preſent conſider) ſeems 
to me of all Vices, the greateſt Enemy to Happi- 
nes: Its inſeparable Attendtnts are Envy, Deceit, 
profuſeneſs, Impiety, and a whole Train of diaboli- 
tal Aſſociates. Health, Peace of Mind, Love, Fa- 
mily, Friends, Country, and in ſhort, every Thing 
nivtable or defireable, are ſactificed to it: And to 
what are they ſacrificed ? Why, to Avarice : Avarice, 
the meaneſt of Vices. Love of 382 is nothing 
more than the Love of other People's Money. It is 
not the Avarce of a Miſer; it is the Avarice of a 
Thief, a Robber ; or rather the cowardly Avarice of 
2 Pick-pocket. It is Avatice and Profuſion joined 
together; a moſt unnatutal Conjunction, and pro- 
ductive of more terrible Conſequences than either of 
them ſingly can poſſibly be : Like Aaren's Rod, it ab- 
frbs, it [wallows up, and contains within itſelf all 
other Vices, and may juſtly among Vices be tiled 
Lien; and of all Baits made uſe of by the grand 
Enemy of Mankind, to tempt us from our Duty, 
and make us unhappy hereafter, Gaming ſeems, the 
moſt dangerous, and the beſt to anſwer his diabolical 
Ends, | 

[t is ridiculous to hear the Votaries of Gaming 
term it an Amufement, an inoffenſive Relaxation, We; 
thoſe who ſo miſcall it, muſt notwithſtanding allow 
it to be an irrational, or unimproving Diverfion ; and 
that at the beſt it is but murdering Time. But 
upon Examination, every Obſerver may find, that 
dallying with the Temptation draws on impertep- 
tibly to the moſt deſtructive Conſequences. But 
what ſhall be ſaid of thoſe who take no Delight in 
Gaming, yet give into it on almoſt every Occaſion ? 
Surely Complaiſance is a poor Excuſe for doing a 
fooliſh or a wicked Action, and that every Gameſter 
a Knave or a Fool, is a moſt palpable Truth, A 
certain Nobleman hearing a Gentleman ſpoken of, 
ho was ſaid to be a great Gameſter; he is a moſt 
acorrigible Blockhead, cries my Lord; but on be- 
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ing aſſured he was a Man of very brilliant Parts, if 
ſo, replies my Lord, he muſt be a rank Scoundre: 
Not fo, my Lord, replies the other, he bears the Cha. 
racer of a Gentleman of great Worth and Honour, 
* That cannot be, retorts the Nobleman ; ever 
Gameſter is either a Rogue or Fool, Pike or Gudgeen; and 
Honour never makes a nearer Approach to the Heart 
of ſuch a one, than the Tip of his Tongue.” 

All Converſation, all Improvement, is put a Stop 
to, the Moment Gaming commences : Friend? 
and Society, Benevolence and Humanity ceaſe, and 
nothing further is thought of, but the Ruin of thoſe 
you are in Company with; the Ruin of thoſe you 
often make the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations of Friendbip 
to: The Gameſter's Happineſs (like the Devil's) 
depends on the Miſery of others; and like Satan too, 
he ſmiles on thoſe whom, in his Heart, he devotes to 
Deſtruction. 

The Life of a Gameſter is a Life of Uncertainty: 
(conſequently of Unhappineſs) he can never proper- 
ly call any Thing his own, not being aſſured of its 

oſſeſſion one Moment longer than till his next 
fitting down to the Gaming- table. The thriving 
Gameſter, how precarious his Thriving ! is the work 
of Robbers; and the Unfortunate, the worſt of 
Self-murderers : A Murderer who involves all thoſe 
Innocents, who unfortunately have any Connection 
with him, in the diſmal. Gulph of Beggary and 
wretched Dependence. | 

If Covetouſneſs of another's Property, and Diſcon- 
tent of our own, be a Breach of the Divine Com- 
mand, Thou ſhalt not covet. thy Neighbour's Goods,” 
&c. the Gameſter is ever and ſuperlatively guilty. 
The late Duke of 4 e, who had an Averſion 
for all Sorts of Gaming, being urged to no Purpoſe 
by a Nobleman, to ſport a little Money; Sure, ny 
Lord, cries the Nobleman, you muſt love your Mi- 


ney vaſily, to be afraid of venturing a Trifle of 7 
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k is true, my Lord, (replies his Grace) I do love my own 
Mmey 3 yet no Perſon had cver Reaſon to ſay I was fond 
another Man's. 
The Rlale Part of Mankind who give into this Vice, 
„ proſtitute their Talents to the moſt vicious Purpoſes; 
e become entirely abſorbed by it; they ſtand like 
dlaves in the Market, to be Sought and fold ; for Ne- 
ceſſity often glares them in the Face, and betrays them 
to Venality. E 250 
If married, how can they reflect on the Hazards 
they put the Happineſs of Wife, Children, Friends, 
Sc, to? And when ill Fortune ſtares them in the 
Face, how often are they fo cowardly as to have Re- 
courſe to a Piſtol, and by Suicide leave thoſe Inno- 
cents to confront a Danger they themſelves were 
afraid of facing. But when Gaming ſeizes the Fe- 
male Breaſt, to all the above mentioned Misfortunes 
ve may juſtly add Loſs of Beauty, which is ever the 
Conſequence of late Hours, ruffled Paſſions, and a cor- 
roding Heart. Her Honour, her Chaſtity, can no 
longer be called her own, when ſhe commences Game- 
fer, The Manſion of Gracefulneſs and Beauty is 
no converted into a foul and darkſome Dungeon. At- 
i Wi tradting Softneſs and Modeſty (the amiable Charac- 
of Wl ixriſtics of the Sex) are exchanged for unbecoming 
ofe Fierceneſs and Acerbity of Lemper, and the whole 
on WI icture brings to our Mind the different Situation 
nd ud Figure or Satan before and after the Fall. Theſe 
Reflections (looſe and indigeſted as they are) were 
n- cccaſioned by the two following Relations, which 
_ wir happened, and which probably ſeveral of 
„ wy eaders know to have but too much Truth in 
ty. em. | 
x In one of the principal Cities in England lived Lucius 
of ud Sapphira, blefies with a moderate Fortune, 
m) Health, Love, Peace of Mind, and two little Dar- 
. lige, a Son and a Daughter. They ſeemed to want 
—- Wi nothing as an Addition to their Happineſs, ner 
ee they inſenſible of wu they enjoyed ; but with 
ra- 
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Gratitude to Heaven were Inſtruments of Good to al 
about them. Towards the Cloſe of laſt Summer, Ly. 
cius hippening in Company with ſome neighbouring 
Gentlemen, who propoſed to waſte an Hour or fl 
at Cards, he conſented more in Compliance to o. 
ther's Taſte than his own: Like other Sporters, be 
met with a Variety of Fortune, (a Variety more fe. 
ducing than a Continuance either of good or bad) 
and warmed with Liquor, he was inconſiderately 
drawn in before the Company broke up to involve 
himſelf more than his Fortune could bear. The 
next Day, on ſober Reflection, he could not ſupport 
the Thoughts of the Diſtreſs his Folly had brought 
on his Sapphira and the little Innocents ; he had 
not Courage to acquaint her with what had happen- 
ed; and whilſt in the Midſt of Pangs he had hither. 
to been a Stranger to, he was vilited, and again 
tempted by one of the laſt Night's Company to try 
Fortune once more. In order to drown Reflection, 
and in Hopes of recovering his Loſs, he flew to the 
fatal Place, nor did he leave it til] he had loſt his All, 
The Conſequence of which was, that the next Day, 
in Deſpair indeſcribable, after writing a Letter to 
acquaint Sapphira with what had happened, he ſhot 
himſelf through the Head ; the News of which de- 
prived Sapphira of her Senſes: She is at preſent con- 
fined in a Mad-houſe, and the two little Innocents, 
deſtitute of Parents and Fortune, have a troubleſome 
World to ſtruggle through, and are likely to feel all 
the Miſeries that Poverty and ſervile Dependance en- 
tail on the Wretched. 
A young Lady who lived in the North, was on 
the Point of Marriage with a young Gentleman 
whom ſhe was doatingly fond of, and by whom fe 
was as E beloved: She was at the ſame Time 
admired by a Perſon of high Rank, but whoſe Pal- 
ſion, as he was already married, was conſequently dil 
honourable, He was determined however at any Rate, 


to indulge his vicious Flame ; but as ſhe was a = 
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6 of the ſtricteſt Honour, he was obliged to act 
autiouſly, and keep his Love a Secret. Know- 
pg her Propenſity to Gaming, he laid a Snare for her, 
mto which ſhe fell, to the great Diminution of her 


Fortune. This he took Care to have repreſented 
be with the moſt aggravating Citcumſtances to the Gen- 
ſe feman to whom | ſhe was engaged, His Friends 
ad) winted to him the dreadful Inconvenience of his 
ly neing a Gameſter to Wife: Poverty, Diſeaſe, and 
Ire xobably D:ſhonour to his Bed, were the likely Con- 
"he kquences: In a Word, they managed Matters fo 
0 Ez to break off the Match. The Villain who occa- 
ght foned the Breach between the Lovers, notwithſtand- 
12d ing miſſed his wicked Ends; his Addreffes and Pro- 
eu vas met with Contempt and Abhorrence; yet 
couch ſhe preſerved her Chaſtity, (a Circumſtance 
zue uncommon among Female Gameſters) the Loſs 
e her intended Spouſe, whom ſhe was diſtractedly 
* and of, threw her into a Decline, which in a few 
U Months put an End to her Life. 
ay, ad — 
to 
hot On DRUNKENNES 8. 
de- 


0b! that Men ſhould put an Enemy into their Mouths to fleal 
away their Brains, SHAKESPERAE. 


HE following. is a Letter from a Father to 
his only Son, in which he lays open the de- 
rtable Crime of Drunkenneſs, and its ſhocking 
Conſequences, in ſtriking Colours. As the Sub- 


on iet of the Letter is a Vice not very uncommon in 
an Wi England, I hope the inſerting it will need no farther 
ſhe Apology, 


Dear Tom, 


* IT is with the greateſt Concern I hear you have 
ately (more than once) been guilty of getting fuddled 
n Company with ſome of your youthful Companions ; 
2 you 
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you can ſcarce think what a Shock this Account gay 
me. I know, my dear Boy, you have a great Flow of 
Spirits, a lively Imagination, and great il 
but thoſe Qualities, inſtead of -uarding you aoainf 
that odious Fault, are, I am aua, moi: likely 
hurry you into it: Other Vices genst. , ape thei 
Riſe, and take deepeſt Roc in me mee": -!; Diſpo 
ttions. Drunkenneſs, on the contrary, *: oſten, to 
often, obſerved to flouriſh in the richeſt and moll 
promiſing Soils : This, Tom, is a principal Reafor 
why I fear for you. A focial, good-natured Youth 
is drawn in by Degrees; if he is lively, ſmart, and 
witty, his Company is ſought for by others ; if Wit 
in another captivates him, the Company he doats on 
draws him to the Tavern, and though he ſteps cau- 
tiouſly at firſt, he ſoon from Habit and Example loſes 
all Senſe of what he is doing; the Senſe of Danger 
daily wears off; Fondneſs of Company by Degrees 
draws on Fondneſs for Liquor; he becomes more ſot- 
tiſh, and conſequently more ſtupid, till at laſt his 
Underſtanding (an Underſtanding that might have 
done Honour to his Country, and benefitted his Fel. 
low-creatures) becomes clouded and muddled, and in- 
ſtead of the promiſing ExpeCtations that his Y outh 
afforded, he becomes a Burden to himſelf, and deſpi- 
cable to all the World. | 

«© Drunkenneſs, Tom, ſtupifies the Senſes, deſtroys 
the Memory, blunts the Underſtanding, fills Men 
with Diſeaſes, and makes them incapable of Buſineſs 
of any Kind: That this is the Conſequence of habi- 
tual Drunkenneſs, too many Inſtances in every Patt 
of the Kingdom will evidence. What a deſpicable 
Character that of a Sot is I need not deſcribe to you, 
and depend upon it every Perſon who is fond of the 
Company of Topers, is in a fair Way of becoming 2 
Sot. If your Inclination tends that Way, check it 
immediately, nor deceive yourſelf with the Hopes 
of having the Power to conquer it whenever you 


pleaſe ; in ſuch a Caſe Habit daily adds new Strengh 
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vo the vicious Bent: The Brute Part of us (Appetite) 


bon pollefſes the whole Man, and Reaſon, which 


my be called the angelic Part, becomes quite ſmo- 


O 


thered and deſtroyed: You know, my Lad, it is a 
common Expreſſion to ſay, he is as drunk 3 
we do not ſuppoſe that Beaſts get drunk; we mean 
by it, that Men by Inebriation drowns his Under- 
fanding ; and when his Reaſon is gone, he is upon a 
Lerel with, nay really far beneath the brute, irratio- 
ul Creation. Brutes are certainly equaliy rational 
with ſuch a Wretch, if not more ſo, with the ſupe- 
tor Advantage of a ſound Body, and an Inſtinct to 
guide them. 

« I am not afraid, Tom, of your giving into Vices 
which flow from an illiberal Genius or Stupidity, as 
wearing for Example, which ſhews a Barrenneſs of 
Underſtanding, and a Want of“ Words; a Want in 
Reality of Common Senſe in the Blaſphemer. "This, 
ny dear Boy, thank God, is far from being the Caſe 
with you at preſent ; yet ſhould you ever become an 
habitual Drunkard, the Company you muſt then be 
often reduced to herd with, and the Loſs of your Un- 
lertanding, will, you may depend upon it, bring on 
that ſtupid Vice as an additional Odium to your Cha- 
ncter. ; 

* I know the World is apt to laugh at the Appre- 
tenſion of any Danger accruing from getting fuddled 
tow and then; they think the Conſequences innocent 
of trifling, but they ſoon find themſelves woefully 
miſtaken Getting fuddled, is the high Roac to habi- 
tl Drunkenneſs; the oftner you are-guilty of it, the 
more you - prejudice your Health and Underſtanding, 
md the leſs capable you are to guard againſt that a- 
bominable Vice: It ſteals upon you inſenſibly, and 
jou are ſeldom conſcious of the Danger till you are 
capable of reſiſting it. 

'* Conſider, my dear Lad, the firſt Deviation from 
de level Paths of Virtue, is a gradual imperceptible 

icent; The Entrance is bewitching, as it lies 

U-3 through 
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through the flowery Regions of Pleaſure ; but a; 
you advance, the Way ſoon becomes rougher and le 
pleaſing: The Proſpect by Degrees grows dreary, 
gloomy, and frightful : Each Step you advance grow; 
ſteeper and ſteeper ; your Power of Reſiſtance grow 
fainter and fainter, and you are hurried down, in 
Spite of the feeble Efforts you are then capable of 


making, into the Gulph of Shame and everlaſtinz 
Deſtruction. f 


«A Drunkard is the worſt of Suicides; he is a 


deliberate determinate Self-murderer ; he hurries him- 
{elf out of the World; and for the ſhort Time he 
crawls on the Earth, he makes himſelf miſerable, by 
loading himſelf with racking Diſtempers : Company, 
which he was ſo fond of, avoid and deſpiſe him, whea 
he can no 1 contribute to their irrational Mirth; 
{for you muſt never truſt to Friendſhip commenced 
over a Bottle) and the only faint Glimmering of Plez- 
ſure he then enjoys, is when he is pouring down that 
liquid Poiſon which firſt occaſioned, and it encreaſes 
his Diſorder. 

A certain People among the ancient Grecians (the 
Locrians I think) puniſhed with double Rigour any 
Crime committed in Liquor ; firſt and principally, for 
getting drunk ; and ſecondly,for the Crime committed; 
for certainly he who eradicates his Reaſon deliberate- 
ly, as Drunkards do, is much more guilty of what is 
committed for Want of that Reaſon, deſtroyed by his 
own Fault, than he whoſe Reaſon is overcome by any 
accidental Attack of Paſſion. 

* You ſeem, Tom, to have ſome Ambition in you, 
a laudable Ambition, I hope, to diſtinguiſh yourſelſ. 
and cut a Figure in the World : All that, my dear 
Boy, is over with you, if you once ſuffer Drunkennels 
to become your Maſter : That Emulation which 
might have made you illuſtrious, will of Courſe be 
reverſed into an Abaſement that muſt degrade you be- 


low Ratiouality ; and ſcarce, as I have hinted * 
aye 


bimſe! 
then 1 
viour 
culou! 
can bt 
it wer 
cels, 
picab 
(e 


Adva 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 235 


ewe you on a Level with the loweſt Order of grovel- 
ing Brutes. | 

« Whenever you hear any Perſon brag in Compa- 
ny (which Orunkards generally do with great Plea- 
ſure and Self-conſequence) that he got drunk, moſt 
damnably drunk, ſet that Fellow down for a Fool at 
the beſt, —It is a fooliſh, nay a wicked Way of priding 
himſelf, of what he ſhould be aſhamed of. What 
then muſt we think of Company, who by their Beha- 
viour ſeem to approve ſuch F all) ; and as to the ridi- 
culous Cuſtom of drinking Healths, nothing certainly 
can be a greater Enemy to Health than it is. I am ſure 
it were as abſurd to applaud a Perſon for eating to Ex- 
ceſs, as for drinking to Exceſs ; they are equally deſ- 
picable, gluttonous, mean, and hoggiſh. 

„A Man may enjoy Company infinitely to more 
Advantage in walking, riding, &c. than in a Tavern 
over a Bottle. Moderate Exerciſe contributes to 
Health and Improvement of the Faculties; and Con- 
verſation at ſuch Times muſt be more edifying from 
the Variety of Scenes that are continually preſenting 
themſelves to the Eye: Or if the Weather will not 
permit that, enjoy yourſelf in your own or your Friend's 
Chamber, with an agreeable Companion or two, 
which muſt be much preferable to fuddling in a Ta- 
yern, or an Alehouſe, where the longer you remain, 
the leſs entertaining and improving muſt the Conver- 
tion be, Beſides, I know you have a Taſte both for 
Muſic and Painting, and certainly any Perſon ſo en- 
dowed, can never be at a Loſs for a pleaſing Relaxation 
from Study. I am far, Tom, from being one of that 
10 Claſs of Mortals, who decry Chearfulneſs and 

Itth; 1 love Mirth, you know do; and Chearful- 
dels (as the Speltater f. 
doul; to preſerve which, is one great Reaſon why I 
would have you avoid Drinking; for Drinking is in 
Reality an Enemy to Chearfulneſs, Good-nature, and 
Mirth. —In Drinking it is hard, nay it is almoſt im- 
Pollble, to ſtop at a certain Mark, and when you once 


£0 


ays) is the veary Health of the 
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o beyond it, you are hurried you know. not whither, 
8 Gaming, Debauchery of all Kinds, nay 
often Murder, are the dreadful Fruits of Drinking ; 
and in Regard to Converſation, Tom, I would appeal 
to yourle!f, whether from the little you have ſcen of 
Drinking, (I ſincerely hope it is but little) whether in 
your cool Moments you would not have been aſhamed 
of the Words and Actions which you applauded when 
warm with Liquor: In a Word, unleſs you moſt care. 
fully guard againſt Drunkenneſs in your Youth, it 
will inſenſibly ſteal on you; it will make you miſerable 
both in Body and Mind; it will prove an inſuperable 
Bar to your becoming eminent in any Profeſſic n, it will 
make you odious to yourſelf, and deſpicable to others; 
it will Jay a perpetual Opening to the grand Fempter to 
make you miſerable both here and hereafter ; and in- 
deed, and in Truth, I would rather hear of your being 
no more, than your becoming a Drunkard Yeu 
know I love you, Tem; yet the more I love you, the 
more deſirous I ſhould be of your deſcending to the 
Grave, than to hear of your giving Way to that ſcan- 
dalous, mean, deteſtable Vice.,—1 ſhall conclude my 
Letter with a little Story I have fomewhere read, and 
which | think much to the Purpoſe. | 

A certain young Fellow had been drawn into a 
Contract with the Devil, that in Conſideration of 
ſome important Services from his diabolical Majeſty, 
the young Fellow was to comply with one of three 
Requeſts the Devil ſhould think proper to make him, 
It is to be obſerved, the Devil had before often tempted 
him in vain to commit ſeveral Crimes; but the young 
Fellow had hitherto withſtood his Temptations, and 
was ſtill determined to refuſe him every Thing, but 
the one Requeſt he was obliged by his Contract to 
comply with: When it came to Belzebub's Turn to 
command, he left it to the Youth's Choice, either to 
murder his Father, debauch his own Siſter, or get 
drunk. The young Man choſe the laſt, as by far the 
aſt ſhocking ; but when he bad got drunk, the * 
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nta that Ot nortunity of tempting him (which till 
he was drvn. |. never could effectually do) to com- 


mit both the Cher Criince, Thus he was drawn in to 
commit all the Der! wanted; whereas if either of the 
other had ben :s Vacoe, lie weuld probably have 
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ec-mned 10 (C „ 111 © Gut. 
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The HisTORY F SAN TON BARS-M A: Shrwing the 
fatal Effes of encouraging bad Thoughts, 


Short it the Courſe of every laat Flop forme, 

Grief like a Shade cn all its Footſleps avaits, 

Scarce wifible in Joy s Meridian Height : 

But downwards as its Blaze declining ſpreads, 

The dwarfi/h Shadow to a Giant ſpreads, M1LTON. 


HERE was formerly a Santen, whoſe Name was 
Barſiſa, who for the Space of an hundred Years 
rery frequently applied himſelf to Prayer; and ſcarce 
trer went out of the Grotto ia which he made his 
kehdence, for fear of expoſing himſelf to the Danger 
of oftending God, He faſted in the Day-time, and 
watched in the Night ; all the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
ty had fo great a Veneration for him, and ſo highly 
valued his Prayers, that they commonly applied to him 
when they had any Favours to beg of Heaven, When 
te made Vows for the Health of a ficx Perſon, the 
Patient was immediately cured. 

It happened that the Daughter of the King of that 
Country fell into a dangerous Diſtemper, the Cauſe of 
Wuch the Phyſicians could not diſcover, yet they con- 
inued preſcribing Remedies by Gueſs ; but inſtead of 
belping the Princeſs, they only augmented her Diſ- 
tale, In the mean Time the King was inconſolable, 
for he paſſionately loved his Daughter: wherefore one 
Day, hnding all human Aſſiſtance vain, he declared it 


s tis Opinion, that the Princeſs ought to be ſent to 
te dan hun Bar ſiſa. 
All 
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All the Beys applauded his Sentiment, and the 
King's Officers conducted her to the Santen; who, 
notwithſtanding his frozen Age, could not ſee ſuch a 
Beauty, without being ſenſibly moved. He gazed on 
her with Pleaſure ; and the Devil taking this Oppor. 
tunity, whiſpered in his Ears thus: O Santon ! do 
not let ſlip ſuch a fortunate Minute : Tell the King's 
Servants, that it is requiſite for the Princeſs to paſs this 
Nighr in the Grotto, to ſee whether it will pleaſe God 
to Cure her; that you will put up a Prayer for her, 
and that they need only come to fetch her To- 
morrow, 

How weak is Man ! The Santen followed the Devil” 
Advice, and did what he ſuggeſted to him. But the 

Officers, before they would yield to leave the Princes, 
ſent one of their Number to know the King's Pleaſure, 
That Monarch, who had an entire Confidence in Bar- 

fiſa, never in the leaſt ſcrupled the truſting of his 

aughter with him. I conſent, ſaid he, that fbe flay 
with that holy Man, and that he keep her as long as be 
pleaſes ; I am wholly ſatisfied on that Head. 

When the Officers had received the King's Anſwer, 
they all retired, and the Princeſs remained alone with 
the Hermit. Night being come, the Devil preſented 
himſelf to the Santon, ſaying, . Canſt thou let flip ſo 
favourable an Opportunity with ſo charming a Ctes- 
ture? Fear not her telling of the Violence you offer 
her; if ſhe were even ſo indiſcreet as to reveal it, who 
will believe her? The Court, the City, and all the 
World, are too much prepoſſeſſed in thy Favour, to give 
any Credit to ſuch a Report. You may do any Thing 
unpuniſhed, when armed by the great Reputation for 
Wiſdom, which you have acquired.” The unfortu- 
nate Barſiſa was ſo weak as to hearken to the Enemy 
of Mankind. He approached the Princeſs, took her 
into his Arms, and in a Moment cancelled a Virtue 
of an hundred Years' Duration. 

He had no ſooner perpetrated this Crime, than 
Thouſand avenging Horrors haunted him Night 
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Day. He thus accoſted the Devil : * Oh Wretch, ſays 
be, it is thou who haſt deſtroyed me] Thou haſt en- 
compaſſed me for a whole Age, and endeavoured to 
duce me; and now thou haſt at laſt gained thy End.“ 
« Oh Santon ! anſwered the Devil, do not reproach me 
with the Pleaſure thou haſt enjoyed. Thou mayeſt re- 
ent: But what is unhappy for thee is, that the Prin- 
cſs is impregnate, and thy Sin will become public: 
Thou wilt become the Laugh:ng-ſtock of thoſe who 
umire and reverence thee at preſent, and the King 
will put thee to an ignominious Death.” 

Barſſſa, terrified by this Diſcourſe, ſays to the De- 
il, “ What ſhall I do to prevent the Publication of 
ny Shame? „To hinder the Knowledge of your 
Crime, you ought to commit a freſh one, anſwered the 
Devil. Kill the Princeſs, bury her at the Corner of 
theGrotto, and when the King's Meſſengers come To- 
morrow, tell them you have cured her, and that ſhe 
went from the Grotto very early in the Morning : 


7 They will believe you, and fearch for her all over the 
cy and Country; and the King her Father will be 
„great Pain for her; but after ſeveral vain Searches, 
» WY © vill wear off.” 


Advice, killed the Prineeſs, buried her in a Corner of 
the Grotto, and the next Day told the Officers what 
er de Devil bade him ſay. They made diligent En- 
vo by for the King's Daughter; but not being able to 
he bear of her, they deſpaired of finding her, when the 
*. Devil told them that all their Searches for the Princeſs 
no verre in vain; and relating what had paſſed betwixt her 
* ind the Santon, he told them the Place where ſhe was 
1. Wh werred. The Officers immed iately went to the Grot- 


mk ſeized Barſiſa, and found the Princeſs's Body in 


er Le Place to which the Devil had directed tiſem; where- 


ue pon they took up the Corpſe, and carried that and 
ie Santon to the Palace. 


2. When the King ſaw his Daughter dead, and was 


n4 Wl formed of the whole Event, he broke into Tears 
ay, | and 


The Hermit, abandoned by God, purſuant to this 
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and bitter Lamentations ; and aſſembling the Doctom, 
he laid the Sauton's Crime before them, and aſked their 
Advice how he ſhould be puniſhed. All the Doctors 
condemned him to Death: upon which the Gibbet wy 
erected ; the Hermit went up the Ladder, and when 
he was going to be turned off, the Devil whiſpered in 
his Ear theſe Words: Oh Santon / if you will worſhip 
me, I will extricate you out of this Difficulty, and 
tranſport you two thouſand Leagues from hence intoa 
Country where you ſhall be reverenced by Men, 23 
much as you were before this Adventure,” ©] an 
content, ſays Barſiſa ; deliver me, and I will worſhip 
thee.” „Give me firſt a Sign of Adoration,” replied 
the Devil; whereupon the Santon bowed his Head, 
and ſaid, „I give myſelf to you.” Then the Devil 
raiſing his Voice, ſaid, Oh. Barſiſa, I am ſatisfied; 
I have obtained what I deſired:“ And with theſe 
Words, ſpitting in his Face, he diſappeared ; and the 
deluded Santon was hanged. 

From this may be interred, that evil Thoughts wil 
ſometimes ſtart up even in the beſt of Minds, which 
when checked as ſoon as noticed, can never be deemed 
criminal, but ought to be carefully ſtifled in Embru, 
as the firſt Incitements to Sin ; for Vice naturally be- 
gets Vice, and the leaſt Digreon from Virtue is fre- 
quently ſucceeded by ſuch a 'T'rain of Evils, as leads 
on imperceptibly to certain Ruin, 
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On the imperceptible Deviation to VICE, and the Re- 
mmnflrances of CONSCIENC E,——The Story of 
AMURATH, an Eaſtern Monarch. 


When Conſcience pleads, turn not axvay ;, 
'Tis Heawv'n that ſpeaks and points the Way. R. 


Y which of the Indian Sages of Antiquity the fol- 
lowing Story was written, Or whether the People 
af the Eaſt have gny remote Tradition, upon which it 
« founded, is not known : But it was probably related 
in the firſt Perſon, to give it an Air of greater Dignicy: 
ind render its Influence more powerful: Nor would 
it, perhaps, appear altogether incredible, to People 
mong whom Metempſycheſis is an Article of Faith, and 
the vilible Agency of ſuperior Beings admitted without 
cruple. 
1 Sultan of the Ea, the Judge of Nations, 
he Diſciple of Adverſity, records the Wonders of his 
Life; Let thoſe who preſumptuouſly queſtion theWays 
of Providence, bluſh in Silence and be wiſe ; let the 
Proud be humble and obtain Honour ; and let the Sen- 

ſual reform and be happy. 

The Angel of Death cloſed the Eyes of the Sultan 
firadin, my Father, and his Empire deſcended to me 
in the eighteenth Year of my Age. At firſt my Mind 
wsawed to Humility, and ſoftened with Grief ; I was 
nſenfible to the Splendor of Dominion; I heard the. 
Addreſſes of Flattery with Diſguſt, and received the 
Homage of dependent Greatneſs with Indifference. 1 
had always regarded my Father not only with Love 
but Reverence ; and I was now perpetually recollect- 
Ing Inſtances of his Tenderneſs, and reviewing the ſo- 
mn Scene, in which he recommended me to Heaven 
n imperfect Language, and graſped my Hand in the 
Igonies of Death. 

One Evening, after having concealed myſelf all 
Day in my Chamber, I viſited his Grave: I proſtrated 
myleif on his Tomb; Sorrow overflewed my Eyes 

| and 
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and Devotion kindled in my Boſom. I felt myſzlf 
tuddenly ſmitten on the Shoulder as with a Rod; aud 
looking up, I perceived a Man whoſe Eyes were pier. 
eing as Light, and his Beard whiter than Snow, «| 
am, ſaid he, the Genius Syndarac, the Friend of thy 
Father Abradin, who was the Fear of his Enemies, and 
the Deſire of his People; whoſe Smile diffuſed Glad. 
neſs like the Luſtre of the Morning, and whoſe Fronn 
was dreadful as the Gathering of a Tempeſt : Reſign 
thyſelf to my Influence, and thou ſhalt be like him,” 
I bowed myſelf to the Earth in Token of Gratitude 
and Obedience, and he put a Ring on the middle Fin- 
ger of my Left-hand, in which I perceived a Ruby e 
a deep Colour and uncommon Brightneſs. “ This 
Ring, ſaid he, ſhall mark out to thee the Boundaries 
of Good and Evil; that, without weighing remote 
Conſequences, thou mayeſt know the Nature and Ten- 
dency of every Action. Be attentive therefore to the 
ſilent Admonition : And when the Circle of Gold ſhall 
by a ſudden Contraction preſs thy Finger, and the 
Ruby ſhall grow pale, deſiſt immediately from what 
thou ſhalt be doing, and mark down that Action in 
thy Memory as a Tranſgreſſion of the Rule of Right: 
Keep my Gift as a Pledge of Happineſs and Honvur, 
and take it not off for a Moment.” I received the 
Ring with a Senſe of Obligation which | ſtrove to 
expreſs, and an Aſtoniſhment that compelled me to 
be ſilent, The Genius perceived my Confuſion, and 
turning from me with a Smile of Complacency, im- 
mediately diſappeared. 

During the firſt Moon I was ſo cautious and circum- 
ſpect, that the Pleaſure of reflecting that my Ring 
had not once indicated a Fault, was leflened by 3 
Doubt of its Virtue. I applied myſelf to the public 
Buſineſs. My Melancholy decreaſed, as my Mind was 


diverted to other Objects; and, leſt the Youth of my 


Court ſhould think that Recreation was too long ſuſ- 
But though 
J went 


pendol, I appointed to hunt the Lion. 
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[went out to the Sport rather to gratify others than 
myſelf, yet my uſual Ardour returned in the Field; J 
ner warm in the Purſuit, I continued the Chace, 
which was unſucceſsful, too long, and returned fa- 
tzued and diſappointed. 
"As I entercd the Seraglio, I was met by a little Dog 
that had been my Father's, who expreſſed his Joy at 
ny Return by jumping round me, and endeavouring 
reach my Hand: But as I was not diſpoſed to te- 
give his Careſſes, I &r..c{k{ him in the Fretfulneſs of 
my Diſpleaſure ſo ſevere a Blow with my Foot, that it 
en him ſcarce Power to Crawl away, and hide himſelf 
under a Sofa in the Corner of the Apartment. At this 
Moment I felt tne Ring preſs my Finger, and looking 
won the Ruby, I perccived the Glow of its Colour 
abated, 
| was at firſt ſtruck with Surprize and Regret ; but 
en-M Lurprize and Regret quickly gave Way to Diſdain. 
thei © Shall not the Sultan Amurath, ſaid I, to whom a 
ball thouſand Kings pay Tribute, and in whoſe Hand is 
the the Life of Nations, ſhall not Amurath ſtrike a Dog that 
hat cznds him, without being reproached for having tranſ- 
in pelſed the Rule of Right? My Ring again preſſed my 
ht: finger, and the Ruby became more pale: Immediate- 
ur, Wy the Palace ſhook with a Burſt of Thunder, and the 
the Bi Genius Syndarac again ſtood before me. 
to © Amurath, ſaid he, thou haſt offended againſt thy 
to Brother of the Duſt ; a Being who, like thee, has re- 
nd cid from the ALMIGHTY a Capacity of Pleaſure and 
m- Fein: Pleaſure which Caprice is not allowed to ſuſ- 
pend, and Pain which juſtice only has a Right to in- 

m- fict. If thou art juſtiſied by Power in afflicting in- 
ng krior Beings, 1 ſhould be juſtified in afflicting thee : 
y 2 BY But my Power yet ſpares thee, becauſe it is directed 
lic Wi by the Laws of Sovereign Goodneſs, and becauſe thou 
as nayeſt yet be reclaimed by Admonition. But yield 
ny ol bt to the Impulſe of quick Reſentment, nor indulge 
I Cruelty the Forwardneſs of Diſguſt, left by the 
oh Wi Lis of Goodneſs 1 be compelled to afflict thee ; for 
X 2 he 
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not ſufficient a ere to deſpiſe them. I enjoy- 
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he that ſcorns Reproof, muſt be reformed by Puniſh, | 
ment, or loſt for ever.” more bi 

At the Preſence of Synzarac I was troubled, and here. | 
Words covered me with Confulion : I fell proftrate » WM+1:rcd. 
dis Feet, and heard him pronounce with a milder Ac. ace; 
cent, Expect not henceforth that I ſhould anſve: WMWcakne 
the Demands of Arrogance, or gratify the C uriolity of c:me ou 
Speculation: Confide in my Friendſhip, and truit in-WMh-fives 


plicitly to thy Ring. Mind w 
As the Chace had produced ſo much Infelicity, I did Would k 
not repeat it, but invited my Nobles to a Banquet, Hedtvit; 
and entertained them with Dancing and Mulic, [lttority, 
bad given Leave that all Ceremony ſhould be ſuſpend- Nou diſc 
ed, and that the Company ſhould treat me not as af riend(t 
Sovereign but an Equal, becauſe the Converſation Heaſure. 
would otherwiſe be incumbered or reſtrained ; and noted 
encouraged others to. Pleafantry, by indulging the With W 
Luxuriancy of my own Imagination. But tho' I af-Wſki up, : 
felted to throw off the Trappings of Koyalty, I hal fo draw 
alled tc 


ed the voluntary Deference which was paid me, and 
was ſecretly offended at Alibeg my Viſier, who en- 
deavoured to prevail upon the Aſſembly to enjoy the 
Liberty that had been given them, and was himſelf an 


{ Regr 
kt Wh 
But, 
painſt v 


Example of the Conduct that he recommended. | roof, 1 
ſingled out zs the Object of my Raillery, the Man who Bore ala 
alone deſerved my Approbation: He believed my Con- N C 
deſcenſion to be ſincere, and imagining that he was Watimati 
ſecuring my Favour, by that Behaviour which hat Buuent 
incurred my Diſpleaſure ; he was, therefore, grieved miar, 


and confounded to perceive, that I laboured to render Wa whe 


kim ridiculous and contemptible : I enjoyed his Pain, ¶ It wa, 
and was elated at my Succeſs; but my Attention Wlity ; © 
was ſuddenly called to my Ring, and I perceived tht BW i ſon 


Ice, 


Luby change Colour. I deſiſted for a Moment; but 


ſome of my Courtiers having diſcovered and ſecunded Wh to p. 
my Intention, I felt my Vanity and my Reſentment Wi ther 
oratified ; I endeavoured to waſh away the Remem- lo u 
brance of my Ring with Wine; my Satire became to 8 


Mole that 
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more bitter, and Alibeg diſcovered yet greater Diſ— 
6, My Ring again reproached me; but I ſtil per- 
byered, The Viſter was at Length rouſed to his De- 
knce ; probably he had diſcovered and deſpiſed my 
Weakneſs : His Replies were ſo poignant, tnat I be- 
came outrageous, and deſcended from Raillery to In- 
tives : At Length, diſguiſing the Anguiſh of his 
Mind with a Smile, „ Amurath, ſaid he, if the Satan 
Gould know, that after having invited your Friends to 
feltvity and Merriment, you had affumed this Au- 
tority, and inſulted thoſe who were not aware that 


d- hou difdained to be treated with the Femiliarity of 
si bendſhip, you would certainly fall under his Dif- 
on eure.“ The Severity of this Sarcaſm, which was 
d [ertorted by long Provocations from a Man, warmed 
the With Wine, ſtung me with intolerable Rage; I ftart- 
af. up, and ſpurning him from the Lable, was about 
120 Wo draw my Poignard; when my Attention was again 


led to my Ring, and I perceived with ſome Degree 
{ Regret, that the Ruby had fallen almoſt to a per- 
kt White. 
But, inſtead of being reſolved to be more watchful 
gunſt whatever might bring me under this filent Ke- 
woof, I comforted myſelf, that the (rerrus would no 
pore alarm me with his Preſence. The Irregularities 
on- ny Conduct increaſed almoſt imperceptibly, and the 
atmations of my Ring became proportionabiy more 
quent, though leſs forcible, till at laſt they were fo 
miliar, that [ ſcarce remarked when they were given 
d when ſuſpended. 
lt was ſoon diſcovered that I was pleaſed with Ser- 
ity ; Servility therefore was practiſed, and I reward- 
the vt ſometimes with a Penſion, and ſometimes with a 
but W'ice. Thus the Government of my Kingdoms was 
it to petty Tyrants, who oppreſſed the People to en- 
u themſelves. In the mean Time, I filled my Se- 
lo with Women, among whom I abandoned my- 
f to Senſuality, without enjoying the pure Delight 
that Love which ariſes from Eſteem. But I had 
X 3 got 
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not yet ſtained my Hands with Blood, nor dared (6 
ridicule the Laws which ] had neglected to fulfil 

My Reſentment againſt Alibeg, however unjul, 
was inflexible, and terminated in the moſt perfect Hz 
tred ; 1 degraded him from his Office; but I {till kept 
him at Court, that I might imbitter his Life by per. 
petual Indignities, and practiſe againſt him ney 
Schemes of Malevolence. 

Selima, the Daughter of this Prince, had been in. 


tended by my Father for my Wife; and the M Tide) 
riage had been delayed only by his Death: Butt one \ 
Pleaſure and the Dignity that Alibeg would dem bey 
from this Alliance, had now changed my PurpoeW Nigh 
Yet ſuch was the Eeauty of Selima, that I gazed wit no P. 
Deſire; and ſuch was her Wit, that I liſtened wit out 0 
Delight. 1 therefore reſolved, that I would, if poſ: 

fible, ſeduce ker to voluntary Proſtitution; and tha © 
when her Beauty ſhould yield to the Charms of Va 7 
riety, I would diſmiſs her with Marks of Diſgrace 

But in this Attempt I could not ſuccecd ; my Scl 07 
citations were rejected, ſometimes with ears, ail Bel 
tometimes with Reproaches. I became every Day mot 
wretched, by ſceking to bring Calamities on other: N 
] conſidered my Diſappointment as the Triunph( u 
a Slave, whom I w:ſhed but did not dare to deſtroy with 
and I regarded his Daughter as the Inſtrument of Vith: 
my Diſtonour. Thus the Tenderneſs, which be had 
fore had ſhaken my Purpopſe, was weakened; u Pt 
Deſire for Beauty became as ſelfiſh and as ſordid : With 
Appetite, as my Deſire for Food; and as I had mon, 
Hope cf obtaining the complete Gratification of mil Prodi 
Luſt and my Revenge, I determined to enjoy Sal Win 
ma by Force, as the only Expedient to alleviate my mag 
Torment. the | 


She refided by my Command in an Apartment WF cap 
the Seraglio, and J entered her Chamber at Midnis ſigne 
by a private Door, of which I had a Key; but wi 
inexpreflible Vexation I found it empty. To * 
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diſappointed in my laſt Attempt at the very Moment 
in which 1 thought I had inſured Succels, diitracted 
me with Rage ; and inſtead of returning to my Cham- 
ber, and concealing my Deſign, I called for her Wo- 
men. They ran in pale and trembling : I demanded 
the Lady; they gazed at me aſtoniſhed and terrified, 
and then looking upon each other, ſtood filent : I re- 
peated my Demand with Fury and Execration, and to 
enforce it, called aloud for the Minifters of Death : 
They then fell proſtrate at my Feet, and declared with 
one Voice, that they knew not where ſhe was ; that 
they had left her, when they were diſmiſled for the 
Night, fitting on a Sofa penſive and alone; and that 
no Perſon had ſince to their Knowledge paſſed in or 
out of her Apartment. 


— 


The STORY of AMURATH continued, 


Of mortal Juſtice if thou ſcorn the Rod, 
Believe and tremble—thou art judg d of God. R. 


N this Account, however incredible, they perſiſted 
without Variation; and having filled the Palace 
with Alarm and Confuſion, I was obliged to retire 
without gaining any Intelligence by what Means I 
had been baffled, or on whom to turn my Reſent- 
ment, I reviewed the Tranſactions of the Night 
with Anguiſh and Regret ,and bewildered myſelf a- 
mong the innumerable Poſſibilites that might have 
produced my Diſappointment. 1 —— that the 
Windows of Selima's Apartments were open, and I 
imagined that ſhe might that Way have eſcaped into 
the Gardens of the Seraglio. But why ſhould- ſhe 
eſcape who had never been confined ? If ſhe had de- 
liened to depart, ſhe might have departed by Day. 
ad ſhe an Aſſignation? And did ſhe intend to return, 
Without been known to have been abſent ? This Sup- 
polition increaſed my Torment; becaule, if it was 
| truc, 
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true, Seli ma had granted to my Slave that which ſhere. 
fuſed to me. But as all theſe Conjectures were uncer. 
tain, I determined to make her Ablence a Pretence tg 
deſtroy her Father. 

In the Morning I gave Orders that he ſhould te 
ſeized and brought before me; but while I was ya 
ſpeaking, he entered, and proſtrating himſelf, thus an- 
ticipated my Accuſation : May the Sultan Amurath, 
in whoſe Wrath the Angel of Death goes forth, te- 
joice for cver in the Smiles of Heaven! Let the 
. wretched 4hbeg periſh; but let my Lord remember 
Selima with Mercy; let him diſmiſs the Slave in whom 
he ceaſes to delight,” I heard no more, but cried out, 
& Dareſt thou to mock me with a Requeſt, to diſ- 
miſs the Daughter whom thou haſt ſtvlen ! Thou, 
whoſe Life, that has been ſo often forfeited, | have 
yet ſpared | Reſtore her within an Hour, or aftronted 
Mercy ſhall give thee up.“ Oh! ſaid he, let not the 
mighty Sovereign of the Ea ſport with the Miſery ot 
the Weak. If thou haſt doomed us to Death, let us 
die together.” 

Though I was now convinced that Alibeg believed 
I had confined Slima, and decreed her Death, yet! 
reſolved to perſifÞ in requiring her at his Hands; 
and therefore diſmiſſed him with a Repetition of my 
Command, to produce her within an Hour, upon Pain 
of Death. 

My Ring, which during this Series of Events, had 
given perpetual Intimation of Guilt, which was al- 
ways diſregarded, now preſſed my Finger ſo forcibly, 
that it gave me great Pain, and compelled my Notice. 
I immediately retired, and gave Way to the Diſcon- 
tent that ſwelled my Boſom. How wretched 2 
Slave is Amurath to an inviſible Tyrant! A Being, 
whoſe Malevolence or Envy has reſtrained me in the 
Exerciſe of my Authority as a Prince, and whoſe 
Cunning has contrived perpetually to inſult me, by 
intimating that every Action of my Life is a Crime 


How long ſhall I groan under this intolerable Op- 
preſſion 
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neon! This accurſed Ring is the Badge and the 
laſtrument of my Subjection and Diſhonour : He 
who gave it, is now perhaps, in ſome remote Region 
of the Air ; perhaps he rolls ſome Planet in its Orbit, 
,vitates the Southern Ocean with a Tempeſt, or 
ſhakes ſome diſtant Region with an Earthquake: But 
wherever he is, he has ſurely a more important Em- 
ploy than to watch my Conduct. Perhaps he has con- 
rived this Taliſman, only to reſtrain me from the En- 
joyment of ſome Good, which he wiſhes to with-hoid ; 
| feel that my Deſires are controuled ; and to gratify 
theſe Defires is to be happy.” As I pronounced theſe 
Words 1 drew off the Ring, and threw it to the 
Ground with Diſdain and Indignation : Immediately 
the Air grew dark; a Cloud burſt in Thunder over 
my Head, and the Eye of Syndarac was upon me. I 
ſtood before him motionleſs and ſilent: Horror thrilled 
in my Veins, and my Hair ſtood upright. I had nei- 
ther Power to depreciate his Anger, nor to confeſs my 
Faults. In his Countenance there was a calm Severi- 
y; and | heard him pronounce theſe Words: Thou 
haſt now, as far as is in thy own Power, thrown off Hu- 
manity, and degraded thy Being: Thy Form there- 
fre ſhall no longer conceal thy Nature, nor thy Ex- 
ample render thy Vices contagious,” He then touch- 
ed me with his Rod; and, while the Sound of his 
Voice yet vibrated in my Ears, I found myſelf in the 
Midft of a Deſart, not in the Form of a Man, but of a 
Monſter, with the fore Parts of my Body like a Wolf, 
and the hinder Parts like a Goat. I was till con- 
[cious to every Event of my Life, and my intellectual 
Fowers were continued, though my Paſſions were ir- 
tated to Frenzy. I now rolled in the Sand in an A- 
sony not to be deſcribed ; and now haſtily traverſed 
ne Deſart, impelled only by the vain Deſire of flying 
um myſelf. I now bellowed with Rage, and now 
wed in Deſpair ; this Moment J breathed Execra- 
tions 
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tions againſt the Genius, and the next reproached my 
ſelf for having forfeited his Friendſhip, bre 
By this violent Agitation of Mind and Body, th{Mherrd t 
Powers of both were ſoon exhauſted : I crawled iat ap 
a Den which | perceived near me, and immediateh bead. 
ſunk down in a State of Inſenſibility. I ſlept; buQMCurioſit 
Sleep, initead of prolonging, put an End to this InMul wa 
terval of Quiet. The Genius ſtill terrified me wit n kept 
his Preſence; 1 heard his Sentence repeated, and felWMleralia 
again all the Horrors of my Transformation, When \ly þ 
I waked, I was not refreſhed : Calamity, though iMMaember 
compelled me to admit Slumber, can yet exclude Reſt weed 
But I was now rouſed with Hunger; for Hunger, likWMpifre n 
Sleep, is irreſiſtible. Jigour 
I went out in Search of Prey; and if I felt ich T 
Alleviation of Miſery, beſides the Hope of ſatisfyinMWnany | 
my Appetite, it was in the Thought of tearing ed at 
Pieces whatever I ſhould meet, and inflicting ſom I wared 


Part of the Evil which I endured ; for though Ie he 

retted my Puniſhment, I did not repent of mũi t he | 
ee and as I imagined Syndarac would no ſuit: 
neither mitigate nor increaſe my Sufferings, I was no alte: 


reſtrained, either by Hope or Fear, from indulgin ny L 


my Diſpoſition to wad oy At Revenge. But while WW, a 
was thus meditating the Deſtruction of others, I trem'Vemea 
bled, leſt by ſome ſtronger Savage I ſhould be deſtroy * by 

was 


ed myſelf. 

In the Midſt of this Variety of Torment, I hear 
the Cry of Dogs, the Trampling of Horſes, and t 
Shouts of the Hunters; and ſuch is the Love of Lite 
however wretched, that my Heart ſunk within me © 
the Sound. To hide myſelf was impoſſible, and I wi 
too much enfeebled either to fly br reſiſt, | ſtood fi 
till they came up. At firſt they gazed on me wil 
Wonder, and doubted whether they ſhculd advance 
But at Length a Slave threw a Net over me, and I wil kae 
dragged to the City. | E 

I now entered the Metropolis of my Empire, amid 


the Noiſe and Tumult of the Rabble, who py 
| $7; ef0 


0 expreſ 

rage 

ity v 
well ! 
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fore would have hid themſelves at my Preſence. I 
ward the Sound of Muſic at a Diſtance : The He- 
alls approached, and Alibeg was proclaimed in my 
tad. I was now deſerted by the Multitude, whole 
(uriofity was diverted by the . of the Proceſſion; 
ud was conducted to the Place where other Savages 
i kept, which Cuſtom has conſidered as Part of the 
Recalia, 

My Keeper was a black Slave, whom I did not re- 
nember ever to have ſeen, and in whom it would 
need have been a fatal Preſumption to have ſtood 
kfore me. After he had given me Food, and the 
licour of Nature was reſtored, he diſcovered in me 
ich Tokens of Ferocity, that he ſuffered me to fait 
many Hours before I was again fed. I was ſo en- 
weed at this Delay, that, forgetting my Dependance, 
[roared horribly when he again approached me: So 
bat he found it neceflary to add Blows to Hunger, 
lat he might gain ſuch an Aſcendency over me, as 
w ſuitable to his Office. By this Slave, therefore, I 
alternately beaten and famiſhed, till the Fierceneſs 
my Diſpoſition being ſuppreſſed by Fear and Lan- 
wr, a mild Temper inſenſibly ſtole upon me; and 
iWemeanor that was begun by Conſtraint, was con- 
nued by Habit. 

[was now treated with leſs Severity, and ſtrove 
dexpreſs ſomething like Gratitude, that might en- 
duage my Keeper to yet greater Kindneſs. His 
nity was flattered by my Submiſſion ; and, to ſhew 
nell his Courage as the Succeſs of his Diſcipline, 
fventured ſometimes to careſs; me in the Preſence 
| thoſe whoſe Curioſity brought them to ſee me. 
Kind of Friendſhip thus imperceptibly grew be- 
Ken us, and I felt ſome Degree of the Affection 
it | had feigned. It happened that a Tyger which 
a been lately taken, broke one Day imo my Den 
le my Keeper was giving me my Proviſion, and 
wing upon him, would inſtantly have torn him to 
Ms, if I had not ſeized the Savage by the 2 

an 
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and dragged him to the Ground: The Slave pre 
ſently diſpatched him with his Dagger, and turnec 


phich 
not 


about to careſs his Deliverer; but {tarting ſudden] I 
backward, he ſtood motionleſs with Aſtoniſhment 025 
— that I was no longer a Monſter, but it 
og. t 
I was myſelf conſcious of the Change which hal” o 
again paſſed upon me, and leaping out of my Dex . 
eſcaped from my Confinement. This Transforma "Mar 
tion I conſidered as a Reward for my Fidelity, ane * * 
Was perhaps never more happy than in the firſt Mo "1 : 
ments of my Eſcape; for I reflected, that as a Dos 1 40 
my Liberty was not only reſtored but inſured; I wa __ 
no longer ſuſpected of Qualities which rendered m( 4% 
unfit for Society; I had ſome faint Reſemblance offi.” 1 
human Virtue which is not found in other Animals 55 * 
» 


and therefore hoped to be more generally careſſed Ap" 
But it was not long before this Joy ſubſided in th "ohh 
Remembrance of that Dignity from which J had fallen h & 
and from which I was till at an immeaſurable Dil. 


tance, Vet lifted up my Heart in Gratitude to thi ag 
Power who had onee more brought me within the Cir A 5 
cle of Nature. As a Brute I was more thankful for Nom | 
Mitigation of Puniſhment, than as a King I had bee 3 


for Offers of the higheſt Happineſs and Honour. Ane 
who, that is not taught by Affliction, can juſtly eſti 
mate the Bounties of Heaven? 

As ſoon as the firſt Tumult of my Mind was paſt 
I felt an irreſiſtible Inclination once more to vil 
the Apartments of my Seraglio. I placed myſelf be 
* hind an Emir, whom I knew to have been the Frien 
of Alibeg, and was permitted to follow him into th 
Preſence. The Perſons and the Place, the Retro 
ſpection of my Life which they produced, and th 
Compariſon of what I was with what I had been, al 
moſt overwhelmed me. I went unobſerved into th 
Garden, and lay down under the Shade of an A 


mond Tree, that I might indulge thoſe * 
whic 


de to 
ut at t 
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ich though they oppreſſed me with Melancholy, I 
not wiſh to loſe. 

| had not been long in this Place, before a little 
de, which I knew to be the ſame I ſpurned 
um me when he carefled me at my Return from 
lunting, came and fawned at my Feet. My Heart 
vs (mote me, and I ſaid to myſelf, Doſt thou 
how me under this Diſguiſe ? Is thy Fidelity to thy 
lord unhaken? Cut off as I am from the Converle 
Mankind, haſt thou preſerved for me an Affection, 
mich 1 once ſo lightly eſteemed, and requited with 
il? This Forgetfulneſs of Injury, and this ſteady 
Friendſhip, are they leſs than human, or are they 
fore?” I was not prevented by theſe Reflections 
km returning thoſe Careſſes that I received ; and Ali- 
W who jult entered the Garden, took Notice 


5 Ame, and ordered that I ſhould not be turned out. 

g In the Seraglio, I ſoon learned, that a Body 
Y aich was thought to be mine, was found dead in 
n 


he Chamber; and that Alibeg had been choſen ta 
kceed me, by the unanimous Voice of the People. 
But I gained no Intelligence of Selima, whole Apart- 
nt 1 found in the Poſſeſſion of another, and for 
mom! had ſearched eveiy Part of the Palace in vain, 
| became reſtleſs; every Place was irkſome; a De- 
re to wander prevailed ; and one Evening 1 went 
wut at the Garden Gate, and, travelling till Mid- 
icht, I lay down at the Foot of a Sycamore Ire 
nd ſlept, 

In the Morning, I beheld with Surpriſe a Wall of 


be Marble that ſeemed to reach to Heaven, and Gates 
* lit were ſculptured with every Emblem of Dlight. 
; er the Gate was inſcribed in Letters of Gold, 
* Within this Wall Liberty is unbounded, and Fe- 
1 ity complete: Nature is not oppreſſed by the T'y- 
Yo! of Religion, nor is Pleaſute awed by the 
N Irown of Virtue, The Gate is obedient to thy Wiſh, 


Woſoeyer thou art: enter therefore, and be happy.” 
4 When 
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When I read this Inſcription, my Boſom throby Mon the 
with tumultuous Expectation: But my Deſire Heat; 
enter was repreſſed by the Reflection that I had , | 2: 
the Form, in which alone I could gratify the Appl" Ho 
tites of a Man. Deſire and Curioſity were notwi ens: 
ſtanding predominant: The Door immediately oper | foiicit 
cd inward; I entered, and it cloſed after me. on C 
te ſame 
wured 1 
The STORY of AMURA TH concluded. be Rau 
Scarce an Ill to human Life belongs, * J0)c 

But wwhat our Fullies cauſe, or mutual Wrongs : p 1)9ub 

Or if ſome Stripes from Providence ave cel, I Not 

Je ſtrikes <vith Pity, and but wounds to hcal. ſoon 

| | Dos « lhe, tha! 
Duo my Ears were now ſtunned with the Diſlo# been 

nance of Riot, and my Eye ſickened at the Con be Effe 
toi tions of Miſery : Diſeaſe was viſible in every Coun ion. 
tenance, however otherwiſe impreſſed with the Ch amedia 
racter of Rage, of Drunkenneſs or of Luſt; Ra wiſelf, 
and Murder, Revelling and Strife, filled every Stre Ct 
and every Dwelling, | Ry, and 

As my Retreat was cut off, I went forward wit la ch 
Timidity and CircumſpeRion ; for I imagined, t dm 
I could no otherwiſe eſcape Injury, than by eludi e of 
the Notice of Wretches, whole R to III un an 
reſtrained by no Law; and I perceived too late, th; Vet: 
to puniſh Vice is to promote Happineſs. eth fl 

It was now Evening; and that I might paſs et | 
Night in greater Security, I quitted the public W Ape 
and perceiving a Houle that was encircled by a Mota ©qu 
I ſwam over to it, and choſe an obſcure Corner e g 
the Area for my Aſylum. I heard from within, tt pace, [ 
Sound of Dancing and Muſic : But after a ſhort | v.lhed 
terval, was alarmed with the Menaces of Rage, th") 3 
Shrieks of Terror, and the Wailings of Distrelec, 
"The Window of the banqueting Room flew open That 
% ſome Veniſon was thrown out which fell juſt der 
my Feet. As J had caten nothing ſince my Depa: tu de. 

{roq 
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mam the Scraglio, I regarded this as a fortunate Ac- 
went; and after the Pleaſure of an unexpected Re- 
pt, | azain lay down in Expectation of the Morning, 
tm Hope and Fear: But in a ſhort Time many 
ions ruthed from the Houſe with Lights, and {-em- 
{foiicitous to gather up the Venifon which had been 
down out; but not being able to find it, and at 
te ſame Lime perceiving me, they judged I had de- 
mured it. I was immediately ſeized and led into 
te Houſe : But as I could not diſcover, that I was 
ke Object either of Malignity or Kindneſs, I was 
Doubt what would be the [ftue of the Event. It 
w not long before this Doubt was ſolved ; for 
bon learned from the Diſcourſe of thoſe about 
ke, that | was ſuſpeRed to have eaten Po ſon which 
kd been intended for another, and was ſecured, that 
be EffeSt might either remove or confirm the Suſ- 
ion. As it was not expected that the Poiſon would 
anediately operate, I. was locked up in the Room by 
elf, where I reflected upon the Cauſe and Event 
ny Confinement with inexpreſſible Anguiſh, Anx- 
ky, and Terror. 

la this gloomy Interval, a ſudden Light ſhone 
und me, and I found myſelf once more in the Pre- 
Ice of the Genius; | crawled towards him trem- 
az and confounded, but not utterly without Hope. 
Yet a few Moments, ſaid he, and the Angel of 
heath ſhall teach thee, that the Wants of Nature 
unot be ſupplied with Safety, where the inordi- 
ite Appetites of Vice are not reſtrained. Thy Hun- 
[required Food: but the Luſt and Revenge of others 
e given thee Poiſon.” My Blood grew chill as he 
Ke, | diſcovered and abhorred my Folly : But while 
ved to expreſs my Contrition, I fell down in an 
zny; my Eyes failed me, I ſhivered, was con- 
uled, and expired, | 


a quench, roſe up from the Duſt which had thus 
RM reftcred to the Earth, and now animated the 


2 Form 


That Spar of immaterial Fire, which no Violence 
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Form cf a Dove. On this new State of Exiſtence 


1 . | orgs alt 

entered with inexpreſible Delight; I imagined th ih 
* ; , I 7 7 * 7 * * » * , ; 
my Wings were not only a Pledge of Safety, but de Ile 


the Favour of Syndarar, whom 1 was now more th; 
cver ſolicitous to pleaſe. I flew immcdiately fro 
the Window, and turning towards the Wall throy 
which I had entered, 1 endeavourcd to rife above! 
that J might quit for ever a Place in which Gui 
and Wretchedneſs were complicated in every Obj 
and which I now detefted as much as bcfore'l kc. or 
deſired. But over this Region a ſulphureous Vapo Ol 
tovered like a thick Cloud, which I had no ſoon(ie, 3;; 
eiitercd than I fell down panting for Breath, and h 


refrain 
Pride 0 
[mm:di 
njlelf 

mcredit 
e, and 


| AR. netche 
ivarce Strength to keep my Wings ſufficiently exten ned m 
ed to break my Fall. It was now Midnight, aud ber 5, 
Me % e. ” * 
aiighted near the Mauthe of a Cave, in which 60. 


thought there appeared ſome faint Glimmerings 
Light, Into this Place I entered without mu 
Apprehenſion; as it ſeemed rather to be the h 
treat of Penitence, than the Receſs of Iuxury : B 
leſt the Noiſe of my Wings ſhould diſcover me 
any hateful or miſchievous Inhabitant of this gloo 
Solitude, I entered in Silence and upon my Fee 
As I went forward, the Cave grew wider; and! 
the Light of a Lamp which was ſuſpended from 8g... 
Roef, I diſcovered a Hermit liſtening to a yout hfawy 
I.ady, who ſeemed to be greatly affected with tf wery V 
Events which the was relating. Of the Hermit La. 
had no Knowledge; but the Lady I diſcerned to Ane 
| Selima, I was ſtruck with Amazement at this DW, by 
covery; I remembered with the deepeſt Conttitq adh; 
my Attempts upon her Virtue, and I now ſecietily, - 
rejoiced that ſhe had rendered them ineffeCtua' : eme 
watched her Lips with the utmoſt Impatience of reg 
rioſity, and ſhe continued her Narrative. ty Te: 

« I was ſitting on a Sofa one Evening after Ins . 
been carefled by Amurath, and my | maginatd ited 
kindled as I ruled. Why, faid I aloud, ſhould e 
give up the Delights of Love with the 2 | Lizh2d 
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Royalty * Since the Preſumption of my Father has 
wevented my Marriage, way ſhou:d Il not accept 
de Bleſlings that are ſtill offered? Why is Deſire 
eftrained by the Dread of Shame ? And why is the 
Pride of Virtue offended by the Softneis of Nature? 
Imm:diately a thick Cloud ſurrounded me; I felt 
n;ſelf lifted up and conveycd through the Air with 
ncredible Rapidity. I deſcended, the Cloud diſhpat- 
d, and | found myſelf fitting in an Alcove, by the 
Se of a Canal that encircled a ſtately Edifice and a 
hicious Garden. I faw many Perſons pals along; 
hut diſcover2d in all either ſomething d.tiolute or 
wretched, ſumething that alarmed my Fears or ex- 
ited my Pity. I ſuddenly perceived many Men with 
ieir Swords drawn, contending fur a Woman, who 
ws forced almoſt irrefiſtibly by the Crowd, which 
ed directly towards the Place in which [ was 
ting, I was terrified, and looked round me with 
Lgerneſs ro ſee Where J could retreat for Safety. 
A Perſon richly dteſſed perceived my Diſtreſs, and 
mited me into the Houſe which the Canal ſurroung- 


re d, Of this Invitation I haſtily accepted with Gra- 
fy tude and Joy: But I ſoon remarked ſeveral Inci— 


ents, which filled me wich new Perplexity and Ap- 
pehenfion, I was welcomed to a Place, in whien 
amy and Honour were equally unknown ; where 
very Waih was indulged without the Violation of 


I uy Law, and where the Will was therefore deter- 
7) lined only by Appetite. I was preſently ſurround- 
it tl by Women, whoſe Behaviour Covered me with 
* . and though I tej cted the Cateſſes of the 
| Wm into whole Power [ was delivered, yet they 
keame jealous of the Diſtinction with which he 

wed m2, My Expoitulatiuns were not heard, and 
7 & Ceats were treated with Merriment: Prepara- 
MF were made for Reveiling and Jallityz 1 was 
IId wited to join the Dance, and hon my Reluſal, was 
2 Mertained with ILuſic. la this ureadſul Situation, 


ligh:4 thus to myſe.i: H, Rite is tant Jultics 
132 Nen 
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which tranſports thoſe who form licentious Wiſhez, 
to a Society in which they are indulged without 
Reſtraint | Who ſhall deliver me from the Eif-%; 
of my own Fully ?- Who ſhall defend me againſt the 
Vices of others? At this Moment I was thus en- 
couraged by the Voice of ſome inviſible Being :” The 
Friends of Virtue are mighty; reject not their Pro- 
tection, and thou art ſafe. As I renounced the 
dy, yore Wiſh which had once polluted m. 
ind, | exulted in this Intimation with an A uranct 
of Relief; and when Supper was ſet before me, I (uf 
fered the principal Lady to ſerve me with ſome Ve 
niſon; but the friendly Voice having warned me tha 
it was poiſoned, | fell back in my Seat and turn: 
pale: The Lady enquired earneſtly what had diſot 
dered me; but inſtead- of making a Reply, I thre 
the Veniſon from the Window, and declared tha 
ſhe had intended my Death. The Maſter of thi 
Table, who perceived the Lady to whom I ſpok 
change Countenance, was at once convinced, that {hf 
had indeed attempted to poiſon me, to preſerve tha 
Intereſt which, as a Rival, ſhe feared I ſhould ſubvert 
He roſe up in a Rage, and commanded the Veniſon i 
be produced; a Dog that was ſuppoſed to have eate 
it was brought in: But before the Event could 
known, the Tumult was become general; and m 
Rival, after having ſuddenly ſtabbed her Patron 
plunged the ſame Poignard in her own Boſom. 
An the Midſt of this Confuſion, I found Mea 
to eſcape, and wandered through the City in Seate 
vf ſome obſcure Receſs, where, if I received not! 
Aſſiſtance which I hoped, Death at laſt might ſe 
cure my Perſon fiom Violence, and cloſe mine Eye 
on thole Scenes, which, wherever J turned, filled 
not only with Diſguſt, but with Horror. By t 
benevolent Power, who, as a Preſervative from M 
ſery, has placed us in a ſecret and irreſiſtible Da 
probation of Vice, my Feet have been — 
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hee, whoſe Virtue has participated in my Diſtreſe, 
nd whole Wiſdom may effect my Deliverance.” 

| gazed upon Selima, while ] thus learned the Ar- 
Jour of that Affection which I had abuſed, with Sen- 
ments that can never be conceived but when they 
xe felt. I was touched with the molt bitter Kemorle, 
fr having produced one Wiſh that could ſtain fo 
amiable a Mind; and abhorred myſelf for having 
uſed the Power which I derived from her Tendernels, 
t effect her Deſtruction, My Fondneſs was not 
fs ardent, but it was more chaſte and tender; De- 
fire was not extinguiſhed, but it was almoſt abſorb- 
ed in Eſteem. 1 felt a Paſſion, to which 'till now, 
bad been a Stranger; and the Moment Love was 
tindled in my Breaſt, I reſumed the proper Form to 
the Nature in which alone it can ſubſiſt, and Seli u 
deheld Amurath at her Feet. At my ſudden and un- 
expected Appearance, the Colour faded from her 
Cheeks, the Powers of Life were ſuipended, and ſhe 
ſunk into my Arms. I claſped her to my Breaſt, and 
booking towards the Hermit for his Aſſiſtance, I be- 
held in his Stead the friendly Genius, who had taught 
me Happineſs by AMiCtion, At the ſame Inſtant Se- 
lima recovered. ** Ariie, ſaid Syndarac, and look 
tund.,”” We looked round; the Darkneſs was ſud- 
denly diſſipated, and we perceived ourſelves in the 
Road to Golconda, and the Spires of the City ſpark- 
ling before us. Go, ſaid he, Amurath, henceforth 
the Huſband of Se:ima, and the Father of thy People! 
| have revealed thy Story to Alibeg in a Viſion; 
he expects thy Return, and the Chariots are come 
out to meet thee. Go, and I will proclaim before 
thee, Amurath the Sultan of the Eaſt, the Judge of 
Nations, the Taught of Heaven; Amuratb, whoſe 
ing is equal to the Ring of Solomon, returns to reign 
wth Wiſdom, and diffuſe Felicity.” 1 now lifted 
up my Eyes, and beheld the Chariots coming for- 
ward, We were received by Alibeg with Sentiments 
Which could not be uttered, and by the People with 


the 
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the loudeſt Acclamations : Syndarac proclaimed our 
Return in Thunder, that was heard through all the 
Nations of my Empire; and has prolonged my Reign 
in Proſperity and Feace, 

For the World I have written, and by the World 
let what I write be remembered: For to none who 
hear of the Ring of Amurath ſhall its Influence be 
wanting. Of this, is not thy Heart a Witneſs, thou 
whoſe Eye drinks Inſtruction fram my Pen? Haſt 
thou not a Monitor who reproaches thee in Secret, 
when thy Foot deviates from the Path of Virtue? 
Neglect not the fuſt Whiſpers of this Friend to thy 
Soul; it is the Voice of a greater than Syndarac, 10 
reſiſt whoſe Influence is to invite Deſtruction, 


On the Vanity of HUMAN Lite. 
The VISION of MIR Z A. 


Oh, what is Life, that thoughtleſs Wi/h of all ! 
A Dk OP of Honey in a DRAUGHT of Gall. R. 


N the fifth Day of the Moon, which, according 

to the Cuſtom of my Foretathers, I always 

kept holy» after having waihed mylelf, and offered 
up my Morning Devotions, | aſcended the high Hills 
of Bag dad, in order to paſs the reſt of the Jay in 
Meditation and Prayer. As I was here airing myſelf 
on the Top of the Mountains, 1 fell into a profound 
Contemplation on the Vanity of human Life; and 
paſſing from one Thought to another, ſurely, ſaid J, 
Man is but a Shadow, and Life a Dream. Whihit! 
was thus muſing, I caſt my Eye towards the Summit 
of a Rock that was not far from me, where J diſco- 
vered one in the Habit of a Shepherd, with a muſical 
Initrument in his Hand. As 1 looked upon him, he 
applied it to his Lips, and began: to play upon it.— 
The Sound of it was excceding ſweet, and wrought 
into a V «:1ety of Funes that were incxprefiibly 2 
| a lous, 
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tious, and altogether different from any Thing I had 
wer heard. This put me in Mind of thoſe heavenly 
Airs that are played to the departed Souls of goud 
Men upon the firſt Arrival in Parad:ſe, to wear out 
the Impreſſions of their Agonies, and to qualify them 
for the Pleaſures of that happy Place. My Heart 
melted away in ſecret Rapture. 


had often been told that the Rock before me was 4 
the Haunt of a Genius; and that ſeveral had been Ly 
entertained with Muſic who had paſſed by uit, but 4 
"never heard that the Mufician had before made him- 44 
ſelf viſible. When he had raiſed my Thoughts, by l 
thoſe tranſporting Airs which he played, to taſte the 4} 
Pleaſures of his Converſation, as l locked upon him 0 


like one aſtoniſhed, he beckoned to me, and by the 
waving of his Hand directed me to approach the 
Place where he ſat. I drew near with that Reverence 
which is due to a ſuperior Nature; and as my Heart 
was entirely ſubdued by the captivating Strains I had 
heard, I fell down at his Feet, and wept. The Ge- 
nius ſmiled upon me with a Look of Compaſſion 
and Aﬀability that familiarized him to my Imagina- 
tion, and at once diſpelled ali my Fears and Appre- 
henfions with which I approached him. He lifted 
me from the Ground, and taking me by the Hand, 
Mirza, ſaid he, I have heard thee in thy Soliloquies, 
follow me. 

He then led me to the higheſt Pinnacle of the Rock, 
and placed me on the Top of it: Caſt thine Eye Eaſt- 
ward, faid he, and tell me what thou ſeeſt, I ſee, 
laid I, a huge Valley, and a prodigious Tide of Wa- 
ter rolling through it. The Valley that thou ſeeſt, 
aid he, is the Vale of M ery ; and the Tide of Wa- 
ter that thou ſeeſt, is Part of the great Tide of Eter- 
nity, What is the Reaſon, ſaid !, that the Tide [ 
ſee riſes out of a thick Miſt at one End, and again 
loſes itſelf in a thick Miſt at the other? What th u 
leet, ſaid he, is that Portion of Eternity which is 
called Time, meafured out by the Sun, and react - 
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ing from the Beginning of the World to its Conſum. 
mation. Examine now, ſaid he, this Sea that ;; 
thus bounded with Darkneſs on both Ends, and tell 
me what thou diſcovereſt in it. I fee a Bridge, ſaid 
I, ftanding in the Midit cf the Tide. The Bridge 
thou ſeeſt, faid he, is human Life; conſider it at- 
tentively. Upon a more leiſurely Survey of it, I found 


deep N 
ed I 
u cel) 
dome 
zthoug 
ation | 
were v 


that it conſiſted of threeſcore and ten entire Arches, 


with ſeveral broken Arches, which added to thoſe 4 
that were entire, made up the Number about an * 
Hundred. As I was counting the Arches, the Ge. * 
nius told me, that this Bridge conſiſted at hiſt of a 50 1 
Thouſand Arches ; but that a great Flood ſwept away Zh 1 
the reſt, and left the Bridge in the ruinous Con- Perſon 
dition I now beheld it. But tell me further, ſaid he, 15 \ 
what thou diſcovereſt on it. I ſee Multitudes of Kon 
People paſſing over it, ſaid I, and a black Cloud Tue 
hanging on each End of it. As | looked more at- lache 
tentively, I ſaw ſeveral cf the Paſſengers dropping "_—_ 
through the Bridge into the great Tide that flowed * te 
underneath it; and upon further Examination, per- wo 1 
ceived there were innumerable Trap- doors that lay 141 : 

c 


concealed in the Bridge, which the Paſſengers no 
ſooner trod upon, but they fell through them into 
the Tide, and immediately diſappeared. Theſe hidden 


Pit falls were ſet very thick at the Entrance of the 
Bridge, ſo that Throngs of People no ſooner broke 


through the Cloud, but many of them fell into them, 
They 


grew thinner towards the Middle, but multi- 


ering 
Time 
Corm. 


plied and lay cloſer together towards the End of the wk 
Arches that were entire, I he 

There were indeed ſome Perſons, but their Num- 8 . 
bers were very ſmall, that continued a Kind of hob- Ko 
bling March on the broken Arches, but fell through Dear) 
one after another, being quite tired and ſpent with 0 hon © 
long a Walk. ; 3 

I pafſed ſome Time in the Contemplation of this . 
wonderful Structure, and the great Varicty of Objects gh 
which it preſented. My Heart was filled with 3 be 


decp 
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deep Melancholy, to ſee ſeveral dropping unexpect- 
iy in the Midſt of Mirth and Jollity, and catching 
nt cvciy. Thing that ſtood by them to ſave themſelves. 
dome were looking upwards towards the Heavens in 
zthoughtful Pofture, and in the Midit of a Specu- 
ation ſtumbled and fell out of Sight, Multitudes 
were very buſy in the Proſpect of Bubbles that glit- 
tered in their Eyes, and danced before them; but 
gen when they thought themſclves within the Reach 


" Wh ef them, their Footing failed, and down they ſunk. 
" WT i this Confuſion of Objects, I obſerved ſome with 
* Wh 5cymetars in their Hand, and others with Urinals, 
7 WT vio ran to and fro upon the Bridge, thruſting ſeveral 
' WT frfons. on Trap-doors, wh ch did not ſeem to lie in 
. their Way, and which they might have eſcaped, had 
F ey not thus been forced upon them. 

; The Genius ſeeing me indulge myſelf in this me- 
x lancholy Proſpect, told me I had dwelt long enough 
5 won it; Take thine Eye off the Bridge, ſaid he, 
g and tell me if thou yet ſeeſt any Thing thou doſt not 
comprehend. Upon looking up, what mean, ſaid I, 
J ltele great Flights of Birds that are perpetually ho- 
o Ling about the Bridge, and ſettling upon it, from 
- Time to Time? I ſee Vultures, Harpies, Ravens, 
N Cermorants, and among many other feathered Crea- 


ures, ſeveral little winged Boys, that perch in great 
Numbers upon the middle Arches. Theſe, ſaid the 
Genius, are Envy, Avarice, Superſtition, Deſpair, 
* . 5 the like Cares and Paſſions that infeſt 
uman Life. 
be [ here fetched a deep Sigh ; Alas, ſaid I, Man was 
* — in vain | How is he given away to Miſery and 
WI ortality, tortured in Life, and ſwallowed up in 
0 Death ! The Genius being moved with Compaſ- 
lon towards me, bid me quit ſo uncomfortable a Pros 
is Wt Look no more, ſaid he, on Man in the firſt 
age of his Exiſtence, in his ſetting out for Eternity; 
= caſt thine Eye on that thick Miſt into which 
0 e Tide bears the ſeveral Generations of Mo 
that 
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that fall into it. I directed my Sight as I was order. s. 
ded, and (whether or no the good Genius {trengthened Wlkntendi 
it with any ſupernatural Force, or diſſipated Part Nes th 
of the Milt that was before too thick for the Eye to WM Deat! 
penetrate) | ſaw the Valley opening at the further uppy a1 
End, and ſpreading forth into an immenſe Ocean, lun, v 
that had a huge Rock of Adamant running through gazed 
the Midſt of it, and dividing it into two equal Parts, Minds. 
The Clouds t.1] reſted on one Half of it, inſomuch Nee, th 
that I could diſcover nothing in it; but the other Nich c 
appeared to* me a vaſt Ocean, planted with innume- Wl adan 
rable Iſlands, that were covered with Fruits and WW urned 
Flowers, and interwoven with a Thouſand little Wie, | 
ſhining Seas that ran among them. I could ſee Per- Neun t. 
ſons dreſſed in glorious Habits, with Garlands upon Wſkaplati 
their Heads, paſſing among the Trees, lying down age, 
by the Sides of Fountains, or reſting on Beds of boo hol 
Flowers; and could hear a confuſed Harmony of Wk! Car 
ſinging Birds, falling Waters, human Voices, and 
mulical Inſtruments. Gladneſs grew in me upon the 
Diſcovery of ſo delightful a Scene. I wiſhed for the 

Wings of an Eagle, that | might fly away to thoſe 

happy Seas: But the Genius told me there was no 
Paſſage to them, except through the Gates of Death, Our. 
that I ſaw opening every Moment upon the Bridge. AT 
The Iſlands, faid he, that lie fo freſh and green be- 1 U 
fore thee, and with which the whole Face of the kg 
Ocean appears ſpotted as far as thou canſt ſee, ate = 
more in Number than the Sands of the Sea Shore, 1 th 
There are Myriads of Iſlands beyond thoſe which we] 
thou here diſcovereſt, reaching farther than thine Eye 1 
or even thine Imagination can extend itſelf. Thee . A 
are the Manſions of good Men after Death, who ac: uf T. 
cording to the Degrees and Kinds of Virtue in which 7 
they excelled, are diſtributed among thoſe ſeveral "oF 
Iſlands, which abound with Pleaſures of different al 
Kinds and Degrees, ſuitable to the Reliſhes and Per- Ne 8 
ſections of thoſe who are ſettled in them: hag; Iſland ot, 
is a Paradiſe accommodated to its reſpective Inhabi- a 


tants, 
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tz, Are not theſe, O Mirza, Habitations worth 
mtending for? Does Life appear miſerable, that 
nes thee Opportunities of earning ſuch a Reward ? 
Death to be feared, that will convey thee to fo 
wpy an Exiſtence ? Think not Man was made in 
un, who has ſuch an Eternity reſerved for him. 
ned with inexpreſſible Pleaſure on theſe happy 
nds. At Length, ſaid I, ſhew me now, I beſeech 
tee, the Secrets that lie hid under thoſe dark Clouds 
nich cover the Ocean on the other Side of the Rock 
Adamant. The Genius making me no Anſwer, 
[turned about to addreſs myſelf to him a ſecond 
line, but I found that he had left me; I then turned 
zun to the Viſion which I had been fo long con- 
mplating, but inſtead of the rolling Tide, the arched 
Ide, and the happy Iſlands, I ſaw nothing but the 
nz hollow Valley of Bagdad, with Oxen, Sheep, 
ul Camels grazing upon the Sides of it. 


1d 

he 3 
he 

le On SICKNES 8s. a 

no ; 

b, Our Life is nothing but our Death begun ; 

e. 4s Tapers avaſte the Inſtant they take Fire. YoUuXxG. 


T has been obſerved by many Writers, that no- 
thing makes a more ridiculous Figure in a Man's 
le, than the Diſparity we often find in him, ſick 
id well. Thus one of an unfortunate Conſtitu- 
lan is perpetually exhibiting a miſerable Example 
the Weakneſs of his Mind, or of his Body in 
bir Turns. I have had frequent Opportunities of 
ite to conſider myſelf in theſe different Views, and 
ye I have received ſome Advantage by it. If what 
Waller ſays be true, that 


The Soul's dark Cottage, batter'd and decay d, 
FEE Lit: in new Lights through Chinks that Time has made. 


us Z Then 


o 
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Then ſurely Sickneſs, contributing no leſs than o 
Age to the ſhaking down this Scaffolding of the Bod 
may diſcover the incloſed Structure more plainly, — 
Sickneſs is a Sort of early old Age; it teaches 

a Dithdence in our earthly State, and in{pires 

with the Thoughts of a future, better than a thou 
{and Volumes of Philoſophers and Divines. It piyg 
ſo warning a Concuſſion to thoſe Props of ourVanit 
our Strength and Youth, that we think of fortifyin 
. ourſelves within, when there is ſo little Dependeng 
on our Outworks. Youth, at the very bett, is b 
a Betrayer of human Life in a gentler and ſmoothe 
Manner than Age: It is like a Stream that nouriſne 
2 Plant upon its Bank, and cauſes it to flouriſh an 
dloſſom to the Sight, but at the ſame Time is unde 
mining it at the Root in Secret. My Youth h 
dealt more fairly and openly with me; it has afford 
me ſeveral Proſpects of my Danger, and given me: 
Advantage not very common to young Men, that th 
Attractions of the World have not dazzled me ver 
much ; and I began when moſt People end, with 
full Conviction of the Emptineſs of all Sorts of Am 


bition, and the unſatisfactory Nature of all humal 


Pleaſures. 
When a ſmart Fit of Sickneſs tells me this ſcury 
Tenement of my Body will fall in a little Time, 


am even as unconcerned as was that honeſt Hibernian 


who (being in Bed in a great Storm ſome Year 
ago, and told the Houſe would tumble over hi 
Hezd) made Anſwer, What care 1 for the Heuſe, 1 a 
only a Lodger. I fancy it is the beſt Time to d 


when one is in the beſt Humour; and ſo exceffive! 


weak as I now am, I may ſay with Conſcience, the 
I am not at all uneaſy at the "Thought that man 
Men, whom I never had any Eſteem for, are like! 


to enjoy this World after me. When I reflect wha 
an inconſiderable little Atom every ſingle Man 1s 


with Reſpect to the whole Creation, methinks it 
a Shame to be concerned at the Removal of ſuch 


bit 
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rial an Animal as I am. In the Morning after my 
lit, the Sun will riſe as bright as ever, the Flowers 
nell as ſweet, the Plants ſpring as green, the World 
jill proceed in its old Courſe, People will laugh as 
kartily, and marry as faſt as they were uſed to do. 
ſh Memory of Mun (as it is clegantly expreſſed in the 
Wiſdom of Solomon) paſſith away as the Remembrance 
fa Gue/t that tarrieth but one Day. There are Rea- 
las enough, in the fourth Chapter of the ſame Book, 
pmake any young Man contented with the Proſpect 
Death. For honourable Age is not that which 
fndeth in Length of Time, or is meaſured by a Num- 
kw of Years. But WViſdom is the grey Hair to Men, 
pd an unſpotted Life is old Age. He was taken away 
heedily, leſt that Victedneſs ſhould alter his Under = 
Imding, or Deceit beguile his Soul, 


3 — — 


ur IG ION and SUPERSTITION contraſted. 


irie. 


Religion evith a graceſul Mein, 
All lovely, ſmiling, and ſerene. R. 

Had lately a very remarkable Dream, which made 

ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion on me, that I remember 
tevery Word ; and if you are not better employed, 
ju may read the Relation of it as follows. 

Methought I was in the Midſt of a very entertain- 
ag Set of Company, and extremely delighted in at- 
ending to a lively Converfation : When, on a ſud- 
en, | perceived one of the moſt ſhocking Figures 
Imagination can frame, advancing towards me. She 
Fas dreſſed in Black; her Skin was contracted into a 
touſand Wrinkles ; her Eyes deep ſunk in her Head; 
ad her Complexion pale and livid as the Counte- 
ance of Death. Her Looks were filled with 'Ter- 
br and unrelenting Severity; and her Hands armed 
mh Whips and Scorpions. As ſoon as ſhe came 
lar, with a horrid Frown, and a Voice that chilled 
2 2 my 
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my very Blood, ſhe b ade me follow her. I obeyed MM. .. . 

and ſhe led me through rugged Paths, beſet wit baden!) 
Briars and Thorns, into a deep ſolitary Valley jrpriſed 
Wherever ſhe paſſed, the fading Verdure withered be“ beh 
neath her Steps, her peſtilential Breath infected th” Bes 
Air with malignant Vapours, obſcured the Luſtre off” ſpar 
the Sun, and involved the fair Face of Heaven in une ſo 
verſal Gloom. Diſmal Howlings reſounded throug ad Pe: 
the Foreſt ; from every baleful "Free the Night Raye pho ha 
uttered his dreadful Note, and the Proſpect was fileH he 
with Deſolation and Horror. In the Midſt of tif my 

tremendous Scene, my execrable Guide addreſſed my be Gro 
in the following Manner. ' legion 

« Retire with me, O raſh, unthinking Mortal! fra“ 
the vain Allurements of a deceitful World, and learn change 
that Pleaſure was not deſigned the Portion of huma Thougt 
Life. Man was born to mourn and to be wretched t m 
This is the Condition of all below the Stars; and rut 
whoever endeavours to oppoſe it, acts in Contradic MI. M 
tion to the Will of Heaven. Fly then from the fatal h a. 
Inchantments of Youth and ſocial Delight, and here 
conſecrate the ſolitary Hours to Lamentation and Woe 
Miſery is the Duty of all ſublunary Beings ; and 
every Enjoyment is an Offence to the Deity ; who ig 
to be worſhipped only by the Mortification of ever) 
Senſe of Pleaſure, and the everlaſting Exerciſe of Sigh 
and Tears.” 

This melancholy Picture of Life quite ſunk my 
Spirits, and ſeemed to annihilate every Principle o 
Joy within me. I threw myſelf beneath a blaſted 
Yew, where the Winds blew cold and diſmal round 
my Head, and dreadful Apprehenſions chilled my 
Heart. Here I reſolved to lie till the Hand of Death, 
which I impatiently invoked, ſhould put an End to 
the Miſeries of a Life ſo deplorably wretched. In 
this ſad Situation, I eſpied on one Hand of me a deep 
muddy River, whoſe heavy Waves rolled on in flow, 
ſullen Murmurs. Here I determined to plunge; 
aud was juſt upon the Brink, when I found * 
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bidenly drawn back. I turned about, and was 
upriſed by the Sight of the lovelieſt Object I had 
mer beheld. "The moſt engaging Charms of Youth 
ud Beauty appeared in all her Form; eftulgent Glo- 
jes ſparkled in her Eyes, and their awful Splendors 
tete ſoftened by the gentleſt Looks of Compaſſion 
md Peace. At her Approach, the frightful Spectre, 
zgho had before tormented me, vaniſhed away, and 
vith her all the Horrors ſhe had cauſed, The 
Jjoomy Clouds brightened into chearful Sunſhine, 
de Groves recovered their Verdure, and the whole 
legion looked gay and blooming as the Garden of 


Change, and reviving Pleaſure began to gladden my 
Thoughts ; when, with a Look of inexpreſſible Sweet- 
fs, my beauteous Deliverer thus uttered her divine 
Inſtructions, 

« My Name is Religion. I am the Offspring of 
Ih and Love, and the Parent of Benevolence, Hope, 
nd Foy, That Monſter, from whoſe Power | have 
reed you, is called Superſlition: She is the Child of 
Diſcontent, and her Followers are Fear and Sorrow. 
Thus, different as we are, ſhe has often the Inſolence 
baſlume my Name and Character, and ſeduces un- 
kppy Mortals to think us the ſame, till ſhe at Length 
yes them to the Borders of "Deſpair, that dreadful 


ny abyſs into which you were juſt going to fink. 

off} © Look round, and ſurvey the various Beauties of 
dM dis Globe, which Heaven has deſtined for the Seat of 
nd human Race; and conſider whether a World thus 
my quilitely framed, could be meant for the Abode of 
th, Mifery and Pain. For what End has the Javiſh 
to Hand of Providence diffuſed ſuch innumerable Ob- 
Ines of Delight, but that all might rejoice in the 


ivilege of Exiſtence, and be filled with Gratitude 
0 tie beneficent Author of it? Thus to enjoy the 
beflings he has ſent, is Virtue and Obedience ; and 
vreject them merely as Means of Pleaſure, is piti- 
de Ignorance, or abſurd Perverſeneſs. Infinite 


2 3 Good» 


im, I was quite tranſported at this unexpected 
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Goodneſs is the Source of created Exiſtence, Tt 1levia 
proper Fendency of every rational Being, from the nercif 
higheſt Order of raptured Seraphs, to the meaneſti very. 
Rank of Men, is to riſe inceſfantly from lowed the lis 
Degrees of Happineſs to higher. They have each of an 
Faculties aſſigned them for various Orders of De the He 
lights.” Guilty 
„ What! (cried he) is this the Language of Nu the G. 
gion? Does the lead her Votaries through flowery plunge 
Paths, and bid them paſs an unlaborious Life? Where *© V 
are the painful Toils of Virtue, the Mortifications o nent: 
Penitents, and the Self-denying Exerciſes of Saints ported 
and Heroes ?” Expert 
„The true Enjoyments of a reaſonable Being gladde 
{anſwered the mildly) do not conſiſt in unbounded to out; 
Indulgence, or luxurious Eaſe, in the Tumult of wardec 
Paſſions, the Languor of Indolence, or the Flutter 1s but 
of light Amuſements, Yielding to immortal Plea-W Hopes 
ſure corrupts the Mind; living to Animal and tr- know! 
fling ones, debaſe it; both in their Degrees diſqua-W| ny C 
lify it for its genuine Good, and confign it over ta Chriſt 
Wretchedneſs, Whoever would be really happy, Alpiri! 
muſt make the diligent and regular Exercife of his we ſe 
ſuperior Powers his chief Attention; adoring the Fer- : Viey 
fections of his Maker, expreſſing Good- will to his « the 
Fellow-creatures, and cultivating inward Rectitude. 
To his lower Faculties he muſt allow ſuch Gratifca- 
tions as will, by refreſhing them, invigorate his nobler 
Purſuits. In the Regions inhabited by angelic Na- 
tures, unmingled Felicity for ever blooms ; Joy flows 
there with a perpetual and abundant Stream, nor 
needs there any Mound to check its Courſe. Beings 
conſcious of a Frame of Mind. originally diſeaſed, 2s 
all the human Race has Cauſe to be, muſt uſe the Re- 
gimen of a ſtricter Self- government. Whoever has 
deen guilty of voluntary Exceſſes, muſt patiently 
fubmit both to the painful Workings of Nature, and: 
needful Severities of Medicine, in order to his Cure. 
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alleviating Accommodations this fair Manſion of his 
merciful Prom affords, conſiſtent with his Reco- 
very. And, in Proportion as this Recovery advances, 
the livelieſt Joy will ſpring from his 1ccret Senſe 
of an amended and improved Heart. So far from 
the Horrors of Deſpair is the Condition cven of the 
Guilty. — -Shudder, poor Mortal, at the Thought of 
the Gulph into which thou waſt juſt now going to 
lunge. | 
Fa While the moſt faulty have every Encourage- 
ment to amend, the more innocent Soul will be ſup- 
ported with ſtill ſweeter Conſolations under all its 
Experience of human Infirmities, ſupported by the 
eladdening Aſſurances, that every ſincere Endeavour 
to outgrow them, ſhall be aſſiſted, accepted, and re- 
warded, To ſuch a one, the lowlieſt Self-abaſement 
is but a deep-laid Foundation for the moſt elevated 
Hopes; ſince they who faithfully examine and ac- 
knowledge what they are, ſhall be enabled under 
ny Conduct, to become what they defire. The 
Chriſtian and the Hero are inſeparable ;, and to the 
Aſpirings of unaſſuming Truſt and filial Confidence, 
we ſet no Bounds. To him who is animated with 
View of obtaining Approbation from the Sovereign 
of the Univerſe, no Difficulty is unſurmountable. 
decure in this Purſuit of every needful Aid, his Con- 
fit with the ſevereſt Pains and Trials, is little more 
than the vigorous Exerciſes of a Mind in Health.— 
His patient Dependence on that Providence which 
looks through all Eternity, his ſilent Reſignation, his 
rady Accommodation of his Thoughts and Beha- 
Nour, to its inſcrutable Ways, is at once the moſt 
excellent Sort of Self-denial, and Source of the 
noſt exalted Tranſports. Society is the true Sphere 
af human Virtue. In ſocial, active Life, Difficulties 
wy perpetually be met with; Reſtraints of many 
Kinds will be neceſſary; and ſtudying to behave 
cht in reſpect of theſe, is a Diſcipline of the hu- 
dan Heart, uſeful to others, and improving ta 118 
N N 
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TO . by ieces | 
Suffering is no Duty, but where it is neceſſaiy to avoic 0 


Guilt, or to do Good; nor Pleaſure a Crime, but 
where it ſtrengthens the Influence of bad Inelinations, htered 
or leſſens the generous Activity of Virtue. The Hay. The 
pineſs allotted to Man in his preſent State, is indeed ſmiled. 


viſe ſal 


faint and low, compared with his immortal Proſped und fe 
and noble Capacities: But yet, whatever Portion of or 
it the diſtributing Hand of Heaven offers to each In- 

dividual, is a needful Support and Refreſhment for the 
preſent Moment, ſo far as it may not hinder the at- 
taining his final Deſtination. ST a. 

“ Return then with me from continual Miſery, to 
moderate Enjoyment, and grateful Alacrity ; return 
from the contracted Views of Solitude, to the pro- pn. 5 
per Duties of a relative and dependent Being. Re- flered 

ligion is not confined to Cells and Cloſets, nor re- 
ſtrained to ſullen Retirement. Theſe are the gloomy WM Conf 
Doctrines of Superſtition, by which ſhe endeavours to 611 pre 
break thoſe Chains of Benevolence and ſocial Affec- 
tion, that link the Welfare of every Particular with 
that of the Whole. Remember, that the greateſt 
Honour you can pay the Author of your Being, 1s 
ſuch a chearful Behaviour as diſcovers a Mind fatished 
with its own Diſpenſations.“ 

Here my Preceptreſs pauſed ; and I was going to 
expreſs my Acknowledgments for her Diſcourſe, when 
a Ring of Bells from the neighbouring Village, and 
the new riſen Sun darting his Beams through my Win— 
dows, awaked me. 


0s the 


The N 


— 


— 


| O 

To begin No THING of which you have not wil. t 
conſidered the E N D. folly : 

offer tl 

Think evell, ere you reſolve, aveigh each Event, [ am 
Left when too late, in Sorrow you repent. R. nily, 
Certain Cham of Tartary going a Progreſs with Hun 

his Nobles, was met by a Derviſe, who cried, W vnere 


with a loud Voice, Whoever will give me a 2 
ieces 
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pitces of Gold, I will give him a Piece of Advice, The 
can ordered him the Sum: Upon which the Der- 
WH viſe ſaid, Begin nothing of which thou haſt not well con- 
WH {ered the End. | 
f The Courtiers, upon hearing this plain Sentence, 
Wl ſmiled, and ſaid with a Sneer, ** The Derviſe is well 
WY paid for his Maxim.“ But the King was ſo well ſa- 
WY tified with the Anſwer, that he ordered it to be writ 
in golden Letters in ſeveral Places of his Palace, 
and engraved on all his Plate, Not long after, the 
King's Surgeon was bribed to kill him with a poiſon- 
ed Lancet at the Time he let him Blood. One Day, 
when the King's Arm was bound, and the fatal 
Lancet in the Surgeon's Hand, he read on the Ba- 
ſon, Begin nothing of which thou haſt not well con- 
fdered the End.—He immediately ſtarted, and let the 
Lancet fall out of his Hand. The King obſerved his 


Confuſion, and enquired the Reaſon : The Surgeon 
to BY fell proſtrate, confeſſed the whole Affair, and was 
© WJ pardoned, and the Conſpirators died. The Cham turn- 
ns to his Courtiers who heard the Advice with Con- 
ft tempt, told them, That Counſel could not be too 
i nuch valued, which had ſaved a King's Life.” 
to 
en bn the FOL LY of being difſati;fied with one's preſent 
nd CIRCUMSTANCES. 

n- 


Fortune a Goddeſs is to Fools alone; 
The Wiſe are always Maſters of their own, D&YDEN, 


OR the Benefit of thoſe who are diſſatisſied with 
their preſent Situations, and to illuſtrate the 
folly and Madneſs of their Ambition, I beg Leave to 

dter the Narrative of my own Life. 
lam the Son of a younger Brother of a good Fa- 
mly, who at his Deccaſe left me a little Fortune of 
th Hundred a Year. I was put early to Eaten School, 
mere J learned Latin and Greek, from whence I went 
0 
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xs the) 
Time 

Life, v 
of, are 
tan tc 
certain 
receive 


many C 


to the Univerſity, where I learned, not totally to for. 
get them, I came to my Fortune when | was at 
College; and having no Inclination to follow an 
Profeſſion, I removed myſelf to Town, and lived for 
fome Time, as moſt young Fellows do, by ſpending 
four Times my Income, But it was my Happineſs, 
before it was too late, to fall in Love with, and to marry 
a very amiable young Creature, whoſe Fortune waz 


juſt ſufficient to repair the Breach made in my own, WW v0n'y 
With this agreeable Companion I retreated to the Situatic 
Country, and endeavoured, as well as I was able, to de Mi 
ſquare my Wiſhes to my Circumſtances, In this ung t 
Endeavour I ſucceeded ſo well, that excepting a few] #:!hing 
private Hankerings after a little more than I poſſeſſed, Neat fc 
and now and then a Sigh when a Coach and Six hap- ! The. 
pened to drive by me in my Walks, I was a very happy r dc 
Man, | | for an 
I can truly aſſure you, Sir, that though our Fa- ant 
mily Economy was not much to be boaſted of, and" Me 
in Conſequence of it, we were frequently driven to 2 1 
great Straits and Difficulties, I experienced more "= no. 
real Satisfaction in this humble Situation, than I hae vped, 
ever done ſince in more enviable Circumſtances. Figur 
We were ſometimes indeed a little in Debt, but when Wich i 
Money came in, the Pleaſure of diſcharging what we near! 

owed was more than an equivalent for theſe Pains it putWvured 
us to; and though the Narrowneſs of our Circum ab havi 
ſtances ſubjected us to many Cares and Axxieties, ii ¶ { a: 
* ſerved to keep the Body in Action as well as the Mind: s bin 
For as our Garden was ſomewhat large, and requitediſ do h. 
more Hands to keep it in Order than we could affordWWnine 
to hire, we laboured daily in it ourſelves, and drewh*cauſe 
Health from our Neceſſities. ithers ; 
I had a little Boy who was the Delight of my He: 
Heart, and who probably might have been ſpoiled byWnecel 
Nurſing, if the Attention of his Parents had not been This i; 
otherwiſe employed. His Mother was naturally off ich v 
"We to | 


a ſickly Conſtitution, but the Affairs of her Family 
290 \cuit 
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x they engroſied all her Thoughts, gave her no 
Time for Complaint. The ordinary Troubles of 
Life, which to thoſe who have nothing elſe to think 
o, are almoſt inſupportable, were leſs terrible to us 
nan to Perſons of eaſter Circumſtances ; for it is a 
certain Truth, however your Readers may pleaſe to 
receive it, that where the Mind is divided among 
many Cares, the Anxiety is lighter that when there 
zonly one to contend with. Or even in the happieſt 
ituation, in the Midſt of Eaſe, Health, and AMuence, 
de Mind is generally ingenious at tormenting itſelf, 
bling the immediate Enjoyment of thoſe invaluable 
Beſhngs, by the painful Suggeſtion that they are too 
meat for Continuance. 

Theſe are the Reflections that I have made ſince 
fr I do not attempt to deny that I ſighed frequently 
for an Addition to my Fortune. The Death of a 
tant Relation, which happened five Years after 
tur Marriage, gave me this Addition, and made me 
fir a Time the happieſt Man living. My Income 
ws now increaſed to Six Hundred a Year; and I 
oped, with a little QMconomy, to be able to make 
iFigure with it, But the ill Health of my Wife, 
mich in leſs eaſy Circumſtances had not touched me 
b nearly, was now conſtantly in my Thoughts, and 
bured all my Enjoyment. The Conſciouſneſs too 
having ſuch an Eſtate to leave to my Boy, made 
te ſo anxious to preſerve him, that inſte d of ſuffer- 


nd: ing him to run at Pleaſure where he pleaſed, and to 
rede on hardy by Exerciſe, I almoſt deſtroyed him by 
ord enfnement. We now did nothing in our Garden, 
teu cauſe we were in Circumitances to have it kept by 

ithers:; But as Air and Exerciſe were neceſſary for 
my er Healths, we reſolved to abridge ourſelves in ſome 
by uneceſſary Articles, and to ſet up an Equipage.— 
deen bis in Time brought with it a Train of Expences, 
off wich we had neither Prudence to foreſee, nor Cou- 
ul ve to prevent. For as it enabled us to extend the 


lucuit of our Viſits, it greatly increaſed our Ac- 
quaint- 


WM. LBS - 
i \ 


* 
. 
—_ — — — — 
40 - 
. - wel 


276 The PTEASINOG INSTRUCTOR, 
quaintance, and ſubjected us to the Neceſſity of 
making continual Entertainments at Home, in Re. 
turn for all thoſe which we were invited to Abroad. 
The Charges that attended this new Manner of 
living, were much too great for the Income we poſ- 
ſeſſed; inſomuch that we found ourſelves in a very 
ſhort Time more neceſſitous than ever. Pride would 
not ſuffer us to lay down our Equipage : and to live 
in a Manner unſuitable to it, was what we could not 
bear to think of, To pay the Debts I had contract- 
ed, I was ſoon forced to mortgage, and at laſt to (ell 
the beſt Part of my Eſtate; and as it was utterly im- 
poſſible to keep up the Parade any longer, we thought 
it adviſeable to remove of a ſudden, to fell our Coach 
in Town, and to look out for a new Situation, at a 
greater Diſtance from our Acquaintance. 

But, unfortunately for my Peace, I carried the 
Habit of Expence along with me, and was very 
near being reduced to abſolute Want, when by the 
unexpected Death of an Uncle and his two Sons, 
who died within a few Weeks of each other, I ſuc- 
9 to an Eſtate of Seven Thouſand Pounds a 

ear. 

And now, Sir, both you and your Readers will call 
me a very happy Man; and ſo indeed I was: I ſet 
about the Regulation of my Family with the moſt 
- pleaſing Satisfaction : "The Splendour of my Equi- 
pages, the Magnificence of my Plate, the Crowd of 
Servants that attended me, the Elegance of my Houle 
and Furniture, the Grandeur of my Park and Gar- 
dens, the - Luxury of my Table, and the Court that 
was every where paid me, gave me inexpreſſible De- 
light, ſo long as they were Novelties ; but no ſooner 
were they become habitual to me, than I loſt all 
Manner of Reliſh for them; and I diſcovered in 2 
very little Time, that by having nothing to wiſh 
for, I had nothing to enjoy. My Appetite grew pall- 


ed by Satiety, a perpetual Crowd of Viſitors robbed 
me 


me of: 
ne, ANC 
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de of all domeſtic Enjoyment, my Servants plagued 
ze, and my Steward cheated me. 

But the Courſe of Greatneſs did not end here. Dai- 
Experience convinced me that I was compelled to 
ze more for others than for myſelf. My Uncle had 
ken a great Party Man, and a zealous Oppoſer of all 
niniſterial Meaſures ; as his Eſtate was the largeſt of 
uy Gentleman in the Country, he ſupported an In- 
geſt in it beyond ov of his Competitors. My Fa- 
her had been greatly obliged by the Court Party, 
wich determined me, in Gratitude, to declare myſelf 
n that Side; but the Difficulties I had to encounter 
were too many and too great for me: Inſomuch that 


| have been baffled and defeated in almoſt every Thing 


[have undertaken. To deſert the Cauſe I have em- 
arked in, would diſgrace me; and to go greater 
lengths in it will almoſt undo me. I am engaged in 
zperpetual State of Warfare with the principal Gen- 
ty of the County, and am curſed by my Tenants 
und Dependants for compelling them at every Election 
byote (as they are pleaſed to tell me) contrary to 
heir Conſciences. x. 

My Wife and I had once pleaſed ourſelves with the 
Thoughts of being uſeful to the Neighbourhood, by 
taling out our Charity to the Poor and Induſtrious; 
ut the perpetual Hurry in which we live, render; us 
ncapable of looking out for Objects ourſelves ; and 
de Agents we entruſ are either pocketing our Boun- 
Mor beſtowing it upon the Undeſerving. At Night, 
when we retire to Reſt, we are venting our Complaints 
m the Miſeries of the Day, and praying heartily for 
te Return of that Peace, which was the only Com- 
union of our humbleſt Situation. 

Where Pain, Sickneſs, and abſolute Want are out 
0 the Queſtion, no external Change of Circumſtances 
an make a Man more laſtingly happy than he was be- 
hre. It is to an Ignorance of this Truth, that the 
miverſal Diſſatisfaction of Mankind is principally to 
& aſcribed, Care is the IL. ot of Life; and he that 
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e ſpires to Greatneſs in Hopes to get rid of it, is |; h 

one who throws himſelf into a Furnace to avoid ti * 
Shivering of an Ague. Th C 
The only Satisfaction I can enjoy in my preſent . V. 
. : A 2 S VII 
tuation is, that it has not pleaſed Heaven in its Wi cou 
to make me a King. 3 
0 gin, 

— ny Steu 
; | 4 we Gro! 

On GENEROSITY and diſinteręſted Ho x ESt De p 
Hoao far that little Candle darts its Beams ; 4 

Se /hines a good Deed in this naughty World. E 

| 1 SHAKESPEARE 34 
Certain Cardinal, who for. the Multitude of hMtrwrari's 
generous Actions, was ſtiled the Patron of Me Fi: 
Poor, had a conſtant Cuſtom once or twice a Wee be u 
to give public Audience to all indigent People in ii On the 
Hall of his Palace, and to relieve every one accordin N Ord 
fo their various Neceſlities, or the Motions of his ow Argu 
Bounty. | ul on | 
One Day a poor Woman, encouraged by the FamiiWſhereu; 
of his Generolity, came into the Hall of this Cardin k wit! 
with her only Daughter, a beautiful Maid, abo ben th 
fifteen Years of Age. When her Turn came to H fully 
heard, among the Crowd of Petitioners, the Cara 0 
nal diſcerning the Marks of an extraordinary M NI wr 
deſty in her F ace and Carriage, as alſo in her Daug us 
ter's, he encouraged her to tell her Wants free 4 
She bluſhing, and not without Tears, thus addteſſe ed 
herſelf to him: „My Lord, I owe for the Rent y to 
my Houſe Five Crowns, and ſuch is my MisfortungÞf1 m 
that I have no other Means to pay it, ſave what wou wh 
break my Heart, ſince my Landlord threatens to force) her 


me to it; that is, to proſtitute this my only Daugi 
ter, whom I have hitherto with great Care educate 
in Virtue, and an Abhorrence of that odious Crime 
What 1 beg of your Eminence is, that you wou 
pleaſe to interpoſe your ſacred Authority, and pro 


tet us from the Violence of this cruel Man, till 
f Out 
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r honeſt Induſtry we can procure the Money for 


n. ; 
The Cardinal, moved with Admiration of the Wo- 
us Virtue and innocent Modeſty, bid her be of 
xd Courage. Then he immediately wrote a Billet, 
{giving it into the Widow's Hands, Go, ſaid be, 
n Steward with this Paper, and he ſhall deliver thee 
w Crowns to pay the Rent. 

The poor Woman overjoyed, and returning the 
rdinal a thouſand Thanks, went directly to his 
ward, and gave him the Note; which, when he 
Iread, he told her out Fifty Crowns. She, aſtoniſh- 
it the Meaning of it, and fearing this was only the 
vard's Trick to try her Honeſty, refuſed to take 


| ſhe was ſee it was a Miſtake. 
On the other Hand, the Steward inſiſted on his Maſ- 
Order, not daring to call it in Queſtion. But alt 


ſhereupon to end the Controverſy, he offered to go 
with her to the Cardinal, and refer it to him. 


ard e in writing Fifty Crowns ; give me the Paper, 


thus to the Woman: So much Candour and Virtue 
e a Recompence ; here, I have ordered you Five 
mdred Crowns ; what you can ſpare o it, layup as a 
nt ¶ Nu to give with your Daughter in Marriage. 

tun miſtake not, this Cardinal was called Farneſe - 
ou, whatever his Name was, this was an Action 
ly heroic, and which has but few Parallels. 


A a 2 | The 


we Five, ſaying, She aſted the Cardinal for no more, 


Arguments he could uſe, were inſufficient to pre- 
il on her to take any more than Five Crowns. 


ſhen they came before that munificent Prince, and he 
o bis fully informed of the Buſineſs ;. It is true, ſaid he, 


Iwill reftify it. Thereupon he wrote again, ſay- 


— — — 
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The Story of FLAVILLA, 


Tho? all is Innocence <vithin, 
Ji Guilt to wear a G of Sin. 


Cay, 

HE following is ſo ſtriking an Inſtance of t 

dreadful Conſequences which often attend Fe 

male Levizy, that we hope our fair Readers will peru 
it with more than common Attention, 


_ FLaAviLLA, juſt as ſhe had entered her fourtcent 
Year, was left an Orphan to the Care of her Moth: 
in ſuch Circumſtances as diſappointed all the Hop 
which her Education had encouraged. Her Fathe 
who lived in great Elegance upon the Salary of a Plad 
at Court, died ſuddenly without having made a 
Proviſion for his Family, except an Annuity of O 
Hundred Pounds, which he had purchaſed for h 
Wife with Part of her Marriage Portion; nor was 
poſſeſſed of any Property, except the Furniture of 
large Houle in one of the new Squares, an Equipag 
a tew Jewels, and ſome Plate, | 

The greater Part of the Furniture and the Equipay 
were ſold to pay his Debts; the Jewels which wet 
not of great Value, and ſome uſeful Pieces of t 
Plate, were reſerved; and Flaviila removed with ht 
-Mother into Lodgings. 
But notwithſtanding this Change in their Circu 
ſtances, they did not immediately loſe their Ran 
They were till viſited by a numerous and polit 
Acquaintance z and though ſome gratified their Prid 


by aſſuming an Appearance of Pity, and rather | 
ſulted than alleviated their Diſtreſs by the Whine 


. Condolence, and a minute Compariſon of what the 


had loſt with what they poſſeſſed; yet from othe 
they were continually receiving Preſents, which fl 
enabled them to live with a genteel Frugality ; the 


were ſtill conſidered as People of Faſhion, - 
| | treate 
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reated by thoſe of a lower Claſs with diſtint Re- 


Havilla thus continued to move in a Sphere to which 
he had no Claim; ſhe was remarkably tall for her 
ge, and was celebrated not only for her Beauty but 
ter Wit : Theſe Qualiftcations ſhe conſidered, not 
mly as ſecuring whatever ſhe enjoyed by the Favour of 
hers, but as a Pledge of poſſeſſing them in her own, 
light by an advantageous Marriage. 

There was a faſhionable Levity in her Carriage 
ind Diſcourſe, which her Mother, who knew the 
Danger of her Situation, laboured to reſtrain, ſome- 
limes with Anger, and ſometimes with Tears, but 
Aways without Succeſs.. Flavilla was ever ready to 
mſwer, that ſhe neither did or ſaid any Thing of 
which ſhe had Reaſon to be aſhamed ; and there- 
bre did not know. why. ſhe ſhould be reſtrained, ex- 
ept in mere Courteſy to Envy, which it was an Ho- 
jour to provoke ; nor to Slander, which it was a Diſ- 
* to fear. In Proportion as Flavilla was more 
tered and careſſed, the Influence of her Mother 


Reſpect from a Point of Good Breeding, yet ſhe ſe- 


conduct. 

Falvilla at Eighteen was a celebrated Toaſt; and 
mong other gay Viſitants who frequented her Tea- 
Table, was Clodio, a young Baronet, who had juſt 
ken Poſſeſſion of his Title and Eſtate. There were 
many Particulars in Cladio's Behaviour, which en- 


N Flavilla to hope that ſhe ſhould obtain him 
Or a 


Intention, and make her, what he.thought, a very. 


vere the Artifices with which it was introduced, or 
de Terms in which it was made, Flavilla rejected 
u wich the utmoſt Indignation and. Diſdain. Cladia, 
A a 3 who, 
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lecame leſs; and though ſhe always treated her with 
cetly deſpiſed. her Maxims, and applauded her own. 


uſband; but ſhe ſuffered his Aſſiduities with 
ch apparent Pleaſure, and his Familiarities with fo. 
little Reſerve, that he ſoon ventured to diſcloſe his 


gentee] Propoſal of. another Kind: But, whatever 
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who, notwithſtanding his Youth, had long know 
and often practiſed the Arts of Seduction, gave Wa 
to the Storm, threw himſelf at her Feet, imputed hit 
Oſtence to the Phrenzy of his Paſſion, flattered het 
Pride by the moſt abject Submiſſion and extravagant 
Praiſe, intreated her Pardon, aggravated his Crime 
but made no Mention of Atonement by Marriage 
This Particular, which Flavilla did not fail to remark 
ought to have determined her to admit him no more 
But her Vaaity and her Ambition were {till predomi 
nant, ſhe ſtil] hoped to ſucceed in her Project. Ci. 
dio's Offence was tacitly forgiven, his Viſits were per 
mitted, his Familiarities were again ſuffered, and his 
Hopes revived. He had long entertained an Opinior 
that ſhe loved him, in which, however, it is probable 
that his own Vanity and her [ndiſcretion concurred te 
deceive him ; but this Opinion, though it implied the 
ſtrongeſt Obligation to treat her with Generoſity and 
'Fenderneſs, only determined him again to attempt he 
Ruin, as it encouraged him with a Probability o 
Succeſs, Having therefore reſolved to obtain her as 
' a Miſtreſs, or at once to give her up, he thought he 
had little more to do, than to convince her that he had 
taken ſuch a Reſolution, juſtifying it by ſome plauſible 
Sophiſtry, and give her ſome Time to deliberate upo 
2 final Determination. With this View he went: 
ſhort Journey into the Country ; having put a Lette 
into her Hand at parting, in which he acquainted her 
That he had often reflected, with inexprefſible 
© Regret, upon her Reſentment to his Conduct in 4 
© Jate Inſtance; but that the Delicacy and the At- 
« dour of his Affections were inſuperable Obſtacles te 
his Marriage: That where there was no Liberty, 
there.could be no Happineſs : That he ſhould be- 
„ come indifferent to the Endearments of Love, 
-when it could no longer be diſtinguiſhed from 
the Officiouſneſs of Duty : That while they were 


happy in the Poſſeſſion of each other, it woule q 
a . 
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« abſurd to ſuppoſe they would part; and if th:3 
« Happineſs ſhould ceaſe, it would not only enſure 
« but aggravate their Miſery to be inſeparably unit- 
«ed: That this Event was leſs probable, in Pro- 
portion as their Cohabitation was voluntary; but 
that he would make ſuch Proviſion for her upon the 
« Contingency, as a Wife would expect upon his 
4 Death.” 

Flavilla had too much Underſtanding, as well as 
Virtue to del.berate a Moment upon this Propoſal. 
the gave immediate Orders that Clodis ſhould be admit- 
ed no more. But his Letter was a Temptation to 
ratify her Vanity, which ſhe could not reſiſt; ſhe 
hewed it firſt to her Mother, and then to the whole 
Circle of her Female Acquaintance, with all the Ex- 
ultation of a Hero who expoſes a vanquiſhed Enemy at 
the Wheels of his Chariot in a Triumph; ſhe con- 
dered it as an indiſputable Evidence of her Virtue, as 
iReproof to all who had dared to cenſure the Levity 
of her Conduct, and a Licence to continue it without 
Apology or Reſtraint, : 

It happened that Flawilla, ſoon after this Accident, 
was ſeen in one of the Boxes of the Play-houſe, by 
Mercator, a young, Gentleman who had juſt returned 
tom his firſt Voyage, as Captain of a . Ship in 
be Levant Trade, which had been purchaſed for him 
by his Fatber, whoſe Fortune enabled him to make a 
renteel Proviſion for five Sons, of whom Mercator 
vas the youngeſt, and who expected to ſhare his Eſ- 
* ma was perſona], in equal Proportions at his 

each. - 

Mercator was captivated with her Beauty, but dif- 
cduraged by tne Splendor of her Appearance, and 
te Rank of her Company. He was urged, rather by 
Luriofity than Hope, to enquire who ſhe was; and he 
bon gained ſuch a Knowledge of her Circumſtances, 
6 relieved him from Deſpair. | 

As he knew not how to get Admiſſion into her Com- 
jy, and had no Deſign upon her Virtue, he wrote 

in 
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as he 
in the firſt Ardour of his Paſſion to her Mother; giving Wl expre 
a faithful Account of his Fortune and Dependence, Lette 
and entreating that he might be permitted to viſit Fla. WM he ha 
villa as a Candidate for her Affection. The old Lady, MW hem 
after having made ſome Enquiries, by which the Ac. WW renta 
count that Mercator had given her was confirmed, ſent MI plete 
him an Invitation, and received his firſt Viſit alone, 3 
She told him, that as Flavilla had no Fortune, and as bette 
a conſiderable Part of his own was dependent upon his WM has b 
Father's Will, he ought therefore to obtain his Con- MW folut: 
ſent, before any other Step was taken. To this Coun- Ml acqu 
ſel, ſo ſalutary, Mercator was heſitating what to re- Hav 
ply, when Flavilla came in, an Accident which he ſeen 
was now only ſolicitous to improve. Flavilla was not Wl pend 
diſplesſed either with his Perſon or his Addreſs; the WM of he 
Frankneſs and Gaiety of her Diſpoſition ſoon made Ml the 
him forget that he was a Stranger; a Converſation WI to re 
commenced, during which they became yet more poſec 
pleaſed with each other; and having thus ſurmounted WI had 
the Difficulties of a firſt Viſit, he thought no more of WI conſi 
the old Lady, as he believed her Auſpices were not Mis! 
neceſlary to his Succeſs. to a 
His Viſits were often repeated, and he became every Wl Fath 
Hour more impatient of Delay: A Thought of his MW uſua 
Father would now and then indeed intervene; but be- As 
ing determined to gratify his Wiſhes at all Events, he bim 
concluded with a Sagacity almoſt univerſal on theſe WI fice « 
Occaſions, that of two Evils, to marry without his by f. 
Conſent, was leſs than to marry Gar it; and one WI Priſc 
Evening after. the Lovers had ſpent the Afternoon by to h 
themſelves, they went out i a Kind of Frolic, which bent. 
Mercator had propoſed in theVehemence of his Pal- WI villa 
fion, and to which Flavilla had conſented in the Gid- if he 
dineſs of her Indiſcretion, and were married at Maj: ay 
Fair. to 
In the firſt Interval of RecolleQion after- this pre- Shi! 
_ cipitate Step, Mercator conſidered, that he ought to lee | 


be the firſt who acquainted his Father. of the new 
Alliance 
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Alliance which had been made in his Family : But 
as he had not Fortitude enough to do it in Perſon, he 
expreſſed it in the beſt Terms he could conceive by a 
Letter ; and after ſuch an Apology for his Conduct as 
he had been uſed to make for himlelf, he requeſted that 
he might be permitted to preſent his Wife for the pa- 
rental Benediction, which alone was wanting to com- 
plete his Felicity. | 
The old Gentleman, whoſe Character I cannot 
better expreſs, than in the faſhionable Phraſe which 
has been contrived to palliate falſe Principles and diſ- 
ſolute Manners, had been a gay Man, and was well 
acquainted with the Town. He had often heard 
Mavilla toaſted by Rakes of Quality, and had often 
ſeen her at public Places. Her Beauty and her De- 
pendence, the Gaiety of her Dreſs, and Multitude 
of her Admirers, the Levity of her Conduct, and all 
the Circumſtances of her Situation, had concurred, 
to render her Character ſuſpeCted ; and he was. diſ- 
poſed to judge of it with leſs Charity,. when ſhe 
had offended him by marrying his Son, whom he 
conſidered as diſgraced and impoveriſhed, and whole 
Misfortune, as it was irretrievable, he roſolved not, 
to alleviate, but increaſe; a Reſolution by which 
Fathers, who have fooliſh and diſobedient Sons, 
uſually. diſplay their own Kindneſs and Wiſdom. 
As ſoon as he rad Mercator's Letter, he curſed 
bim for a Fool, who had been gulled by the Arti- 
hce of a Strumpet, to ſcreen her from public Infamy, 
by fathering her Children, and ſecuring her from a 
Prion by appropriating her Debts. In an Anſwer 
to his Letter, which he wrote only to gratify his Re- 
ſentment, he told him, that If he - taken Fa- 
ulla into Keeping, he would have overlooked it; and 
if her Extravagance had diſtreſſed him, he would have 
ſatisfied his Creditors z but that his Marriage was net 
to be forgiven; that he ſhould never have another 
dhilling of his Money; and-that he was determined to 

ſee him no more.“ 
|  Ater- 


+ 
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Mercator, who was more provoked by this Outrage 
than grieved at his Loſs, diſdained to reply; and be- 
Hheving that he had now moſt Reaſon to be offended, 
could not be perſuaded to ſolicit a Reconciliation, 

He hired a genteel Apartment for his Wife of an 
Upholfſterer, who, with a View to let Lodgings, had 


and in about two Months left her to make another 
Voyage. 

He had received Viſits of Congratulation from her 
namerous Acquaintance, and had returned them as a 
Pledge of his Deſire that they ſhould be repeated. 
But a Remembrance of the gay Multitude, which 
while he was at Home, had flattered his Vanity, az 
ſoon as he was abſent alarmed his Suſpicions : He had, 
indeed, no particular Cauſe of Jealouſy ; but his 
Anxiety aroſe merely from a Senſe of the Temptations 
to which ſhe was expoſed, and the Impoſſibility of his 
ſuperintending her Conduck. 

In the mean Time Flavi/la continued to flutter round 
the ſame giddy Circle in which ſhe had ſhone ſo long; 
the Number of her Viſitants was rather increaſed than 
diminiſhed, the Gentlemen attended her with greater 
Aſſiduity, and ſhe continued to encourage their Civil 
ties by the ſame indecent Familiarity: She was one 
Night at the Maſquerade, and another at an Opera; 
ſometimes at a Rout, and ſometimes rambling in a 


came Home ſometimes at Midnight, ſometimes in the 


together. 
This Conduct was the Cauſe of much Speculation 


had been employed to impoſe upon them, by con- 
| cealing 


taken and furniſhed a large Houſe near Leicefler Fields, | 


Party of Pleaſure in ſhort Excurſions from Town ; ſhe - 


Morning, and ſometimes ſhe was abſent ſeveral Nights 


and Uneaſineſs to the good Man and Woman of the 
Houſe, At firſt they ſuſpected that Flavilla was no 
better than a Woman of Pleaſure ; and that the Perſon 
who had hired the Lodgings for her as his Wife, and 
had diſappeared upon Pretence of a Voyage to Sea, 
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cealing her Character, in order to obtain ſuch Accom- 
modations for her as ſhe could not ſo eaſily have pro- 
cured had it been known : But as theſe Suſpicions 
made them watchful and inquilitive, they ſoon diſ- 


covered, that many Ladies by whom ſhe was viſited, 


were of good Character and Faſhion. Her Conduct, 


however, ſuppoſing her to be a Wife, was ſtill inex- 


cuſeable, and ſtill endangered her Credit and Sub- 
ſiſtence: Hints were often dropped by the Neighbours 
to the Diſadvantage of her Character; and an elderly 
Maiden Lady, who lodged in the ſecond Floor, had 
ziven Warning; the Family was diſturbed at all Hours 
in the Night, and the Door was crouded all Day with 
Meſſengers and Viſitants to Favilla. 


One Day, therefore, the good Woman took an Op- 


portunity to remonſtrate, though in the moſt diſtant 


and reſpectful Terms, and with the utmoſt Diffidence 


and Caution. She told Flavilla, ©* That ſhe was a 
fine young Lady; that her Huſband was Abroad; 
that ſhe kept a great deal of Company; and that 


the World was cenſorious : She wiſhed that leſs 


* Occation for Scandal was given ; and hoped to be 
«* excuſed the Liberty ſhe had taken, as ſhe might be 
* ruined by thoſe Slanders which could have no In- 
* fuence upon the Great, and which therefore, they 
* were not ſolicitous to avoid.” 

This Addreſs, however ambiguous, and however 
zentle, was eaſily underſtood, and fiercely reſented. 
Havilla, proud of her Virtue, and impatient of Con- 
troul, would have deſpiſed the Counſel of a Philoſo- 
pher, if he had implied an Impeachment of her Con- 
duct: Before a Perſon ſo much her Inferior, therefore, 
be was under no Reſtraint ; ſhe anſwered with a Mix- 
ure of Contempt and Indignation, ** That thoſe only 
* who did not know her, would dare to take any 
Liberty with her Character; and warned her to 
* propogate no ſcandalous Report at her Peril.” 
*avilla immediately roſe from her Seat, and the Wo- 

' man 
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man departed without Reply, though ſhe was ſcarce Ipo: 
leſs offended than her Lodger, and from that Moment 
ſhe determined when Mercator returned to give him Me A 
Warning. | Zain 

Mercator's Voyage was proſperous, and after an {Wvoulc 
Abſence of about ten Months, he came back. The ber h 
Woman, to whom her Huſband left the whole Ma. Wis Al 
nagement of the Lodgings, and who perſiſted in her Win f 
Purpoſe, ſoon found an Opportunity to put it in Exe- fm 
cution. Mercator, as his Part of the Contract had uture 
been punCtually fulfilled, thought he had ſome Cauſe ¶ Merce 
to be offended, and inſiſted to know her Reaſons for Wife 
compelling him to leave her Houſe. Theſe his Hol. Netter 
tels, who was indeed a very friendly Woman, was app 
very unwilling to give; and as he perceived that ſhe WP: 
evaded his Queſtion, he-became more ſolicicous to ob- Wi" 
tain an Anſwer, After much Heſitation, which per- 
haps had a worſe Effect than any Tale which Malice en be 
could have invented, ſhe told him, that Madam 
« kept a great Deal of Company, and had often ſtaid WP 
e out very late; that ſhe had always been uſed to Circ 
„Quiet and Regularity ; and was determined to let 
4 her Apartment to ſome Perſon in a more private Wi 
« Station.“ Diſple 

At this Account Mercator changed Countenance; incre; 
for he inferred from it juſt as much more than Truth depar: 
as he believed it to be leſs. After ſome Moments off #1 i 
Suſpenſe, he conjured her to conceal nothing from 
him, with an Emotion which convinced her the had part 
already ſaid too much, She then aſſured him, “ 
That he had no Reaſon to be alarmed; for that ſhe 
© had no Exception to his Lady, but thoſe Gaieties 
% which her Station and the Faſhion ſufficiently au- 
« thoriſed.” Mercator's Suſpicions, however, were 
not wholly removed; and he began to think hel 
had found a Confidante whom it would be his In, Ki. 
tereſt to truſt: He therefore, in the Folly of his tſelf w 
Jealouſy, confeſſed, that, «He had ſome Doubts wit M. 


«« concerning his Wife, which it was of the nin 
« Im- 
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co Wi lnportance to his Honour, and his Peace to re- 
nt ole: He intreated her that he might continue in 
im ne Apartment another Year; that, as he ſhould 
gain leave the Kingdom in a ſhort Time, {ne 
would ſuffer no Incident, which might confirm ei- 
her his Hopes or his Fears, to eſcape her Notice in 
tis Abſence ; and that at his Return, ſhe would give 
kim ſuch an Account as would at leaſt deliver him 
from the Torment of Suſpence, and determine his 
future Conduct.” 

Mercator, however, concealed his Suſpicions from 
Wife; and, indeed, in her Preſence they were 
zotten. Her Manner of Life he began ſeriouſly 
tſapprove ; but being well acquainted with her 
mper, in which great Sweetneſs was blended with 
lig Spirit, he would not embitter the Pleaſure of 
bort Stay by Altercation, Chiding, and Tears: But 
ten her Mind was melted into Tenderneſs at his De- 
ture, he claſped her in an Extacy of Fondneſs ta 
; Boſom, and entreated her to behave with Reſerve 
Circumſpection; © Becauſe, ſaid he, I know that 
ny Father keeps a watchful Eye upon your Con- 
duct, which may, therefore, confirm or remove his 
Diſpleaſure, and either intercept or beſtow ſuch an 
ce; liacreaſe in our Fortune as will prevent the Pangs of 
ath WF deparation, which muſt otherwiſe fo often return, 
and in a ſhort Time unite us to part no more.” 
this Caution ſhe. had then no Power to reply; and 


ky parted with mutual Proteſtations of unalterable 
Fe, 


The Story of FLAVIL L A concluded. 
LAVILLA, ſoon after ſhe was thus left in a 


In- Kind of Widowhood a ſecond Time, found 
his elf with Child; and within ſomewhat leſs than 
ibts it Months after Mercator's Return from his firſt 
noſt 


age, ſhe happened to ſtumble as ſhe was going 
B b up 
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up Stairs, and being immediately taken ill, ſhe w 
brought to Bed before the next Morning. The Chil 
though its Birth had been precipitated more than 
Month, was not remarkably {mall, nor had any [nk 
mity which endangered its Lite. 

It was now neceſlary that the Vigils of Whiſt aj 
the Tumults of Balls and Viſits ſhould, for a While 
be ſuſpended ; and in this Interval of Languor and Re 
tirement, Flauilla ſirſt became thoughtful. She ofte 
reflected upon Mercator's Caution when they laſt part 
cd, which had made an indelible Impreſſion upon he 
Mind, though it had produced no Alteration in he 
Conduct: Notwithſtanding the Manner in which! 
was expreſſed, and the Reaſon upon which it v 
founded, ſhe began to fear that it might have been ſe 
cretly prompted - by Jealouſy. The Birth, there 
fore of her ficſt Child in his Abſence, at a Time when 
if it had not been premature, it could not poſſibly hay 
been his, was an Accident which greatly alarmed her 
But there was yet another, for which it was ſtill leſs} 
her Power to account, and which, therefore, alarmed 
her ſtill more, 

It happened that ſome Civilities which ſhe receivet 
from a Lady who ſat next her at an Opera, an 
whom ſhe had never feen before, introduced a Con 


verſation which ſo greatly delighted her, that ſhe 


gave her a preſſing Invitation to viſit her: This Invi 


tation was accepted, and in a few Days the Viſit was 


paid. Flavilla was not leſs pleaſed at the ſecond In 


terview, than ſhe had been at the firſt; and without 
making any other Enquiry concerning the Lady than 
where ſhe lived, took the firſt Opportunity to wait 
The Apartment in which ſhe was receivec 


upon her. 
was the Ground Floor of an elegant Houſe, at a ſmal 


Diſtance from St Fames's. 


It happened that Flavill 
was placed near the Window ; and a Party of the 
Horſe-Guards riding through the Streets, ſhe ex- 
pected to ſee ſome of the Royal Family, and haſtily 
threw up the Saſk. A Gentleman who was abe, 
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at the ſame Inſtant, turned about at the Noiſe of 
de Window, and Flavilia no ſooner ſaw his Face, 
dan ſhe knew him to be the Father of Mercator. 
iker looking firſt ſtedfaſtly at her, and then glancing 
js Eye at the Lady whom ſhe was viſiting, he affected 
jcontemptuous Sneer, and went on. Flawila, who 
ad been thrown into ſome Confuſion, by the ſudden 
nd unexpected Sight of a Perſon whom ſhe knew 
waſidered her as the Diſgrace of his Family, and the 
zuin of his Child, now changed Countenance, and 
kſtily retired to another Part of the Room: She was 
puched both with Grief and Anger at this ſilent In- 
alt, of which, however, ſhe did not then ſuſpect the 
Cauſe, It is, indeed, probable, that the Father of 
Mercator would no where have looked upon her with 
lomplacency ; but as ſoon as he faw her Companion, 
te tecollected that ſhe was the Favourite Miſtreſs of an 
dd Courtier, and that this was the Houſe in which he 
tept her in great Splendor, though ſhe had been by 
Turns a Proſtitute to many others. It happened that 
Flavilla, ſoon after this Accident, diſcovered the Cha- 
nter of her new Acquaintance; and never remem- 
ered by whom ſhe had been ſeen in her Company, 
mthout the utmoſt Regret and Apprehenſion. 

dhe now reſolved to move in a leſs Circle, and 
jth more Circumſpection. In the mean Time her 
lte Boy, whom ſhe ſuckled, grew very faſt; and 
tcould no longer be known by his Appearance, that 
e had been born too ſoon. His Mother frequently 
ed on him till her Eyes overflowed with Fears; 
nd though her Pleaſures were now become domeſtic, 
ſet ſhe feared leſt that which had produced, ſhould 
eltroy them. After much Deliberation, ſhe deter- 
lined that ſhe would conceal the Child's Age from 
s Father; believing it prudent to prevent a Suſ- 
pcion, which, however ill founded, it might be 
cult to remove, as her Juſtification would depend 
ily wolly upon the Teſtimony of her Dependents ; and 
ing B b 2 her 
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her Mother's and her own would neceſſarily beeg 
doubtful, when every one would have Reaſon to co 
clude, that it would ſtill have been the ſame ſuppoſi 


# hort 


« turT 


the contrary to have been true. befe 
Such was the State of Flavilla's Mind, and H be 
little Boy was ſix Months old, when Mercator anfirr 
turned. She received him with Joy indeed, but * 
was mixed with a viſible Confuſion ; their Meeti had t. 
was more tender, but on her Part it was lefs chearf * t 
the ſmiled with inexpreſſible Complacency, but at . Are 
fame Time the Tears guſhed from her Eyes, aud { lonte 
was ſeized with an univerſal Tremor. Maca it 
caught the Infection; and careſſed firſt his Flavi rolle 
and then his Boy, with an Exceſs of Fondneſs: birth 
Delight that before he had never expreſſed, T ſen { 
Sight of the Child made him more than ever wiſl um 
Reconciliation with his Father; and having heard trim 
is firſt Landing, that he was dangerouſly ill, he. 2p 
termined to go immediately and attempt to fee hi he ww 
promi ſing that he would return to Supper. Hei met 
in the Midit of his Careſſes, more than once enqui lime 
the Age of his Son, but the Queſtion had been ab bi 
evaded; of which, however, he took no Notice, 1 te bel 
did it produce any Suſpicion. ws Fa 
tle was now haſting to enquire after his Fathe teal, 
but as he paſſed through the Hall, he was officiou lg 2 | 
laid hold of by the Landlady. He was not much d ln | 
poſed to enquire how ſhe had fulfilled his Charge; the 
perceiving by her L ooks that ſhe had ſomething led e 
communicate, which was at leaſt in her own 0 Pe 
nion of Importance, he ſuffered her to take him | broth 
ber Parlour. She immediately ſhut the Door, H 
reminded him, that ſhe had 5? Bone an Offi ce wi Room 
Reluctance which he had preſſed upon her; a im wy 
that ſhe had done nothing in it to which he had im w. 
bound her by a Promiſe; that ſhe was exceeding ſo alte 
to communicate her Diſcoveries; but that he wai wcitly 
worthy Gentleman, and indeed, ought. to knd Mlity 


them. She then told him, „ That the Child 
| « hot kit; | 
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born within leſs than eight Months after his laſt Re- 
« turn from Abroad; that it was ſaid to have come 
before its Time, but that having preſſed to ſee it, 
« ſhe was refuſed.” This, indeed, was true, and 
anfirmed the good Woman in her Suſpicion ; for 
fivilla, who had ſtill reſented the Freedom which ſhe 


but kd taken. in her Remonſtrance, had kept her at a 

- t Diſtance; and the Servants, to gratify their 

. Miſtreſs, treated her with the utmoſt Inſolence and 

1 Wl Contempt. 

„At this Relation Mercator turned pale. He now 
WT collected that his Queſtion concerning the Child's 


ticth had been evaded : and concluded, that he had 
een ſhedding Tears of Tenderneſs and Joy over a 
trumpet and a Baſtard, who had robbed him of his 


ww Primony, his Honour, and his Peace. He ſtarted 
+ MI? vith the furious Wildneſs of ſudden Phrenzy ; bur 
ie vith great Difficulty prevailed upon him not to 
ebe the Room. He fat down and remained ſome 
avi Time motionleſs, with his Eyes fixed on the Ground, 
Jv" bis Hands locked in each other. In Proportion as 
„ believed his Wife to be guilty, his Tenderneſs for 
| bs Father revived ; and he reſolved, with yet greater 
the Leal, to proſecute his Purpoſe of immediately attempt- 
oo "5 * Reconciliation. | 

ln this State of Confuſion and Diſtreſs, he went. 
„ che Houſe, where he learned that his Father had 
ing led early in the Morning, and that his Relations 
Obe then aſſembled to read his Will. Fulvius, a 
\ in bother of Mercator's Mother, with whom he had 
=P ways been a Favourite, happening to paſs from one 
e ui boom to another, heard his, Voice. He accoſted 


im with great Ardour and Friendſhip ; and ſoothing 
im with Expreſſions of Condolence and Affection, 
liſted to introduce him to the Company. Mercator 
Witly conſented: He was received at leaſt with Ci- 
Iity by his Brothers, and fitting down among them, 
de Will was read. He ſeemed to liſten like the 
;, but. was, indeed, muſing over the Story Which 
B b 3 he 
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he had juſt heard, and loſt in the Speculation of hi 
own Wretchedneſs. He awaked as from a Dream, 
when the Voice of the Perſon who had been reading 
was ſuſpended ; and finding that he could no longer 
contain himſelf, he ſtarted up, and would have left 
the Company. | 

Of the Will which had been read before him, he 
knew nothing ; But his Uncle believing that he was 
moved with Grief and Reſentment at the Manner in 
which he had been mentioned in it, and the Bequel 
only of a Shilling, took him into another Room; and, 
to apologize for his Father's Unkindneſs, told him, 
That the Reſentment which he expreſled at his 
«© Marriage, was every Day increaſed by the Conduct 
© of his Wife, whoſe Character was now become no- 
& toriouſly infamous; for that ſhe had been ſeen at 
the Lodgiogs of a known Proſtitute, with whom 
«© ſhe appeared to be well acquainted,” This Account 
threw Mercator into another Agony ; from. which he 
was, however, at Length recovered by his Uncle, 
who, as the only Expedient by which he could retrieve 
bis Misfortune, and ſooth his Diſtreſs, propoſed that 


he ſhould no more return to his Lodgings, but go: 
Home with bim; that he would himſelf take ſuch, 


Meaſures with. his Wife, as. would ſcarce fail of in- 
ducing her to accept a ſeparate Maintenance, aſſume 


another Name, and trouble him no more. Mercator, 


in the Bitterneſs of his Affliction, conſented to his 
Propoſal, and they went away together. 

Mercator; in the mean. Time, was expected by Ha- 
uilla with the moſt tender Impatience. She had put 
her little Boy to Bed, and decorated a ſmall Room in 
which they had been uſed; to ſup by themſelves, and 
which ſhe had ſhut up-in his Abſence ; ſhe*count- 


ed the Moments as they. pafſed, and liftened to 


every Carriage and every Step that ſhe heard. 


Supper was now ready: Her Inipatience was u- 


creaied'; Terror was at Length. mingled: with Re- 
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, and her Fondneſs was only buſied to afflidt her; 
le wiſhed, ſhe feared, ſhe accuſed, ſhe apologized, 
and ſhe wept, In the Height of theſe eager Expecta- 
tons and this tender Diſtreſs, ſhe received a Billet 
which Mercator had been perſuaded by his Uncle to 
write, in which he upbraided her in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms with ahuſing his Confidence, and diſhonouring 
his Bed; Of this, he ſaid, he had now obtained. 
« ſufficient Proof to do Juſtice to himſelf, and that 
he was determined to ſee her no more.“ 

To thoſe, whoſe Hearts have not already ac- 
quainted them with the Agony which. ſeized Flavilla 
upon the Sight of this Billet, all Attempts to deſcribe 
t would be not only ineffectual but abſurd. Having. 
paſſed! the Night without Sleep, and the next Day 
without Food, diſappointed in every Attempt to. 
liſcover what was become of Mercator, and doubt- 
ing, if ſhe could have found him, whether it would: 
te poſſible to convince him of. her Innocence; the 
wolent Agitation of her Mind produced a flow Fever, 
which, before ſhe conſidered it as a Diſeaſe, ſhe com- 
municated to the Child while ſhe cheriſhed it at her 
toſom, and wept over it as an Orphan whoſe Life ſhe 
vas ſuſtaining with her own. 

After Mercator had been abſent about ten Days, 
tis Uncle, having perſuaded him to accompany ſome 
Friends. to a Country Seat at the Diſtance of near. 
lxty Miles, went. to his Lodgings in order to dif- 
charge the Rent, and try what Terms he could: 
make with Flavilla, whom he hoped. to intimidate 
vith Threats of a Profecution and Divorce; but. 
When. be came, he found that Flavilla was ſinking 
ery faſt under her. Diſeaſe, and that the Child was 
&ad- already, The Woman of the Houſe, into. 
Whoſe Hands ſhe had juſt put her repeating Watch. 
nd ſome other Ornaments. as. a. Security for her. 
Kent, was ſo touched with her Diſtreſs, and. fo firm 


„ perſuaded of her Innocence by the Manner in. 


Mich ſhe had addzefled her, and the e 
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with which ſhe abſolved thoſe by whom ſhe had been 
traduced, that as ſoon as ſhe had diſcovered Fulviy:'s. 
Buſineſs, ſhe threw herſeif on her Knees, and in- 
treated, that if he knew where Mercator was to be 
found, he would urge him to return, that, if poflible, 
the Life of Flavilla might be preſerved, and the 
Happineſs of both be reſtored by her Juſtification, 
Fulvius, who ſtill ſuſpected Appearances, or at leaſt 
was in Doubt of the Cauſe that had produced them, 
would not diſcover his Nephew; but after much En- 
treaty and Expoſtulation at laſt engaged upon his 
Honour for the Conveyance of a Letter. The Wo- 
man, as ſoon as ſhe obtained his Promiſe, ran up 
and communicated it to FHlavilla; who, when ſhe had 
recovered from the Surprize and Tumult which it 
occaſioned, was fupported in her Bed, and in about 
Half an Hour, after many Efforts, and many Inter- 
vals, wrote a ſhort Billet, which was ſealed, and put 
into the Hands of Fuluixs. 

Fulvius immediately incloſed and diſpatched it by 
the Poſt, refolving that in a Queſtion ſo doubtful and 
of ſuch Importance, he would no further interpoſe. 
Mercator, who the Moment he caſt his Eye upon the 
Letter, knew both the Hand and Seal, after pauſing a 
few Moments in Suſpence, at Length tore it open, 
and read theſe Words. 

«© Such has been my Folly, that, perhaps, I ſhould 
« not be acquitted of Guilt in any Circumſtances, 
„ but thoſe in which I write. I do not, therefore, 
« but for your Sake, wiſh them otherwiſe than the) 
« are. T he dear Infant, whoſe Birth has undone me, 
* now lies dead at my Side, a Victim to my Indiſcre- 
« tion and your Reſentment. I am fcarce able to 
guide my * But I moſt earneſtly intreat to ſe? 
« you, that you m-y at leaſt have the Satisfaction to 
« hear me atteſt my han with the laſt Sigh, and 
«. ſeal our Reconciliation on my Lips, while they are 
yet ſenſible of the Impreſſion.“ 
Aercatar, whom an Earthquake would leſs * 
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zgected than this Letter, felt all his Tenderneſs re- 
vive in a Moment, and reflected with unalterable An- 
euiſh upon the Raſhneſs of his Reſentment. At the 
Thought of his Diſtance from London, he ſtarted as if 
he had felt a Dagger in his Heart: He lifted up his 
Eyes to Heaven, with a Look that expreſſed at once 
an Accuſation of himſelf and a Petition for her; and 
then ruſhing out of the Houſe, without taking Leave 
of any, or ordering a Servant to attend him, he took 
Poſt-horſes in a neighbouring Inn, and in lefs than 
ix Hours was in Leicefter- Fields. But notwithſtand- 
ing his Speed, he arrived too late; Fiavi//a had ſuffer- 
ed the laſt Agony, and her Eyes could behold him no 
more. Griet and Diſappointment, Remorſe and De- 
ſpair now totally ſubverted his Reaſon, It became ne- 
ceſſary to remove him by Force from the Body ; and 
— a Confinement of two Years in a Mad houſe, he 
ied, 

May every Lady on whoſe Memory Compaſſion 
ſhall record theſe Events, tremble to aſiume the Levi- 
ty of Flavilla; for, perhaps, it is not in the Power of 
any Man in Mercator's Circumſtances to be lefs jealous 
than Mercator. 


n 


— — „1 — ——__ 


MIR TH and FALSHOOD Liconſiſtent. 


Who, for the poor Rrnocun of being ſmart, 
Wou'd flick a Dagger to his Brother's Heart ? YouNnGc., 
URING the laſt War, a ſea-faring Man courted 
a young Woman at Lime houſe, whom he got 
with Child : ſoon after which he went to Sea and left 
her: He ſaved ſome Money in the We/t- Indies, where 


he ſtayed about two Years, but could not be eaſy in. 


his Mind on Account of ruining the young Woman. 
He left the Ship and ſome Wages that were due to 
him, and came Home with a Deſign to marry her : 
Going into a Public-houſe at Lime-houſe, which he had 
formerly frequented, and enquiring after the you's 

| F 
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Woman, the Landlord ſaid ſhe was alive and well, 
and had a Charming Boy ; but (by Way of Hum, as 
*tis called) told him too, that ſhe was married. Im- 
mediately on this, the poor Seaman left the Houſe, 
rambling about he knew not nor cared not whither, and 
was picked up by a Preſs-gang, and ſent aboard a 
Tender, where he hanged himſelf the very firſt Night, 
— The News of this affected the young Woman ſo 
much, that ſhe died ſoon after, and the poor Child 
was left on the Pariſh ; nor did the Landlord, who was 
in Reality a good-natured Man, ever enjoy a Moment's 
Peace of Mind during the few Years he lived. 


Us D1:CCS0-210023TY. 


With ſoothing Wiles, be von my eaſy Heart ; 

He figh'd and voaw'd—but ob, he feign'd the Smart; 

Sure of all Fiends, the blackeft ave can find, 

Are thoſe Ingrates who fab our Peace of Mind. R. 


F Penitence can lay Claim to Pardon, and to con- 
feſs our Crimes is any Kind of Atonement for 
enn, the following true | Eons: may plead in my 
ehalf to an injured Woman, reconcile me to my- 
ſelf, and reſtore that Tranquillity of Mind, which | 
have ſo lately forfeited by my own Folly and Indit- 
cretion. F | 
You muſt know that I am the Son of an honeſt 
Tradeſman, was by him brought up at a public School, 
and from thence went to the Univerſity. Soon after 
my Arrival there, a Gentleman came down with his 
Family to enter his Son, who had been my School- 
fellow at one of the Colleges: They ſent for me, 
and defired I would ſhew them the Univerſity; 2 
Requeſt which I readily complied with, as it grati- 
fied my Vanity in being ſeen with his Daughter, a 
young Lady of great Beauty and Fortune, Advantages 
which often ſupply the Want of every other real 
Good, but ſerved in her, only to adorn the ſuperior 
Qualities ef the Mind, and ſet off the Charms vi Vie 
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- I trove to make their Time as agreeable as poſſible, 
by that Aſſiduity, which never fails to pleaſe, and 
al thoſe little Services which are ſure to conciliate 
Affection; I waited on my fair Viſitor, as you may 
imagine, with more than ordinary Diligence, grati- 
fed her Curiofity by the Sight of every Thing that 
thought worthy of her Attention, and endeavour- 
ed, by being uſeful, to make myſelf agreeable. I 
ſucceeded ſo well, in ſhort, with the whole Family, 
that when they left the Place, I received a preſſing 
Invitation from the Father to ſpend a Week with them 
in London. Accordingly I waited on them, and was 
received with great Politeneſs; the Morning we 
chiefly ſpent in Diverſions within Doors, and in the 
Evening went to the Play. This gave me an Op- 
portunity of frequent Interviews with. the young 
Lady, in which I could not help paying that Tribute 
of Praiſe to her Accompliſhments which I knew ſhe 
deſerved, and which I imagined ſhe expected: I ſpoke 
the Language of Love, without feeling the Power of 
it, and inſenfibly raiſed a Paſſion in her Breaſt,' which 
was as yet a Stranger to my own, Little did I indeed 
t that Time imagine, that with an Intention merely 
to amuſe, I was laying Snares to deceive; and that 
vhilſt I thought myſelf only playing the innocent Part 
«a fine Gentleman, I was undermining the Peace of 
a amiable Woman, and deſtroying the future Happi- 
neſs of a whole innocent Family. 

When I took my Leave, my Friends told me they 
would not conſent to part with me ſo ſoon, unleſs I 
would promiſe on the firſt Leiſure I had to return; 
wth which Propoſal I readily acquieſced. As I had 
to great Deſire to change a Scene of Gaiety and Plea- 
we for the Gloom of a College, the Reflection of it 
irew a Melancholy on my Features, which the Lady 
tributed to a different Cauſe. I fetched a deep 
"ph at parting, and retired from her with a ſilent 
row, which I afterwards found had left a fronger 

III 
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Impreſſion on her Heart than all the fine Things 
I had ſaid; and confirmed her in the Opinion ſhe 
had conceived of my inviolable Attachment to her. 
] returned to the Univerſity, where my Attention was 
ſoon called off to other Views, and my 1 houghts 
fixed on Objects of a very different Nature; nor 
ſhould I, perhaps, from that Hour, have called to Mind 
the now forgotten Fair One, had not a Letter which 
I received from her about three Months afterwards, 
greatly ſurpriſed and diſturbed me. She would 
not, ſhe there informed me, have broke through the 
preſcribed Forms of her Sex, but that, as ſhe well 
knew my Deſigns were honourable, and nothing 
but my own Diffidence had concealed them, ſhe 
looked on herſelf as bound in Honour to let me 
know that it would be acceptable to her; that it 
would appear like Aﬀectation in her to ſuppoſe I 
had meant merely to flatter and amuſe her : and as ſhe 
had ſpared me the Confuſion of firſt mentioning this, 
{he hoped I would ſoon come to a more clear Expla- 
nation.“ In a Poſtſcript ſhe added, “that her Fa- 
ther was a Man who had, what we call, ſeen the 
World, was determined to marry her at all Events, 
up to her Rank; and chuſed rather to ſee her ſplen- 
didly miſerable, than obſcurely happy: That unleſs [ 
ſaved her, ſhe was ruined ; and that a ſhort Time 
muſt determine her Fate.“ 

I need not tell you how I was confounded, to find 
myſelf involved in an Intrigue, before I had ſo much 
as once thought ſeriouſly upon it: I therefore an- 
ſwered her in the moſt ſubmiſſive Manner I could; 
repreſented to her, that it would. be the higheſt In- 
gratitude in me to- marry the Daughter of a Man who 
had ſhewn me ſuch uncommon. Civilities, without his 
Conſent ; beſides, that the Diſparity of our Fortunes 
muſt be an unſurmountable Obſtacle to a thinking 
Perſon ; that ſhe might one Day or other reproach me 
with Breach of Truſt herſelf, or inſult me on Ac- 


count of that very Inequality which ſhe now ſons? 
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odiſregard that; in ſuch a Caſe, the Deſire of pleaſing 
nuſt {ink into the Fear of offending, and thus put 
n End to all her viſionary Schemes of laſting Happi- 
tels; that I was ſorry ſhe had ſo miſtaken my Beha- 
our as to attribute that to Love which is but the 
fect of Gallantry. I then talked to her of a Prieſt 
nd Marriage in the Language of Lotharto ; and con- 
duded by adviſing her, for both our Sakes, to think 
0 more of it. 

This, you may imagine, was an Anſwer which 
whilſt my Hand wrote it, my Heart very ſeverely re- 
rached me for. I could not but tacitly blame my- 
elf for that particular Regard and Attachment to her, 
mich I had formerly expreſſed, and was not deter- 
nined, whether I ſhould not make a little ſerious 
Love to her the very next Opportunity ; when, in 
the Midſt of theſe Reflections, I received the follow- 
ns Letter, which beſt can tell the Story of her Miſ- 
fortune, and expoſe the Weakneſs of my paſt Con- 
luct. 

It is over, and I am a Slave ! yet the only Hour 
hat I can call my own, I give to you, the only one 
hat a Huſband's Authority has not a Right to inter- 
ut, To ſum up all my Miſeries in a Word, know, 
ny Father has this Morning given me up to Sorrow 
nd Mr ——, Alas! what deluſive Viſions of Feli- 
aty did not your flattering Tongue once give me 
Lave to form ? Such as no Turn of Fortune can a- 
þin recal.— I tremble to think what a Huſband's 

age may not inflict, when he finds, inſtead of the 
lappineſs he expected, ſo poor an Entertainment as 
love compelled will afford him. It is impoſſible for 
liferent Maſters to ſhare one poor Heart: With me 
it might enjoy as much as the unwilling Victim to 
Ita! Violence, and have as warm a Return of Fond- 

els from the ſheeted Dead. But what am I ſaying, 
ad to whom? To him that has robbed me of m 
bace! Can he now dry up thoſe Tears which him- 
elf alone could bid to flow ? Or, can he heal thoſe 
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Wounds which himſelf has made? But the wort M On the 
paſt ; all the Paſſions that have racked me ſince I re 

ceived your laſt, are huſhed ; and what little Spirig / Natur 
remain will ſoon give Way to the ſilent eating Se % Ghar 


: - All DiJcoi 
row that muſt follow this. Think that you ha All parti 


robbed me of what not all my Fortune can purcha And Spit 
for me, nor the whole World beſide hath Power i One Trut, 
beſtow. Ever ſince I was taught to form a Wiſh 
it was that of being a happy Mother, and a tende D OZ AT 
Wife. I may now have a Child whom his Father D for mz 
Vices will exclude from that Exceſs of FondnefMWre, and h 
which I ſhould otherwiſe have poured over it; ‚m Oil of ( 
you know too well his Character to hope any Alter m he 
tion in him: And yet this Man my Religion hence nded his 
forward binds me to be true to, and obey. Fare em with 
wel ! and know, however I condemn your CondutMoundec, : 
that would my Brother, jealous of his Honour as h@Þ unknow 
is, this Moment revenge me, I had rather forgive tha Brzaldab 
reſent it. Live then, and be happy; and may th RNuſed to 
Happineſs never be ſuſpended a Moment by the Re bomieſt ( 
membrance of ber whom your Falſhood has mad there re 
for ever miſerable.” airs of his 
If your Heart has not already informed you what]Wition, th 
J felt on this, it will be needleſs to tell you how ſe lie ſuffere: 
verely I now accuſe my own weak Conduct; nor cafe; but 
I ſoon forgive myſelf the wanton Sacrifice of Youth nds of M 
Innocence, Beauty, and Virtue, to faſhionable Levity nd echoi. 
and polite Perfidiouſneſs. It is I that have given th , God 
Wound inflicted by her Father a deeper Smart, though Soul, 
it is himſelf who has made that Miſery laſting. I cangoſp®"ows, * 
only wiſh this may be an uſeful Leſſon to warn al irrem 
| young Gentlemen, my Fellow-profligates, never tc 32 m 
directin 


expreſs a particular Regard where they have not ſeri 


ous Thoughts of Love; and to teach Parents whom pretend 
Heaven has bleſt with dutiful Children, rather to mak the m 
them happy than great; or by their Authority, neve . 5 

0 ( 


to violate thoſe Hearts which they have only a Right 
to guide, p 
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All Nature is but Art untnocun to thee, 

All Chance Direction which thou can*/t not fee ; 

All Difeord Harmony, not under/tood, 

All partial Evil, univerſal Good : 

And Spite of Pride, in erring Reaſon's Spite, 

One Truth ii clear —whatever tis, is right. Porte. 


JOZALDAB, Caliph of Egypt, had dwelt ſecurely 
) for many Years in the filken Pavilions of Plea- 
re, and had every Morning anointed his Head with 
te Oil of Gladneſs, when his only Son Aboaram, for 
hom, he had crouded his Treaſures with Gold, ex- 
nded his Dominions with Conqueſts, and ſecured 
em with impregnable Fortreſles, was ſuddenly 
wunded, as he was hunting, with an Arrow from 
n unknown Hand, and expired in the Field. 

Brzaldab, in the Diſtraction of Grief and Deſpair, 
tfuled to return to his Palace, and retired to the 
bomieſt Grotto in the neighbouring Mountains: 
lit there rolled himſelf on the Duſt, tore away the 
airs of his hoary Head, and daſhed the Cup of Con- 
bation, that Patience offered him, to the Ground. 
le ſuffered not his Minſtrels to approach his Pre- 
ice ; but liſtened to the Screams of the melancholy 
urds of Midnight, that flit through the ſolitary Vaults 
nd echoing Chambers of the Pyramids.“ Can 
lit God be benevolent, he cried, who thus wounds 
de Soul, as from an Ambuſh, with unexpected 
rows, and cruſhes his Creatures in a Moment 


Mus no more of the Juſtice and the Kindneſs of an 
directing and all-loving Providence ! He, whom 
pretend reigns in Heaven, is ſo far from protect- 
ly the miſerable Sons of Men, that he perpetually 
lehts to blaſt the ſweeteſt Flowerets in the Gar- 
n of Hope; and, like a malignant Giant, to beat 
Wn the ſtrongeſt Towers of Happineſs with the 
In Mace of Anger. If this Being poſſeſſed the 
Cc 2 Good- 


mh irremediable Calamity ? Ye pars [mans, prate 


1 
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Goodneſs and the Power with which flattering Pricf 
have inveſted him, he would doubtleſs be incline 
and enabled to baniſh thoſe Evils which render th 
World a Dungeon of Diſtreſs, a Vale of Vanity an 
Woe.—l will continue in it no longer!“ 

At that Moment he furiouſly raiſed his Hand 
which Deſpair had armed with a Dagger, to ftri 
deep into his Boſom ; when ſuddenly thick Flaſh 
of Lightning ſhot through the Cavern, and a Bein 
of more than human Beauty and Magnitude, atraj 
ed in azure Robes, crowned with Amaranth,, an 
Waving a Branch of Palm in his Right-hand, arr 
ed the Arm of the trembling and aſtoniſhed Calip 
and ſaid with a majeſtic Smile, Follow me to t| 
Top of this Mountain,” 

Look from hence, ſaid the awful Conductor 
I am Caloc, the Angel of Peace; look from hene 
into the Valley,” 

Bozaldab opened his Eyes, and beheld a bart 
fultry, and ſolitary Iſland, in the Midſt of which | 
a pale, meagre, and ghaſtly Figure: It was a Mercha 
juſt periſhing with Famine, and lamenting that 
could find neither wild Berries nor a ſingle Sprig 
this forlorn uninhabited Deſart; and begging t 
Protection of Heaven againſt the Tygers that wou 
now certainly deſtroy him, ſince he had conſumedt 
laſt Fuel he had collected to make nightly Fires to 
fright them. He then caſt a Caſket of Jewels ont 
Sand, as Trifles of no Uſe; and crept feeble a 
trembling to an Eminence, where he was accuſtoms 
to ſit every Evening to watch the ſetting Sun, and 
give a Signal to any Ship that might happily approad 
the Iſland, | 

& Inhabitant of Heaven, cried Bazaldeb, ſuffer n 
this Wretch to periſh by the Fury of wild Bea 
„Peace, ſaid the Angel, and obſerve.” : 

He looked again, and beheld a Veſſel arrived 
the deſolate Iſle. What Words can paint the R- 
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ifered to tranſport him to his native Country, if he 
yould reward him with Half the Jewels of his Caſ- 
ttt, No ſooner had this pitiful Commander received 
tie ſtipulated Sum, than he held a Conſultation with 
the Crew, and they agreed to ſeize the remaining 
ſewels, and leave the unhapyy Exile in the ſame 
teipleſs and lamentable Condition in which they diſ- 
covered him. He wept and trembled, intreated, and 
mplored in vain, 

« Will Heaven permit ſuch Injuſtice to be practiſ- 
ed,” exclaimed Bozaldab ! * Look again, ſaid the 
Angel, and behold the very Ship in which, ſhort- 
{zhted as thou art, thou wiſhedſt the Merchant might 
embark, daſhed in Pieces on a Rock: Doſt thou not 
tear the Cries of the ſinking Sailors? Preſume not to 
lirect the Governor of the Univerſe in the Diſpoſal of 
Events The Man whom thou haſt pitied ſhall be ta- 
ten from. this dreary Solitude, but not by the Method 
thou wouldſt preſcribe. His Vice was Avarice, by 
which he became not only abominable but wretched ; 
te fancied ſome mighty Charm in Wealth, which, like 
the Wand of Abdiel would gratify every Wiſh, and 
obviate every Fear. This Wealth he has now been 
uught not only to deſpiſe but abhor : He caſt his Jew- 
tls upon the Sand, and confeſſed them to be uſeleſs; 
te offered Part of them to the Mariners, and perceived 
them to be pernicious ; he has now learned, that they 
re rendered uſeful or vain, good or evil, only by the 
iItuation and Temper of the Poſſeſſor. Happy is he 
whom. [Diſtreſs has taught Wiſdom ! But turn thine 
Lyes to another and more intereſting Scene,” 

The Caliph inſtantly beheld a magnificent Palace, 
aorned with Statues of his Anceſtors wrought in Jaſper ; 
de Ivory Doors of which, turning on Hingesof the Gold 
ff Golconda, diſcovered a Throne of Diamonds, ſurround- 
a by the Rajas of fifty Nations, and with Ambaſladors 
n various Habits and of different Complexions; on 
which ſat Aboram, the much-lamented Son of Boxaldab, 
ud by his Side a Princeſs fairer than an Houri. 

Cc 3 Gra- 
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s Gracious Alla /—It is my Son! cried the Ce 
liph, O let me hold him to my Heart?” « Taod 
canſt not graſp an unſubſtantial Viſion, replied to th 
Angel : I am now ſhewing thee what would 
have been the Deſtiny of thy Son, had he continued 
longer on the Earth.” And why, returned B:4 
zaidab, was he not permitted to continue? Why 
was he not ſuffered to be a Witneſs of ſo much PFelici4 
ty and Power ?* Conſider the Sequel,” replied hy 
that dwells in the fifth Heaven. Bez Adab looked earh 
neſtly, and ſaw the Countenance of his Son, © 
which he had been uſed to behold the placid Smile of 
Simplicity, and the vivid Bluſhes of Health, now diſ# 
torted with Rage, and now fixed in the Inſenſibility off 
Drunkenneſs : It was again animated with Diſdain, if 
became pale with Apprehenſion, and appeared to bg 
withered with Intemperance ; his Hands were ſtainecdh 
with Blood, and he trembled by Turns with Fury 
and Terror, The Palace, fo lately ſhining with ori 
ental Pomp, changed ſuddenly into the Cell of a Dung 
geon, where his Son lay ſtretched out on a cold Pave 
ment, gagged and bound, and his Eyes put out. Soo! 
after he perceived the favourite Sultana, who before 
was ſeated by his Side, enter with a Bowl of Poiſon 
which ſhe compelled Aboram to drink, and afterward 
married the Succeſſor to his Throne. 

« Happy, ſaid Calc, is he whom Providence has 
by the Angel of Death ſnatched from - Guilt ! from 
whom that Power is with-held, which, if he had pol. 
ſelſed, would have accumulated upon himſelf yet 
greater Miſery than it could make upon others.“ 

It is enough, cried Bozaldab ; I adore the in- 
ſcrutable Schemes of Omniſcience !——From what 
dreadful Evil has my Son been reſcued, by a Deatit 
which I raſhly bewailed as unfortunate and premature 
A Death of Innocence and Peace, which has bleſſed 
bis Memory on Earth, and tranſmitted his Spurtt tc 
the Skes.“ | 

« Caſt away the Dagger, replied the ay" 
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Meſſenger, which thou waſt preparing to plunge in- 
to thine own Heart. Exchange Complaint for Si- 
lence, and Doubt for Adoration. Can a Mortal look 
down, without Giddineſs and Stupefaction, into the 
vaſt Abyſs of eternal Wiſdom? Can a Mind that 
ſees not infinitely, perfectly comprehend any ug 
zmong an Infinity of Objects, mutually relative! 
Can the Channels, which thou commandeſt to be cut 
to receive the annual Inundation of the Nile, contain 
the Waters of the Ocean? Remember that perfect 
Happineſs cannot be conferred on a Creature; for 
perfect Happineſs is an Attribute as incommunicable, 
as perfect Power and Eternity.” 

The Angel, while he was ſpeaking thus, ſtretched 
out his Pinions to fly back to the Empyreum, and the 
F _ of his Wings was like the Ruſhing of a Ca- 
taract. 


n. 


— 
Ma _ 


No FRIENDSHIP among the WICKED. 


The Bliſs of Friendſhip Vice can never know ; | 
From Virtue's Feunt alene that Stream muſt flea, R. 


HRE E Villains having made a conſiderable 
Booty at a ſmall Diſtance from a Country 
Town, agreed (as it was not expedient for all three to. 
enter the , ae. together) that one of them only ſhould 
0 and buy Proviſions, and bring them to the Place of 
endezous. in a Wood, Whilſt he was gone, the 


Two who were left, conſulted together, and in order 


to enlarge their Share of the Booty, determined to 
kill their Comrade as ſoon as he ſhould return with 
their Food. This was executed; but their murdered 


Companion, who had formed preciſely the ſame De- 


ſign againſt them, had, after ſatisfying his own Appe- 

tite, poiſoned the Food he brought them. Thus they 

al died by the Treachery of each other. . 
= 
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We 


SELECT THOUGHTS. None 

AF ic|ves. 
E W take Care to live well, but many to live MI Deſpi 
long; though it is in every Body's Power to do Cacklin 
the former, but in no Man's Power to do the latter. II E 
The firſt Requiſite in Converſation is Truth ; the morrow 
ſecond, Senſe; the third, Good humour ; and the | AK. 
fourth, Wit. Day; 
Slanderers are like Flies; they paſs over the good K nave | 
Parts of a Man, and indulge on his Sores. : If a 
Keen Glances of Cenſure proceed generally from | till but 
a dark involved Temper, like Flaſhes of Lightning Deſp 
from a gloomy Sky. ? WY conſfide: 
Thoſe who blow the Coals of others Strife, may WI an Aſp 
chance to have the Sparks fly in their own Face. In C 
Words are like Arrows, and ſhould not be ſhot MI Works 
at Random. | = God : ( 

The Poor are ſeldomer ſick for Want of Food, MI ture. 
than the Rich are by the Exceſs of it. 7 The 
Thoſe who are of Opinion that Money will do | Pafſi 
every Thing, may be reaſonably ſuſpected to do every MI take C. 
Thing for Money. Y 10 
A good Conſcience is to the Soul, what Health is on our 
to the Body. 10 Poir 

Content is natural Wealth, and Luxury is artificial ger. 
Poverty. | ; If th 
A Liar is a Coward to Man, anda Bra vo to his bim to 
God, ? If w 
King Henry the Fourth of France (to recommend would 
Affability and Good- nature) uſed to fay, that one Wh 
Drop of Honey attracted more Flies, than a Spoonful only n 
of Vinegar. Th. 
It is eafier to praiſe People into Virtue, than rail a Grey 
them out of Vice. you w 
A ſure Way to pleaſe in Company, is to- ſeem En 
pleaſed with your Company. in the 
Politeneſs conſiſts in being eaſy yourſelf, and making and m 
ethers ſo. ever C 
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We may be as good as we pleaſe, if we pleaſe to 
be good. 

None are ſo empty, as thoſe who are full of them- 
ſelves. 

Deſpiſe not Advice even of the meaneſt : The 
Cackling of Geeſe preſerved the Roman State. 

III Habits are eaſier conquered To-day than To- 
morrow. 

A Knave may gain more than an honeſt Man for a 
Day ; but the honeſt Man will gain more than the 
Knave in the Year. ; 

If a Coat be ever ſo fine that a Fool wears, it is 
ſtill but a Fool's Coat, 

Deſpiſe not an Enemy though ever ſo weak; but 
eonſider that the Lion may periſh by the Puncture of 
an Aſp. 

In Courts and Cities we are entertained with the 
Works of Men, in the Country with the Works of 
God One is the Province of Art, the other of Na- 
ture. 

They worſhip God be/?, who reſemble him mo/?. 

Paſſions are the Gales of Life; and it is our Part to 
take Care they do not riſe into a Tempeſt, 

To be angry, is to revenge the Faults of others up- 
on ourſelves. 

Point not at the Faults of others with a foul Fin- 
ger. - 

If the Devil catches a Man idle, he generally ſets 
him to Work. . | 

If we did not flatter ourſelves, Flattery from others 
would have no Effect. | 

When Men grow virtuous in their old Age, they 
only make a Sacrifice to God of the Devil's Leavings. 

The Careſſes of bad Men reſemble the Fawning of 
a Greyhound, which, while he ſhews his Love, fouls 
you with his Paws. 
oy is a cercain Acknowledgment of Superiority 
in the Perſon envied : Of ail Vices, 'tis the baſeſt 
and meaneſt:—— And the Breaſt of the envious Man 
ever contains a Hell, We 
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We ſhould never deſpiſe People for Want of natural | 
Parts, but for making a wrong Uſe of them ; thus, if 3 
a Man walks lame, he is to be pitied; if he dances 


lame, he is to be laughed at. 


Some Perſons are fo very obliging, that they never 
oblige. | 


A malignant Praiſe has always been the moſt ſuc. | 


ceſsful Vehicle to inſinuate Slander, as Poiſon is ne- 
ver more artfully conveyed than in Perfume. 
[Part of an Bpitaph.) 


others; what I gave to the Poor, remains with me. 


Wiſdom's beſt School is Adverſity : Proſperity was | 


painted by the Ancients like a Harlot, quite blind, 
on the Brink of a frightful Precipiece. 


The voluptuous Man ſtands in the Market to be 


bought and ſold. 

Procraſtination is the Thief of Time. 

Induſtry is the True Philoſopher's Stone. 

He that injures one, threatens an Hundred. 

Tongues are like Race- Horſes, which run the faſter 
the leſs Weight they carry. | 

When C&zcrates was told that his Judges had ſen- 
tenced him to Death: And hath not Nature (ſaid he) 
paſſed the ſame Sentence upon them? 

Every Perſon has juſt as much Pride as he wants 
Senſe. | 

He who ſwears, tells us his bare Word is not to be 
credited. | 

True Modeſiy is aſhamed of every Thing that is cri- 
minal ; falſe Modeſty, of every Thing that is unfajhion- 
able. | 

When Compliments were leſs in Faſhion, Sincerity 
was more eſteemed, 

Nature has wiſely furniſhed us with rwe Ears and 
but one Tongue; a moſt uſeful IL. eſſon, if rightly at- 
tended to. 

Thoſe who fear God the n, fear Men the leaf. 

Living high brings Men low. 8 5 

A Deſire of appearing witty is tile moſt certain 
Method of preventing it. He 
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He keeps the beſt Table who has the moſt valuable 
Company at it. 

A Head, like a Houſe, when crammed too full, and 
no regular Order obſerved in the placing what is in 
it, is only littered, inſtead of being furniſhed. 

The ancient Grecians uſed to puniſh with double 
Severity Crimes done in Drunkenneſs ; firſt, for de- 
baſing themſelves below the Brute Creation; and, ſe- 
condly, for the Crime committed. 

It is remarkable, that the moſt docile and ſenſible of 
Im Animals (the Elephant) is the moſt temperate and 
abſtemious 3 as, on the contrary, the moſt /upid and 
forbidding (the Swine) is the moſt gluttonous and vo- 
racious. 

Thoſe who boaſt of the Light within, are generally 
dark and gloomy without; and may juſtly be compared 
to dark Lanthorns. 

There is a great Difference between praying and 
ſaying one's Prayers. 

I never knew a proud Man that was not ://-natured, 
nor an ill natured Man that was not proud. 

Bigots of all Kinds, whether Profeſſors of the 
Chriftian, Tewiſh, or Mabometan Religion, differ in 

nothing but the Name; for though at firſt ſetting 
aut, they ſeem to take quite different Ways; yet, like 
Travellers in a Circle, notwithſtanding they ſet for- 
ward Back to Back, they ſoon meet and join in the 
oppoſite Part of the Circle. 

It is uſual in Turkey, by Way of Reproach, to 
blacken the Front of thoſe Perſons Houſes who are 
notorous for Tale- bearing, pr propagating Pal/hood : 
lf that were the Caſe with us, what a di/mal Figure 
would moſt of the Towns in England make? 
Nothing can be honourable that is not virtuous : 
Among the Romans, the Entrance to the Temple of 
Honour always lay through the Temple of Virtue. 
Example is a Leſſon all can read. | 
Long Man can be ſaid to die ſuddenly who has lived 

8. 

If 
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If we do not govern our Paſſions, we may be ſure 
our Paſſions will govern us. | 

Thoſe who are given to tell all they know, gene- 
rally tell more than they know. 

The Man who loves not Praiſe, will ſcarce do any 
Thing to deſerve it. 

We ſhould not talk to pleaſe ourſelves, but thoſe 
who hear us. 

Obſtinate People are never ſo much ſo, as when 
they are in the wrong. 

Of all Brutes, none are ſo very brutiſh as Human 
Brutes. 

To pleaſe, we muſt reſemble the Willou, and not 
the Oak, 

He who is fond of giving Advice, wants it himſclf. 

Advice ſhould fall as the Dew, not overwhelm as a 
Shower. 

We feel what we fear, much more than what we 
really ſuffer, | | 

Hard to be pleaſed, and eaſy to be diſpleaſed, is 
an ocious Character. 

The meaneſt Way of praiſing ourſelves, is finding 
Fault with others. | 

The Man who is aſhamed of being poor, would be 
proud if he were rich. 

When we ſpeak of the Dead, we ſhould tread ſoſt- 
Jy over ee won 

Praiſe Children for being pretty, and they will en- 
deavour to be beautiful: Praiſe them for being good, 
and they will endeavour to be virtuous. 

Avarice is of all Characters the moſt oppoſite to 
that of the Almighty ; whoſe alone it is, to give and 
not receive. | 

Thoſe who give no-body a good Word, deſerve 
no-body's good Word, | i 

An affected Gravity that covers Folly, is like a 
waſhed Shilling that paſſes for a Guinea, till it comes 


to be tried 
T H:E 


— —— 


— — 


- — — —— 
— 


——— — 


r 
„ 


4 


— 
o 
an. 
. 
* 22 
oy * 
— 
* 
—— 


„ > —— 
. 


(ity « OP 1 


144 


| The Hermit. 


Publtrhed Oct 1.1777. as the Act directs by G. Robinſon 


| and T. ac 
; 


CLONE 4 


2 if a 


. , - 


C—_ 
1 PR LEY 
n C 
a - FR 
nid > p 
= = o 
\ \ F . . 
. . 
2 
3 * =_ 2 1 | 
5 | . — ; 
rs 2 = 
- - = 


— 


y 


—1I Mc 
aud jujlrf; 


AR | 
From 
The Moſs 
lis Food 
lemote fr 
yr al! 


A Life 
kem'd He 
That Vice 
[his ſpru 
lis Hopes 
Ind all th 
0 When : 
Um Nat 
bwn ber 
md Skies 
ut if a 8 


Ar 6X5; * cb * 5 Schecke gb. 
* SAL, HE; bb A A SA LN PA 3 OR, 
Wnt Vee 85 Won 2) et We nt N. N. 
N ee e PID e EIGEN 


. 


ER MITT 


—T may aſſert eternal Prowdence, 
ind jujlefy the Hays of God to Man. M1tzTON- 


AR in a Wild, unknown to public View, 
From Youth to Age a rev'rend Hermit grew; 
Ide Moſs his Bed the Cave his humble Cell, 
Wii: Food the Fruits, his Drink the cryſtal W ell. 
lemote from Man, with God he paſs' 4 his Days, 
a'r all his Bus'neſs, all his Pleaſure Praiſe. 


A Life ſo ſacred, ſuch ſerene Repoſe 

kem'd Heav'n itſelf, till one Suggeſtion roſe ; 

ſhat Vice ſhould triumph, Virtue Vice obey; 
[his ſprung ſome Doubt of Providence's Sway. 
ls Hopes no more a certain Proſpect boat, 

nd all the Tenor of his Soul is loſt : 

when a ſmooth Expanſe receives impreſs'd 
Um Nature's Image on its wat'ry Breaſt, 

hoyn bend the Banks, the Trees impending grow, 
ad Skies beneath with anſw'ring Colours glow 
it if a Stone the gentle Sea divide, 

ift ruAing Circles curl on ev'ry Side; 

Wd plimm'ring Fragments of a broken Sun 3 
links, I'rees, and Skies in thick Diſorder run. 


To clear this Doubt, to know the. World by Sight, 

0 find if Books or Swains re port it right, 

lor ye . by Swains alone the World he Knew. 

0 ho! e 7 cet Came wand” ring o'er the nightly Dew) 
D d He 
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He quits his Cel]; the Pilgrim's Staff he bore, 
And fix'd the Scallop in his Hat before; 
Then with the Sun a riſing Journey went, 
Sedate to think, and watching each Event. 


The Morn was waſted in the pathleſs Grats, 
And long and loneſome was the Wild to paſs: 
But when the ſouthern Sun had warm'd the Day, 
A Youth came poſting o'er a croſſing Way; 
His Raiment decent, his Complexion fair, 

And ſoft in graceful Ringlets wav'd his Hair, 
Then near approaching, 2 hail ! he cry'd; 
And hail, my Son] the rev'rend Sire reply'd ; 


Words follow'd Words, from Queſtion Aniwer flow'd, 


And Talk of various Kinds, deceiv'd the Road ; 
"Till each with other pleas'd, and loth to part, 
While in their Age they differ, join in Heart : 
Thus ſtands an aged Elm in Ivy bound, 
Thus youthful Ivy claſps an Elm around. 
But here the Youth enjoin'd the eager Sire, 

Who into hidden Truths did much enquire, 

If he'd in Silence each Event behold, 

He would to him ſome wond'rous Things unfold, 
Agreed ;—and now the cloſing Hour of Day 

Came onward, mantl'd o'er with ſober Grey; 
Nature in Silence bids the World repoſe ; 

When near the Road a ſtately Palace role : | 
There by the Moon, thro' Ranks of Trees they pals, 
Whoſe Verdure crown'd their ſloping Sides of Grals. 
It chanc'd the noble Maſter of the Dome 

Still made his Houſe the wand'ring Stranger's Home. 
Yet ftill his Kindneſs, from a Thirſt of Praiſe, 
Prov'd the vain Flouriſh of expenſive Eaſe. 

The Pair arrive, the livery'd Servants wait; 

Their Lord receives them at the pompous Gate. 
The Table groans with coftly Piles of Food, 

And all is more than hoſpitably good. 

Then led to Reſt, the Day's long Toil they drown, 
Deep ſunk in Sleep, and Silk, and Heaps of Down. 
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Ac length 'tis Morn, and at the Dawn of Day 

W Along the wide Canals the Zephyrs play; 

Freſh o'er the gay Parterres the Breezes creep, 

And ſhake the neighbouring Wood to baniſh Sleep. 
Up riſe the Gueſts obedient to the Call; 

An early Banquet deck'd the ſplendid Hall ; 

Rich, luſcious Wine a golden Goblet grac'd, 
Which the kind Maſter forc'd his Gueſts to taſte ; 
Then pleas'd and thankful from the Porch they go, 
And, but the Landlord, none had Cauſe of Woe; 
His Cup was vaniſh'd; for in ſecret Guiſe 

The younger Gueſt purloin'd the glittering Prize, 
Now on they paſs—when far upon the Road, 

The wealthy Spoil the wiley Partner ſhew'd. 


As one who ſpies a Serpent in his Way, 
Gliſt'ning and baſking in the Summer Ray; 
Diſorder'd ſtops, to ſhun the Danger near, 
Then walks with Faintneſs on, and looks with Fear; 
Lo ſeem'd the Sire, he walk'd with trembling Heart, 
And much he wiſh'd, but durſt not aſk to part *: 
Murm'ring, he lifts his Eyes, and thinks it hard, 
That gen'rous Actions meet a baſe Reward. 


While thus they paſs, the Sun his Glory ſhrouds, 
Tue changing Skies hang out their ſable Clouds; 

A Sound in Air preſag'd approaching Rain, 

And Beaſts to Coverts ſcud acroſs the Plain, 

Warn'd by the Signs, the wand'ring Pair retreat, 

To ſeek for Shelter at a neighb'ring Seat: 

Twas built by L'urrets on a riſing Ground, 

And ſtrong, and large, and unimprov'd around: 

Is Owner's Temper, tim'rous and ſevere, 


Unkind and griping, caus'd a Defart there. | ' 4 
As near the Miſer's heavy Door they drew, ; i! 
| 


Fierce riſing Guſts with ſudden Fury blew ; 
The nimble Light'ning mix'd with Show'rs began, 
And o'er their Heads loud rolling Thunder ran. 


* On Account of the Promiſe at firſt ſetting out. 
D d 2 
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Here long they knock, but knock or call in vain, 


Driv'n by the Wind, and batter'd by the Rain. ** 
At Length ſome Pity warm'd the Maſter's Breaſt; ko: 
('T was then his 'Threfhold firſt receiv'd a Gueſt.) Now 
Slow creaking turns the Door with jealous Care, Again t! 
And Half he welcomes in the ſhiv'ring Pair; Again t! 
One frugal Faggot lights the naked Walls, The Soi 
And Nature's Feryour through their Limbs recall: And nei 
Bread of the coarſeſt Sort, with dead ſmall Beer It ſeem'« 
(Each hardly granted) ſerv'd them both for Cheer; Content 
And when the Tempeſt firſt appear'd to ceaſe, Hithe 
A ready Warning bid them part in Peace. Then bl 
Their C 


With till Remark the pondering Hermit view'd 


In one ſo rich, a Life ſo poor and rude ; 3 
And why ſhould ſuch (within himſelf he cry'd) T wrong 
Lock the loſt Wealth a "Thouſand want beſide ? Pe, 17 
But what new Marks of Wonder ſoon took Place 7 K 
In every ſetting Feature of his Face 1 Der 
When from his Veſt the young Companion dore Then KF 
That Cup, the gen'rous Landlord own'd before; Whe 7 
And paid profuſely with the precious Bowl Wants 
The ftinted Kindneſs of his churliſh Soul: mou 
Juſt ſunk to Earth, the Miſer in Surprize At Le 
Receiv'd the glitt'ring Gift with ſtartled Eyes; Was ſtre 
But e'er he could recover from his Fright Before t! 
The generous Gueſts were gone quite out of Sight. Near the 
_Now the briſk Clouds in airy Tumults fly, 1 
The Sun emerging opes an azure Sky; 1 S 


A freſher Green the ſmelling Leaves diſplay, 
And glitt'ring as they tremble, cheer the Day. | 
While hence they walk, the Pilgrim's Boſom wroug 
With all the Travel of uncertain 'T hought ; 
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And bre 


His Partner's Acts without their Cauſe appear“. Confu 
*I'was there a Vice, but ſeem'd a Madneſs here. 4 185. 
is d tep 

* To ſteal the Cup from the generous Man, and give it . ferplex*c 

2 Wretch that would ſcarce admit them within his Gate. A River 
Was nic 
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Deteſting that, and pitying this he goes, 
Loſt and confounded with the various Shows. 


Again the Wand'rers want a Place to lie, 

Again they ſearch and find a Manſion nigh. 
The Soil improv'd around, the Manſion neat, 
And neither poorly low, nor idly great : 

t ſeem'd to fpeak its Maſter's Turn of Mind, 
Content, and (not for Praiſe, but Virtue) kind. 


Hither the Walkers turn their weary Feet, 
Then bleſs the Manſion, and the Matter greet ; 
Their Greeting fair, beſtow'd with modeſt Guiſe, 
The courteous Maſter hears, and thus replies : 
Without a vain, without a grudging Heart, 


To him who gives us all, I yield a Part : 
From him you come, from him accept it here, 
A frank and ſober, more than coſtly Cheer. 

He ſpoke, and bid the welcome Table ſpread, 
Then talk'd of Virtue till the Lime of Bed; 
When the grave Houſhold round the Hall repair, 


Warn'd by a Bell, and cloſe the Hours with Pray'r. 


At Length the World, renew'd by calm Repoſe, 
Was ſtrong for Toil, the dapple Morn aroſe ; 
before the Pilgrims part, the Younger crept 
Near the clos'd Cradle where an Infant flept, | 
And writh'd his Neck ; The Landlord's little Pride 
0 ſtrange Return grew black, and graſp'd, and dy'd. 
Horror of Horfors ! what! his only Son ? 
How look'd our Hermit when the Fact was done! | 
Not Hell, tho' Hell's black Jaws in ſunder part, it 
uud breathe blue Fire, could more aflail his Heart. | 


Now Night's dim Shades again involve the Sky, ; 


Confus'd and ſtruck with Silence at the Deed, | | 1 
lle flies, but trembling fails to fly with Speed. 11.1 
lis Steps the Youth purſues ; the Country la 1} 
Ferplex'd with Roads, a Servant ſhew'd the Way $ 
A River croſs'd the Path; the Paſſage o'er { 
Was nice to find, the Servant went before 1 f 
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Long Arms of Oak an open Bridge ſupply'd, 
And deep the Waves beneath'the'bending glide : 
The Youth, who ſcem'd to watch a Time to in, 
Approach'd the careleſs Guide, and thruſt him in. 
Plunging he falls, and riſing lifts his Head, 

T hea flaſhing turns, and ſinks among the Dead. 


Wild ſparkling Rage inflames the Hermit's Eyes, 


He burſts the Bands of Fear, and wildly cries, 
Deteſted W retch !—but ſcarce his Speech began 
When the ſtrange Partner ſeem'd no longer Man; 
His youthful Face grew more ſerenely ſweet, 

His k 

Fair Rounds of radiant Points inveſt his Rair; 
Celeſtial Odours breathe in purpled Air; 

And Wings, whoſe Colours glitter'd like the Day, 
Wide at his Back their dazzling Plumes diſplay. 
The Form etherial burſts upon his Sight, 

And moves in all the Majeſty of Light. 


Tho loud at firſt the Pilgrim's Paſſion grew ;. 
Sudden he gaz'd, and wiſt not what to do: 
Surprize in ſecret Chains his Words ſuſpends, 
And in a Calm his ſettling Temper ends. 

Bur Silence here the beauteous Angel broke, 


(The Voice of Muſic raviſh'd as he ſpoke.) 


Thy Pray*r, thy Praiſe, thy Life' to Vice unknown, 


In ſweet Memorial riſe before the Throne; 
Their Charms Succeſs in our bright Region find, 
And forc'd an Angel down to calm th Mind 1 
For this commiſſion'd, I forſook the Sky; 

Nay, ceaſe to kneel, — Thy Fellow-ſervant, I. 


Then know the Truth of Government divine, 
And let the Scruples be no longer thine, | 


The Maſter juſtly claims that World he made; 
In this the Right of Providence is laid; 
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Its ſacred Majeſty through all depends 

On uſing ſecond Means“ to work his Ends: 

Tis thus, withdrawn in State from human Eye, 
The Pow'r exerts its Attributes on high : 

Your Actions uſes, nor controuls your Will, 
And bids the doubting Sens of Men be ſtill. 


What ſtrange Events can ſtrike with more Surprize, 
Than thoſe which lately ſtruck thy wand'ting Eyes ? 
Yet taught by theſe, confeſs th' Almighty juſt, 

And, where you can't unriddle, learn to trutt | 


The great vain Man, who far'd on coftly Food, 
Whoſe Life was too luxurious to be good : 
Who made his iv'ry Stands with Goblets ſhine, 
And forc'd his Gueſts to morning Draughts of Wine, 
Has with the Cup, the graceleſs Cuſtom loſt, 
And {till he welcomes, but with leſs of Coſt. 


The mean ſuſpicious Wretch, whoſe bolted Door 
Ne'er mov'd in Duty to the wand'ring Poor ; 
With him J left the Cup, to teach his Mind 
That Heav'n can bleſs, if Mortals will be kind ; 
Conſcious of wanting Worth, he views the Bowl, 
And feels Compaſſion touch his grateful Soul. 
Thus Artiſts melt the ſullen Oar of Lead, 
With heaping Coals of Fire upon its Head ; 
In the kind Warmth the Metal learns to glow, 
And looſe from Droſs the Silver runs below. 


Long had our pious Friend in Virtue trod, 
But now the Child half-wean'd hes Soul from God; 
(Child of his Age+) for him he liv'd in Pain, 
And meaſur'd back his Steps to Earth again. 
To what Exceſſes had his Dotage run | 
But God, to ſave the Father, took the Son. 


* Second Means—God often appoints wicked and aban- 
doned Wretches to be his Inſtruments of Juſtice upon others, 
for ſome Ends tending to public Good, though unperceived 
by human Eyes. 

+ Child of his Age—a Child born to him when in Year 
on which he doated too fondly. T 
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To all but thee, in Fits he ſeem'd to go, 
(And 'twas my Miniſtry to deal the Blow.) 
The poor fond Parent, humbled in the Dutt, 
Now owns in Tears the Puniſhment was juſt. 


But how had all his Fortune felt a Wreck, 
Had the falſe Servant ſped in Safety back ? 
This very Night, (by ſecret Plot contriv'd) 

Of Life and Wealth his Maſter he'd depriv'd ; 
Had he in this Conſpiracy prevail'd, 
What Funds of Charity wou'd then have fail'd®. 


Thus Heav'n inſtructs thy Mind: This Trial o'er, 
Depart in Peace, reſign, and ſin no more. 


On founding Pinions here the Youth withdrew, 
The Sage ſtood wond'ring as the Seraph flew, 


Thus look'd Eliſba, when to mount on high 
His Maſter took the Chariot of the Sky: 
The fiery Pomp aſcending, left the View; 


S 


The Prophet gaz'd, and wifh'd to follow too. 


The bending Hermit here a Prayer begun, 
„Lord! as in Heav'n, on Earth thy Will be done,” 
Then gladly tarning, ſought his ancient Place, 
And ſpent a Life of Piety and Peace. 


— 1 — hs +. * * > 


T RUTH and FALSHOOD. 
. 


OON as the Iron Age on Earth began, 

And Vice found eaſy Entrance into Man: 
While from his tow'ring Height the flaming Sun, 
Fierce on the pendant Globe directly ſhone, 
Forth from her Cave infernal Falſhood came ; 


Falſhood, the Hate of Gods, of Men the Shame: 
Ae gave largely to the Poor. 
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A filken Robe ſhe wore, of various Hue, 

Its Colour changing with each different View; 
Studious to cheat, and eager to beguile, 

She mimick'd Truth, and ap'd her heav'nly Smile; 
But mimick'd Truth in vain : The varying Veſt 
To ev'ry ſearching eye the Fiend confeſt, 

At Length ſhe ſaw celeſtial Truth appear, 

Serene her Brow, and chearful was her Ait: 

Her Silver Locks with ſhining Fillets bound, 
With Laurel Wreaths her peaceful Temples crown'd ; 
A Lily Robe was girded round her Waiſt, 

And o'er her Arms a radiant Mantle caſt ; 

With decent Negligence it hung behind, 

And looſely flowing, wanton'd in the Wind: 

Thus Truth advanc'd, unknowing of Deceit, 

And Falſhood, bowing low, began the Cheat. 


Hail, charming Maid, bright as the Morning Star, 


Daughter of Fove, and Heaven's peculiar Care ; 

'Tis thine to weigh the World in equal Scales, 

And chide the conſcious Soul when Vice prevails ; 

Diſpenſing Juſtice with impartial Hand, 

The mightieſt Pow'rs ſubmit to thy Command; 

E'en Gods themſelves, tho” in their Actions free, 

Conſult, reſolve, and act as you decree. 

Great Sovereign Fove, the firſt etherial Name, 

Advis'd. with thee to form the heav'nly Frame: 

As Truth approv'd, he bid the Fabric riſe, 

f.nd ſpread the azure Mantle of the Skies ; 

Plac'd ev'ry Planet in its proper Sphere, 

Nor rolls this Orb too wide, nor that too near : 

But why thus walk we mindleſs of our Eaſe, 

Expos'd beneath the Sun's meridian Blaze ? 

Better retire, and ſhun the ſcorching Ray, 

Till fanning Zephyrs cool our Evening Way. 

Hear how yon limpid Streams run murm'ring by, 

And tuneful Birds their ſylvan Notes apply : 

dee fragrant Shrubs along the Border grow, 

And waving Shades beneath the Poplar- bough : 
Al 
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All theſe invite us to the River Side, 

To bathe the Limbs, and ſport within the Tide; 

So cool the Stream, the flow'ry Banks ſo ſweet, 
Diana's ſelf might covet the Retreat; 

Nor can a ſhort Diverſion check your Haſte, 

Freſh Strength will ſoon ſucceed ſuch welcome Reſt; 
As rapid Currents held a while at Bay, 

With ſwifter Force purſue their liquid Way. 


So ſpake the Fantom, and with friendly Look, 
Supporting what ſhe ſaid, approach'd the Brook: 
Truth followed, artleſs, unſuſpicious Maid, 
And, in an evil Hour, the Voice obey'd : 

Both at the cryſtal Stream arriv'd, unbound 


T heir different Robes ; both caſt them on the Ground; 


The Fiend upon the Margin ling'ring ſtood, 
The naked Goddeſs leapt into the Flood; 
Sporting ſhe ſwims the liquid Surface o'er, 
Unmindful of the matchleſs Robe ſhe wore. 

Not Falſhood ſo——ſhe haſty ſeiz d the Veſt, 
And with the beauteous Spoils herſelf ſhe dreſt; 
Then wing'd with Joy, out-flew the ſwifteſt Wind, 
Her own infernal Robe far left behind. 

Streight ſhe aſpires above her former State, 

And gains Admittance to the Rich and Great; 
Nay ſuch her daring Pride, that ſome report, 
When thus equipp'd, ſhe boldly went to Court; 
T here ſpoke and look'd with ſuch a graceful Air, 
Miſtaken Fame pronounc'd her wiſe and fair. 


She fill'd the Wanton's Tongues with ſpecidus Names, 
To deal inWounds and Deaths, in Darts and Flames; 


She prefac'd all her lewd Attempts with Love, 
And Fraud prevail'd where Reaſon could not move. 
At Length the mingled with the learned T hrong, 
And tun'd the Muſe's mercenary Song. 

In all the Labyrinths of Logic ſkill'd, 

She taught the ſubtle Reas'ner not to yield : 
Inſtructed how to puzzle each Diſpute, 
And boldly baffle Men—tho' not confute: 
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Now at the Bar ſhe play'd the Lawyer's Part, 

And ſhap'd out Right and Wrong by Rules of Art ; 
New in the Senate rais'd her pompous Tone, 

Talk'd much of public Good, but meant her own. 
Oft to th* Olympian Field ſhe turn'd her Eyes, 

And taught the Racers how to gain the Prize. 

In Schools and Temples too the claim'd a Share, 
While Falſhood's ſelf admir'd her Influence there. 


Deluded Truth obſerv'd the Fraud too late, 
Nor knew ſhe to repair the Loſs fo great: 
In vain her heavenly Robes ſhe ſighing ſeeks, 
In vain the humid Pearls bedew her Cheeks ; 
In vain ſhe tears the Laurel from her Hair, 
While Nature ſeems to ſympathize her Care : 
The glowing Flowers, that crown th' enamell'd Mead;, 
Weep fragrant Dews, and hang their drooping Heads: 
The ſylvan Choirs, as conſcious of her Pains, 
Deplore the Loſs in melancholy Strains. 
Thus penſive and uncloath'd upon the Shore 
She ſtands, and ſees the Robe which Falſhood wore : 
Deteſted Sight! nor longer now ſhe mourns, 
But, Grief to Rage transform'd, with Anger burns ; 
Into the Stream the helliſh Robe ſhe toſt, 
And ſcorn'd a Habit ſo unlike the loſt. 


Hence Truth now naked roves, as in Diſgrace ; 
None but the Wiſe and Virtuous ſee her Face: 

From Cities far ſhe modeſtly retreats, 

From buſy Scenes of Life to peaceful Seats 

Is chiefly found in lonely Fields and Cells, 

Where Silence reigns, and Contemplation dwells, 

Hence Falſhood cheats us in the fair Diſguiſe, 

And feems Truth's ſelf to all unwary Eyes; 

W | hrives and triumphs, in Pow'r and Wealth and Fame, 

And builds her Glory on her Rival's Name : 

With Safety dares to flatter, fawn, and ſooth; 

for who knows Falſhood, when array'd like Truth ? 


Lu x- 
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LUXURY and W ANT. 


A 5 late I mus'd on Fortune's Ebb and Flow, 
Life's airy Pleafures, and ſubſtantial Woe, 

The thoughtleſs Mirth that laughs in Pleaſure's Eye, 

The Boaſt of Vice, and Pride of Vanity; 

O'er nodding Reaſon downy Slumbers ſtole, 

And Fancy's Viſtons open'd on my Soul. 

Aloft, on proud [nic Columns rear'd, 

A ſumptuous Dome in ruin'd Pomp appear'd ; 

A baſeleſs Pillar here, with Moſs o'ergrown, 

Preſs'd Earth's green Boſom with a Length of Stone; 

There, a tall Portal, ſculptur'd once ſo gay, 

Records no Story but its own Decay. 


I enter'd—Crouds, who-bluſh to be deſcry'd, 
With famiſh'd Looks, thro* mould' ring Arches glide; 
I paus'd, and curious as I gaz'd around, 
Saw a lean Hag lie ſtretch'd along the Ground; 
Round either Arm a tatter'd Rug ſhe drew, 

Her Shame conceal'd with Rags of various Hue ; 
A Cloth her Forehead bound, her Legs were bare, 
And foul and clotted was her grizzl'd Hair. 


Cc ho ror and what art thou, Wretch ? * ſurpris'd, 
cry'd ; 

What is 8 Name, well known, the Wretch reply'd, 
The Work of Luxury, this lofty Dome, 
So righteous ove ordains, is now my Home. 
Time was, this Roof return'd the Dulcet Voice 
Of Mufic, blended with a Critic's Choice. 
Dependent thence a thouſand Papers glow'd, 
The Vine's rich Juice from Silver Fountains flow'd ; 
An hundred Dainties o'er the Board were ſpread, 
And all Arabia's ſpicey Fragrance ſhed, 
The Velvet Couches, and the cuſhion'd Chair, 
Swell'd high with Down, as ſoft as Summer's Air ; 
And Female Beauty ſmiling o'er the Scene, 
Spread Joy around, of every Joy the Queen! 
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« Then at theſe Doors by Hunger and by Grief 
Oppreſs'd, with ſuppliant Voice I ſought Relief: 
Relief I ſought, alas ! but ſought in vain, 

With poignant Taunt rebuk'd, and ſour Diſdain. 
The batt'ning Prieſt, with ſupercilious Face, 
Inferr'd with Indigence the Want of Grace. 

The Lawyer, in quaint Terms, with Look demure, 
Gave Hints of Statutes againſt vagrant Poor. 
Unmov'd and cool the garter'd Stateſman cry'd 

For me, fit Refuge Colonies ſupply'd. 

| ſigh'd in Secret, and to Heav'n my Heart 
Aſcending, Heav'n in Pity took my Part. 

Loud Thunder roll'd the Fabric from its Baſe 
Shook, and proud Lux'ry vaniſh'd from the Place. 
Th' aſtoniſh'd Croud their Patron's Fall deplore, 
And pale and trembling iſſue from the Door. 

| enter'd, prompted by a Voice divine, 

Which thrice repeated Want! this Pile is thine ; 
For know, by Jove and Fate it ſtands decreed, 
Where Lux'ry riots, thou ſhalt ſtill ſucceed, 

Here e from that Hour I reign, 

And all the Court of Lux'ry forms my Train ; 
Here ſtill receiv'd by me, as hither driv'n, 

By keen Neceflity, the Scourge of Heav'n: 

Theſe are the W retches which around me throng ; 
To me the Lawyer, Stateſman, Prieſt belong.” 


She ceas' d; her Words ſuch ſtrong Emotions bred, 
They wak'd me trembling, and the V ifton fled. 
dave me from Lux'ry, gracious Heav'n, I pray'd, 
That Want's drear Haunts my Steps may ne'er invade. 
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The HUusB ANDMAN's MEBITATION in the FIELD, 


ITH toilſome Steps when I purſue, 
O'er breaking Clods the Plough-ſhare's Way, 
Lord, teach my mental Eye to View 
My native _— ay. 
| E 


And 
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And when with Seed I ſtrew the Earth, 
To Thee all Praiſes let me give, 

Whoſe Hand prepar'd me for the Birth, 
Whoſe Breath inform'd, and bade me live. 


Pleas'd I behold the ſtately Stem 
Support its bearded Honour's Load: 


Thus, Lord, ſuſtain'd by thee, I came 
To Manhood, thro” Y. 


Purging from noxious Herbs the Grain, 
Oh] may I learn to purge my Mind 
From Sin, rank Weed of deepeſt Stain, 
Nor leave one baneful Root behind. 


When Blaſt deſtroys the op'ning Ear, 
Life, thus replete with various Woe, 

Warns me to ſhun with ſtudious Care, 
Pride, my moſt deadly, latent Foe, 


When Harveſt comes, the yellow Crop 
Prone to the Reaper's Sickle yields ; 
And I beneath Death's Scythe muſt drop, 
And ſoon or late forſake theſe Fields. 


When future Crops in filent Hoards, 

Sleep for a While to Service dead ; 
Thy Emblem this, Ob, Grave! affords 
The Path of Life, which all muſt tread. 
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OUTH of the Year, delightful Spring! 
Thy bleſt Return on genial Wing 
Inſpires my languid Lays : 
No more I ſleep in Sloth ſupine, 
When all Creation at thy Shrine 
Its annual Tribute pays. 


Eſcap'd from Winter's freezing Pow'r 

Each Bloſſom greets thee, and each Flow'r; 
And, foremoſt of the Train, 

By Nature—{artleſs Handmaid)—dreſt 

T he Snow-drop comes in lilied Veſt, 
rrophetic of thy Reign. 
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te Lark now ſtrains her tuneful Throat, 
d ev'ry loud, and ſprightly Note 

Calls Echo from her Cell; 

warn'd, ye Maids, that liſten round, 
deauteous Nymph became a Sound, 

The Nymph, who lov'd too well, 


te bright-hair'd Sun, with Warmth benign, 
as Tree, and Shrub, and ſwelling Vine, 
Their infant Buds diſplay : 

ain the Streams refreſh the Plains, 

hich Winter bound in icy Chains, 

And ſparkling bleſs his Ray. 


e giving Zephyrs breathe around, 

ad inſtant glows th' enamell'd Ground 
With Nature's vary'd Hue; 

t ſo returns our Youth decay'd, 

as, nor Air, nor Sun, nor Shade 

The Springs of Life renews. 


te Sun's too quick revolving Beam 
pace diſſolves the human Dream, 
And brings th' appointed Hour; 
oo late we catch his parting Ray, 

d mourn the idly waſted Day 

No longer in our Pow'r. 


den happieſt he, whoſe lengthen'd Sight 
uſues by Virue's conſtant Light 

a Hope beyond the Skies; 

here frowning Winter ne'er ſhall come, 
it roſy Spring for ever bloom, 

And Suns eternal riſe. 


E e 2 
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An ELxcv, written in a Country Church-yard, 


H E Curfew tolls the Knell of parting Day, 
The lowing Herd winds flowly o'er the Lea, 
The Ploughman homeward plods his wearied Way, 
And leaves the World to Darkneſs and to me. 
| Now fades the glimm'ring Landikip on the Sight, 
And all the Air a ſolemn Stillneſs holds; 
Save where the Beetle wheels his droning Flight, 
Or drowſy Tinkling lulls the diſtant Folds : 
Save that from yonder ivy-mantled Tow'r. 
The moping Owl does to the Moon complain 
Of ſuch, as wand'ring near her ſecret Bow'r, 
Moleſt her ancient—ſolitary Reign. 


Where heaves the 
Each in his narrow Cell for ever laid, 
The rude Forefathers of the Hamlet ſleep. 
The breezy Call of Incenſe- breathing Morn, 
T he Swallow twittring from her ſtraw- built Shed, 
The Cock's ſhrill Clarion, or the echoing Horn 
No more ſhall rouze them from their lowly-Bed. 
For them no more the blazing: Heath ſhall burn, 
Or buſy Houſewife ply her evening Care, 
No Children run to liſp their Sire's Return, 
Or climb his Knees the envy'd Kiſs to ſhare. 
Oft did the Harveſt to the Sickle yield, | 
Their Harrow oft the ſtubborn Glebe had broke, 
How jocund did they drive their Team a- field 


Let not Ambition mock their uſeful Toil, 
Their homely Joys and Deſtiny obſcure, 
Nor Grandeur here, with a diſdainful Smile 
The ſhort and ſimple Annals of the Poor. 

The Boaſt of Heraldry, the Pomp of Pow'r, 
And all that Beauty—all that Wealth &er gave, 
Await alike th' inevitable Hour ; 


The Paths to Glory lead but to the Grave. 


Beneath theſe rugged Elms—that Y ew-tree's Shade 
urf in many a mould'ring Heap, 


How bow'd the Woods beneath their ſturdy Stroke 
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Nor you, ye Proud, impute to thoſe the Fault, 
If Mem'ry o'er their Tomb no Trophies raiſe, 
Where thro” the long-drawn Iſle and fretted Vault, 
The pealing Anthem ſwells the Note of Praiſe, 
Can ſtory'd Urn, or animated Buſt, 
Back to its Manſion call the fleeting Breach ? 
Can Honour's Voice provoke the ſilent Duit, 
Or Flatt'ry ſooth the dull cold Ear of Death ? 
Perhaps in this neglected Spot is laid, 
JJ Some Heart once pregnant with celeſtial Fire; 
Hands that the Reins of Empire might have ſway'd, 
Or wak'd to Extacy the living Lyre. 
But Knowledge to their Eyes her ample Page, 
Rich with the Spoils of Time, did ne'er unroll ; 
Chill Penury repreſs'd their noble Rage, 
And froze the genial Current of the doul. 
Full many a Gem of pureſt Ray ſerene 
The dark unfathom'd Caves of Ocean bear; 
Full many a Flow'r is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte its Sweetneſs on the Deſart Air. 
Some Village Hampden, that with dauntleſs Breaſt, 
The little T'yrant of his Fields withſtood ; 
Some mute, inglorious Milton here may reſt; 
dome Cromwell, guiltleſs of his Country's Blood. 
Th' Applauſe of lining Senates to command, 
The Threats of Pain and Ruin to deſpiſe, 
To ſcatter Plenty o'er a ſmiling Land, 

And read their Hiſt'ry in a Nation's Eyes. 
Their Lot forbade : Not circumſcrib'd alone 
Their growing Virtues, but their Crimes cont'd, 
Forbade to wade thro' Slaughter to a Throne, , 
And ſhut the Gates of Mercy on Mankind. 

The ſtruggling Pangs of conſcious Fruth to hide, 
To quench. the Bluſhes of ingenuous Shame, - 
Or heap the Shrine of Luxury and Pride 
With Incenſe kindled at the Mufe's Flame. 

Far from the madding Croud's ignoble Strife,, 
Their ſober Wiſhes never learn'd to ſtray ;. 

| E e 3, Along 
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Along the cool ſequeſter'd Vale of Life, 
They kept the noiſeleſs Tenor of their Way. 

Yet e'en theſe Bones from Inſult to protect 
Some frail Memorial ſtill erected nigh, 


With uncouth Rhymes and ſhapeleſs Sculpture deck'd, 


Implores the paſſing Tribute of a Sigh. 


Their Name, their Years, ſpelt by th” unletter'd Muſe, 


The Place of Fame and Elegy ſupply, 
And many a Holy Text around ſhe ſtrews, 
That teach the ruſtic Moraliſt to die. 
For who to dumb Forgetfulneſs a Prey, 
This pleaſing anxious Being ere reſign'd, 
Left the warm Precincts of the chearful Day, 
Nor caſt one longing, ling'ring Look behind 
On ſome fond Breaſt the parting Soul relies, 
Some pious Drop the cloſing Eye requires 
Ev*n from the Tomb the Voice of Nature cries, 
Ev'n in our Aſhes live their wonted Fires. 


For thee, who mindful of the unhonour'd Dead, 


Doft in theſe Lines their artleſs Tale relate, 

If Chance by lonely Contemplation led, 

Dome kindred Spirit ſhall enquire thy Fate. 
Haply ſome hoary-headed Swain may ſay, 

„% Oft have we ſeen him at the Peep of Dawn: 

Bruſhing with haſty Steps the Dews away, 

To meet the Sun upon the upland Lawn. 
There at the Foot of yonder nodding Beach, 

That wreathes its old fantaſtic Roots ſo high, 


His liftleſs Length at Noon- tide would he ft retch, | 


And pore upon the Brook that bubbles by. 

Hurd by yon Wood, now ſmiling as in Scorn,. 
Mutt'ring his way-ward. Fancies he would rove ; 
Now drooping, woeful, wan, like one forlorn, 


Or craz'd with Care, or croſs'd in hopeleſs Love. 
One Morn I miſs'd him on the cuſtom'd Hill, 


Along the Heath, and near his fav'rite Tree; 
Another came, nor yet beſide the Rill, 
Nor up the Lawn, nor at the Wood was he: 
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The next, with Dirges due, in ſad Array, 
Slow thro' the Church-way Path we ſaw him borne ; 
Approach and read (for thou canſt read the Lay) 
Grav'd on the Stone beneath yon aged Thorn. 
There ſcatter'd oft, the earlieſt of the Year, 
By Hands unſeen are Showers of Violets found ; 
The Red-breaft loves to build and warble there, 
And little Footſteps. lightly print the Ground,” 


The Er ITA K. 


77 RE reſts his Head upon the Lap of Earth, 
A Youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown : 
Fair Science frown'd not on his humble. Birth, 


And Melancholy mark'd him for her own. 


Large was his Bounty, and bis Soul ſincere; 
Hcav'n did a Recompence as 7 ; 
He gave to Mis'ry. (all he had) a Tear: 
He gain'd from Heaw'n (tas all he wifd'd) a Friend. 


No farther ſeek his Merits to diſcloſe, 
Or draw his Frailties from their dread Abade,. 
(There they alike in trembling Hope repoſe ) 
The Bofom of his Father and his Gad. 


— —_ — . .. .— —_—— _ ” * * 


WY” — — 


The PANTHER, the HoRsSE, and ether BEASTS.. 
NF FA Kh... | 


HE Man who ſeeks to win the Fair, 

(so Cuſtom. ſays) muſt Truth, forbear ;. 
Muft fawn and flatter, cringe and lie, 
And raiſe the Goddeſs. to the Sky; 
For Truth is hateful to her Ear, 
A Rudeneſs which ſhe cannot. bear 
A Rudeneſs ?—Yes—l ſpeak my T houghts ;. 
For Truth upbraids her with. her Faults, A 

ow 
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How wretched, Chloe, then am T, 
W ho love you, and yet cannot lie ; 
And ſtill to make you leſs my Friend, 
I ſtrive your Errors to amend. 
But ſhall the ſenſeleſs Fop impart 
The ſofteſt Paſſion to your Heart, 
While he who tells you honeſt Truth, 
And points to Happineſs your Youth, 
Determines, by his Care, his Lot, 
And lives neglected and forgot? 


Truſt me, my Girl, with greater Eaſe, 
Your Taſte for Flatt'ry I could pleaſe, 
And Similies in each dull Line, 


Like Glow-worms in the Dark, ſhould ſhine : 


What if I ſay your Lips diſcloſe 

The Freſhneſs of the op'ning Roſe ; 
Or that your Cheeks are Beds of Flow'rs, 
Enripen'd by refreſhing Show'rs ; 

Yet certain as theſe Flow'rs ſhall fade, 
Time ev'ry Beauty will invade. 

The Butterfly, of various Hue, 

More than the Flow'r reſembles you : 
Fair, flutt'ring, fickle, buſy Thing, 
To Pleaſure ever on the Wing, 

Gayly coquetting for an Hour, 

To die, and n&er be thought of more. 


Wou'd you the Bloom of Youth ſhould laſt? 


*Tis Virtue that muſt bind it faſt ; 
An eaſy Carriage, wholly free 

From ſour Reſerve, or Levity ; 
Good-natur'd Mirth, an open Heart, 
And Looks wnſkill'd in any Art; 
Humility enough to own 


The Frailties which a Friend makes known; 


And decent Pride, enough to know - 
The Worth that Virtue can beſtow, 
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Theſe are the Charms which ne'er decay, — 
Tho' Youth and Beauty fade away; 

And Time, which all Things elſe removes, 

dtill beightens Virtue and improves, 


——— wü 
— 


You'll frown and aſk to what Intent 
This blunt Addreſs to you is ſent ? 
I'll ſpare the Queſtion, and confeſs 
I'd praiſe you, if I lov'd you leſs; 
But rail, be angry, or complain, 
I will be rude when you are vain. 


Beneath a Lion's. peaceful Reign, 
When Beaſts met friendly on the Plain, 
A Panther of majeſtic Port, 
(The vaineſt Female of the Court) 
With ſpotted Skin and Eyes of Fire, 
Fill'd every Boſom with Defire ; 
Where'er ſhe moy'd, a ſervile Croud 
Of fawning Creatures cring'd and bow'd ; 
Aſſemblies ev'ry Week ſhe held, 
(Like modern Belles with Coxcombs fill'd) 
Where Noiſe, and Nonſenſe, and Grimace, 
And Scandal echo'd round the Place. 


Behold the gay, fantaſtic Thing, 1 
Encircled by the ſpacious Ring : 
Low-bowing, with important , TY | 
As firſt in Rank the Monkey ſpoke. | 
“Gad take me, Madam, but I ſwear, 1 
No Angel ever look'd fo fair 
% Forgive my Rudeneſs, dut I vow, | 
* You were not quite divine till now; 
«© "Thoſe Limbs ! that Shape !. and then thoſe Eyes! BY 
© O, cloſe them, or the Gazer dies!“ | | | 


Nay, gentle Pug, for Goodneſs huſh, | | | 
I vow and ſwear, you make me bluſh |! 
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I ſhall be angry at this Rate 
"Tis fo like Flattery which I hate. 


The Fox, in deeper Cunning vers'd, 
The Beauties of her Mind rehears'd, 
And talk'd of Knowledge, Taſte, and Senſe, 
To which the Fair have vaſt Pretence ; 
Yet well he knew them always vain 
Of what they ſtrive not to attain ; 
And play'd ſo cunningly his Part, 
That Pug was rival'd in his Art. 


The Goat avow'd his am'rous Flame, 
And burnt—for what he durſt not name; 
Yet hop'd a Meeting in the Wood 
Might make his Meaning underſtood. 
Half angry at the bold Addreſs, 

She frown'd ; but yet ſhe muſt confeſs, 
Such Beauties might inflame his Blood, 


| But ftill his Phraſe was ſomewhat rude. 


The Hog her Neatneſs much admir'd, 
The formal Aſs her Sweetneſs fir'd ; 
Thus all to feed her F olly ſtrove, 

And by their Praiſes ſhar'd her Love. 


The Horſe, whoſe gen'rous Heart diſdain'd 
Applauſe, by ſervile Platt ry gain'd, 

With graceful Courage Silence broke, 

And thus with Indignation ſpoke: 


When flatt'ring Monkeys fawn and prate, 


They juſtly raiſe Contempt or Hate; 
For Merit's turn'd to Redicule, 
Applauded by the grinning Fool. 

The arttul Fox your Wit commends, 
To lure you to his ſelfiſh Ends; 

From the vile Flatt'rer turn away, 

For Knaves make Friendſhip to betray. 


— —— — 


Diſmiſs 


The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


Diſmiſs the Train of Fops and Fools, 
And learn to follow Widom's Rules; 
Such Beauties might the Lion warm, 
Did not your Folly break the Charm ; 
For who would court that lovely Shape, 
To be the Rival of an Ape? 


He ſaid ; and ſnorting in Diſdain, 
Spurn'd at the Croud, and ſought the Plain. 


The SPIDER and the BEE. A FABL E. 


HE Nymph who walks the public Streets, 
And ſets her Cap at all ſhe meets, 

May catch the Fool who turns to ſtare ; 

But Men of Senſe avoid the Snare. 


As on the Margin of the Flood, 
Vith filken Line my Lydia ſtood, 
I ſmiPd to ſee the Pains you took, 
To cover o'er the fraudful Hook. 
Along the Foreſt as we ſtray'd, 
You ſaw the Boy his Lime-Twig ſpread ; 
Gueſs'd you the Reaſon of his Fear, 
Leſt he:dleſs, we approach'd too near ; 
For as behind the Buſh we lay, 
The Linnet flutter'd on the Spray. 


Needs there ſuch Caution to delude 
The ſcaly Fry, and feather'd Brood ? 
And think you with inferior Art, 

To captivate the human Heart ! 


The Maid, who modeſtly conceals 
Her Beauties, while ſhe hides, reveals; 
Give but a Glimpſe, and Fancy draws 
Whate'er the Grecian Venus was. 

From Eve's firſt F ig leaf to Brocade, 
All Dreſs was meant for Fancy's Aid, 


Which 
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Which evermore delighted dwells 
On what the baſhful Nymph conceals. 


When Celia ſtruts in Man's Attire 
She ſhews too much to raiſe Deſire; 
But from the Hoop's bewitching Round ; 
Her very Shoe has Pow'r to wound, 


The roving Eye, the Boſom bare, 
T he forward Laugh, the wanton Air, 
May catch the Fop ; for Gudgeons ſtrike 
At the bare Hook and Bait alike ; 
While Salmon play regardleſs by, 
'Tis Art, like Nature, forms the Fly. 


Beneath a Peaſant's homely Thatch, 
A Spider long had laid her Watch : 
From Morn to Night, with reſtleſs Care, 
She ſpun her Web, and wove her Snare : 
Within the Limits of her Reign, 
Lay many heedleſs Captives flain, 
Or flutt'ring ſtruggled in the Toils 
To burſt the Chains, and ſhun her Wiles. 


A ſtraying Bee that perch'd hard by 
Beheld her with diſdainful Eye, 
And thus began: Mean Thing, give o'er, 
And lay thy ſlender Threads no more; 
A thoughtleſs Fly-or two at moſt, | 
Is all the Conqueſt thou canſt boaſt ; 
For Bees of Senſe thy Arts evade, 
We ſee ſo plain the Nets are laid. 


The gaudy 'Tulip that diſplays 
Her ſpreading Foliage to the Gaze, 
T hat points her Charms at all ſhe ſees, 
And yields to ev'ry wanton Breeze, 
Attracts me not. Where bluſhing grows, 
Guarded with Thorns, the modeſt Roſe, 
Enamour'd, round and round I fly, 
Or on her fragrant Boſom lie; 
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deluctant, ſhe my Ardor meets, 
And, baſhful, renders up her Sweets. 


To wiſer Heads Attention lend, 
And learn this Leſſon from a Friend, 
he who with Medeſty retires, 
adds Fuel to her Lover's Fires; 

While ſuch incautious Jilts as you, 
by Folly your own Schemes undo, 


_ — 


ApvIcE fo BELINDA. 


HE Counſels of a Friend, Belinda, hear, 

Too roughly kind to pleaſe a Lady's Ear; 
nlike the Flatt'ries of a Lover's Pen, 
uch Truths as Women ſeldom learn from Men. 
Nor think I praiſe you ill, when thus I ſhew 
Vhat female Vanity might fear to know; 
ome Merit's mine, to dare to be ſincere, 
ut greater your's Sincerity to bear, 


Hard is the Fortune that your Sex attends ; 
omen, like Princes, find no real Friends: 

| who approach them, their own Ends purſue, 
overs and Miniſters are never true. 

ence oft from Reaſon heedleſs 8 ſtrays, 

nd the moſt truſted Guide the moſt betrays : 
ence by fond Dreams of fancy'd Pow'r amus'd, 
"hen moſt you've tyranniz'd, you're moſt abus'd. 


What is your Sex's earlieſt, Jateſt Care, 
lour Heart's ſupreme Ambition ? To be fair. 
ir this the Toilet ev'ry Thought employs, 
ence all the Toils of Dreis and a!! the 1 tA - 

ir this Pands, Lips, and Eyes ar- put to School, 
ind each inſtructed Feature has its Kule ; 

Ind yet how few have learn'd, en this is giv'n, 
it to diſgrace the partial Boon of Heav'a? 

low few with all their Pride of Form can move ? 
wy tew are lovely ERP fram'd for Love? 


£® 
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Do you, my Fair, endeavour to poſſeſs 

An Elegance of Mind, as well as Dreſs; 
Be that your Ornament, and know to pleaſe 
By graceful Nature's unaffected Eaſe. 


Nor make to dang*rous Wit a vain Pretence, 
But wiſely reſt content with modeſt Senſe ; 
For Wit, like Wine, intoxicates the Brain, 
Too ftrong for feeble Woman to ſuſtain ; 


Of thoſe who claim it, more than half have none, 


And Half of thoſe who have it, are undone. 


Be {till ſuperior to your Sex's Arts, 
Nor think Diſhoneſty a Proof of Parts ; 
For you, the plaineſt is the wiſeſt Rule; 
A cunning Woman is a knaviſh Foo], 


Be good yourſelf, nor think another's Shame 
Can raiſe your Merit, or adorn your Fame; 
Prudes rail at Whores, as Stateſmen in Diſgrace 
At Miniſters, becauſe they wiſh their Place, 


Virtue is amiable, mild, ſerene, 
Without all Beauty, and all Peace within : 
The Honour of a Prude is Rage and Storm, 
*Tis Uglineſs in its moſt frightful Form: 
Fiercely it ſtands defying Gods and Men, 
As fizry Monſters guard a Giant's Den. 


Seek to be Good, but aim not to be great, 
A Woman's nobleſt Station is Retreat ; 
Her faireſt Virtues fly from public Sight, 
Domeſtic Worth ſtill thuns too ſtrong a Light. 


To rougher Man Ambition's Taſk reſign ; 
Tis ours in Senates or in Courts to ſhine, 
To labour for a ſunk corrupted State, 
Or dare the Rage of Envy and be Great. 
One only Caſe your gentle Breaſts ſhould move, 
Th important Buſineſs of your Life is Love; 
To this great Point direct your comſtant Aim, 


This makes your Happineſs, and this your Fame. 
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Be never cool Reſerve with Paſſion join'd ; 
Love not at all, or elſe be fondly kind; 

In this, Extremes alone can truly bleſs, 

The Virtue of a Lover is Exceſs, 


Contemn the little Pride of giving Pain, 
Nor think that Conqueſt juſtifies Diſdain ; 
Short is the Period of inſulting Pow'r ; 
Offended Cupid finds his vengeful Hour, 

Soon will reſume the Empire which he gave, 
And ſoon the Tyrant ſhall become the Slave, 


Bleſt is the Maid, and worthy to be bleſt, 
Whoſe Soul's entire by him ſhe loves poſſeſt; 
Feels ev'ry Vanity in Fondneſs loſt, 

And aſks no Pow'r but that of pleaſing moſt : 
Her's is the Bliſs in ſweet Return to prove, 
The honeſt Warmth of undiſſembled Love; 
For her inconſtant Man might ceaſe to range, 
And Gratitude forbid Defire to change. 


Thus I, Belinda, would your Charms improve, 
And form your Heart to all the Arts of Love, 
The Taſk were harder to ſecure my own, 

Againſt the Pow'r of thoſe already known; 
For well you twiſt the ſecret Chains that bind 
With gentle Force the captivated Mind ; 
dkill'd every ſoft Attraction to employ, 

Each flatt'ring Hope, and each alluring Joy: 
l own your Genius, and from you receive 


The Rules of pleaſing, which to you I giye. 


F f 2 The 
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The Story of PALEMON and LAVIN IA. 


HE lovely young Lavinia once had Friends, 
And Fortune ſmil'd, deceitful, on her Birth; 
For in her helpleſs Years depriv'd of all, 
Of ev'ry Stay, ſave Innocence and Heaven, 
She with her widow'd Mother, feeble, old 
And poor, liv'd in a Cottage, far retir'd 
Among the Windings of a woody Vale; 
By Solitude and deep ſurrounding Shades, 
But more by baſhful Modeſty, conceal'd. 
Together thus they ſhunn'd the cruel Scorn 
Which Virtue, ſunk to Poverty, would meet 
From giddy Faſhion and low-minded Pride : 
Almoſt on Nature's common Bounty fed, 
Like the gay Birds that ſung them to Repoſe, 
Content, and careleſs of To- morrow's Fare. 

Her Form was freſher than the Morning Roſe 
When the Dew wets its Leaves; unſtain'd and pure 
As is the Lily, or the Mountain Snow, 

The modeſt Virtues mingled in her Eyes ; 

Still on the Ground dejected, darting all 

Their humid Beams into the blooming Flowers : 
Or when the mournful Tale her Mother told, 
Of what her faithleſs Fortune promis'd once, 
Thrill'd in her Thought, they like the dewy Star 
Of t.vening, ſhone in Tears. A native Grace 
Sat fair-proportion'd on her poliſh'd Limbs, 
Veild in a fimple Robe their beſt Attire, 
Ecyond the Pomp of Dreſs ; for Lovelineſs 
Needs not the foreign Aid of Ornament, 

But is, when unadorn'd, adorn'd the moſt : 
Thougghtleſs of Beauty, ſhe was Beauty's Self, 
Recluſe amid the cloſe-embowering Woods ; 

As in the hollow Breaſt of Appenine, 

Beneath the Shelter of encircling Hills, 

A Myrtle riſes far from human Eye, 

And breathes its balmy Fragrance o'er the Wild; 
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80 flouriſh'd, blooming, and unſeen by all, 
The ſweet Lavinia; till at Length, compell'd 
By ſtrong Neceſlity's ſupreme Command, 
With ſmiling Patience in her Looks, ſhe went 
To glean Palemon's Fields. The Pride of Swains 
Palemon was, the Gen'rous, and the Rich, 
Who led the rural Life in all its Joy 
And Elegance, ſuch as Arcadian Song 
Tranſmits from ancient uncorrupted Times, 
When tyrant Cuſtom had not ſhackled Man, 
But free to follow Nature was the Mode. 
He then, his Fancy with autumnal Scenes 
Amuſing, chanc'd beſide his Reaper-train 
To walk, when poor Lavinia drew his Eye 
Unconſcious of her Pow'r, and turning quick 
With unaffected Bluſhes from his Gaze 
He ſaw her charming, but he ſaw not Half 
The Charms her down-caſt Modeſty conce al'd. 
That very Moment, Love and chaſte Deſire 
dprung in his Boſom, to himſelf unknown; 
For ſtill the World prevail'd, and its dread Laugh, 
Which ſcarce the firm Philoſopher can ſcorn, 
Should his Heart own a Gleaner in the Field: 
And thus in ſecret to his Soul he ſigh'd. 

„What Pity ! that fo delicate a Form, 
„ By Beauty kindled, where enliv'ning Senſe, 
* And more than vulgar Goodneſs ſeem to dwell, 
Should be devoted to the rude Embrace 
* Of ſome indecent Clown? She looks, methinks, 
Of old Acaſto's Line; and to my Mind 
* Recalls that Patron of my happy Life, 
* From whom my liberal Fortune took its Riſe : 
Now to the Duſt gone down; his Houſes, Lands, 
And once fair ſpreading Family diſſolv'd. 
**Tis ſaid that in ſome lone obſcure Retreat, 
* Urg'd by Remembrance ſad, and decent Pride, 
* Far fcom thoſe Scenes which knew their better Days, 
His aged Widow and his Daughter live, 

13 © Whom 


— 


Which from his bountcous Friendſhip I enjoy. 
; 44 


342 The PLEAS1NG INSTRUCTOR, 


** Whom yet my fruitleſs Search could never find: 
** Romantic Wiſh, would this the Daughter were!“ 


When, ſtrict enquiring from herſelf, he found 
She was the ſame, the Daughter of his Friend, 
Of bountiful Acaſto; who can ſpeak 
The mingled Paſſions that ſurpriz'd his Heart, 
And thro” his Nerves in ſhivering Tranſport ran? 
Then blaz'd his ſmother'd Flame, avow'd and bold; 
And as he view'd her, ardent o'er and o'er, 

Love, Gratitude, and Pity, wept at once. 
Confus'd and frighten'd at his ſudden Tears, 
Her riſing Beauties fluſh'd a higher Bloom, 
As thus 3— paſſionate, and juſt 

Pour'd out the pious Rapture of his Soul. 


c Ard art thou then Acaſto's dear Remains? 
© She, whom my reſtleſs Gratitude has ſought 
do long in vain? Oh yes! the very fame, 
«© The ſoften'd Image of my noble Friend; 
© Alive, his every Feature, every Look, { 
„ More elegantly touch'd. Sweeter than Spring! 
« Thou ſole ſurviving Bloflom from the Root 
„ 'Fnat nouriſh'd up my Fortune, ſay, ah where, 
« In what ſequeſter'd Deſart, haſt thou drawn 
The kindeſt Aſpect of delighted Heaven, 
« Into ſuch Beauty ſpread, and blown fo fair, 
* Tho' Poverty's cold Wind, and cruſhing Rain, 
«© Beat keen, and heavy on thy tender Years ? 
« () let me now, into a richer Soil | 
« Tranſplant thee fafe | where vernal Suns and Showers, 
Diffuſe their warmeſt, largeſt Influence; 
© And of my Garden be the Pride, and Joy | 
„It ill befits thee, oh it ill befits 
„ Acaſis's Daughter, his, whoſe open Stores, 
« 'Tho' vaſt, were little to his ample Heart, 
„The Father of a Country, thus to pick 
« The very Refuſe of thoſe Harveſt-Fields, 
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© Then throw that ſhameful Pittance from thy Hand, 
« But ill apply'd to ſuch a rugged Taſk ; 

« Theſe Fields, the Maſter, all, my Fair, are thine; 
« If to the various Bleſſings which thy Houle 

« Has on me laviſh'd, thou wilt add that Bliſs, 

« The deareſt Bliſs, the Power of bleſſing thee !” 


Here ceas'd the Youth ; yet ſtill his ſpeaking Eye, 
Expreſs'd the ſacred Triumph of his Soul, 
With conſcious Virtue, Gratitude, and Love, 
Above the vulgar Joy divinely rais'd ; 
Nor waited he Reply. Won by the Charm 
Of Goodneſs irrefiſtible, and all 
In ſweet Diſorder loſt, ſhe bluſh'd Conſent. 
The News immediate to her Mother brought, 
While, pierc'd with anxious Thought, ſhe pin'd away 
The lonely Moments for Lavinia's Fate; 
Amaz'd, and ſcarce believing what ſhe heard, 
Joy ſeiz'd her 'wither'd Veins, and one bright Gleam 
Of ſetting Life ſhone on her Evening Hours, 
Not leſs enraptur'd than the happy Pair ; 
Who flouriſh'd long in tender Bliſs, and rear'd 
A numerous Offsſpring, lovely like themſelves 
And good, the Grace of all the Country round. 


— — — 


The LAD , LOOEK ING GLASS. 


ELI A and I the other Day 
Walk'd over the Sand-hills to the Sea? 
The ſetting Sun adorn'd the Coaſt, 
His Beams entire, his Fierceneſs loſt; 
And, on the Surface of the Deep, 
The Winds lay only not afleep; 
The Nymph did like the Scene appear, 2 
derenely pleaſant, calmly fair; 
Soft fell her Words, as flew the Air. 
| With 
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With ſecret Joy I heard her ſay, 
That ſhe would never miſs one Day 
A Walk fo fine, a Sight ſo gay. 


But, oh the Change ! the Winds grew high ; 


Impending Tempeſts charge the Sky ; 
The Light'ning flies, the Thunder roars, 
And big Waves laſh the frighten'd Shores : 
Struck with the Horror of the Sight, 

She turns her Head, and wings her Flight : 
And trembling vows, ſhe'll ne'er again, 
Approach the Shore, or view the Main. 


Once more at leaſt look back, ſaid I; 
Thyſelf in that large Glaſs deſcry : 
When thou art in Good-humour dreſt, 
When gentle Reaſon rules thy Breaſt, 
The Sun upon the calmeſt Sea 
Appears not half ſo bright as thee : 
is then that with Delight I rove 
Upon the boundleſs Depth of Love ; 

] bleſs my Chain, I hand my Oar, 
Nor think on all I left on Shore. 


But when vain Doubts and groundleſs Fear 
Do Celia's lovely Boſom tear; 

When the big Lip and wat'ry Eye; 

Tell me the riſing Storm is nigh ; 

Tis then thou art yon angry Main, 
Deform'd by Winds, and daſh'd by Rain; 
And the poor Sailor, that muſt 

Its Fury, labours leſs than I. 


Shipwreck'd, in vain to Land I make, 
While Love and Fate ftill drive me back; 
Forc'd to doat on thee thy own Way, 

I chide thee firſt, and then obey. 
Wretched when from thee, vext when nigh, 
I with thee, or without thee, die, 


The | 
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TN GARLAND, 


HE Pride of every Grove I choſe 

The Violet ſweet, and Lily fair, 
The dappled Pink, and bluſhing Roſe, 
To deck my charming Chloe's Hair. 


At Morn the Nymph vouchſaf'd to place 
Upon her Brow the various Wreath ; 
The Flow'rs leſs blooming than her Face, 

The Scent leſs fragrant than her Breath. 


The Flow'rs ſhe wore along the Day ; 
And ev'ry Nymph and Shepherd ſaid, 

That in her Hair they look'd more gay 
Than glowing in their native Bed. 


Undreſs'd at Evening, when ſhe found 
Their Odours loſt, their Colours paſt, 
She chang'd her Look; and on the Ground 

Her Garland and her Eyes {be caſt. 


That Eye dropt Senſe diſtin and clear, 

As any Muſe's Tongue's could ſpeak ; 
When from its Lid a pearly Tear 

Ran trickling down her beauteous Check, 


Diſſembling, what I knew too well, 
My Love, my Life, ſaid I, explain 

This Change of Humour: Pr'ythee tell, 
The falling Tear—what does it mean ? 


dhe figh'd ; ſhe ſmil'd ; and to the Flow'rs 
Pointing, the lovely Mor'lift ſaid : 

dee! Friend, in ſome few fleeting Hours, 

See yonder, what a Change is made. 


Ah me ! the blooming Pride of May 
And that of Beauty are but one; 

At Morn both flouriſh bright and gay, 
Both fade at Evening, pale, and gone. 
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At Dawn poor Stella danc'd and ſung ! 
The am'rous Youth around her bow'd - 
At Night her fatal Knell was rung; 
I ſaw, and kiſs'd her in her Shroud : 


Such as ſhe is, who dy'd To-day, 
Such I, alas, may be To-morrow ; 

Go, Damon, bid thy Muſe diſplay 
The Juſtice of thy Chloe's Sorrow. 


—— LY 
* A 


The MERRY ANDREW. 


LY Merry Andrew, the laſt Southwark Fair, 
x ) (At Barthomew he did not much appear, 
So peeviſh was the Edict of the May'r) 
At Southwark, therefore, as his Tricks he ſhew'd, 
To pleaſe our Maſters, and his Friends the Croud, 
A huge Neat's Tongue he in his Right-hand held, 
His Left was with a good Black-pudding filld : 
With a grave-Look, in this odd Equipage, 
The clowniſh Mimic traverſes the Stage: 
Why how now, Andrew, cries his Brother Droll, 
To-day's Conceit, methinks, is ä dull: 
Come on, Sir, to our worthy Friends explain, 
W hat does your emblematic Worſhip mean? 
Quoth Andrew, honeſt Englihh let us ſpeak, 
Your Emble—(what d'ye call't) is heathen Gree#. 
To Tongue or Pudding thou haſt no Pretence, 
Learning thy Talent is; but mine is Senſe. 
That buſy Fool I was which thou art now, 
Deſirous to correct, not knowing how; 
With very good Deſign, but little Wit, 
Blaming or praiſing Things as I thought fit. 
I for this Conduct had what I deſerv'd; 
And dealing honeſtly, was almoſt ſtarv'd. 
But, Thanks to my indulgent Stars, I eat, 
Since I have found the Secret to be great. 
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O deareſt Andrew, ſays the humble Droll, 


Henceforth may I obey and thou contro], 

Provided thou impart'ſt thy uſeful Skill; 

Bow then, ſays Andrew, and for once 1 will.— 

Be of your Patron's Mind, whate'er he ſays ; 

Sleep very much, think little, and talk leſs ; 

Mind neither Good nor Bad, nor Right nor Wrong ; 
But eat your Pudding, Slave, and hold your Tongue. 


A rev'rend Prelate ſtopt his Coach and Six, 
To laugh a little at our Andrew's Tricks; 
But when he heard him give this golden Rule ; 
Drive on, he cry'd, this Fellow 1s no Fool. 


AMBITION and CoNTENT. A FABLE. 


Hile yet the World was young, and Men were 
tew, | 

Nor lurking Fraud, nor tyrant Rapine knew ; 
In Virtue rude, the gaudy Arts they ſcorn'd, 
Which Virtue loſt, degenerate "Times adorn'd : 
No ſumptuous Fabrics yet were ſeen to riſe, 
Nor guſhing Fountains taught to invade the Skies; 
With Nature Art had not begun the Strife, | 
Nor ſwelling Marble roſe to mimic Life : 
No Pencil yet had learn'd texpreſs the Fair; 
The bountcous Earth was all their homely, Care. 


Then did Content exert her genial Sway, 
And taught the peaceful World her Power t'obey; 
Content, a Female of celeſtial Race, 
Bright and complete in each celeſtial Grace; 
derenely fair ſhe was, as riſing Day, 
And brighter than the Sun's meridian Ray : 
Joy of all Hearts, Delight of ev'ry Eye, 
Nor Grief, nor Pain appear'd when ſhe was by ; 
Her Preſence from the Wretched baniſh'd Cate, L 
Diſpers'd the ſwelling Sigh, and Ropt the falling Tear. 


Long 
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As long Mankind were bleſt beneath her Reign 
*Till dire Ambition, helliſh Fiend ! aroſe, 


A Monſter ſprung from that rebellious Crew, 
Which mighty Jove's Phlegræan Thunder flew. 
Reſoly'd to diſpoſſeſs the Royal Fair, 

On all ker Friends he threaten'd open War : 
Fond of the Novelty, vain, fickle Man, 

In Crouds to his infernal Standard ran; 

And the weak Maid, defenceleſs left alone, 


Forſook of all, and deſtitute of Aid, 

Upon a riſing Mountain's flow'ry Side, 

A pleaſant Cottage roof'd with Turf ſhe ſpy'd : 
Faſt by a gloomy venerable Wood 

Of ſhady Planes, and ancient Oaks it ſtood: 
Around, a various Proſpe& charm'd the Sight: 


From which a Torrent ruſh'd with rapid Force 
Here Mountain Woods diffus'd a duſky Shade, 
Here Flocks and Herds in flow'ry Valleys play'd, 
While o'er the matted Graſs the liquid Cy 

In this ſweet Place tbere dwelt a chearful Pair, 


Who wiſely flying public Noiſe and Strife, 
In this obſcure Retreat had paſs'd their Life; 


With tendereſt Friendſhip mutually bleſt, 
No Houſhold Jars had e'er diſturb'd their Reſt. 


Long did the Nymph her regal State maintain, 


'To plague the World, and baniſh Man's Repoſe : 


T'avoid his Rage, was forc'd to quit the Throne. 


It chanc'd as wand'ring thro” the Fields ſhe ftray'd, 


Here waving Harveſts clad the Fields with White: 
Here a rough ſhaggy Rock the Clouds did pierce, 


al ſtray'd. 


Tho' bent beneath the Weight of many a Year; 


The Huſband Indu/try was call'd, Prugality the Wife. 


A num'rous Offspring grac'd their homely Board, 


That ſtill with Nature's ſimple Gifts was ſtor'd. 
The Father rural Bus'neſs only knew, 

The Sons the ſame delightful Art purſue : 

An only Daughter, as a Goddeſs tair, 

Above the reſt was the fond Mother's Care 
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| plenty; the brighteſt Nymph of all the Plain, 
ach Heart's Delight, ador'd by every Swain. 


Soon as Content this charming Scene eſpy'd, 
Joyful within herſelf the Goddeſs cry'd : 
This happy Sight my drooping Heart doth raiſe, 
The Gods, I hope, will grant me gentler Days ; 
When with Proſperity my Life was bleſt, 
In yonder Houſe I've been a welcome Gueſt ; 
There now, perhaps, I may Protection find, 
For Royalty is baniſh'd from my Mind: 
Il thither haſte : How happy ſhould I be, 
If ſuch a Refuge were reſerv'd for me 


Thus ſpake the Fair, and ſtreight ſhe bent her Way 
To the tall Mountain where the Cottage lay : 
Arriv'd, ſhe makes her chang'd Condition known ; 
Tells how the Rebels drove her from the Throne; 
What painful dreary Wiles ſhe'd wander'd o'er, 

And Shelter from the Tyrant doth implore. 


The faithful aged Pair at once were ſeiz'd 
With Joy and Grief, at once were pain'd and pleas'd: 
Grief for their baniſh'd Queen their Hearts poſſeſt, 
And Joy ſucceeded for their future Gueſt : 
And if you'll deign, bright Goddeſs, here to dwell, 
And with your Preſence grace our humble Cell, 
Whate'er the Gods have giv'n with bounteous Hand, 
Our Rarveſts, Fields, and Flocks, our All command. 


Mean while Ambition on his Rival's Flight, 

Sole Lord of Man, attain'd his Wiſh's Height ; 

Of all Dependance on his Subjects eas'd, 

lle rag'd without a Curb, and did whate'er he pleas'd; 
As ſome wild Flame driv'n on by furious Winds 

Wide ſpreads Deſtruction, nor Reſiſtance finds; 

do ruſh'd the Fiend, deſtructive o'er the Plain, 

Defac'd the Labour of th' induſtrious Swain; 
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Polluted ev'ry Stream with human Gore, 
And ſcatter'd Plagues and Death from Shore to Shore 


Great Jove beheld it from th* Olympian Tow'rs, 
Where Fate aſſembled all the heav'nly Pow'rs ; 


Then with a Nod that ſhook th' empyrean Throne, H 
Thus the Saturnian T hunderer begun : 4 
You ſee, immortal Inmates of the Skies, Is full 
How this vile Wretch almighty Pow'r defies: Thy B 
His darling Crimes, the Blood which he has ſpilt, Nwide f 
Demand a Torrent equal to his Guilt : Echo tl 
Then, Cyprian Goddeſs, let thy mighty Boy And evi 
Swift to the Tyrant's guilty Palace fly ; Then c 
There let him chuſe his ſharpeſt, hotteſt Dart, With I. 
And with his formal Rival wound his Heart. Shoots 
And thou, my Son, (the God of Hermes ſaid) And of 
Snatch up thy Wand, and plume thy Heels and Heal And of! 
Dart thro' the yielding Air with all thy Force, By Bro 
And down to Pluto's Realms direct thy Courſe; Thy Boi 
There rouze Oblivion from her ſable Cave, And ſpr 
Where dull ſhe fits by Lethe's ſluggiſh Wave; In Win 
Command her to ſecure the ſacred Bound, Around 
Where lives Content retir'd ; and all around, Majeſti, 
Diffuſe the deepeſt Glooms of Stygian Night, Riding 
And ſcreen the Virgin from the P'yrant's Sight: And hu 


That the vain Purpoſe of his Life oy try 
Still to explore, what ſtill ifludes his Eye. Myſt 
He ſpoke; loud Praiſes ſhake the bright Abode, Deep te 
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ſe 
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HESE, as they change, Almighty Father! theſe | 
Are but the varied GoD. Ihe rolling Year | q. 

Is full of Thee. Forth in the pleaſing Spring | 
Thy Beauty walks, thy *Tenderneſs and Love. | 
Wide fluſh the Fields; the ſoft'ning Air is Balm; | 
Echo the Mountains round; the Foreft ſmiles; 
And every Senſe, and every Heart is Joy. 
Then comes thy Glory in the Summer Months, 3; 
With Light and Heat refulgent. Then % Sun f 
Shoots full Perfection through the ſwelling Year : 10 
And oft thy Voice in dreadful Thunder ſpeaks; | 1 

and oft at Dawn, deep Noon, or falling Eve, 4 
By Brooks and Groves in hollow-whifpering Gales, 
Thy Bounty ſhines in Autumn unconfin'd, 
And natd a common Feaft for all that live. 
In Winter awful Thou ] with Clouds and Storms 
Around Thee thrown, Tempet o'er Tempeſt roll'd. 
Majeſtic Darkneſs ! on the Whirlwind's Wings, 
Riding ſublime, Thou bidſt the World adore, 


And humbleſt Nature with % northern Blaft, 


Myſterious Round | what Skill, what Force divine; 

Deep felt, in theſe appear! a fimple Train, 

Yet ſo delightful mix'd, with ſuch kind Art, 

ouch Beauty and Beneficence combin'd, 

dhade, unperceiv'd, fo ſoſt'ning into Shade, 

And all ſo forming an harmomous hole, 

That as they ſtill ſucceed, they raviſh ſtill, 

But wand'ring oft, with brute unconſcious Gaze, 

Man marks not Thee, marks not the mighty Hang, 
hat, ever buſy, wheels the ſilent Spheres ; 

NY Works in the ſecret Deep, ſhoots, ſtreaming, thence | 
The fair Profuſion that o'erſpreads the Spring: 1 
Flings from the Sun direct the flaming Day; fl 
Feeds every Creature ; hurls the Tempeſt forth; * 
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And, as on Earth this grateful Change revolves, 
With Tranſport touches all the Springs of Life. 


Nature, attend! join every living Soul 
Beneath the ſpacious Temple of the Sky : 
In Adoration join ; and, ardent, raiſe 
One general Song ! To him ye vocal Gales, 
Breathe ſoft, whoſe Spirit in your Freſhneſs breathes : 
Oh talk of him in ſolitary Glooms | 
W here, o'er the Rock, the ſcarcely waving Pine 
Fills the brown Shade with a religious Awe, 
And ye, whoſe bolder Note is heard afar, 
Who ſhake th' aſtoniſh'd World, lift high to Heay'n 
'Th' impetuous Song, and ſay from whom ye rage. 
His Praiſe, ye Brooks, attune, ye trembling Rills; 
- And let me catch it as I muſe along. 
Ye headlong Torrents, rapid and profound ; 
Ye ſofter Floods, that lead the humid Maze 
Along the Vale; and thou majeſtic Main, 
A ſecret World of Wonders in thyſelf, 
Sound his ſtupendous Praiſe ; whoſe greater Voice 
Or bids you roar, or bids your Roarings fall. 
Zoft roll your Incenſe, Herbs, and Fruits, and Flow'rs, 
In mingled Crouds to him ; whoſe Sun exalts, 
Whoſe Breath perfumes you, and whoſe Pencil paints. 
Ye Foreſts, bend ; ye Harveſts, wave to Him ; 
Breathe your ſtill Song into the Reaper's Heart, 
As Home he goes beneath the joyous Moon. 
Ye that keep Watch in Heav'n, as Earth aſleep 
Unconſcious lies, effuſe your mildeſt Beams. 
Ye Conſtellations, while your Angels ftrike, 
Amid the ſpangled Sky, the filver N 
Great Source of Day! beſt Image here below 
Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide 
From World to World, the vital Ocean round, 
On Nature write with every Beam his Praiſe. 
The Thunder rolls: Be huſh'd the proſtrate World: 
While Cloud to Cloud returns the ſolemn Hymn. 
Bleat out afreſh, ye Hills; ye moſſy Rocks, 3 
etain 
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Retain the Sound: The broad reſponſive Low, 
Ye Valleys, riſe ; for the Great Shepherd reigns; 
And his unſuff ring Kingdom yet will come. 

Ye Woodlands ali, awake: A boundleſs Son 


Burſt from the Groves; and when the reſtleſs Day 


Expiring, lay the warbling World afleep, 
Sweeteſt of Birds] ſweet Philemela, charm 


The liſtening Shades, and teach the Night his Praiſe. 


Ye, chief of whom the whole Creation ſmiles, 

At once the Head, the Heart, and Tongue of all, 

Crown the great Hymn ! in ſwarming Cities vaſt, 

Aſſembled Men, to the deep Organ join 

The long reſounding Voice, oft breaking clear, 

At ſolemn Pauſes, through the ſwelling Baſe; 

And, as each mingled Flame increaſes each, 

In one united Ardour riſe to Heav'n: 

Or, if you rather chuſe the rural Shade, 

And find a Fane in every ſacred Grove, | 

There let the Shepherd's Flute,.the Virgin's Lay,. 

The prompting Seraph, and the Poet's Lyre, 

Still fing the God of Seaſons as they roll. 

For me, when I forget the darling Theme, 

Whether the Bloſſoms blow, the Summer Ray 

Ruſlets the Plain, inſpiring Autumn's Gleams, 

Or Winter riſes in the blackning Eaſt, 

Be my Tongue mute, my Fancy paint no more,. 

And, dead to Joy, forget my. Heart to beat 
Should Fate command me to the fartheſt Verge: 

Of the green Earth, to diſtant barb'rous Climes, 

Rivers unknown to Song; where firſt the Sun 

Gilds Indian Mountains, or his ſetting Beam 

Flames on th' Atlantic Iſles; *tis nought to me: 

Since God is ever preſent, ever. felt, 

In the void Waſte, as in the City full ;. 

And where he vital ſpreads, there muſt be Joy. 

When ev'n at laſt: the ſolemn. Hours ſhall come, 

And wing my myſtic Flight to future Worlds, 

I chearful will obey. There with new Pow'rs,, 

Will riſing Wonders ſing :. I cannot go. 


Go 3. Where 
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Where Univerſal Love not ſmiles around, 
Suſtaining all yon Orbs and all their Suns; 
From ſeeming Evil ſtill educing Good, 

And Better thence again, and Better ſtill, 

In infinite Progreſſion. But I loſe 

Myſelf in Him! in Lich InNzrrasLE ! 
Come then, expreſlive Silence, muſe his Praiſe. 


— 


MIND ſuperior to BODY. 


HAT is the blooming Tincture of the Skin, 
To Peace of Mind, and Harmony within ? 

W hat the bright ſparkling of the fineſt Eye, 

To the ſoft ſoothing of a calm Reply ? 

Can Comelineſs of Form, or Shape, or Air, 

With Comelineſs of Words or Deeds compare ? 

No;—thoſe at firſt th' unwary Heart may gain; 

But theſe, theſe only, can the Heart retain, 


2 CC —— 


— K 


CONTENT; 4 PAS TOR AI. 


ER Moorlands and Mountains, rude, barren, 
and bare, | 
As wilder'd and weary'd I roam, 
A gentle young Shepherdeſs ſces my Deſpair, 
And leads me—o'er Lawns—to her Home. 
Yellow Sheafs from rich CERES her Cottage had 
crown'd, | 
Green Ruſhes were ſtrew'd on her Floor, 


round, 


And deck'd the ſod Seats at her Door. 


We fat ourſelves down to a cooling Repaſt : 
Freſh Fruits ! and ſhe cull'd me the belt ; 
W hile thrown from my Guard by ſome Glances ſhe 
caſt, 
Love fly ſtole into my Breaſt ; 
I told 


Her Caſement, ſweet Woodbines crept wantonly | 
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I told my ſoft Wiſhes ; ſhe ſweetly reply'd, 
(Ye Virgins her Voice was divine!) 

['ve rich Ones rejected, and great Ones deny'd, 
But take me fond Shepherd—I'm'thine. 


Her Air was ſo modeſt, her Aſpect ſo meek ! 
So ſimple, yet ſweet were her Charms; 
I kiſs'd the ripe Roſes that glow'd on her Cheek, 
And lock'd the lov'd Maid in my Arms. 
Now jocund together we tend a few Sheep, 
And if, by yon Prattler, the Stream, 
Reclin'd on her Boſom, I fink into Sleep, 


Her Image ſtill ſoftens my Dream. 


Together we range o'er the flow rifing Hills, 
Delighted with paſtoral Views, 

Or reſt on the Rock whence the Streamlet diſtills, 
And point out new Themes for my Mule. 

To Pomp or proud Titles ſhe ne'er did aſpire, 
The Damſel's of humble Deſcent ; 

The Cottager PEACE, is well known for her Sire, 
And Shepherds have nam'd her CONTENT. 


— —_— 


The FOX and the CAT; 4 FABLE. 


HE Fox and the Cat, as they travell'd one Day, 
With moral Diſcourſes cut ſhorter the Way : 


is great, ſays the Fox, to make Juſtice our Guide!“ 


How Godlike is Mercy, Grimalkin reply'd. 


While thus they proceeded, a Wolf from the Wood, 
Impatient of Hunger, and thirſting for Blood, 
Ruſh'd forth—as he ſaw the dull Shepherd aſleep, 
And ſeiz'd for his Supper an innocent Sheep. 


In 
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In vain, wretched Victim, for Mercy you bleat, 
When Mutton's at Hand, ſays the Wolf, I muſt eat. 


Grimalkin's aſtoniſh'd, —The Fox food aghaſt, 

To ſee the fell Beaſt at his bloody Repaſt. 

What a Wretch, ſays the Cat—'tis the vileſt of 
Brutes : 

Does he feed upon Fleſh, when there's Herbage—— 

and Roots?” 
Cries the Fox— © While our Oaks give us Acorns fo 
ood, 

0 What a Tyrant is this, to ſpill innocent Blood ?” 

Well, onward they march'd, and they moralis'd ſtil], 

Till W where ſome Poultry pick'd Chatt by a 

iI: ; 

Sly Reynard ſurvey'd them with gluttonous Eyes, 

And made (ſpite of Morals) a Pullet his Prize. 

A Mouſe too, that chanc'd from her Covert to ſtray, 

The greedy Grimalkin ſecur'd as her Prey. 


A Spider that fat in her Web on the Wall, 
Perceiv'd the poor Victims, and pity'd their Fall; 
She cry'd—of ſuch Murders how guiltleſs am | | 
So ran to regale on a new- taken Fly. 


MOR Aa L 


The Faults of our Neighbours with Freedom we | 


blame, 
But tax not. ourſelves,.tho' we practiſe the ſame. 
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An ELEGY on a BLACKBIRD. 


H E Sun had chac'd the Winter Snow, 
And kindly loos'd the froſt-bound Soil; 
The melting Streams began to flow, 
And Plough-men urg'd their annual Toil. 


'T was then amidſt the vernal Throng, 
Whom Nature wakes to Mirth and Love, 

A BLACKBIRD rais'd his amorous Song, 
And thus it echo'd through the Grove, 


O]! faireſt of the feather'd Train, 
For whom I ſing, for whom I burn; 


© Attend with Pity to my Strain, 
* And grant my Love a kind Return. 


© See, ſee, the Winter Storms are flown, 
And Zephyrs gently fan the Air! 
Let us the genial Influence own ! 
© Let us the vernal Paſtime ſhare, 


© The Raven plumes his jetty Wing, 
* To pleaſe his croaking Paramour ; 
© The Larks reſponſive Love-tales ſing, 
* And tell their Paſſion as they ſoar. 


FgRut truſt me, Love, the Raven's Wing 
* Is not to be compar'd with mine; 
Nor can the Lark ſo ſweetly ſing 
* As I, whoſe Strength with Sweetneſs join. 


With thee I'll prove the Sweets of Love, 
* With thee divide the Cares of Life; 
No fonder Huſband in the Grove, 


Nor none than thee a happier Wife. 


© Illlead thee to the cleareſt Rill, 
* Whoſe Streams among the Pebbles ftray ; 
There will we fit and fip our Fill, 


* Or on the flow'ry Border play. 
« I'101 
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I'll guide thee to the thickeſt Brake, 

* Impervious to the SchooI-boy's Eye: 
For thee, the plaiſter'd Neſt l' make, 
* And on thy downy Pinions lie. 


To get thee Food I'll range the Fields, 
* And cull the beſt of every Kind 
Whatever Nature's Bounty ytelds, 
Or Love's afliduous Care can find. 


And when my lovely Mate would ſtray 
To taſte the Summer Sweets at large, 
At Home Til wait the live-long Day, 

* And tend at Home our infant Charge. 


* When, prompted by a Mother's Care, 


A 


* 


Thy Warmth ſhall form th' impriſon'd Young, 


* With thee the Taſk I'll fondly ſhare, 
Or chear thy Labours with my Song.“ 


He ceas'd his Song. The melting Dame 
With tender Pity heard his Strain ; 
She felt, ſhe own'd a mutual Flame, 
And haſten'd to relieve his Pain. 


He led her to the nutptial Bow'r, 
And neſtled cloſely to her Side, 

The happieſt Bridegroom in that Hour, 
And ſhe the moſt enamou-'d Bride. 


Next Morn he wak'd her with a Song—— 
* Ariſe | behold the new-born Day 

* The Lark his mattin Peal has rung; 
* Ariſe, my Love, and come away.“ 


Together through the Fields they ſtray'd, 
And to the verdant Riv'let's Side, 


Renew'd their Vows, and hopp'd and play'd, 


With honeſt Joy and decent Pride. 


But O] my Muſe with Pain relates 
The mournful Sequel of my I ale; 


Sent 


Set 


1* 
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Sent by an Order of the Fates, 
A Gunner met them in the Vale. 


Alarm'd, the Lover cry'd, My Dear, 
* Haſte, haſte away ! from Danger fly! 

© Here, Gunner, turn thy Vengeance, here! 
O! ſpare my Love, and let me die. 


At him the Gunner took his Aim; 

The Aim he took was much too true; 
O! had he choſe ſome other Game, 
Or ſhot as he had us'd to do“ 


Divided Pair! forgive the Wrong, 

While I with Tears your Fate rehearſe; 
I' join the Widow's plaintive Song, 

And ſave the Lover in my Verſe. 


* Never having kill'd any Thing before or ſince. 


The L A D L E. 


WO Gods long fince, came from above, 
One Mercury, the other ove ; 
The Humour was, it ſeems to know, 
It all the Favours they beſtow, 
Cou'd from our own S eaſe us, 
And, if our Wiſh, enjoy'd, would pleaſe us. 


Diſcourſing largely on this Theme, 
O'er Hills and Dales their Godſhips came; 
Till well nigh tir'd, at almoſt Night, 
They thought it proper to alight. 


Note here, and 'tis as true as odd is, 
That, in Diſguiſe, a God or Goddeſs 
Exerts no ſupernat'ral Powers; 

But acts on Maxims much like ours. 


They ſpy'd at laſt a Country Farm, 
Where all was ſnug, and clean and warm; 
For Woods before, and Hills behind, 
Secur'd it both from Rain and Wind: 


Large 
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Large Oxen in the Field were lowing 


Of laſt Year's Corn in Barns great Store ; 
Fat Turkies gobbling at the Door : 

And Wealth, in ſhort, with Peace conſented, 
That People here ſhou'd live contented : 

But did they in Effect do ſo ? 

Have Patience, Friend, and thou ſhalt know. 


The honeſt Farmer and his Wife, 
To Years declin'd, from Prime of Life, 
Had ſtrugg'd with the Marriage Nooſe, 
(As almolt ev'ry Couple does): 
Sometimes, my Plague, ſometimes my Darling ! 
Kiſſing To-day, To-morrow ſnarling : 
Jointly ſubmitting to endure 
That Evil which admits no Cure. 


Our Gods the outward Gate unbarr'd ; 
Our Farmer met them in the Yard: 
Thought they were Folks that loft their Way, 
And aſk'd them civilly to ſtay : 

Told them for Supper or for Bed, 

They might go on, and be worſe ſped. 

So ſaid, ſo done; the Gods conſent, 

All three into the Parlour went: 
They compliment, they ſit, they chat, 
Fight over the Wars, reform the State; 
A thouſand knotty Points they clear, 
»Till Supper and my Wife appear. 


Well then. Things handſomely were ſerv'd, 
My Miſtreſs for the Strangers carv'd: 
How ftrong the Beer, how good the Meat, 

How loud they laugh'd, how much they eat, 

In Epic ſumptuous would appear, 

Yet ſhall 'be paſs'd in Silence here : 

For I ſhould grieve to have it ſaid, 

That by a fine Deſcription led, 

I made my Epiſode too long ; 

Or tir'd my Friends to grace my Song. 


-_% — — 
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Good Grain was ſown; good Fruit was growing; 


J he 
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The Grace-cup ſerv'd, dhe Cloth away, 
ow thought it Time to ſhew his Play : 
andlord and Landlady, he cry'd, 
Folly and Jeſting laid aſide, 
That ye thus hoſpitably live, 
And Strangers with good Cheer receive, 
Is mighty grateful to your Betters, 
And makes ev'n Gods themſelves your Debtors, 
To give this Theſis plainer Proof, 
You have To-night beneath your Roof, 
A Pair of Gods ;—nay, never wonder, N 
This youth can fly, and 1 can thunder. 
I'm Jupiter, and he Mercurius, 
My Page, my Son indeed, but ſpurious. 
Form then three Wiſhes, You and Madam, 
And ſure as you already had 'em, 
The Things deſir'd, in Half an Hour, 
Shall all be here, and in your Pow'r. 
Thank ye, great Gods, the Woman ſays ; 
Oh may your Altar ever blaze ; 
A Ladle for our Silver Diſh 
Is what I want—is what I wiſn. 
A Ladle! cries the Man a Ladle! 
Odzooks, Coriſca, you have pray'd ill; 
What ſhou'd be great you turn to Farce, 
] wiſh the Ladle in your A—e. ' 
With equal Grief and Shame, my Muſe 
The Sequel of the Tale purſues : 
The Ladle fell into the Room 
And ſtuck in old Coriſca's Bum; 
Our Couple weep two Wiſhes paſt, 
And kindly join to form the laſt : 
To eaſe the Woman's aukward Pain, 
And wiſh the Ladle out again. 
The MOR AL. 
THIS Commoner has Worth, and Parts ; 
Is prais'd for Arms, or lov'd for Arts; 
His Head achs for a Coronet ; 
And who is bleſs'd, that 15 on great ? 


Some 
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Some Senſe, and more .itate, kind Heay'n, 
To this well-lotted Peer has giv'n : 
What then ? He muſt have Rule and Sway; 
And all is wrong, till he's in Play. 
The Miſer muſt make up his Plumb ; 
And dares not touch the hoarded Sum, 
"The ſickly Dotard wants a Wife, 
To draw off his laſt Dregs of Life. 
Againſt our Peace we arm our Will, 
Amidſt our Plenty Something ſtill 
For Horſes, Houſes, Pictures, Planting, 
To thee, to me, to him is wanting, 
The cruel Something unpoſleſs'd 
Corrodes and le: vens all the Reſt, 
That Something, if we could obtain, 
Wou'd ſoon create a future Pain : 
And to the Coffin, from the Cradle, 
is all a Vißb, and all a Ladle. 


_ 4 

The EXPERIMENT: A T ALE. © Wh 
IRTUE and VICE, two mighty Pow'rs, Con 

V Who rule this motley World of ours, Ane 
Diſputed once which govern'd beſt, © My 
And whoſe Dependants moſt were bleſt Lor 
They reaſon'd, rally'd, crack'd their Jokes, Fot 
Succeeding much like other Folks; In. 
Their Logic waſted, and their Wit, o 
Nor one nor t'other would ſubmit; Ane 
But both the doubtful Point conſent Mee 
To clear by fair Experiment : | , An 
For this ſome Mortal, they declare, 0 
By Turns ſhall both their Bounties ſhare : 4 
And, either's Pow'r to bliſs him try'd, * Ani 
Shall then the long Diſpute decide. ; Th 
On Hodge they fix, a Country Boor, | b Lac 
As yet rough, ign'rant, careleſs, poor: | ol 
Vice firſt exerts her Pow'r to bleſs, Av 
And gives him Riches to Exceſs : An 
With Gold ſhe taught him to ſupply Cara 
Each riſing Wiſh of Luxury: Hedge And 
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Hodge grew at Length polite and great, 
And liv'd like Miniſter of State: 
He ſwore with Grace, got nobly drunk, 
And kept in Pomp his twentieth Punk, | 
One Morning, as in caſy Chair, if 
Hodge fate with ruminating Air, 1 
Vice, like a Lady fair and gay, | 
Approach'd, and thus was heard to ſay, 


(Behind her Virtue all the While j 
Stood lily *liftning with a Smile.) | 
Know, favoured Mortal, know that I f 
The Pleaſures of thy Life ſupply ; F 


© I rais'd thee from the Clay- built Cell, | 
Where Want, Contempt and $lav'ry dwell z 4 
And (as each Joy on Earth is fold) 0 
© To purchaſe all, I gave thee Gold; | 
* This made the Charms of Beauty thine, 
© This bleſs'd thee with the Joys of ine; 

- © This gave thee, in the rich Kepaſt, 
© Whate'er can pleaſe the tutor'd T aſte ! Fh 
+ Confeſs the Bleſſings I beſtow, 
And pay the grateful Thanks you owe. 
My Name is Pic | —Cried Hodge, and leer'd, 
Long be your mighty Name rever'd | | 
© Forbid it, Heav'n ! thus bleſs'd by you, 8 
That I ſhould rob you of your Due; j 
© To Mealth, *twas you that made me Heir, | 
* And gave, for which I thank you, Care; 
* IFealth brought me Wine, tis paſt a Doubt, | 
© And Wine—ſece here's a Leg I- the Gout : 
© To Wealth my French Rageut I owe, 
* Whence Scurvy, Pains, and A/thmas flow; 
© And now to ſhew how much I prize 
* The Joys which from your Bounties riſe, 
Fach coupled with ſo dear a Brother, 
' give you one to take the other, 
* Avaunt, depart, from whence you came, 
And thank your Stars that I am lame.” 
Enrag'd and griev'd, away ſhe flew, | 

ge And with her Gifts from Hodge withdrew. Now 
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Now in this ſad repentant Hour, 
Celeſtial Virtue try'd her Pow'r ; 
For Wealtb ConTENT the Goddeſs gave, 
Fh' unenvy'd Treaſure of the Slave | 
From wild Deſires ſhe ſet him free, 
And filPd his Breaſt with CHARITVYI 
No more loud Trumpets Riot breeds, 
And TEMP'RANCE Gluttony ſucceeds, 
Hodge, in his native Cot at Reſt 
Now /:rtue found, and thus addreſs'd: 
Say, for 'tis yours by Proof to know, 
Can Virtue give thee Bliſs below? 
Content my Gift, and Temp'rance mine, 
And Charity, tho' meek, divine!“ 
With bluſhing Cheeks, and kindling Eyes, 
The Man tranſported thus replies : 
* My Goddeſs ! on this favour'd Head, 
The Life of Life, thy Bleſſings ſhed | 
My annual "Thouſands when I told, 
Iniatiate ſtill I ſigh'd for Gold; 
You gave Content, a boundleſs Store, 
And, rich indeed ! I figh'd no more 
With Temp'rance came, delightful Guelt ! 
Health, taſteful Food, and balmy Refl ; 
With Charity's ſeraphie Flame, 
Each gen'rous ſocial Pleaſure came; 
Pleaſure which in Poſleſhon riſe, 
And retroſpective Thoughts ſupplies ! 
Long to atteſt it may I live, 
That, all Vice promiſes, you give.“ | 
-Fice heard, and ſwore that Hodge for Hire, 
Had giv'n his Verdict like a Lawyer; 
And Virtue, turning with Diſdain, 
Vow'd ne'er to ſpeak to Vice again. 


. 


r £:4a-@a.0. 9:9 


272 


T9 
W 
(L 
T 
T 
N 
Al 
MY 


2 8 


Q 


= 


The PLEASINOG INSTRUCTOR. 369 


The ATHEIST and ACORN. 


Ethinks the World ſeems oddly 
made, 
And ev'ry Ching amils, 
A dull complaining Atheiſt ſatd, | 
As ſtretch d he lay beneath the Shade, | 
And inſtanced in this. | 
Behold, quoth he, that mighty Ebing, 
A Pumpkin large and round, 
Is beld but by a little String 
CUHich upwards cannot make its Spring, 
Nor bear it from the Ground, 


(Uhile on this Oak an Acorn (mall, 

Do dilproportion'd grows; | 
That wholoe'er ſurveys this all, | 
This univerſal calual Ball, | 

Its ill Eontrivance knows. 


My better Judgment would have hung 

The 4 2 ry on the Tree ; | 
And left the Acorn lightly ſtrung, | 
Mong things that on tbe ſurface ſprung, 

And weak and feeble be, | 


No more the Caviller cau'd ſay, 

No further Faults vecry; _- 
For upwards gazing as he lay, 
corn looſen'd from its Spray, 

Fell down upon his Eve, | 


The wounded Part wirh Tears ran o'er, 
As puniſh'd kor the Sint | 

Fool ! had that Bough a Pumpkin bore, 

ThyWhimſies muſt have work'd no more, 
Nor Skull have kept 'em in. 


* 
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A CONTEMPLATION on NIGHT. 


Hether amid the Gloom of Night I ſtray, 

Or my glad Eyes enjoy revolving Day, 
Still Nature's various Face informs my Senſe, 
Cf an all-wiſe, all-pow'rful Providence. 


And ſtrikes the diſtant Eaſtern Hills with Light, 
Colour returns, the Plains their Liv'ry wear, 
And a bright Verdure cloaths the ſmiling Year ; 
The blooming Flow'rs with opening Beauties glow, 
And grazing Flocks their milky Fleeces ſhew ; 
The barren Cliffs with chalky Fronts ariſe, 

And a pure Azure arches o'er the Skies, 

But when the gloomy Reign of Night returns, 
Stripp'd of her fading Pride, all Nature mourns : 
The Trees no more their wonted Verdure boaſt, 
But weep in dewy Tears their Beauty loſt ; 

No diſtant Landſkips draw our curious Eyes, 


4 Wrapp'd in Night's Robe the whole Creation lies, 


We view the Traces of Almighty Hand ; 

Millions of Stars in Heaven's wide Vault appear, 
And with new Glories hang the boundleſs Sphere : 
The Silver Moon her weſtern Couch forſakes, 

And o'er the Skies her nightly Circle makes, 

| Her ſolid Globe beats back the ſunny Rays, 

And to the World her borrow'd Light repays. 
Whether thoſe Stars that twinkling Luſtre ſend, 
Are Suns, and rolling Worlds thoſe Suns attend, 
Man may conjecture, and new Schemes declare, 
Yet all his Syſtems but Conjectures are; 

But this we know, that Heaven's eternal King, 
Who bid this Univerſe from nothing ſpring, 

Can at his J/ord bid numerous Worlds appear, 
And riſing Worlds th' all-pow'rful /Y/ord ſhall hear, 
When to the weltern Main the Sun deſcends, 

To other Lands a riſing Day he lends, 
The ſpreading Dawn another Shepherd ſpies, 
The wakeful Flocks from their warm Folds ariſe : 


1 
\ | 5 


When the gay Sun firſt breaks the Shades of Night, 


Yet ſtill, ev'n now, while Darkneſs clothes the Land, 


Re- 
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Refreſh'd, the Peaſant ſeeks his early Toil, 

And bids the Plough correct the fallow Soil; 

While we in Sleep's Embraces waſte the Night, 

The Climes oppos'd enjoy meridian Light; 

And when thoſe Lands the buſy Sun forſakes, 

With us again the roſy Morning wakes. 

In lazy Sleep the Night rolls ſwift away, 

And neither Clime laments his abſent R 
When the pure Soul is from the Body flown, 

No more ſhall Night's alternate Reign be known: 

The Sun no more ſhall rolling Light beſtow, 

But from th' Almighty Streams of Glory flow, 

Oh, may ſome nobler Thought my Soul employ, 

Than empty, tranſient, ſublunary Joy! 

"The Stars ſhall drop, the Sun ſhall loſe his Flames, 

But thou, O God, for ever ſhin'ſt the ſame. 


—— * 


* 
4 * 


The UNIVERS ATL PRAYER. 


Ather of All! in ev'ry Age, 
In ev'ry Clime ador'd, 
By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage 
Fehovah, ove, or Lord. ; 


Thou Great Firſt Cauſe, leaſt underſtood, 
Who all my Senſe confin'd, 

To know but this, that thou art Good, 
And that myſelf am blind. 


Yet gave me in this dark Eſtate, 
To ſee the Good from III; 
And binding Nature faſt in Fate, 


Left free the human Will. 


What Conſcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 

This teach me more than Hell to ſhun, 
That more than Heav'n purſue, 


What Bleſſings thy free Bounty gives, 
Let me not caſt away; 


368 The PLEASING INSTRUCTOR. 


For God is paid when Man receives, 

1“ enjoy is to obey. 

Yet not to Earth's contracted Span 
Thy Goodneſs let me bound, 

Or think thee Lord alone of Man, 
When thouſand Worlds are round. 


Let not this weak unknowing Hand 
Preſume thy Bolts to throw, 

Or deal Damnation round the Land, 
On each I judge thy Foe. 


If I am right, O teach my Heart 

Still in the Right to ſtay ; 

If I am wrong, thy Grace impart, 
To find the better Way. 


Save me alike from fooliſh Pride, 
Or impious Diſcontent ; 

At ought thy Wiſdom has deny'd, 
Or ought thy Goodneſs lent. 


Teach me to feel another's Woe, 
To hide the Fault I fee; 

That Mercy I to others ſhew, 
That Mercy ſhew to me. 


Mean tho' I am, not wholly ſo, 
Since quicken'd by thy Breath : 

O lead me whereſoe'er J go, 
Thro' this Day's Life or Death. 


This Day be Bread and Peace my Lot; 
All elſe beneath the Sun | 

Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtow'd, or not, 
And let thy Will be done. 


To thee, whoſe Temple is all Space, 
Whoſe Altar, Earth, Sea, Skies; 
One Chorus let all Being raiſe ! 
All Nature's Incenſe riſe ! 


